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T O 


Sir Charles Watson, Bart. 



S I R, 

H a D I not been fo happy as to have enjoyed a coii- 
(iderable fhare of your Father’s friendfhip, it is 
probable I might never have vifited the Eafl Indies : it 
is certain, it would not have been in my power to have 
made thofe obfervations on Perfia^ and Turky^ that 
appear in the fubfequent Work. 

To You then, as the Repreferitative of my honoured 
Friend and greateft Benefadlor, this public Teflimony 
of my Gratitude and Affedion is moft juftly due. 

If, Sir, the perufal of the following flieets, fhould 
contribute to the amufement only of your vacant 
hours, I fhall have attained my prefent end : but if what 
I have written of your excellent Father, and other de- 
ferving Officers under him, or of the Religion, Cuftoms, 
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DEDICATION. 

and Manners of Foreign Countries, fliall contribute to 
your improvement, and fet you forward in the pathsv 
of virtue, I then (hall be beyond meafure happy. 

That you may long live an honour to your Family,, 
a comfort ‘to your tender furviving Parent, a Friend to 
Mankind in general, and to your Country in particular - 
in Ihort, that your whole condud may be great, gene- 
rous, and good, fiich as may manifeft to the world" 
whofe Son and Succeflbr you are, is the lincere wiflii 
of. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful Friend, 

I'ttchfield. 

January i. 1773. 

and obedient Humble Servant, 


EDWARD IVES. 
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T H E 


P R E F A C E. 


T he principal part of the Firft Book here offered to the Public, 
and the whole of the Second Book, were tranfcribed from 
original papers eleven years ago, merely for my own amufernent, 
and for the gratification of my family and friends. Having however 
been lately prevailed upon to fubmit them to the perufal of two 
or three Gentlemen, diftinguifhed in the Republic of Letters, they 
warmly recommended it to me to fend them to the Prefs, giving 
it as their opinion, that they would not only be entertaining, but 
ufeful to the world. To them, therefore, and the partiality of 
their judgments, . it is owing, that they now make their appear- 
ance in public. 

The ffile of the Second Book, lb different from that of the 
firft, may poflibly afford juft room for criticifm ; and I may be 
cenfured for not having new-modelled it, and given the whole 
in a continued hiftorical narration. I once endeavoured to do it, 
but foon found myfelf unequal to the talk : I therefore refolved to 
let the Second Book continue in the fame form as when firft com- 
mitted to paper. However difagreeable or diffimilar this mixture 
may be, yet it will be attended with the following advantage at 
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leafl: ; the fev'cral incidents will be fet before the Reader, juft as 
they ftruck the Author’s mind, and confequently in a more natural 
and ealy manner. Befides, I was apprehenlive, that to have cur- 
tailed, or enlarged on, my original fentiments, would have given 
reafon to fufpedt the fidelity of the whole. 

Should it be objefted, that I have treated too minutely of 
myfelf and my own concerns ; I have only to anfwer, that the 
man who writes his own journey, is under a neceflity in fome 
degree of making himfelf the hero of his own tale. But however 
trivial many of the incidents relating to myfelf, may now appear, 
at the time they happened they were felt by me with the 
moft exonifite fenfibility j and therefore hope the infertion of them 
will be either overlooked or pardoned by the candid Reader. 

It becomes me to own alfo, that to enrich the Firft Book, I have 
made free with fome of the Obfervations made on the Ea/l Lidians, 
and on the Animal and Vegetable Produdions of their Country, by 
my two late valuable and ingenious friends, the Rev. Mr. Cobbe 
and Mr. George Thomas, whofe papers fell into my hands foon after 
their deceafe. However, though fcnfible of the obligation I lie 
under, in having thofe Gentlemen’s remarks thus fortunately blended 
with my own, I fliall think myfelf fufficiently happy, if even 
by fome borrowed riches and beauties, I have been able to produce 
a work not altogether unworthy of the attention of the Public. 

The general Map of the courfe of the River Euphrates, and of 
.our route through Afiatk-Turky, which is inferted in the Second 
Book, inuft certainly prove very acceptable to the Reader, as it 
convevs an increafe of knowledge in the geography of a country 
w'hich hitherto has been but little known, and as the truth and 
accuracy thereof may be entirely depended upon, being done by the 
late ingenious Mr. Doidge, from his own, and the joint obferva- 
jtions of Captain 'James Alms of the Royal Navy. 
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The other general Map and Chart, with the Copper-plates which 
are given in the courfe of the work, may allb juftly claim great 
merit. The three Views of Gcriah the ftrong fortrels of ylugria 
the Pirate, were drawn on the fpot by the late Captain Nortf.uil, of 
the King’s Artillery : They give a clear and diftind: idea of the 
importance of that place, whofe Mafter for a long time had been 
the terror of every trader in the Eq/i Indies. The remaining Draw- 
ings relate either to matters of Antiquity or Modern Curiofity. To 
the impartial decihon of the Public the whole of the Work is now 
refpedtfully fubmitted*. 
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VOYAGE 

T O 

INDIA, &c. &c. 

BOOK I. 


CHAP. I. 

^ht occafton of the voyage. T!he Author fails from Splthead, as Surgeon of 

the Kent, Admiral Watfon’s Jhip. The Admiral touches at Kingfale in 

Ireland, where two of the capital Jhips are difabled by a form. He 

arrives at Madeira. The run from thence to Madagafcar. A defcrip- 

tion of that ijland. Chara£ler of the people. Account of the king., 

his court and attendants. Anecdotes relative to the temper of the Mada- 

gal'carians. Their religion, cujloms, and way of living, Animal and 

vegetable produSlions of the ijland, &c. &c. &c. 

I Mmediately after the peace Aix la Chapelle, or as foon as our fea and 1749 
land forces under the command of Admiral Bofcawen had left the Indies to 
and were on their return to England ; Monf. Dupleix, governor of Pondi- 1 753. 
cherry, began by his intrigues to fow the feeds of diffention among the country ' — ir— 
princes and when he had fo far fucceedcd as to fet them at variance with 
one another, he fent a body of European troops into the field, as auxili- 
aries to thofe Nabobs who efpoufed the French intereft ; and who, by dint of 
this fupply, gained feveral fucceffive advantages over the other princes who 
were friends to our Eajl Jgdia company. Mustapha-Jing, a powerful 
prince, and Chunda-Saeb, an enterprifing general, were thofe with whom 
be was principally conncded, and whom he made ufe of as inftruments for 
bringing about his ambitious defigns. Dcfigns no lefs cxtcnfive, than of 
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1 749 acquiring for his nation an ablblute afcendency over the whole Carnatic and 
to Deccan^ and for himfelf, immortal honour and immenfe riches. The EngUjh 

1753 ' prefidency were poflefled of fuch convincing proofs of his infatiable avarice, 
and third: for power ; that they prudently and refolurely determined to exert 
their utmoft abilities in putting a flop to his violent, and hitherto rapid 
proceedings : for that purpofe, they, under the charader of allies, joined 
their forces with the armies of a prince called Nazir-Jing, and of the 
Nabob of Arcot named Mahomed-Aly ; againft whom their enemies were 
now taking the field. 

Thus the Engliflj and French companies, though they could not act as 
©pen and declared enemies, becaufe of the peace which fubfifted between 
their refpedive fovereigns ; yet under the affumed name of auxiliaries, they 
for feveral years carried on an expenfive and bloody war againft each other. 
And, although the Britijh arms never gained greater glory, than in fome of 
the battles which were fought on this occafion, particularly in thofe, where 
Major Lawrence and Mr. Clive commanded ; yet, as the French had a far fu- 
perior number of European troops, and had been fo artful as to form con- 
nedions with the moft powerful princes of the country ; with thefe ad- 
vantages, they made fo confiderable a progrefs, as greatly to alarm the 
whole of the Englijh fettlements, and to fill them with apprehenfions, left 
the day might come, when Monf. Dupleix's ambition might be gratified in 
its utmoft extent. The governor and council of thofe fettlements therefore 
fent repeated accounts of their difagreeable fituation, to the diredors of the 
Englijh Eajl India company, who petitioned government in their behalf; and 
at length a fmall fquadron of the king’s lliips, under the command of Charles 
JVatfon, Efq; Rear-Admiral of the Blue, and a regiment of infantry under 
that of Colonel Adlercrony were granted for their relief. 

1754. On the 22d day of February 1754, the Kent (of which Ihip I had been 
— > appointed furgeon) failed from Spitbead to Plymouth, the place of rendez- 
vous for the fquadron-, and on the 9th of March, Admirnl fFatfon put to fea. 
with the following Ihips for th&EaJt Indies. 


Kent, (with the admiral’s flag) 

»!*• 

Capt. Henry Speke 

Guns. 

70 

Eagle, (with a broad pendant j 

Capt. George Pocock 

60. 

SaUPury - . - - 

Capt. Thomas Knowler 

50 

Brijlol - _ - - 

Capt. Thomas Latham 

50 

Bridgewater - - - - 

Capt., William Martin 

20 

Kingsfijher Sloop . - - 

Capt. Bejl Migbel 

16 


The admiral’s inftrudions direded him to repair to Cork in Ireland, and: 
there to receive on board his fquadTon, as many of the king’s troops as 
fee could conveniently difpofc of. This he attempted doing, but the wind; 
being unfavourable, he judged it neceffary to 'pysx. vciX.oKingfale road. On 
the 1 2th he anchored there, and immediately difpatched a letter to Colonel 

Adlercrm 
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Adlercron, acquainting him of his arrival, and requefting him to march with 1754. 
his regiment to that port. v— -v— . 

On the 1 9th in the afternoon, the wind blew very hard from the fouth 
eaft, accompanied with fleet and hail, and a very high fca poured into the 
bay, which occafloned the Eagle to part her fmall bower cable, and to drive 
a-thwart the Brijlol'% hawfe. The officers of the Eagle fo exerted them- 
I'elves, that they foon cleared her from the Briftol, but not without the lofs 
of this laft Ihip’s head and bowfprir. At night, both (hips parted from 
their anchors, and drove very near the Ihore ■, their marts were cut away, 
and fignals of dirtrefs were made; but unfortunately the fca ran fo high, that 
no boats could lye along fide of them, and confequently no effcdtual relief 
could be fent to their affirtance. The wind and fea abating in the morn- 
ing, gave the admiral an opportunity of getting off both the Ihips, by his 
fending all the boats of the fquadron to aflirt them ; but they were fo much 
difabled, as not to be capable of proceeding on their intended expedition. 

Mr. IVatfon, being by this accident deprived of fo confiderable a part of 
the force of his fquadron, for fome time debated with himfelf, whether he 
fliould immediately purfue his voyage with thofe few Ihips which were rtill 
fit for fea, or wait where he was, till the difabled fliips could be replaced. 

His zeal for the fervice however determined him to embrace the former alter- 
native, and he difpatched two exprefles, one to the Secretary of the 
Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty, and another to Colonel Adlercron : 
he acquainted the colonel with his determination of proceeding with the 
Kent, Salijbury, Bridgewater, and Kingsfijher only ; and defired him, that 
the divifion of his regiment which was intended for thole Ihips, might 
embark with all poffible expedition ; and that the other divifion, might 
be put on board the two fhips which were difabled, and proceed in them 
to Plymouth, where he did not doubt but other Ihips would be foon ready 
to receive them, and follow him to India. The remainder of the regiment 
was to embark in fome of the Eaft India company’s Ihips, which of courfe 
would not fail to follow the admiral ; but as they were not ready at the 
time he failed from England, he had received orders not to wait for them. 

On the 24th, fome of the troops were put on board ; and the fame day, 
the admiral with his two Ihips, frigate and floop, weighed anchor, and 
failed ; leaving the two difabled fliips behind him, and appointing the Car- 
land, Captain 5 /»ry, to convoy them to Plymouth. — April the 6th, we anchored 
in Fonchial road, off the ifland of Madeira, a place famous for fupplying not 
only Europe, but all our fettlcments in both the Indies, with a moft excellent 
wine. This refrelhing liquor however, like other things, of late years 
is greatly increafed in its price. Ten or twelve years before, the beft 
wine on the ifland was fold from 12 to 14 pounds the pipe; but at the time 
we were there, none could be got for lefs than 20 and 22 pounds. 
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1754' This ifland of Madeira is to the crown of Portugal', fituated in t 

'' ' fine climate, in the latitude ot 32* 27' north. The face of the country 

is very mountainous, intcrfperfed with vineyards, which form a moft ro- 
mantic and delightful profpeft. The tops of the highcft of thefc moun- 
tains are always covered with fnow ; feme of the gentlemen of our fquadron 
ventured to fcale one of them, but found the air round the fummit of it f© 
exceedingly cold, that they were glad to get down again as taft as poffible. 
We have a conful always redding here, and feveral confiderable merchants 
of our nation live at Fonchial, which is the only place of trade in the whole 
iiland. 

Whilft we continued at Madeira, we met with many difagreeable delays 
in fupplying our Iquadron with wine and other refrefhments, on account of 
the Paffion-week, and the carnival that followed it •, at which feafon all 
bufinefs there is at a ftand, and ftrangers are fure to be entertained with 
much gaudy, fuperftitious mummery. The cuftom indeed of celebrating 
this feftival with a great deal of religious pageantry, is obferved in all Popifh 
covmtries,. but probably no where carried to fo great an height as among 
the Portuguefe, who are the moft bigotted to the fopperies of their religion 
of any nation under the fun. 

On the 19th o{ April, at 10 o’clock in the morning, we took our leave of 
Madeira, and on the 23d faw the ifland of Palma, one of the Canaries, dif- 
tantfrom us four leagues. By the 25th, we were got into the trade winds ■, 
and in a day or two afterwards were in fight of Bonavifta, one of the Cape 
deVerd iflands. About the middle o( May, our fhip being too much crowded 
with ftores and men, and confequently very hot between decks j the crewA 
became fo fickly, that in fix days we buried feven men, and had 16a on the 
fick lift, chiefly with putrid fevers. On the 3d of June, at the very hour 
Capt. Speke had calculated, we difeovered the ifland Trbtidada and the next 
morning Martinvas was in fight. The latter is compofed of inacceflible 
rocks but the former, as I was informed, is well covered with woods, and 
has a fandy bay at the north-eaft end, where there is plenty of frelh water. 

In our whole run from Madeira to thefe laft mentioned iflands, we faw 
nothing very remarkable; or only fuch objefts as arc always to be met with 
in thole fcas : fuch as great flights of different forts of birds, near the 
land ; and vaft numbers of flying fifh. We caught alfo fome fharks in 
calm weather; to fome of which were flicking feveral black fifh, from 
eight inches to a foot long : the failors called them the fucking-fifh, but 
they are really the Remora. Some time in June the crews of the feveral fhips 
of the fquadron, with baited 'hooks, caught fome Pintado-hxxds-, they are 
about the bignefs of a pidgeon,. and when fwimming on the water, very 
niuch refemble that bird. They are prettily mottled on the back and wings, 
their heads arc, of a dark blue colour, their bills are fharp and ftrong, their- 
Jlegs black* and their feet webbed. When caught, they cannot rifc to fly 

from, 



[ i ] 

from the deck, but will moil readily do fo, out of a tub of water. An 
glbatrofe, a fea-fowl, was fhot off the Cape of Good Hope^ which meafured 
174^ feet from wing to wing. A Jhark was alfo caught, and brought on 
board the Cumberland., with 72 young ones in her belly, each from 6 to 14 
inches long. Another was afterwards caught by the Salijbury'sxrcvf, which 
had the horns, fkin, and many bones of a bullock in the belly. After it was 
dead and dried, a very large man pafled through its jaws. 

^ In the unfettled and hot weather we had, during our continuance near 
the line, the putrid fever raged among us j (owing in a great degree alii) 
to the ftock-filh, which we had taken on board as part of our provifion-, 
turning putrid.*) Our people, when firft taken, complained of violent head- 
aciies, pain in their limbs, and an univerfal reftlelihefs. By the latter end 
of June, we had advanced far to the fouthward, and confequently were 
in a colder climate. On the 17th oi July, at three in the morning, we 
difeovered the long wilhed-for ifland of Madagafcar. At four made the fignal, 
wore Ihip, and brought to ; and on the i8th we anchored in Si. Jugujiine's 
bay, at the fouthern- part of the ifland, latitude 23“ 4.2' fouth, in i 5 fatliom 
water. The 19th, we received on board frclh beef for the ufe of the 
feveral Ihips companies, who with eagernefs and tranfport fed on this delicious 
fare. The next day, the admiral was fo kind as to ifluc his warrant, by 
which 1 was appointed to take under my care the fick and wounded of the 
whole fquadroh. 

The firft care after our arrival at Madagafcar, was to get our fick afliore. 
Thofc in' the Kent alone amounted to 150: The complaints of fome, were 
tJie fame putrid fevers which had before given us fo much trouble while 
in the neighbourhood of the equinoflial ; but the greater part were now af- 
flifted with the feurvy, and to fo great a degree, that they had not ftrength 
enough to crawl upon the deck, and fcarcely to breathe ; we were obliged 
therefore to carry them out of the Ihip in their hammocks ; I)ut fo falutary 
was the land, and the refrelhments it produced, that in lefs than three 
weeks after they were put alhore, almoft all of them happily recovered their 
former health and vigour. ^ 

* 

This ifland, which lies between 12 and 26° fouth latitude, is of great ex- 
tent, and very fruitful, abounding in moft of the neceflarief of lilc. It is 
governed by four or five kings, who frequently are at war with each other, 
when they make inroads into the enemies country, and carry off both 
families and- cattle ; the firft are fometimes fold to the Europeans, as Haves. 

The bullocks on this ifland are very large and fat, weighing ufually from 
6 to 700 pounds each, and are much valued by the feveral European na* 

Two thirds of the ftock-filh which government fupplied the Ihip with, we were obliged 
to throw over board. 
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1754* tiff’s who have fettlements in India. They (end (hips hither on purpofe for 

■ -»v— them, which they kill and fait upon the ifland. Thefe bullocks have all 
a remarkable protuberance, or portion of fat, feated between the two 
Ihoulders, weighing about twenty pounds ; which in general is very much 
elleemed, after having lain fome time in fait. For my own part however, I 
could not join in the extravagant praifes given to this piece in particular, nor 
indeed to any of the beef of this idand •, for though the oxen are very large, 
fat and fair to look upon, yet the herbage they eat, gives their flefli a 
peculiar, and to me a very difagreeablc tafte. The natives have a very 
dexterous method of bringing the ox to the daughter. They throw a 
rope, with a running knot, over the horns of that particular beaft, which 
the purchafer hath chofcn out of a great number, and with the fame rope 
drag the vidim to a tree ; around the trunk of which, they take a turn 
with the rope, and draw the ox clofe up to it, where it is eafily flaughtcred 
by the butcher. The idanders themfelves never drip off the hide, but feed 
on that with as much pleafure as on any other part of the beaft. The dieep 
of Madagafcar differ very little from the goats, being alike hairy, only their 
heads are fomowhat larger. They have necks like a calf, and a tail that 
weighs at lead: ten pounds. 

We had no fooner come to an anchor at this idand, but old Rohin Hood., 
and another of the king of Baba's people, whom they call purfers •, Philibey, 
the General ; and Captains "'John Anderfon and Frederick Martin, came on- 
board the Kent : thefe were fome of the chiefs of the king’s court, who 
prided themfelves in being called by Englijh names. And the king’s own 
family likewife, in imitation of the court of England, is not without a 
Prince of Wales, a Duke of Cumberland, a Prince Augujius, and Princelles, 
diftinguifhed by Englijh names. 

All the great men abovementioned, came on board naked, except a 
covering over their hips, and another over their dioulders, made of a cer- 
tain grafs growing on the idand, which they had ornamented with fmall glafs 
beads, by way of border or fringe. Their hair was not altogether fo wool- 
ly as is the Africans on the coaft of' Guinea, but rather refembling the long 
black hair of the Indian : The Madagafcarian wives take great pains with 
their hudaands hair : They fometimes put it in large and regular curls, 
and at other times braid it in great order, making it to diine with a par- 
ticular oil which the idand produces. The men are rather tall than other- 
wife, and dightly made, yet ftrong •, they always carry in their hands a wooden 
lance, headed with iron. This lance is in general made very neat, which 
they throw thirty or forty yards with great exaftnefs, ftriking the fmalleft 
objeff. Befides this implement of war, they arc commonly mafters of a 
mufket, which they get from Europeans in exchange for cattle i and this they 
arc always fure to keep in the niceft order. — I am forry to fay, that the Eng- 
lijh are frequently guilty of great impofitions in this kind of traffic, by dif- 
pofing of cheap and ill-tempered gun-barrels, among the poor inhabitants,, 
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who Ibmetimes lofe their lives by the burfting of thefc pieces. Such 
iniquitous practices as thefc, muft in the end prove injurious to the nation } 
and has indeed already made the name of more than one of thefc traders 
truly infamous among the deluded, but hitherto friendly, Madagafearians^ or 
Malgaches *. 

They are a civil, good-natured people, but eafily provokcii, and apt to 
fliew their refentment on the leaft provocation, efpecially where they think 
themfelves injured, or flighted. An inftance of this happened during our 
ftay among them. A wife of “John Anderfon came to our tents, and purchafed 
a clafp-knife of a common failor; in her return home flie had the misfortune 
to drop it; as foon as fhe difeovered her lofs, Ihe ran back in the greateft: 
anxiety towards our people ; in her way, Ihe obferved a fcaman to ftoop, and 
take up fomething from the ground, which on her getting up with him, 
Ihe difeovered to be her knife, and demanded it as her property. The failor 
refufing to part with it, flie hurried home, and acquainted her hufband with 
what had happened. Immediately, and in the greatefl rage, he commanded 
his fervants and flaves to arm themfelves, and at the head of them he 
inarched into our camp. Lieutenant Carnac of Adkreron's regiment, and 
our other officers on fliore, were at dinner in their tent ; and upon hearing 
a great uproar, they ran out and difeovered John Anderf on with fifteen other 
natives, armed with loaded mufkets, and in violent altercation with our 
people. It is impoffible to deferibe the fury which was vifible in Anderfon’s 
countenance. The officers being upon the beft footing with him, went to 
him, and defired to know the caufe of this unbecoming behaviour. He gave 
them a fhort anfwer, and in a very peremptory tone demanded the knife. 
They, in return, calmly reafoned with him, and afleed him how he could 
think of behaving in fo outrageous a manner to his friends. He anfwered, 
“ they were no friends of his, unlefs they did him jujiice.” They itill went on 
foothing him, but at the fame time gave him to underftand, that his afting 
in this frantic manner was not only ridiculous, but dangerous to a great 
degree ; for had they been as violent as himfelf, it was next to an impoffi- 
bility that either he or any one of his followers could have returned back 
alive. He replied, “ that he would fooner die, than tamely put up an injury.''' 
At laft, with great difficulty,, they appeafed him, prevailed upon him to 
fend back his people, and to enter their tent. Here they gave hip a dram, 
and fummoned before them the failor. The fellow frankly acTcnowledged 
that he had found a knife, and that it was very poffible it might belong to 
Anderfon'i wife, but that as yet he had only her word for it. The woman, 
in anfwer to this, produced the perfon from whom flie bought it, who prov- 
ing it to be her property, the knife was prefently reftored, and the affair 
amicably fettled to the entire fatisfaftion of all parties. 

Another charafteriftic of the Madagafearians, is, the very high notions 
they entertain of the dignity of their hng ; which they carry to io great an 

* h general term applied to the inhabitants of that illand. 
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I754' height, that they are never more fcnfibly hurt, than when they think you 
^ are treating him with any kind of incivility. We met with a moft ftriking 
inftance of this, foon after our arrival at the ifland, when the purfers 
made Admiral JVatfon their firft vifit. At the time thefe people entered the 
fliip, it happened that the admiral was deeply engaged in bufinefs •, he there- 
fore defired Captain Speke^ (who had been at Madagafcar before, and con- 
fcquently was acquainted with moft of them) to officiate as his deputy, and 
entertain them in the ward-room, till he could wait upon them in perfon. 
I'his talk. Captain Speke executed with the greateft hofpitaliiy and politenel'sj 
but notwithftanding all his endeavours to pleafe, in Icfs than twenty minutes 
they became quite impatient, and very ferious ; talked much of going afhore 
again, and of their king’s dignity being greatly hurt by this delay, “ voho 
(they laid) •was a great man^ and would be much difpleafed, when he Jhould be 
told they had waited fo long before they had been admitted to an audience of the 
commodore j” for fo they called the admiral not only at his firft arrival, but 
ever afterwards, it being a title they had been much accuftomed to nor 
had they before been ever vifited by an officer of Mr. lVatfon'% rank. 
Captain Speke^ touched with their complaints, hurried away to the admiral, 
who immediately admitted them into his cabin, and made them happy. 
Before they took their leave however, they in very plain terms gave Mr. 
Watfon to underftand, that unlefs he made the King of Baba the firft vifit, no 
jprovifion of confequence would be fuffered to be put on board his Ihips. 


The reader will excufc my giving him another inftance of this kind, 
which ftill more ftrikingly difplays the extreme fenfibility of thefe iflanders, 
in refpcfl to their king’s dignity. Robin Hood (who feemed to aft as prime 
minifter, and negotiated moft of the king’s concerns with our agent-viftu- 
aller) was one day tranfafting bufinefs with another gentleman of the fqua- 
dron, and they happened to differ fo much about the value of a certain 
commodity, that high words arofe, and at length Robin Hood in the greateft 
agitation ftarted from the ground where he was fitting, and fwore that he 
would immediately acquaint the king of Baba with what had paffed. Our 
Englifh gentleman, too much heated with this threat, and the violent alter- 
cation which had preceded it, unguardedly replied, “ D — n the king of 
Baba.'‘'——-Th& eyes of Robin Hood flafhed like lightning, and in the moft 
violent wrath he retorted, D — n King George.” At the fame inftant he left 
the fpot, hurrying away towards the Madagafcarian cottages. Our country- 
nr»n was foon Itruck with the impropriety of his behaviour, followed 
and overtook the difputant, and having made all proper conceffions, the 
affair was happily terminated. 


Moft of the natives near this bay, fpeak as much broken Englifh as en- 
ables them to exchange their cattle, poultry, milk, fruit, rice, lalt, pur- 
flain, potatoes, yams, fifli, lances and fhells, for our mulkets, powder, bul- 
lets, flints, clouties (which include handkerchiefs and linnen of all forts) 
beads, iron-pots, &c. Silver is in great efteem with them; they call it A&- 
3 nila. 
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fUlAy and make it into bracelets for their wives : they pay but little regard 
to gold if you offer it to them at the fame time with filver, they never hcfi- 
tate to prefer the latter. 

On the right hand as you enter the bay, lives one Prmcc William •, he is 
related, and tributary, to the king, yet in moft cafes adls as an indepen- 
dant prince-, and is always fure to ufe his utmoft endeavours with the officers 
of the (hips that touch there, to pitch their tents on his fide of the country, 
and to buy their provifions of him, inftead of the king or bis fubjeds. In 
this prince’s territories, not far diftant from the fea, are the remains of 
a fort, built by Avery the pirate. 

His majefty of Baba refides in a town built with mud, which {lands up the 
country, about twelve miles from St. Augufline'% Bay. About four days 
after our arrival, he came down with his family into our neighbourhood, and 
fent his heir apparent on board, accompanied by the duke oi Baba., and other 
great perfonages of his court, to congratulate the admiral on his arrival at 
Madagafcar, and to know on what day he intended paying him a vifit. The 
admiral made each of thefe ambalTadors a prelent of a pair of piilols, a gun, 
a fword, and fome bottles of brandy ; appointed a day for paying his re- 
fpeds to the king, and fent them all alhorc in the higheft fpirits, and per' 
fedly happy. On the day which had been fixed for his public audience, 
the admiral, attended by all the captains, and other officers of his fquadron, 
walked about half a mile from our own tents down to thofe of his majefty, 
and was uihered into the largell of them by the beat of two drums, which 
by the particular dcfire of Robin Hood had been fent from on board the Kent 
this prime minifter declaring, that as the admiral was a great man, and the 
king of Baba a great man alfo, the admiral Ihould bring his mufic to do 
honour to the king ; and the king’s mufic in return (which confifted only of 
two pair of great conch-fhells) fhould found in honour of the admiral. As 
nobody objeded to this reafonable propofal, the admiral was received in the 
manner preferibed by Robin Hood. 

The king was about fixty years of age, very corpulent, and had at that 
time a violent fit of the gout. He was fitting on a grafs-mat fpread on the 
ground, with a wrapper round his middle, and on his head he wore a 
Dutch grenadier’s cap, a foot and a half high, faced with the arms of the 
Dutch Eajl India company cut in brafs. He took the admiral by the hand, 
and enquired how King George did : when he was told that he was now in 
health, but had lately been in great afflidion on account of the death of his 
eldeft fon -, he feelingly replied, “ I have likewife loft my Prince of 
Wales.” He then enquired of the admiral, what prefents he had for him. 
Thefe, confiding of fire-arms, fwords and fpirituous liquors, were immedi- 
ately given but none feemed to pleafe him fo much as the brandy, he only 
found fault that there was not enough of it. His three queens, and many other 
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ladies of the court/ attended this meeting. They too had their prefents.^ 
And the admiral, to treat them, as he thought, the more genteely, ordered 
three or four dozen of bottles of white wine to be brought •, but upon their 
rafting it, they fpoke of it as infipid, and, like the king, preferred brandy as 
the better liquor. Mr. IVatfon apologized for his not having a greater ftock of 
it ; but affiired them, and his majefty of Baba alfo, that the next time he 
made this voyage, he would not fail to bring them a much larger quantity. 
Before the audience broke up, the king afked the admiral, whether he had 
any doftor with him ? who replied, yes. He then afleed, “/j be a great debtor? 
^king's doblor?” to which the admiral replied in the affirmative. “ Let him, 
(rejoined the king) give me fome mahomets (that is, fome medicines) for my 
fick knee.” -^The admiral then fpoke to me, who ftood near him; when ad- 
drefiing myfelf to the king, I gave him my word, that he ftiould not be many 
'.days without them. / The admiral having mentioned to the king oi^aba^ the 
provifions he wanted for his fquadron, the latter gave orders to his purfers, 
that we fhould immediately be fupplied with them; Then the admiral, after 
ehanking the king for his civility and alTiftance, took his leave. 

Before I clofc this feene, I cannot omit deferibing the grotefque drefs and 
figure of one of the favourites at this court, who in his younger days had 
been in England, where he acquired a tafte for the European fafliions. They 
called him Captain ^om Hill-, he was a little old nian, had neither ftioes, 
ftockings, breeches, nor (hirt on, but wore a wrapper round his thighs, and 
an old filk-waiftcoat next his (kin, ornamented with a bugle-fringe: An old 
tattered blue coat, an old grey tye-wig, a filver-laced hat, and a fword with- 
out a fcabbard, made up the remainder of his drefs, and all together pre- 
fented a moft ridiculous figure. 

The generality of my readers, will probably look down with wonder and 
pity, if not with contempt, on the rude fimplicity and unpolilhed man- 
ners of the people now deferibed : But let them turn back to the annals of 
Qur Englijh hiftory not two thoufand years ago, they will have the mortifi- 
cation to find the ancient Britons equally unacquainted with the polite arts, 
and quite as barbarous and uncivilized as the prefent Madagafearians *. And 
if our rude forefathers, by a p)crfevering virtue, a noble difintereftednefs, and 
a palTionate love for their country, could eredt a kingdom, fo capable of ex- 
citing admiration as we have now the happinefs to boaft of ; why ihould 
not the defeendants of the brave Madagafearians, at fome future period, emu - 
late the glory of our anceftors, and lay the foundations of an empire great 
and cxtenfive as our own, and. as much celebrated for the glory of its arms,. 

* Interiores plerique frumenta non ierunt, fed laAe & carne vivont, pclliburque funt vef- 
titi. Omnes verd (e Britanni vitro inficiunt, quod caeruleum afficit colorem ; atqae hoc 
horribiliore funt in pugna adfpeflu : capilloqae funt promiflb, atque omni parte corporis 
jtafa, prxter caput & labrum (uperius. Uxores habent deni duodeoiqne inter fe communes, 
k maxime Fratres cum Fratribns, Parentefque cum Liberlt. Sed & qui funt ex his nati eoruia 
babentur Uberi, a quibus primum virgines quieque do^te funt. 

Ciefar. de Bello Gallico, Lib. V. 
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height of genius, and delicacy of tafte ?— The prefumption is neither ground- 1754. 
lefs nor extravagant; for the ifland of Madagafcar is very fertile, and near ' — « — 
a thoufand miles in length, and at its widcft part, three hundred miles broad, 
fituated in a healthy climate, full of the fineft timber, and furnifhcs many 
other valuable materials fit for fliipping ; by which her natives might be en- 
abled to equip formidable fleets, extend their commerce over all the known 
part of the habitable world, and perhaps carry the terror of their arms into 
countries hitherto undifcovered. Thefe iflanders, likewife, are not at all dc 
ficient in that aftive and cntcrprifing ipirit fo neccfiary for perfcfting fuch 
glorious undertakings. 

Whilft we continued on this ifland, we found ourfelvcs frequently robb- 
ed of our linnen, as it was hanging out to dry, yet it was always ftolen 
in fo artful and dexterous a manner that we never had it in our power to de- 
tedt one Angle culprit during the whole time of our being there. One poor 
wretch indeed, who was concerned in this kind of theft, making his el'capc 
with his booty over the river, unfortunately ftuck in the mud, and was 
drowned. The following inftance will fhew the great prefence of mind, and 
exceeding dexterity of thefe iflanders, in thievifli exploits. One evening, as 
thirty or forty of our men were fitting round a fire, boiling their vic- 
tuals in their iron-pots, without the leaft: fufpicion of a thief’s being 
near them; a Madagafcarian with wonderful agility jumped over their 
heads into the circle, took one of the pots by the handle as it flood over 
the fire, and ran off with it towards the river; Our people, for a time 
continued looking on each other with amazement ; but before any of them 
had fo far recovered themfelves as to think of purfuing the thief, the fellow 
had made fuch good ufe of his legs, as to be quite out of their reach. 

Among the great variety of women, that daily reforted to our tents, I 
obferved one, who, as to her make and lymmetry of features, was a perfedt 
beauty. The Dutchefs oi Baba was alfo handfome ; but the king’s two 
daughters were far otherwife. The eldeft of thefe two ladies was extreme- 
ly coarfe in her perfon, and no lefs mafeuline in her behaviour. I'he 
youngeft was not quite ib plain or mafeuline as her filter, tho’ fhe had not 
much delicacy to boaft of: they were both unmarried. One of them had 
compleated her fortieth year; the ocher was not cpiite fo old. I'hey were 
of the company at court, when the admiral vifited their father; and foon 
afterwards, the eldeft of thefe princeffes condefeended fo far as to call upon 
the agent-viftualler at his tent : She carried a heavy mufket on her (boulder, 
of which Ihe appeared to be extremely fond, talked with great pleafure of the 
execution fhe had done with it in times pafl; but as the lock of it was 
now fpoiled, fhe defired the favour of him to get it put in proper repair for 
her; and added at the fame time, that fhe fhould he much obliged to him 
for his kindnefs. In fhort, our agent- viftualler caufed her mufket to be 
repaired, and Icemcd to Hand very high in her good graces. But not many 
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*754' days paflcd, before he unfortunately fell into difgrace, and too fenfibly ex- 
* pericnced the cffedls of her refentment. It happened thus. 

The admiral had thought it necelTary to give the chief men of the ifland 
an entertainment on board his own ihip; and at the time appointed for their 
coming, he fent his barge to convey them to the Kent^ giving orders, that 
none but men fhould be admitted. The king’s eldeft daughter, notwithftand- 
ing this injunftion, was determined to make one of the company, and for 
that purpofe repaired with the men to the water’s edge. The agent- viftualler 
had before told her, and now again reprefented to her the very great impro-- 
priety of a lady of her quality going on board the fliip •, and did not neg- 
left to add, that as the admiral’s commands were abfolute, he could not 
pofllbly allow her to go : All his remonftrances availed nothing j for no 
fooner had the barge reached the Ihore, and the ftool was put upon the beach, 
but Ihe got upon it, and was advancing; The agent-viftualler then took 
hold of her arm, and again remonftrated, intreating her to defift from her 
purpofe ; nay he offered to make her a prefent, provided Ihe would peace- 
ably retire. But all his pleading was to no effedfj itfeemed, that fhe had be- 
fore determined what part to aft: He then in pofitive terms declared, that 
ihe fhould not go, and with fome difficulty pulled her from the ftool to the 
fhore. On this, fhe not only greatly abufed him with her tongue, but 
alfo gave him fo violent a blow on one of his eyes with her lift, that he de- 
clared it to have been the fevereft he ever felt in his life. At laft, however, 
he got the better in his troublefome difpute with this royal virago; who re- 
turned home in fuch ill humour, that fhe was never afterwards thoroughly 
reconciled to the agcnt-viftualler, tho’ he took fome pains to be re-inftated in 
her favour. 

The younger of thefe princeffes (as before obferved) had alfo accompanied 
the king at the grand audience ; and at that time was pleafed to take fo 
great a fancy to the perfon of one of the admiral’s attendants, that fhe 
lignified her good liking the fame evening, in a prefent fhe fent him of two 
couple of fowls, and fome yams. The gentleman, to fhew himfelf not infen- 
fible of fo great a lady’s favour, prefented her with an handkerchief in return, 
which he fent by Robin Hood, who had been employed by her for the like 
purpofe. The next day, the fame meflenger took the gentleman afide, and 
told him, that the youngeft princefs was in love with him that Ihe defired 
he would come to her cabin at a certain hour of the night ; and that he himfelf 
would accompany him, to (hew him where the cabin flood. — The gentle- 
man anfwered, that he could not poffibly go, for at that time, and indeed 
for the whole night, he fhould be particularly engaged. The following day, 
and for three or four days afterwards, the fame ambaflador was very impor- 
tunate that due attention fhould be paid to the condefeenfion of the princefs 
and expatiated very largely on the great honour done to the gentleman in 
the preference which was given him by a king’s daughter. The favourite 
on this declared himfelf not infenfiblc hereof v but at length finding common. 

excui^ 
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cxGufcs availed nothing, and being entirely at a lofs to frame new ones, he 1754. 
plainly told Robin Hosdy that he need not give himfelf the trouble of coming v— « 
any more ; for to fpeak the truth, he was a married man, and therefore 
could not accept of the princefs’s favours, without being guilty of a breach 
of that folemn vow which he had made and ratified at the altar. Me then 
repeated feveral religious maxims which he had before talked over with 
Robin Hood, and ftrengthened the force of thole maxims by a prefent of a 
piece of filver, and two handkerchiefs ; not doubting but that by this well- 
timed bribe, he Ihould prevail upon him to become his advocate, and re- 
concile the princefs to her difappointment. — Robin Hoody tho’ he took the 
prefent, faid very coldly, “ that if it lay in his power, he would certainly 
pacify the lady’s refentment 5 but it would be a matter of great difficulty 
and often infilled on the very important confideration, of her being the 
daughter of a great king. Several days palTcd after this, before any thing 
more was faid upon the fubjeft between the melTengcr and the gentleman : 
at length the latter alked tlie other, if all was right with the princefs, and 
how file had taken his pofitive refufal ? Hood replied, “ I have been your 
friend, and told her your excufes ; but llie faid, that ffie did not believe 
they were the true reafons.” He then mentioned what had been this deli- 
cate princefs’s fuggellions upon the occafion, which cannot be repeated ; 
and added, “ She was very angry, and called you bad names, but 1 have 
now, after a great deal of trouble, made her tolerably eafy.” — J iius ended 
this ftrange negotiation ! — 

All the Madagafcarian womer., except thofe who are very poor indeed, 
wear a covering over their breafts and fhoulders, ornamented with glafs 
beads; and none go without a cloth over their hips. They commonly 
walk with a llender, long flick, or rod. The men. are allowed to have a.s 
many wives as they pleafe, or can lupport. 1 he king has three ; the Duke 
oiBaba but one; John Anderjon two. Their children, they often name 
after any Englijh officers, who happen to be there at the. time of their wives 
pregnancy, or delivery. One of John Anderfon's wives was with child, while 
we were there ; and he afTured Sir WiUiam Hewet, that if fhe brought him a 
boy, he would give the child his name and ticle^ 

The mea ofcen> prefent (or, as they term it, falamanca) you with an ox, 
calf, goat, &e. and in return e:^e 6 l to receive its full value in filver, or 
fome other comiriodity.. They without fcruplc tell you, in. their broken jar- 
gon, If you my friendy I your friend. You no my friendy 1 no your friend. 

I falamancayoUy you falamanca me." Their wives, without reftraint, vifit you 
in your tents, with or without their hufbands, and make you prefents on the 
fame footing as do- their hufbands.. If a wife is furprized by her hufband in 
thcaa of adultery, we were told, he never fails to put her and her gallant to 
death ; but if they are difeovered by any other perfon, the crime is fome- 
times compounded by a prefent of cattle, or (laves. Thefe are the chie^ 
i£ not only riches of the Madagafeariansy for they have no money ;, and 
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*754* except thofe who inhabit the Mud Town^ they all live either m mat-cabins, 
or huts made with boughs. The grandees have a fence round their cottages, 
with a court-yard, and diftinfl apartments for their different wives and child- 
ren, as well as for their flaves. 

During our flay at this ifland, I obferved with great concern feveral 
miferable objefts in the laft ftages of the venereal difeafe. They had not 
been able to find any cure ; and as far as I could learn, their doftors are to- 
tally ignorant of medicine, 'i'he only method they ufe for curing all com- 
plaints, as well outward hurts, as inward dileafes, is the wearing on their 
arm or neck a particular charm or amulet; or befmearing the part affliAed, 
with earth moifiened with the juice of fome tree or plant, and made up into 
a foft pafte. 

. The country, befidcs large timber-trees of different kinds, abounds alfo 
with a variety of flirubs, and fucculent plants. The fugar-canes are as 
thick as a ftout man’s wrift, and fo full of juice, that a foot of them in length 
will weigh two pounds, being much larger and finer than any in the fVeJl 
Indies. When the Madagafearians travel, they take a fugar cane on their 
backs to fubfift upon, which will ferve them two or three days. The 
tamarind tree grows in great plenty ; the leaves of which are like our com- 
mon fern : The tree is about the fize of an Englifh pear-tree, and not 
much unlike it. The fruit is contained in pods about the fize of thofe 
of the bean, which, when fit to gather, are brown, hard and brittle. 

A good beginning for a colleflion of curious fliells might be made on the 
Ihore of this ifland; they are now much more fcarce all over India., than 
they were formerly. — The I'abularia, a baftard kind of coral, is found 
here. 

The rivers, befides their abounding with great quantities of excellent fifh, 
are full of alligators of an enormous fize. The duke of Baba frequently ac- 
companied our parties in (hooting at them ; and when our gentlemen in one of 
theie excurfions came to a creek, which they were obliged to ford, his Grace, to 
lave them the trouble of undrefl'ing, with great good-nature took them one 
by one upon his back, and carried them over: He was a brilk, little man, 
about 28 years old, nephew to the king, and was particularly fond of a drum 
which had been given him by Commodore (late Admiral) Griffin, on which 
he could beat a march and the reveillee with great dexterity. 

The ifland produces a great plenty of Guinea-hens ; and all the rocks 
round about, both in Prince Wills and in the Ring’s country, are (locked 
with an abundance of mococks-, which is an innocent, pretty animal, of the 
fquirrel kind, about the fize of a cat, with a (harp head, like a young fox, 
a long bulhy tail, black aod white hair of exceeding delicacy and foltnefs : 
It has feet like the monkey, and ufually fits like that creature on its breech 

and 
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and two hind legs, balking, with its belly expofed to the fun. Its tricks are 1754. 
ot the monkey kind. Guanas, chamaeleons, lerpents, tarantulas, and a kind ' — r— 
of bats, called flying foxes, are found here ; their wings from the tip of 
one, to the extremity of the other, are five or fix feet, and they are a foot 
and half in breadth. 

But the moft extraordinary thing on the whole ifland, is the innumerable 
quantity of locufls it abounds with. Thefe rife from the low lands in thick 
cluud.s, which are fometimes extended to an incredible length and dif- 
tance. The natives eat thefe infers, and even prefer them to their fineft 
fiih. Their method of drefling them, is, to ftrip off their legs and wings, 
and fry them in oil 

It has been generally fuppofed, that a mixture of the Mahometan and 
Pagan religion is profefled in this ifland ; but tho’ this may be true, yet 
during our flay here, we faw no figns of the firft : the word mahomets indeed 
is frequently ufed by the natives, under which general term, they include all 
kinds of medicine, every fort of charm or amulet, and alfo a facrifice and 
prayer : hence it feems as if fome account of the religion of Mahomet had 
reached the ifland in paft ages, from the neighbouring continent *, and alfo 
that it had been favourably received by the natives, though the prelent gene- 
ration appeared to be entirely unacquainted with its principles and rites. 

I took fome pains to acquaint myfelf with their religbus tenets ; and they 
appear to worfliip one univerfal Father, whom, when they fpeak in Englijhy 
they call God, and in whom, they conceive to refide all kind of perfeition. 

The fun they look upon as a glorious body, and I believe, as a fpiritual 
Being, but created and dependent. They frequently look up to it with 
wonder, if not with praife and adoration. They make their fupplications to 
the One Almighty, and offer facrifices to him in their diflrefles. 

I had the curlofity to attend a facrifice at the hut of John Anderfon, wliofe 
father had for a long time been afflifted with ficknefs. At about lun-fer, 
an ox was brought into the yard, and the fon, who officiated as prieft, 
flew it v an altar was reared nigh, and the pofl; of it was Iprinkled with 
the blood of the viflim. The head, after it’s being fevered from the body, 

• This cultom of eatinjr locufts among the Madagaftariam, will determine that quedion 
about which learned men have fo long difputed, what food John the Baptift did eat when he 
Kved in the defert ? Whether the 'Aup'iJ'ef of this holy man were locuHs, according to the 
literal fenfe of the word in all Grecian authors, or whether thefe 'akpIJ'u were the fruit of fome 
tree, or a fpecies of birds i The firft, has been the opinion of all interpreters of the feriptures, 
who attended merely to the contents ; others, who were for Ihewing their criticsl and refined 
genius, have afferted, that yohn Baptiji never did eat locufts, for they are an unnatural food, 
never were ufed by any, and not adaptcrl for fuflenance. But if locufts are at this day eaten by 
the natives of Madagajcar, as they truly are, and alfo by many befides, why may not the Beipiiji 
have lived on the fame inl'cft, according to the gofpel hiftory i and which needs no alwration. 

’Ajtpi/sf will always remain what they have been, and the greateft IkilJ and labour will never 
change them to birds or fruit. See Ua£el^uift'i T ravels. 
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1754. was placed, with the horns on, at the foot of the altar; the cawl was 

— V ' burned in the fire, and moft of the pluck and entrails boiled in a pot. The 

fick man, who was brought to the door, and placed on the ground fo as 
to face the facrifice, prayed often, and feemingly with great fervency : his 
eyes were fixed attentively towards the heavens, and his hands held up in 
a fupplicating pofture. The ceremony ended with the fon’s cutting up the 
ox into fmall pieces, the greateft part of which he diflribiited among the poor 
flaves belonging to his father and himfelf, referving however fome of the beft 
pieces for his own ufe. Upon the whole, I faw fo many circumftances in this 
Madagafcarian facrifice, fo exaftly refembling thofe which are mentioned in 
the Old Teftament as offered up by the Jews, that I could not turn my 
thoughts back to the original, without being fenfibly ftruck at the exaftnefs 
of the copy. 

It happened fortunately for me, who conftantly refided at the fick tents- 
afhore, that at the requeft of feveral officers of our fquadron, who promiled 
to accompany me, and intended themfelves much innocent pleafantry in fing- 
ing the grand chorus anthem of God fave the king, long live the king, on the 
occafion, I had delayed giving his majefty of Baba the medicines I had pro- 
mifed him for the very night following that, in which I was to have de- 
livered them, he died fuddenly. Now, tho’ his death, by all the accounts 
we could pick up, was certainly occafioned by a violent fit of the gout in his 
head, and which probably was brought on by the too free ufe, and inebriat- 
ing, inflammatory quality of the brandy, which he had been prefented with ; 
yet there is no room to doubt, but that his loyal and refentful fubjefts would 
have imputed his demife to another caufe, and revenged themfelves on me 
as the poifoner of their king, had he chanced to have taken the fmallelt 
quantity of my medicines. 

The chiefs feemed deeply concerned at this fudden and unexpedbed event, 
and were very defirous that the king’s death fhould be kept a profound 
fecret : But finding this impoffible, about 1 1 o’clock of the fame evening in 
which he died, they repaired to the Mud Town, carrying with them the corpfe 
of their late monarch, and were accompanied by the feveral branches of the 
royal family. But before their departure, they took care to fet fire to every 
one of their tents. All the inhabitants in the neighbourhood foon followed 
the example of the court in repairing to the Mud Town, and left not the leaf!: 
thing behind them, fave the dogs of the village, which made fuch a hideous 
howling all the night, that it was impoffible for any of us to get a wink of 
fleep : but we had another reafon to prevent our taking any repofe, and that was, 
our having obferved the moft evident marks of great diforder amongft the 
natives, which we thought obliged us, for our own fafety, to keep a watchful 
guard the whole night. Frederick Martin, before he went off, came to 
take his leave of us, and begged with great earneftnefs for a frefh (upply of 
gun-powder ; he whifpered that the king was dead, and that in all proba- 
bility they fhould go to war about making another. We had been before 
X told. 
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told that the Duke of Bala would certainly fucceed to the throne *, but we 
afterwards learned, i\\dxPhilibey the general, having cfpoufcd thccaule of Ra~ 
pbani the late king’s Ton, and taken him under his tutelage and prote^ion i 
this youth, who was only fixteen years of age, fucceedcd his father as King 
of Bala. 

It was a lucky circumftancc for us, that our agent-viftualler had, before 
this event of the king’s death, amply furnifhcd all the fliips of the fquadron 
with frefli provifions ; for as after 'that event all kind of bufinefs was at a 
ftand, w'j confequently (hould elfe have been under a necelfity of going to 
Johanna o" fothS other port to have taken in the remainder of our fupplies. 

It may be of ufe to future navigators to be informed, that no good 
water i;. to be had at St. Augujline, unlefs they fend their boat four or five 
miles up the river ; and inftead of filling their calks at low water (as is the 
cafe in rnnft other rirers) they muft begin to fill here at about a quarter’s 
flood. I’he reafon affigncd for it, is, that the river has a communication 
with the fea at other places, as well as with this channel of St. Auguftine's Bay 
and by experience it has been found, that the fea water brought into the 
river by the flood tide, is not difchargcd till a quarter’s flood of the next tide 
in St. Auguftine's Bay ; and for three miles at Icaft up the river, the water is 
always very brackilh, if not quite fait. 

I cannot finilh my obfervations on this ifland, without hinting, that fuch 
quantities of limes and oranges grow here, the largeft calks may be eafily 
filled with their juices, and that at a very fmall expcncc, as they may be 
piirchafed with iron-pots, mulkets, powder, ball, flints, &c. &c. It is fuf- 
ficiently evident, that a fmall quantity of thefe juices mixed daily with the 
feamen’s common drink, would in great meafure prevent their falling into 
the feurvy ; adifeafe fo frequently attending all long voyages, and which by 
fad experience has been known to have deprived the nation of many more 
valuable men, than hath all the power of the enemy. It is, therefore, an 
objeft highly worthy the attention of government, that every Ihip of war, 
vvhich lhall happen to touch at this ifland, be provided with the juices of the 
lime and orange at the public cxpcnce j with the addition of fuch a quantity 
of rum, or other Ipirits, as lhall be necelTary to preferve the juice from cor- 
ruption. During our flay here, I procured and preferved about half a hogf- 
head full, which proved, as will be feen hereafter, of elTential fcrvice to the 
Kent'i> crew againft the feurvy, both before and after the fquadron got into 
. the Ganges. 

As the accounts hitherto given of this part of Madagafcar., its produftiorts, 
&c. by all former writers, have been very fupcrficial and imperfeft, I 
prefume the fupplying this deficiency, will at Icall merit the indulgence of the 
reader. 
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CHAP. II. 


Admiral Watfon leaves Madagafear, and 'arrives at Fort St. David.— 
An account of that fettlemmt, of the ChameeUon, animated Stalk, 
—De/cription of the inhabitants, their perfons, habits and coins.— ‘ 
Lijl of the different Carts into which the Indians divide tbcmfelves, 
with a Jhort account of their particular cufoms, &c. 


O N the feventh of Augufi, having compleated our ftock of water, and 
taken in a« many live cattle as we could flow, with a large quantity 
of limes and four oranges, we left the ifland of Madagafear-, fleering the 
proper courfe for our Eafi India fcttlements. September the 5th, we faw 
Fryars Hood in the ifland of Ceylon-, and on the 10th of the fame month we 
anchored in Fort St. Davids road. The 13th, Admiral Watfon on the part 
of his majefty, entered into a written contraft with me, for the eftablifliing 
an hofpital in the feveral fcttlements of India, into which I was to receive the 
fick and hurt of the fquadron, and provide them with medicinal and furgical 
alTiflance, and alfo with provifions, nurfes, &c. &c. 

On the appearance of our fquadron, with the king’s regiment, Monf. 
Godekeu, who had juft landed at Pondicherry from France, and fuperfeded 
Monf. Dupleix in his authority, moderated the high terms he had before ia- 
fiftcd on with our countrymen, and quickly agreed with Mr. Saunders, (the 
company’s governor at Fort St. George) that a lufpenfion of arms between the 
companies, and their refpedive allies, fliould take place, commencing on the 
1 1 th of OHohcr, and to continue until the 1 1 th of January following : fo that, 
to our great furprize, inftead of being employed on the objefts of war, we 
had nothing to do but look about us; and partake of that variety of amufe- 
ments, which ftrangers muft ever find in a country fo diftant, and fo differ- 
ent from their own. 


Fort St. David is a fmall, but ftrong and regular fortification, built on a 
rifing ground, about a mile from the Black-Town, which is called Cud- 
dalore. This laft has a wall running round it, with the addition of a few 
baftions, but is too large even for all the Englilh troops on the coaft properly 
to defend. In it, rcfide the greateft part of the native Indian inhabitants of 
Fort St. David's boundaries. Both the town, and the fort, are fltuated near 
the fca fide ; Cuddahre lying almoft due fouth from the fort. The extent of 
this fettlcment’s boundaries, are, towards the land, about four miles, and 
three along the lea fide : the former arc pointed out by a thick hedge of the 

aloe 
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aloe plant, and cocoa-nut tree, Iiaving baftions of fix or eight guns, at about i •';:4 
three-fourths of a mile from each other. In one of thefe little forts, deputy — 
Governor Starke had fitted up a pleafant apartment, and to which he fre- 
quently retired from Fort St. David. 

The country within the boundaries is very pleafant, and the air fine, hav- 
ing feldom any fogs. In the diftrift are many neat houfes witii garde ns ; tlie 
latter were laid out with much good tafte by the gentlemen, who cither had 
been, or were in the company‘s fervice. Thefe gardens produce fruits of 
different forts, fuch as pine-apples, oranges, limes, pomegranates, plan- 
taines, bananoes, mangoes, guavas, (red and white,) bedams (a fort of al- 
mond) pimple-nofes, called in the Weft Indies, chadocks, a very fine large 
fruit of the citron-kind, but of four or five times it’s fize, and many 
others. At the end of each gentleman’s garden, there is generally a fliady 
grove of cocoa-nut trees. Thefe gardens yield alfo many of the European 
kitchen plants, the feeds of which are cither fent from England, or from the 
Cape of Good Hope ; as celery, lettuce, onions, parfley, mint, artichokes, 
and fpinage. They have alfo a common plant of the country, not ufilike 
fpinage, which grows without any culture, and by our feamen is called Cul- 
lake. Radifhes arc to be had in great plenty ; they arc large, and of 
a white colour j when boiled, their relifh is better than an indifferent turnip. 
Colliflowers and cabbages alfo grow here, but not in any plenty. Grapes 
are very fcarce •, indeed they never flourilh in any of thofe hot countries that 
lie within 25, or even 30 degrees of the equinodlial. Probably we had never 
known that they grew in Egypt, but for the following lines in Virgil and 
Horace. 

“ Sunt fhafitc vites, funt et Mareotides alba." Georg, lib. ii. 

“ Mentemque lymphatam Mareotico 
“ Redegit in veros timores 
“ Cajar." Lib. i. ode 37. 

I met with two very curious animals here at Fort St. David. The firft 
was a Chamaleon, which is faid to live upon air ; probably this notion took its 
rife, from their remarkable fwclling and contrafting their bodies in the office of 
refpiration. The Chamaleon which I had in my poffeffion, was a very fine 
one, and along the back ran a rough ridge like fo many beads, Ihining very 
bright. I frequently put it upon white paper, but could never obferve that 
it altered to that colour. I fometimes kept my eyes ftedfaftly fixed upon 
it for half an hour, but never perceived the leaft alteration in colour, 
unlcfs I waved my hand over its back, or offered to touch it. The creature 
always appeared moft beautiful when frightened. Whenever I peeped 
into the balket where it was kept, it was of one colour, a faint, ycl- 
lowifh green, with a mixture of meal, as if a little flour had been thrown 
over iti after I had ftood half a minute, a few dufky fpots on the 
fides, and ftripes acrofs the back, would be fure to appear : when touched, 
it would hifs, which dilated the body to a prodigious fize j the mealinefs 
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then went off, and the whole body appeared of a bright yellow, alfo the 
ilripes on its back, and the fpots on the lidcs and belly, tia-ned quite black: 
fo that if you looked upon it one way, on the back, it had the appearance of 
a perch or a pilot-filh : if you took a fide view, the fpots rcfemblcd thofc of 
a cowry-ftiell *. The focket of the eye was remarkably large, in which it 
turned and rolled about the ball with great quicknefi, but the creature had 
the fmalleft fight or pupil 1 ever beheld i on its head was a kind of crown, not 
unlike that of an old hen bird; the mouth was ugly and remarkably 

large. TheChamatleon had a furprizing pouch (gulafaccata) under its throat ; 
I put feveral flics and gralhoppers into the bafket, but it refufcdto eat, till 
I forced tlKm into its mouth, and tlwn it chewed and fwallowed very' regu- 
iarly. It is an oviparous creature, feldom leaving off till it has laid forty or 
fifty eggs i and in this refped as well as in the fimilarity of its lhape, it 
rcfembles the Creatdil*. 

The other remarkable animal which I met with at Cuddalcre, was the ani- 
mated Stalky of which there are different kinds. Some appear like dry 
ftraws tied together ; others like grafs. Some have bodies much thicker 
than others, with the addition of two fcaly imperfed: wings; their neck is no 
bigger dian a pin, but twice as long as their bodies. Their heads are like 
an hare’s, and their eyes are vertical and very brilk. They live upon flies, 
which they catch very dexceroufly with the two fore feet, which they keep 
doubled up in three parts clofe to their head, and dart out very quick on the 
approach of their prey ; and when they have caught it, they cat very voraci- 
oufly, holdijsg it in the fame manner as a fquirrel does its food. On the 
outer joints of the fore feet are feveral hooks, very lharp for the cafier catch- 
ing and holding their prey, with the other feet, which are four in number, 
they take bold of trees or any other thing, the better ro furprize whatever they 
lie in wait for. They drink like a horfc, putting their mouths into the water. 
Their excrements, which are very white, are ahnofl: as large as the body of the 
animal, and (as the natives fay) dangerous to the eyes. 

The fparrows on this coaft, and over all Ittdiay are exaftly the fame as thofc 
we have in England. Here are many birds like yellow-hammers, which build 
their nefts very artfully, hanging them on the extremity cf the leaves of trees. 
Their nefts have a hole at the bottom, and another near the top ; which de- 
monftrates the fagacity of rhefe little animals, in thus fecuring to themfelvea 
a fafe retreat from the attack of an enemy. The neft appears like a cabbage- 
net ftuffed with ftraw, and is fattened to the end of the leaf f . 

la 


• A fmaU fheU which paiTes in JnSe for money ; from 4000 to 4800 go to a rupee. 

f On the ifland of Madagafcar I faw feveral exceeding fmall birds called the bird, and 
I took from the extreme point of fome leaves, three of their curioas little nellf,oneof which cofh- 
taioed three eggs of the fize of the hnaliell pea. We have the following account of this bird 
in Peimaat't Indian The birtk of the torrid zone, having a certain prefcience of 

the 
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In the neighbourhood of the agreeable retreats before mentioned, are manf 
pleafant rows of the ever-green tulip tree, which are planted through great 
part of the boundaries, in the fame manner as the elms in Sf. r4n(. 

At Tome little diftance from one of thele walks, is a building, belonging CO 
the company, and dcfigoed for the governor, called “ the garden-houfc.” 
It is roomy, handfome and well built \ and has a very good and large garden 
belonging to it, with long and pleafant avenues otf trees in the back and 
front. 



At the time wc were at Ftirt Si. Davids tire goveratH’, and a few other 
gentlemen of the fettlement, kept a chaife and a pair of horfes; fome drove a 
two wheel chaife with a fingle horfe, and others were content to take the air on 
horfcback. Since that time however, the number of carriages is greatly in- 
creafed. Almoft all the Europeans refident in India keep their PaUmfui*, 
which is a covered machine with cufhions in it, arched in the middle, to 
give more room, and air, and is carried on the (boulders of four or fix naen •, 
the expence attending it, is not lefs than thirty pounds fterling a year. This 
piece of Eafiern luxury therefore has been forbklden by the company to their 
youngeft fervants. Some years before our arrival in the country, they 
found fuch fumptuary laws fo abfolutely necelTary, that they gave cheftrkl- 
eft orders, that none of thele young gentlemen ibould fee allow^ even to hire 
a Roundel-boy •, whofc bufincfs, is, to walk by his mafter, and defend him 
with his Roundel or Umbrella from the heat of the fun. A young fellow of 
humour, upon this laft order coming over, altered the form of his 
fr-Om a round to a fquare, called it a Squaredel inliead of a Roundel^ and infifted 
that no order yet in force, forbad him the ufe of it. Thcfe orders, no doubt, 
were given with a view of preierving oecononny among the young people 
whofe circumftances were fiippofed not able to fupport fuch expcnces •, and 
whofe extravagancies in this and many other pariicttlars had occafioned their 
contracting fuch debts with thcjiatives, as they were not able todifeharge. So 
far it muft be allowed, that the company aflcd very laudably •, but at the fame 


the dangers thatfurround them, andof their own weakness, fufpend their nefts at the extreme 
branches of the trees ; they arc conlcious of inhabiting a climate replete with enemies to them 
and their young ; as, with fnakes that twine up the bodies of the. trees, and apes that are perpetu- 
ally in fearch of prey; but, Heaven-inftruaed, they elude the gliding of the one, and the 
a£livity of the other. 

The brute creation are more at enmity here than in other climates, and the birds are obliged 
to exert unufual artifice in placing their little brood out of the reach of the invader. Each 
akns at the fame end, tho^ by different means ; fome form their penfilf* nefiin (hape of apurfe, 
-deep, and open at top ; others with a hole in the fide, and others, lUll niora cautious,, with aa 
eatraaceat the very bottom, forming their lodge near the fummit. 

But the little fpecics wedefcrlbc {^cTaylor bird) Teems to have greater diffidence than any of 
the others : it will not trull its neft even to the extremity of a (lender twig, but one more ad- 
vance to fafety, by fixing it to the leaf iifelf. It picks up a dead leaf, and, furpriaing to relate, 
fews it to the fxde of a living one ; its Hender bill being the needle, and its thread fome fine 
4bxes; the linmg, feathers, gofEunef, and down.” 
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as'the Cuddalore^ and fcveral other black towns, in which the 
coiftpany’s bUfiBCfs M tranfafted, ftand at a great diftance from each other, 
aiid It is almi&ft'inipoffiblc for a gentleman juft arrived from England, to walk 
from one tO'‘tliie other of thefe places in the hot months, without getting an 
inflammatory fever i Were it only from motives of humanity, it is to be 
wifticd, that this moft refpeftable body of merchants would, at their own 
^xpence, allow all their fervants not only the ufe of Umbrellas, but alfo 
oi Palanquins-, fince it muft always be judged a duty incumbent on the 
conftituents to take as much care as poflible of the lives of their dependants 
in ahy of our diftant fcttlements, but more cfpecially in this unhealthy part of 
the world.- 

The prefidency of all our fcttlements on the coaft of Coromandel, was feated 
at Madrafs, until the taking of that place by the French in the year 1746. 
From that time, it was eftabliftied at Fcr/ St. David, and continued there 
till about the year 1752, when it was removed back to Madrafs-, at the 
fame time, however, orders were ilTued by the Eaji India Company, that a 
fubordinate council Ihould be ftill held at Fort St. David, under a deputy 
governor, who in rank was to be the next fenior fervant to the governor of 
Fort St. George. The fecond of this council was ordered to be of the rank of 
a councillor at the prefidency ; the remainder of the aflembly was to be made 
up of gentlemen,, whofe ftanding in the fervice was that of fenior or junior 
merchants. At our arrival in India, Richard Starke Efq; was deputy gover- 
nor; Thomas Cooke Efq; was fecond; MeflT. Robert Sloper, Richard Fairfield, 
and Richard Norris, were of the council ; and Mr. Call afted as engineer 

The coins we meet with at Fort St. David, arc, 

/. j. 

Pagodas, a gold coin, equal to — 08 
Rupees, a filver coin, equal to — 02 
Fanams, a filver coin, equal to — 00 
Cajh, a copper coin, equal to — • o o 

A 36 ftiilling piece changes for iS Rupees. 

An Englifij crov/nplcci - (or 26 Fanams. 

A Spamjh do\\2T - - - (ox 25 Fanams. 

All the above coins differ fomewhat in their value, at different times. 

The natives on this coaft are black, but of different fhades. Both men 
and women have longlhining black hair, which has not the lead tendency to 
wool, like that of the Guinea negroes. You cannot indeed affront them more, 

• In Jum 1758 Fort St. David wis taken and demolifhed by the French-, fince that time it 
has never been rebuilt. Mr. Coil firft went into India as pupil to the late very ingenious 
Mr. Benjamin Robins, and did great honour to his preceptor, as well as fervice to bis country, 
in his Ikilful defence as engineer of Fort St. George, when it was befieged by the French in the 
years 1758 and 1759, under the command of Monf. Lally-. 
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than to call them by the name of negroe^ as they conceive it implies an idea 
of flavery. The habit of the common men is only a piece of rag round their 
hips. The women in general wear a faih of different colours, about four yards 
long, and fomewhat more than a yard wide. I'hey turn it round their waift 
lengthways, letting the breadth hang down, which forms a kind of petticoat; 
then they bring the remaining part over their left flioulder acrofs the body, 
and finifh where they began : this forms a tolerably decent drefs, as the part 
that comes over the Ihoulders, quite covers the breafts. The children never 
wear any deaths, till they are five or fix years of age. Their method of 
carrying them, is not, like our’s, in the arms, but acrofs their hips. None 
of them know the ufe of a pair of Hays, and very few of them are any way de- 
formed. The men in general are tall and well-fliaped, and yet very timor- 
ous and pufillanimous. They are ill calculated for war, and except when 
they are led on by the Englijh or other Europeans^ feldom make any great 
figure in the field. Their belt troops are the foldiers, who are 
greatly inured to watching, faffing, and hardlhips : upon a march, and at all 
other times, their bed is no more than the fwath that goes round their middle, 
fpread on the bare ground and their cartridge box ierves them for a pillow 
to lay their heads on ; and yet with all their military difeipline, they never 
make any ftand, when oppoled to the regular forces brought from Europe. 

The Gentoo or Tagan religion principally prevails among the Indians^ of 
whom they reckon up a great number of what they call or tribes, 

which all preferye their particular cuftqms, ■ and never interfere with 
each other. I (hall here fet down a lift of the feveral caffs, into which 
the people over India divide thcmfelves, with a brief account of their parti- 
cular cuftoms. 

The moft honourable of the caffs, is that of the Brahm ws. Thefe are gene- 
rally priefts, and by their office have great influence over <he minds of the peo- 
ple. They lead very abftemious lives ; and as they admit the Metempfychofis, 
and believe that the fouls of men tranfmigrate into the bodies of beafts, they reli- 
gioufly abftain from the flelh of all animals. They abhor allb the propitiatory 
facrifice of brutes, and yet Ibme of them admit of another lacrifice infinitely 
more cruel and inexcufable, I mean offering up the wife to the manes of her 
dead hulband *. The admiral and feveral other gentlemen of our fquadion, 
were prefent at one of thel'e facrifices, and were all greatly affefted at the 
fight. Mr. fVatfon difeovering, as he imagined, fome figns of reludlance in 
the woman, while (he was advancing towards the funeral pile ; ordered his 
interpreter to go and afk her, whether (he voluntarily devoted herfclf to 
the flames ? Affuring her, that if flic was compelled to do it, be would inter- 


♦ MuHeres in India, cum eft cujufqttc carum Vir mortuns, in certaraen Judicmmqw veni- 
lint, quam plurimuro iJle dilexcrit : plurcs cnim fingulis folcnt elTe nuptae. Qu» eft viftrix ea 
laita, profequentibus fuis> una cum Viro in rogum imponitur: ilia vida, msefta difcedit. 

Cic.Tufc. Qneft.Jib^s. n. 7S. 
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754* ^ pofe, and fare htr. Heckfired, that llie would unrefervedfjr fpeak the real 
fentrments of her heart ; that if ftc chofe to live, flie had only to fay fo; that 
he would take care to fcriire her from the refentmcrtt of the Br»hinins on one 
hand, and frOte the reproaches of her relations on the other ; and fettle fo 
anTfdc a prorvifion open her, that for the future fhe fhould be enabled to live 
qaiite irrOTpendeht of her family, and enjoy every comfort of life. The 
poor woman was fay no means infenfible of Mr. Watfon'i kindnefsi 
Ihe defired the interpreter to return him her mofl! gratefi I thanks*, but 
withal to alllirc him, that -fhe was about to die, bath volurrtarily and chcar- 
fully. She loon afterwards placed herfelf at full length on a platform, which 
had been erected for the purpofe; folded her arms round the neck and 
breaft of the corpfe, with the greatefl: tranqiairity and compofure continued 
the embrace, vinttl both thetr bodies were covered with the firewood heaped 
upon them ; then their rteareft relation put fire to the pile, which was no 
focmer lighted, than the Brahmins^ fcconded by the multitude, made a loud 
notle, and continued it as long as they fttppofed any life could remain in the 
vidim. This was- done, protsably, to prevent the woman’s Ihrieks from 
being heard. The admiral and the company left the place with an exceeding 
clcjeSion of fpirits i whilethe native?, (more elpecrally the Brahmins) rejoiced 
and triumph^ in this diabolical rite *. The Brahmins in many points retain 
the tenets of the &nc\ent BrachmanSt who lived in this part of the world, and 
of whom fo inany incredible partievdars are related by the Greek and Roman 
hiftorianfs. Doflor Hyde^ in his hiftory of tliie religion of the antient ferfians^ 
obferves -f , that this people rmpficitly believed their rcirgion was the 
feme is Abrabanf^t and that they had received it from him, and by way of 
boafting, they called it, Religio Ahre^ami. He aMb gives it as his opinion, 
that the ancient Brachmans and modern Brahmins^ derived their names from 
Abraham, or rather Braham, which is the common way of pronouncing that 
word amongft xh^ Rerfians. 

The next in rank are the Rajahs, the title of the ancient kings or 
fovereigns of the country i fomeof thefe Rajahs by Ihutting themfelves up 
in the mountains, ftill remain independent of the government. Dur- 

ing the former reigns of the Rajahs, it is faid, India was in a ftate of perfefl 
innocence. 


^ Mr. Rolling in the 7th volume of hts ancient hlftory, makes the following refletflions on a 
fucrihee of this kind : 

“ The aftion of this woman, was undoubtedly a real murder, and might juflly be confi*- 
dered as a violation of the rood exprefs law of nature, which prohibits all attempts on a perfon’s 
own life; and commands us not to dil^fe of k tn Ct>inpiian€e with the dilates of caprice, or 
forget that it is only adepofit, which ought to be refigned to none but that being from whom 
we received it. Such a facrifice is fo far from deferving to be enumerated among the inftanccs 
of refpefi and amity due to a huiband; that he is rat£er treated as an unrelenting and bloody 
idol^ by the immolation of foch precious vidiims,’’ 

f pe Religione vetcrum Perfarum, cap. ii. 

Morattas, 
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' Mosatt as, of MAttA^'AtTAS J-— Thefe arc a powerful people, and inhabit 
t'ha Malabar tcs Vi sWtA Car Vandal cotk^c. They are chiefly horietnen, and 
may be juftly termed ihc Swifs of India., for they let out their troops to hire, 
and always figlht in fiipport of that party which j>ays them beft. 

'Polycars and Motres are a fet of people who live in the woods, ami, 
we are told, make not the leaft fcruple to plunder every one that comet 
in* their way. Thefe are all independant of the Mogul government. 

Banians are a very rigid caft. Thefe (like the Brahmins) never eat of 
tany thing that has had life, and never prefume to kill even the mod defpi^ 
/cable animal. They have their hofpitals for monkics, fnakes. &c. — A few of 
them alfo retain the horrid cuftom of burning the living wife with the dead 
huiband. They are merchants, brokers, farmers, &c.*— The head fervants ia 
Bengal are likewife called Banians. 

Niers on the Malabar eoaft, are of the firft call. They are always 
gentlemen ; behave with great haughtinefs towards their poor countrymen, 
and diftinguilh their fuperior rank by wearing a fword, and carrying a par- 
ticular kind of ftick in their hand, different from thofe ufed by the common 
people. On the Coromandel eoaft, thele Niers do not carry tiiemfelves quite 
to high, but are contented to ad in the capacity of merchants, nay they are 
fometimes obliged to take up with much humt^r profcflions. Some of 
them call themfelves chriflians, and fay their anceftors were made fo by Sc, 
Thomas. They add, that the chiiftian religion once flouriftied among them 
in its greateft purity, and that they were governed by a Patriarch but the 
Portuguefe having murdered this holy man, chriftianity fell with him ; for 
they could not but prefer even idolatry itfelf to a religion whole profeflbrs 
could commit fo atrocious a crime. 

Chowlies are efteemed learned men, and in general are merchants^ The 
common people fuppole that they have the power of life and death in their 
bands, and that they are very powerful in enchantments. 

Chttties are a particular kind of merchants ^tMadrafs, and are generally 
very rich, but rank with the kft hand cajl, and arc not permitted to be carried 
in their Palanquin through the ftrcct of the right hand cajl, although many of 
the latter are only fervants. 

Parriahs are the loweft caft on the Coromandel eoaft: both men and 
women perform the moft Ibrvile offices, and eat and drink of whatever they 
can get, without fcruple. 

Frosts on the Malabar eoaft are muejh the fame as Parriahs on the Coro- 
mandel, but perhaps in fome refpefls they are ftill more defpicable. They 
will feed heartily on any animal though it dies of itfelf. 

E FIarr'ie* 
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Harries »re the fame at BengaU «* Frojis are ac Bowhay. Their women 
do all the drudgery at your houfes, and the men carry your Palatiquin. 

Niaode and Pollie are two low cafts on the Malaiar coaft, and who are 
held in fuch contempt, that the other natives will not fufFer them to come 
near them. When they have occafion to purchafe any thing, they are 
obliged to call aloud at a diftance, snd fet down their bafket with the money 
in it •, then the Idler advances, and puts in what they want, and after he it 
gone from the fpot, the buyer comes, and carries it away. Their common 
employment is looking after cattle : they are never permitted to fleep on the 
earth, but in trees. If only the breath of one of them were accidentally to 
come acrofs aiWer, the latter would not fail inftantly to put him to death. 
To avoid this, when they fee a Nier coming towards them, they take care to 
get out of his way. They are never fuffered to come near the towns, but on 
one particular day in the year, when they are fure to get together in crowds,, 
and if they can be fo fortunate as to throw dirt on any woman that pafles by, 
Ihc immediately becomes their Have, let her be of whatever calf 

Shackelavs, are fhoemakers, and held in the lame defpicable light on the 
Ccrotnandel coalf, as the Niadde and Pullie arc on the Malabar, 

Thefe are the cajls,, by which the natives arc diftinguilhed all over India n. 
but thefe are alfo branched out into 1b great a number of diftindions, that they 
can hardly be enumerated ; tho’ they all pay particular refpeft, and obferve 
dilFerent forms of ceremony to cafts of fuperior rank to themfelves. In 
g^'neral, it is remarked, that whatever be the trade of the father, the fame is 
that of the fon : fo that the families of boatmen, filhermen, £sff. are boat- 
men and filhermen to all generations. Some cafts expofe their old, and their 
fickinthe flreets, after they have been given over by xhe Brahmins-, others 
carry them down to low water mark, and fill their nofe, mouth, and cars with, 
mud, and there leave them ; where they are fure to be foon devoured -f by 
vultures, kites, crows, jackalls, dogs, iSe. which abound in great numbers, 
Another caft never eafe themfelves while the fun is the above horizon; and by 
way of prevention, keep a plug of dried mud in their fundament. -^The people 
on the Coromandel coaft, and efpecially at Fort St. David, believe that there 
are a fet of philofophers in the mountains, who have the lecrct of preferving 


• The account here given of thefe five laft caJIs of Indians^ puts mein mind of another paf- 
fage in the before quoted learned author. 

“ Di£ti Haldlchori funt inferioris generis Indi, qui ad viliora quaevis opera adiguntur, (ad 
mundandas Plaieas, Sc evacuandas Cloadas^ See:) eaque Jibenter fufeipiunt, dum Mauri Sc 
Baneani talia recusant ne polluantur, Ifti etiam cdunt oadaveroias belli arum carnes, Sc nullum 
cibi genus confeientiae ergd recufant : unde nomen HaldMur luitumedins. Ifti propter operas 
distam habentur impuri, ideoque ncminem alium libenter tangunr, nec aliquis abcis vule 
tangi : St quia taftus inquinat pol]uitque> feperatim vivunt ab omnibus aliis; quia quicunque 
ab his tadlus eft, teneiur habere moMiam purificandi feipfuin*” Hyde dc Rdigione •ueterunt 
Ftr/arum, cap. 34. 


t Nam Magi vulgo fuos defon^os volucilbus & feris 

cap. 34. 


exponebant & hodle exponunt. Hydb 


Mfci 



[ 27 J 

lifcii and of tranfpoiting their ftiuh into other bodies at pleafure, and with 1754. 
the fame facility making them to return again. They give out likewife, «— v— 
that thofe ' learned men have difeovered the fecret of making gold j but 
this, fay they, they never put in prafticc but for their own immediate 
ncccflitics. 

On the 9th of Aprils annually^ at Bengal* the natives undergo a very un- 
common kind of penance: fome, for fins pad; fome, for what they may 
commit and others in confcquence of a promife made by their parents, that 
if they fiiould be bleflTed with a child, that child, when he came of a proper 
age, ihould be bound to perform it. — This ceremony is as follows : In a 
large plain about a mile from Calcutta^ there arc creeled about thirty 
Bamboos, at lead twenty feet high •, on the top of tkefe they contrive to 
fix a fwivel, and another bamboo of thirty feet or more crofles it, at both 
ends of which hangs a rope. One end of this rope, the people pull 
down, and the devotee placing himfelf under it, x)\c Brahmin pinches up a 
large piece of flein under both the (houldcr blades, (fometimes in the breath) 
and thrufts a ftrong iron- hook through each : thele hooks have lines of Indian 
grals hanging to them, which the prieft makes faft to the repeat the end of 
the crofs bamboo, and at the fame time puts a fafli round the devotee'% body, 
laying it loofely in the hollow of the hooks, left by the tkin’s giving 
way, he thould fall to the ground. When this is done, the people haul 
down the other end of the bamboo, by which means the devotee is immedi- 
ately lifted up thirty feet or more from the ground, and they run round as 
faft as their legs will carry them. This throws the devote? out to the full 
length of the rope, where as he I'wings, he plays a thouland antic tricks, 
being painted and drefled in a very particular manner, on purpofe to make 
him appear the more ridiculous. Some of them continue twinging half an 
hour, others lei's. They have alfo their time of preparation for this cere- 
mony, which is four days. On the firft, they abftain from every kind of 
food ; on the fecond, they eat fruit ; on the third, they laft j and on the 
^bu^th, they cat fruit again. During the whole timd of the preparation, 
they walk alxiut the ftreets in tlieir faniaftical drelTes, dancing to the founds of 
drums, and horns ; and fome of them, to exprefs the greater ardor of devo- 
tion, run a rod of iron quite through their tongues, and oftentimes through 
their cheeks alfo. Thcfe are a low call, anti have Brahmins p culiar to 
theml'clves. '1 he higher cafts leem to defpi'e I'o ridiculous a farce. — A friend 
at NJadrafs, in a letter dated OAober 1771, gives me the following intelli- 
gence, which lliews what improvements devotees are capable of making in 
the art of torturing thcmfelves to delude and impofe on Others. “ A man 
of one of the Gentoo cafts, hath, for feven months paft, fwung about two 
or three hours every morning over a fire. Two r<ypcs arc faftened to a 
tree, one of his ancles hangs in a noofe made in the end of one of the 


ing 


The author was a fpeolatorof ihtfe exhibitfout, 
at the fame time. 
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1754. itopesi *nd the knee of the odier leg « fixed in a aoofe of the other 
— * r — /Ope t ! thus iufpcnded, with his head downwarrds about a foot from, and im- 
didteiy over the fire, which is about eighteen inches in cirGumferctice, and 
made of ftnaU dry wood, he fwings backward and forward, with feemingly 
great eafe, and keeps up the fire himfelf, having the wood placed within bis 
reach, and to make it burn more brifkly, he adds Ibme G/’ee (buffaloes butter) 
which he likewife hath by him. It is.faid, hedoth this, neither by way of 
penance, nor from religious motives, but to fulfil a refolution he made to 
iwing in this manner, until he had collected as much money from thcfpec* 
tators as would make an entertainment for 10000 perfons ; fome fay, that he 
will get into a higher caft by it. liowever, he is at prefent gone into the 
country for his health, and hath not yet acquired fufficient for fuch a treat. 
I am amazed to think, how he could fwing fo long, without diflocating hit 
ancle, or injuring his brain. The fight of him in this fituation was (hocking, 
a[nd gave me a Tevcrc head-ach.” 

On the firft of thtir November^ (which is about the middle of onr OStoher) all^ 
the Gctttse cafis in Bengal hang out a light on a tall bamboo near their refpedive 
houfes, and this they continue to do for fcveral fucceffive nights, in order 
(as they fay) to light their dccealcd parents, who are luppofed to vifit them 
at this time. On the eleventh night in particular, you will be furc to fee rrot 
only every houfe, but the doors and windows, and even the highways and 
floats on the river ftuck full of lights, and every man, woman, and child, 
with one in their hands. This is the laft and concluding night, when they 
fxped: to be vifited by all their deceafed friends v for the entertainment of 
whom, they make a great Chezvmsox feaft, and place meat and fruit in every 
corner of the houfe. The inhabitants of Bombay have alfo a ceremony of 
heaving the cocoa nut (as they term it) which they intend as an offering or 
facrifice to the fca, on the profpeft of Monfoon'^ breaking up: At this 
time, men, women, and children go to the water-fide ail finely drefled, and^ 
the principal man is efcorted by a guard of European foldiers, and throws a 
gilt cocoa nut into the fea: all the reft of the company throw in fomething 
that is eatable and prefently after they begin to fit out their ftiips and velfels 
for fea fervicc. 

The Moors likewife, or thofe natives who are Mahometans, are not 
without their feafts and proceflTionSi and are extremely fond of them, 
as well is the Gentoos particularly, of then Hajf an Hajfan, in memory of 
the two fons oi AH by Fatima (Ma-^ewf/’s daughter) being killed in one 
day fighting for the faith. They carry about a model of the tombs of 
their anceftors, made of light bamboo and paper finely ornamented, for three 
days and nights; and are -attended by people ridiculoufly drelTed, fhouting 
and dancing to their country mufic. On the laft day of the feftival, they 
carry thefe models into the fields with a kind of funeral procelTion, and 
there, by breaking them in pieces, put an end to the ceremony. 


A. trial 
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A trial of veracity frequently ufed among the Gent0es is the eating dry riccj 
if the perfon be innoccjit, then, fay they, he will cafily fwallow it, bvjt if guilty, 
there will not be faliva enough in cho mouth to carry it down the throat. 
They have many other triab, and even by fire ^ fuch as putting their hands 
into hot quickfilvcr, ^c. 

In what manner the man and his wife among the highercafts live together, 
I cannot fay from my own pcrfonal knowledge, -but have heard, upon terms 
very different from thole praftifed by us in England^ for the wife, we were 
informed, never prefumes to fit down and dine with her lord, but ftands 
behind him, and with great complacency waits till he has done. That this 
is the praftice with thole of the lower cajis., frequent occafions among my 
own, and other gentlemens fervants, prefented, to convince us. Notwithftand- 
ing the Indians are naturally lazy and inaftive, (for they fieep very much) 
yet every one endeavours alter a livelihood-, fo that you feldom fee a common 
beggar amongft them. Although there are many fchools for the education 
ef children, yet they feldom learn more than their own mother tongue. It is 
indeed furprizing, confidering the great number of Englijh that are fettled 
amongft them, and with whom they have continual dealings, that they ftiould 
not be able in common to fpeak our language fo well as the people near the 
fea-ports of Msdagafear., where a fhip puts in by chance once in a year, and 
Hays perhaps only ten days. 

Though it is cuftomary in this country to fee the children rolling in the fand 
and dull before the door, yet their parents are very tender of them j and they 
in return are as careful of their parents in their old age. 1 he people in gene- 
ral are very friendly and willing to alTift each other in difficulties ; yet fome- 
times words run fo high between them, that they will fly atone another like 
two fighting cocks, but always take care not to proceed to blows with 
clenched lifts. I obferved more than once amidft thefe violent altercations, 
that they little more than angrily patteach others hands with their palm -. They 
are everlafting talkers, and have fo much grimace in telling a ftory, that you 
would almoft fwear they had lived their whole lives in France . — Whenever 
they meet upon the road, they never fail to chat about the news of the 
country \ and as they are very fond of pomp and Ibew, their topic of dif- . 
courfe is commonly of the laft Grandee that arrived on the coaft — how and in 
what fplendor he livc.s — how rich his furniture — and how many attendants 
he keeps. During the whole time of fuch confabulation, they never forget 
to offer eac!'. other their Bedel and Chunam-, the former of which is a leaf,, 
with a nut of the Jreca tree, the latter a kind of lime ; both of which they as- 
commonly chew and make a compliment of, as the Europeans do their, 
tobacco and Inuff. 

There are two cuftoms very prevalent among thefe people, which to an 
European appear very difguftful. The firft is their chewing fo great a quan- 
tity clf fleerel, which turns excelTively red in their mouths, and occafions 

them 
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1754 * them to be continually fpitting ; yet this cuftom, tho’ fo exceedingly filthy, 
* prevails from the higheft to the loweft. The other is not lefs offenfive; 
the length of their nails, and ^the blacknefs of their teeth, both which they 
arc very careful of preferving. They reckon one a mark of beauty, the other 
of a good family. White teeth are held in fuch difefteem with them, that 
they make ufc of an artificial enamel on purpofe to blacken them ; they fay, 
“ white teeth are only fit for dogs and monkeys.” And a frightful length of 
nails, in their opinion, proves them to be well defeended, as it manifeftly Ihcws 
that they have not been accuftomed to do fervile offices. 

I ffiall clofe the account of the feveral Indian cajls, with an incident, 
of which I was an eyc witnefs during my ftay at Fort St. David. One 
day, in company with Mr. Doidge, the admiral’s fecretary, I was obliged 
to go from the fort to the town of Cuddalcre on fome bufincl's, relative 
to the hofyital. In pafling the ferry,, we mixed with a confiderable num- 
ber of Indians, but of what cafi or tribe we did not karn. One of the men 
who was with us in the boat, chanced to have in his hand a mufical inftru- 
ment of the country, which differed very little from a common flute. Mr. 
Doidge held out his hand to the Indian in a manner which cxpreflTed his defire 
of playing upon it, and he with the greateft eafe and politenefs delivered the 
inftrumentto my companion ; who after looking at it a little while, put it to 
his lips, and blew upon it, and then returned it to the owner ; who, with 
great gravity and unconcern immediately threw it into the river. We were 
lx)th amazed at this ftrange conduct of the Indian, till we got to Cuddalorf\ 
where we learned from one of our countrymen, that he was one of thofe carts, 
which looked upon the flute as contaminated by Mr. Doidge, and therefore, 
by the laws and cuftoms of his tribe, he could ufe it no more. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 

^he Kent and Salifbury have Fort St, David, and arrive at Bombay*^— 
Defeription cf that place^ and its inhabitants. — Account of the Perfecs 
rejiding there., and their religious tenets.— A particular cujiom of the Indians 
Bombay, at the death of a relation. — Account of the religious perfons.^ called 
Joogees, — Extraordinary circumftance of fijfj being found in every pond at 
Bombay during the rainy jeafen . — Curious account of the quantity of water 
that fell in the rainy feafon. — Several curioftties at Bombay. — Value of monies. 
— Lift of Indian drugs. — Jjefeription of the Elepbanta. 


O ctober the iith, the day that the fufpenfion of arms between the «r54- 
Englijh and French conipanies and their allies took place, we left Fort 
St. David in company with the Salipurjy Capt. Knewlery and on the 13th 
of November anchored in Bombay road. 

Bombay is a fmall ifland, but for its fize, perhaps the mort flourifliing of any 
this day in the univerfe. Though the foil is fo barren as not to produce any 
one thing worth mentioning, yet the convenience of its fituation will always 
more than make up for that defedt. It may be juftly ttiled “ the grand 
ftore-houfc of all the Arabian and Perjian commerce.’* When this ifland was 
firft furrendered to us by the Portuguefe., we h.irdly thought it worth notice-, 
but, in a very few years afterwards, we experimentally found the value of 
it, and it is now become our chief fettlemcnt on the Malabar coaft. / 

The natives are Ihorter and ftronger made than thofe on the Coromandel 
coaft-, only four Cooleys carry a Palanquin here, whereas fix arc generally ufed at 
Madrafs and Fort St David. The inhabitants of this place are numerous, and 
are made up of almoft every nation in Afia among many others, we met 
with feveral Persees who, like their forefathers the ancient Perftans, are 
followers of Zoroajler., who is faid to have modelled and reduced into order 
the religion of the ancient A'lagi the fundamental maxim of which was, the 
worlhipping only one God under the fymbol of light. They adore the fun, 
and particularly the rifing fun, with the profoundeft reverence and vene- 
ration; and by a natural conlequence of the worlhip they pay the fun, they 
likewife pay a particular veneration to fire. 

I met with a very remarkable inftance of this while I was at Bombay ; ono 
day pafiing through the ftreet, I heard a very uncommon noiie, and feeing 
at the fame time a large tire in one of the houfcs, curiofity led me a little 
clofer to it ; in the middle of the houfe was fet a large brafspan with a, fire in 
it: before this fire, or rather on each fide of it, two men were kneeling at 
y their 
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I 754. their devotions, which they hurried over w ith great rapidity I looked on 
for a confiderable time with great attention, and afterwards learned from a 
fervant of the admiral’s who was of this caft^ that one of them was a 
prieft, then on a vifit to another prieft in a fit of ficknefs. This fervant like- 
wife told me, that tht-f Perfees have fuch a^neration for fire, that they 
never put it out, or fo much as breathe upon it ; and I took particular notice, 
that while thefe priefts were at prayers over the pan of coals, they had 
a kind of little white bib over their mouth, as I imagined, to prevent 
their § breathing on their favourite element. The prayers appeared to me, 
|o be only a repetition of the fame fet of words, from the fimilarity of their 
founds. Thevifiting prieft ufed many geftures with his hands over the fire, 
and afterwards ftroked down the face of the fick prieft, which I looked upon 
as the final benediction, for prefcntly afterw^ard the ceremony ended. This 
inftance, ftrongly corroborates Pruleaux^ obfervation concerning their ufage 
at public worfhip, “ The priefts thenifelves never approach this fire in their 
temples but with a cloth over their mouths, that they might not breathe 
thereon : and this they did not only when they tended the fire to lay oq 
more wood, or do any other fervice about it, but alfo when they ap- 
proached to read the daily offices of their liturgy before it. So that they 
mumbled over their prayers, rather than fpoke them, in the fame manner as 
x\\^ Romijh priefts do their mafles, without Jetting the people prefent articu- 
lately hear one word of what they faid 111].*’ 

Thefe poor mifguided people proftrate thcmfelves before the fun under 
the fame notion that the Gentoos reverence an ox or a cow : from the excel- 
lent qualities they mbferve in thefe created beings, and their great ufeful- 
nefs, each is induced to fuppQfe that the godhead dots moft certainly dwell in 
them, and under this miftaken notion they blindly pay that homage to the crea- 
ture, which is only due to the creator. As the Gentoos burn their dead, one 
would think that the Perfees^ who are fo fond of worfliipping their deity under 
the reprefentation of fire, Ihould be defirous of having their dead bodies com- 
mitted to that element, wherein they fuppofe their creator principally to refide. 
But contrary to this, and to the cuftom of all other nations in the world, they 
neither burn nor bury their dead, but caft them out in the open air, to be 
expoled to the fcveral elements, where they are foon devoured by eagles, 
vultures, and other birds of prey ||. The principle they go upon is, that a living 
man being compounded of all the elements, it is but reafonable, after he is 

* Sonora voce per feml-horam memonter recitant taediofam aliquam prccandi formulam : 
& tanta celeritate hoc faciunt, ut vix halitum reciprocare liceat, quafi invincibilis eiTet necef- 
fitas earn verborum formulam tantillo tempore rccitarc. Hyde tie Religione *vettrum Ferfarum^ 
cap. 34- ^ 

4 Perfae in Pyreis alunt perpetuum Tgnem lignis mundis & decorticatis. Hyde. 

X Dumifto modo Sacerdotes ^arriebant, eorum facies obvelatae crant, charta alba per tranf- 
verfum vultum utriqueauii affixa, qua; duo aut tres uncias infra mentum dependebat. Hyde. 

^ Grande Piaculum Sc morte pledendum, excuffo ex ore halitu ignem inflarc. Strabo 
finefth lib, xv. 

nil Fkih, ConfteSiion^ hook \v» 

jf In capfa enim aliqua vcl loculo condere, vel ctiam terra obturrtulare, neutiquam fas e/l* 
fhd patrio ritu canibus paritcr atque avibus obfeaenis, mortuuni cadaver devorandum expo- 
aunt. Hyde. ^ 
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dead, that every particular element Ihould receive its own again •. On the top 1754. 
oi Mulabar-hill, in this ifland are two round buildings, on purpofe 

for receiving the dead bodies of the Perfees, which are placed and remain 
there till the bones are clean picked by the birds -f*. A guard conftantly 
ilands within a fmall diftance of the place, who is very much difpleafed if 
you offer to approach the buildings i and for this reaibn, left by your going 
too near, you difturb the vultures in their preying upon the dead bodies 
One afternoon however, I refolved to fatisfy my curiofity fo far as to peep 
into one of thefe edifices. I perceived feveral dead bodies ; but there was little 
fleili left upon the bones and that little was fo parched up by the excefllve 
heat of the fun, that it did not emit thofe ftinking effluvia which there was 
reafon to expeft. It was owing probably to the fame caufe, that the bones 
were rendered quite black. — Upon the whole, this is a moft odious and abomi- 
nable cuftom, and the reafon they give for following it, is truly ridiculous. 

The natural produce of the iftand of Bombay, is chiefly the cocoa-nut tree ; 
from which they exteaft a liquor called Toddy, which is foft and mild when 
drank imiriediately / but if it ftands long, it gathers ftrength, and he who 
ventures to take a good draught thereof ftale, prefuming to find it pleafant and 
innocent as when frclh, will be miferably deceived ; elpecially if his head be 
weak : and from hence, probably, arofe the term Toddy-headed. vThe fruit 
or nut of the cocoa-tree has many excellent ufes. The kernel is rich,, fweet, 
and milky like a filbert ; the fliell is not unprofitably made ufe of for cups 
and ladles ; but above all, the rind is worked up into a kind of cloth, which 
fcrves the poorer fort of people for garments. It is alfo fpun as hemp, and 
makes very durable cables. — Of the body of the tree and the leaves, the poor 
people build their houfcs. For each tree a tax of twenty Ihillings a year is 
paid to the company, which is appropriated towards maintaining the gar- 
rifon, and Ihips of war. 

Bombay is the moft convenient place among all our fettlements in the 
Eaft Indies, for careenmg or heaving down large Ihips; and for fmall ones 
they have a very good dock. At the time we were there, they were making 

• Diim facerdos ad commodam didantiam llando, fepulturac officium hoc modo recitat., 

Ilia frater nofter dum in vivio, conftabat ex quatuor elementis : cum jam mortuus fit, 
quodvis elementum fuarri partem capiat ; terrea pars abcat in terrain, aeria pars in aerem, 
aquea parsinaquam, ignea pars in ignem.” Hyde Je RtUgiom *veferum Per/arum, 

t Ad unum milliare ab urba diftat fepulchretum, quod eft ftrudlura lapidea rotunda, 
pedes alta, & loo pedes in dreumferentia nabens. In medio muri eft oftium lapideum 6 pedi- 
btis a terra diftans, quod ad excipiendum cadaver aperiri folet. Hujus ftrufturas art a inferior 
in qua jacent cadavera,* elevatur q^uatuor peJes a terra, ab omni parte declrvis verfu centrum, 
ubi eft foramen feu cloaca ad cjfcipiendum faniem cadaverum. Hoc fepulchretum eft mi- 
ferrimum fpedaculum, &c. Ovingtonus dU Itinerario Suratenfe* 

I Dr. HyJe gives another reafon for no one^s chufing to approach thefe buildings. “ Propter 
liorribilem foetorem & zniferrimum fpe^aculuni, omnes abhorrent ilium locum adire; segre 
ferentes ut aliquis chriftianus aut alius ilia conditoria videat.” He afterwards adds, £t 
certeiiemo niil fumma curiofitate dudius, ilium locum luftrare tentabit.*’ Cap. 34. 
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great improvements in it, which when finifhed, will not fail to make it ftill 
> more commodious. They have alfo a very good rope-yard. Indeed, this is 
tlieonly place, inthatdiftant part of the world, for fliattered (hips to refit at; 
having always a good quantity of naval (lores, and its very name conveying 
an idea of a fafe retreat in foul weather. 

On this ifland are many little forts and batteries, as Dungaree, Majfegon, 
Mahee, Mendbam’s Point, and Sion-bill. Some guns are mounted on each of 
them ; but the principal fort which defends the place, has above an hundred. 
This building is a regular fquare, and the materials thereof are very good. 
The church alfo is not lefs fubftantial than the fort ; it is a very handlome, 
large edifice, and in comparifon of thofe which are to be met with in the 
other fettlements, it looks like one of our cathedrals. It was built by a 
voluntary fubfeription among the gentlemen of this fa< 5 lory, and the Rev. 
Mr. Cohhe, (father to my late worthy friend Mr. Richard Cobbe, Admiral 
JVatfon\ chaplain) was the chief promoter of this truly pious work: he at 
that time refided at Bombay as chaplain to the faflory. The whole time we 
(pent here, paffed very agreeably ; for as the ifland lies in 19® north, the 
heats muft of courfe be more tolerable than they are at Fort St. David, which 
is in the latitude of 11° 48' north. 

The admiral’s family refided at the 7««^-/.w«/e(fo called from a large tank- or 
pond near to it) and here, as well as at all their other fettlements, the company 
allowed the admiral and his principal attendants Palanquins, over and above 
the five Pagodas a day, which were given him to defray part of the expences 
of his table. As the Indian horlcs are of little value, and yet very fcarce, oxen > 
ai e here frequently made ufe of in their (lead ; and the admiral had a chaife 
and pair of chefc oxen allowed him allb by the company. They are com- 
monly white, have a large pair of perpendicular horns, and black nofes. 
The admiral oftentimes went in this chaife for an afternoon’s airing to Malabar- 
bill, and to the end oiOld IVoman's Kland, to MarmuUa, and many other places. 
In England, if tbefe creatures are forced out of their ufual flow pace, it is too 
well known that they will faint or lie down under their burthen ; but at Bom- 
bay they trot and gallop as naturally as horfes, and are equally ferviceable 
in every other r»fpe6l, except that by their being fubjeft to a loofe habit of . 
body, they fometimes incommode by the filth thrown upon you by the 
continual motion of their tails. Whenever we got to the end of our ride, 
the driver always alighted,, and put the near bullock in the other’s place ; 
then he would put his har^ into both their mouths, and after pulling out ; 
the froth, mount his box again, and drive back. It feems this precautioi^ : 
is abfolutely neceflary, for as they travel at the rate of feven 01; eight , miles 
an hour, they, would otherwife be in danger of fuffbeation'. . 

Whilft we were at Embay,; I took particular- noticey thatat tbe.deadb of : 
a friend, the collcflcd together and fung, either in the hor^ of che- 

deceafed, on under the window ; agreeable to that paflage \n SP- Matthgtv\ 
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gofpcl, winft Jefus came into the ruler's houfe, and Jaw the minjirels and the 
people making a noife^ He faid unto them, give place, &c. There it was that i 
allb firft law the ceremony of their burning the dead. As the place was 
very populous, there were feldtwi) Icfs than three or four burned every night 
Bear the water’s edge, under Maiaiar-hill. 



During my ftay at this place, I hired by the mtmth, a chaife drawn by a pair 
of bullocks. In the feveral excurfions I made in this carriage, I had frequently 
palled by one of thofe religious perlbns, or anchorets, who in India are called 
Joogees and who, in conlcquence of a vow made by their parents, and dur- 
ing their mother’s pregnancy with them, are devoted to the fervicc of heaven; 
One evening, I and a companion had an inclination to pay a Ihort vifitto this 
Joogee ; who always fat in one pofture on the ground in a lhady cocoa-nut 
plantation, with his body covered over with alhes, and his long black hair 
clotted, and in the greateft diforder. As we approached him, we made our 
lalutaticMt, which he refpeAfully returned ; and then, with the afliftance of 
our Indian driver, who could (peak Englijh, we began a converfation with 
him, that principally tumed'*'on the wonderful efficacy of his prayers, and 
: which he pretended had given health to the fick, ftrength to the lame, fight 
• to the blind, and fecundity to women who for their whole lives had been 
Ldeemed barren./ When we were about to take our leave of him, I offered 
him aprefentof two rupees, which he bade me to throw on the ground, and 
then dtre&ed his iervant, who was (landing by, to take them up ; which he 
did with a pair of iron-pincers, throwing the rupees at the fame time into a 
pot of vinegar. After they had lain there a little while, the fame fervant 
took them out, wiped them carefully, and at lad: delivered them to his mailer •, 
who foon afterwards, by way of return, prefented us with a few cakes of his 
inlipid padry. I then requdled of him, that in his next prayers he would 
petition for an increafe of my happinefs ■, to which, with great complacency 
in his countenance, he replied : “ I hardly know what to alk for you : I have 
feen you often, and you have always appeared to me to enjoy perfeA 
^ health } you ride in your chaife at your eaM ; are often accompanied with 
“ a vcey pretty lady j you are ever well cloatiKd, and are likewife */*/ ; fo 
“ th^t you feem to me to fee in polTelfion of every thing that can be any way 
aeceffary to bappineis. 1 believe therefore, when 1 pray for you, it muft 
** be in this ftrain*, that God would give you grace to deferve, and to he thank’ 
“ ful far tbefe many bleffitegs which be has alreaefy browed upon you." I told 
him that I was thoroughly fatisfied with the mode of his intended fiapplica- 
tion for me •, and with a mutual exchange of fmiles and compliments, we 
parted. 

• The rich Iniiant we were tdd take great paint to make themfelvesfat. To this end, they 
not only live moft luxarioaily, but in the day time deep in a Twinging cot, and appoint a 
fervant gently to move It, whoTe bofineft is alfo at dated timet to awake the mafter, meerly 
to give him an opportunity of fwallowing half a pint or more of liquid butter or Ghee. This 
fiimciontly accounts fdtr the y«»gu'i empluiricaHy mentioning corpulency amongft the peculiar 
favours of heaven. _ 

Fa Our 
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Our hofpitat at Bomhay was without the town-wall ; and in order to make 
' my attendance on it the more convenient, Mr. Deldguarde * (a fador in the 
company’s fervice) was fo obliging as to give me the ufe of a very commodious, 
houfe, which lay near the hofpital, and belonged to him as fuperintendant of 
the powder- works. Here I took up my refidence, with other gentlemen who> 
aflifted me in the execution of my duty. At a little diftance from the front 
of this houfe is a capacious bafon of water, which for the greater part of the 
year is perfedfly dry, but, during the continuance of the rainy feafon, and for 
Ibme time after, ferves as a pond for watering cattle, and fwarms with a fpecies 
of fi(h about fix inches long, and not unlike our mullet. The natives catch 
them in great plenty foon after the rain fets in, and more than once I had them' 
fcrved up at my own table -f. This would be looked upon as a very extra- 
ordinary circumftance in any other place-, but as thefe fifli are found in almoft 
every pool and puddle at Bombay^ it ceafes to be a matter of wonder among 
the inhabitants of that ifiand. Various have been the fpcculations of curiouS' 
and inquifitive men to account for this phaenomenon. .Some have fuppofed,. 
that the exhaling power of the fun is fo ftrong in the fultry feafons, as to be 
able to raife the I'pawn of the fifli into the atmofphere, and there fufpend and 
nourifli it, till the rains come on, when it drops down again in the ftate of 
living and perfeftly-formed filh. Others, perhaps with a greater degree of 
probability on their fide, imagine, that after the ponds become dry, the 
(pawn may poflibly fail into, deep fifliires raade^in the earth below the appa- 
rent bottom, where there may remain through the whole fultry feafon, a fuffi- 
cient quantity of moifture to prevent the animalcuU from corrupting and 
when the rain-waters come on and fill the pond again, the filh is produced and 
made to appear in fuch abundance. This, among other hypothefes which I 
have heard offered on this curious fubjeft, feems bell: to account for it but 
whether even this folution be adequate ta the effefts produced, I lhall not 
prefume to determine. 

And now, having mentioned the rainy feafon, I rnuft here beg leave ter 
iflfert a very curious and exafl account of it, as it was drawn up and given to- 
me by my late valuable and Ikilful friend, Mr. ‘Thomas., then furgeon of his 
majelly’s Ihip the Balijbury. ■ This gentleman, who was a man of great 
curiofity, and unwearied diligence, happened to refide at Bombay during the- 
whole time of the rainy feafon in the year 175^, and contrived a method' 
for afeertaining the quantity of water which fell there in that interval. His- 
way of doing it was as follows. 

“ I procured a lead-cylinder, of about nine inches diameter, and as 
many deep, marked with inches and tenths on the infide ^ and to prevent 


* Thi» geittleman i$ fince dead; 

' -f Mr. Thonuu obTerves, that it ia on the teotb day after the rains fet in, that the natives' 
Win to catch filh* 

the 
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the water from fplaihing over, I cut a hole two inches from the bottom, * 754 . 
and placed the cylinder in a glazed earthen velTel. Then I tied a wax cloth ‘ “ 
fecurcly round it, fo as to cover the veflcl, and to prevent any water from get- 
ting in, fave that which paflTed through the cylinder. When more than 
two inches fell, I ftopt the hole in the fide with wax, and poured the water 
from the veflel into the cylinder to meafure it. I always kept it in an open 
place, free from the running of any houfe, &c. and meafured it at fix in the 
morning, at noon, and at fix in the evening. 

About the beginning of May^ the fky looked cloudy over T *“•**•• T«nth*, 
the land ; and on the 25 th of that month, we had a Iquall of >■ o 3 
wind, with fomerainj when there fell — J 

On the 3 ift we had the like weather, with much thunder and 1 ^ 
lightning, and rain in the evening j when there fell — > ' 

Total — I o> 


JUNE, 
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U N lE, 1,756. 

» 1 Depth of Water. 

Account of the Weather. 


Forennon. Apernoon. 


I ^ 


O 3 

10 o o 

11 I o 

12 0 4 

*3 0 4 

*4 3 6 

*5 o 4 


21 O I 

22 O 2 

23 O I 

24 O 4 

25 o 3 

26 O I 


A fmg}! fliowcr »nd loolts cloudy. 

Thunder and lightning all the evening; threatens much for rain. 
Rftined one hour in the afternoon, very cloudy. 
i<ighti)ing aU night, and a ftawer ibr about 1 5 minutes. 

Blows hard on the /hore, fmart Ihowcr in the evening. 

Ditto - Rained two hours about midnight. 

Blows lefs - - - Small fhowers. 

Ditto ■) 

Ditto -- conftant rain. Now you fee people angling and 

Difo -romelighming. • 

Ditto J 

Blows frelh with much T Now appear all over the Airface of 
Ditto. [thund. & lights t the earth an innumerable quan* 
Ditto - -- -- -J dty of fmall frogs. 

Blowed very hard from 6 to 8 in the morning. 

Lefs wind, hafty Ihowers. 

Slight rain all day and night. 

Ditto Ihowcrs. 

Ditto. 

Showers. 

Ditto. 

Slight rain. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Little wind, hard rain. 


JULY, 
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JULY, 1756. 


Depth of Water. 


Account of the Weather, 
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AUGUST, 1756. 
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4 Blows frcfh in the night. 

0 Blows hard. 

8 Ditto. 

6 Ditto. 

3 Ditto. 

4 Ditto. 

1 Lefs wind and flight rain. 
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I Showers .and flight fqualls. 


5 Islight ihowcrs and fine weather. 
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O C T O B E R, 1756. 


lAches^. Tenth*, . 

zd. The latter part of the night it rained hard, and there fell - 2 o 

The three following days were cloudy,, with fome very flight 

fhowers : when there fell only — — — 01 

7th. Very .fine weather, with land, and lee breezes. 

Qth. We Had what they call here an Elephanta, which is- an 
exceflive hard gale, with very fevere thunder, lightning 
and rain, but it was of fliort continuance. In about four 

hours,, there fell — — - — ~ 2 O' 

15th. In the morning fome thunder and lightning with rain — o 3 

ifiTCloudy, and fome flight Ihowers. In thefe two days there 

igy fell only, — — — o i 

Total — 4 5. 


zzd. Now all'is fine and clear, without a cloud to be feen, with regular land 
and fea breezes } and fo- will oorrtinue in general till the next Monfooit 
time arrives. 

Inches* Tehtht» 


TJierc. fell of rain water in May 

■ — ~ 1 

0 

June 

— — — 44 

7 

July - 

— 29 

9 

Augufi 


0 

September 

— — — II 

2 

Cblober 

— — — 4 

5 


Total — - 1 1 0 

3 


The few cariofifies in the ifland of Bomhay, which are worth mention- 
ing, are, a large kept at the governor’s houfe, the age of which, ac- 

(X>rding to the accounts given by the oldeft of the natives, is upwards of two . 
hundred years. Frogs, which abound ievery where throughout the Eq/l India . 
territories, are remarkably large upon this ifland ; I faw one that mea- 
fured twenty-two inches from the extremities of.the fore and hind feet when 
extended ; and I have great reafba to fuppofe, had the experimenr been made, 
that this creature would have weighed four or five pounds.^ — On the lea- 
Ihore round this ifland, a great variety of beautiful (hells are alfo to be 
found i particularly the fort which is fo curious, and was held in fuch efteem 
by our ladies fome years ago, called Ventletra^s or IVendletrafs. I have been 

credibly 
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credibly informed, that when the late Commodore Lf/ 7 e’s executors fold his • 754 - 
col leftion of (hells by auflion, one of our modern curiofi gave fcveral pounds 
fterling for a (hell of this fpecics. 

As no country in the world abounds more with fnakcs than the Eaft IndieSy 
I (liall here fubjoin a defcription or their feveral fpecies, fo far as they 
came within my view, or Mr. Thomas's obfervation. — The Covra CapeUay 
which has teeth exaftly refembling thofe of the rattle-fnake mentioned by Dr. 

Mead. I have (een them from four to eight or nine feet long; they kill whom- 
foever they bite in 1 5 minutes. There arc many of them to be met with at Cud- 
dalore. — The Covra Manillay is a fmall bluidi (hake of the fize of a man’s little 
finger, and about a foot long, often (een about old walls : A fpecies of thefe at 
Bombay kill with their bite much fooncr than even the Covra Capella above 
mentioned. — The Palmira is a very thin beautiful fnake, of different colours ; 
its head is like that of the common viper, but much thicker than the body. 

I faw one that was four feet long, and not much larger than a fwan’s quill. — 

The Green fnake is of a very bright green colour, with a (harp head; towards 
the tail it is (mailer than in the middle; The largeft part of it is no bigger 
than a common tobacco-pipe. — The Sand fnake is fmall and fliort, but not 
lefs deadly than the others. — The Covra de Aurellia is not unlike an earth- 
worm ; it is about fix inches long, and no bigger than a fmall crow-quill. — 

This kills by getting into the ear, and caufing madnefs, i^c . — The Manilla 
Bombo is a beautiful fnake of almoll the fame fize throughout its whole 
length, except at the two ends, where it comes to a point. It is white under 
the belly, but is finely variegated on the back. It lives in the fand, and 
(they fay) (lings with the tail, which caufes contraflions of the joints. 

During my ftay at Bombay two fleets of country veflels came into the bay : 

One of them belonged to the Nanna or prince of the MahorattaSy the other to 
Monagee Angria, the brother of Angria the pirate. Tliefe vcffels were not 
unlike the Tartans of the Mediterraneany only a great deal lower; tiiey 
carried two guns in their bow, and vaft numbers of men. Their nuific was 
a plain brafs tube, (haped like a trumpet at both ends, and about ten feet in 
length ; and a kind of drum called a Tomtoniy being a (kin ftretched out on a 
large (hallow brafs-pan, on which they (Iruck with two large (licks, and 
jTiade an amazing noife. Each fleet confided of about 30 fail ; but among 
Monagee Angria's there were two ketches, which they called Grabs. Our 
Eajl India company had here one (hip of 40 guns ; one of 20 ; one Grab of 
1 8 guns, and fcveral other velTels ; more alfo were building. 

The merchants keep their accounts here in rupeeSy pice, and nominal rays. 

One hundred rays make a quarter of a rupee. 

A 36 fliilling piece exchanges for 16 ^ rupees. 

. A guinea — — — for 9 rupees. 

An EngUJh crown — — for 2 rupees and 6 double pice. 

'“A Spanijh dollar — — for -2 ditto and 3 ditto. 

Eighty make a rupee. 

G 2 In 
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1754 * In » Mr. and I made to a black Portuguefe pbyfician fettled 

here, called Ditgo^ he ihewed us his medicines and drugs, of which he had 
a pretty large ftock, and fomc of them were valuable. Amongft many others, 
we oblerved great quantities of the tinfture and eflence of Cantharides^ which 
Diego told us» the falacious, and not unfrequently tlie impotent MoorSy made 
ufe of to excite venery, and that they always paid handfomely for fuch pro- 
vocatives. He gave us the following lift of Indian drugs, their prices, and 
the feveral places they are brought from. 


NAMES OF DRUGS. 

PLACES FROM. 

PRICES. 

• Bezoar — • — 

Orangahed — 

12 rupees per ounce. 

Fol. Senas — — 

— Mocha 

4 ditto per maund, <^6 lb. 

Gum Arabic — 

— Arabia 

13 ditto per 100 lb. 

Myrrh — — 

— Arabia 

24 ditto per maund. 

Olibanum •— 

— Arabia 

1 2 ditto per maund. 

Thus — — — 

- — Arabia 

50 ditto per candy, 500 lb. 

Gambog. — 

— Succotra 

15 ditto per maund. 

Affafaenda — - 

— Perjia 

100 to 80 ditto pfr ditto. 

Rad. Salop. — - — - 

•— Perjia 

3 5 ditto per ditto. 

Rad. Zinzib. — 

— all over India -j 


Piper long. ■— 

— Calicut. 1 

Thefe are cheap. 

Coioquintid. — 

Goa. — J 


Ol. Cinnamom. — 

— Cochin 

2 rupees per ounce. 

Gum Banzoin. — 

— Bengal — 

50 ditto per maund. 

Cart de Pala, or Congery Bark Tellichery — 

very cheap. 

Sem. Cardamom. — — 

- s Calicut, and 


Ol. Caryophyl. — — 

- J Tellichery — 

rupee per ounce. 

Rad. Rhubarb: 

ift fort, Benzaii 8o d^.per i izlb. flat & clean. 

Ditto — 

2d. fort, ditto. 

50 ditto, large lumps & clean. 

Ditto — - 

3d. fort, ditto. 

40 ditto, foul. 

Opium — 

Bengal — 

80 rupees. 

Sal Nitri — 

Bengal •— 


Fol. Rofar. Rub. 

Perjia — 

8 rupees /vr maund. 


N. B. The price of thefe drugs differs at different times. 


Don Diego's method of chuffng Bezoar, was to rub it on wood-afties held* 
in the hand j if good, it left a faint green colour behind. And his method 

• My late ingeniova friend Mr. Georp^homas above mentioned, made me a prefent of pare 
of a done, three of which were found in the gall-bladder of an ox, and greatly refembled 
Bexear. They were of the line of a hazel-nut, made up of feveral drata or fcalee, and each, 
dratum, like the layers of an onion, eafily divided from the whole piece, leaving a fmooth 
furface behind. They were very tender, and bad fomewhat of a mulk fmell. The fame- 
friend alfo obferved to me that Bemtt, in his hidory of drugs, takes notice of this kind of con- 
creted matter; he calls it Ox Bixoar, and fays, though it is fometimes ufed in medicine, yet its 
more general ufe is, like Gamble, for painters in miniature. The Ox Btxaar is allb greatly 
valued by the Indiatuy who give it in fevers, and will exchange five times the weight in filver 
for it. 

of 
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of trying the oil of cinnamon, was by touching the nofe flightly with a drop 1754. 
of it on the top of the finger •, he told us it was almoft cfcharotic, and of 
an amber colour, if good. / 

Before we take leave of this place, there remains a piece of antiquity to be 
mentioned, called the EUphanta ; which is an Indian temple, cut out of a 
large rock, in an ifland of the fame name, near Bombay. Tlie fame ingeni- 
ous gentleman, Mr. Thomas., in the papers he left behind him, has furnilhed 
me with the following defeription of it. “ Its dimenfions may be beft known 
irom the plan annexed, which was drawn on the fpot. The walls are 
covered with figures about 1 2 feet high, except thole of the baths, in the 
front of which, next to the voranda or open gallery, they are only 4 feet in 
height, and on the back about fix. The grand altar is filled with a mutilated 
figure of the god Orixa, the head and neck of which are much decayed 
through time •, and all the other principal parts of the temple are crowded 
with images of the fame god in different attitudes. The other figures which 
we faw here, I fuppofe arc reprefentations of famous men. On each fide of 
the grand altar is a dark room. Perceiving the floor of thefe to be hollow, 
we had the curiofity to dig into one of them, and found a large cavity, fo 
very deep, that we did not go any farther. The roof of the tenrple is about 
tS feet high, fupported by pillars, the number of which is given in the plan. 

They have all a fquarc pcdeftal, circular fhaft, and fluted cornifh, which is 
alfo circular. Near each of the verandas^ there is a fquare room with a pillar 
in the middle, and another fimilar room in the body of the temple. The 
pedeftals of thefe pillars are fquare, and about a foot high ; the {hafts are 
round, and about a foot and a half long. In the room next the baths, the 
pUlar is furrounded with water, as expre&d in the plan by dots. Thefe thrccr 
rooms appear to have been formerly private chapels.” 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. IV. 

fquadron leaves Bombay and arrives at Madrafs. — Defcription ^Madrsft 
cr Fort St. George. — The buildings and Indian inhabitants. — A lift of tht 
fever al forts of fervants employed India, their names, -wages, religion, an! 
employments. — Account of the nature and genius of their mechanics. — Thephy- 
ftcal praSice of their black-dodlors. — Manner of inoculating for the fmall- 
pox. 



A DM IB AL Watfon had long been defirous of getting round again widi 
his fquadron to the Coromandel coaft ; but the heaving down and refit- 
ting the (hips, had taken up fo much time, that feveral days in 'December had 
lapfed, before this neceflary work could be accomplifhed. On the 1 5th however, 
we took our leave of governor Bourchier and the gentlemen of the council^ 
and on the 1 6th we weighed anchor, and ftood for the offing. A frefli gale 
fortunately fprang up, which foon ran us down the Malabar coaft, and to 
the fouthernmoft point of the ifland of Ceylon. On the 1 3th of January 1 755, 
we arrived in Fort St. David's road, (having made an unufual quick, 
paflage for this feafon of the year), and on the i8th in that of Madrafs -, 
where, to our great fatisfacftion, we found riding at anchor his majefty’s fhip 
the Cumberland, Commodore Pocock-, and in eight days afterwards we were 
joined by the Tyger, Captain Thomas Latham, who had failed from England 
with Mr. Pocock. Here we learned, that during Admiral Watfon's ftay zt Bom- 
bay, a conditional treaty had been adjufted between Monf. Godeheu and 
Mr. Saunders, which was to continue in force until it fhould be either rati- 


fied or rejefted by their refpedtive companies j fo that there was no profpedt 
of hoftilities recommencing here, at leaft for eighteen months-, and in this 
long interval, the French had a fine opportunity of acquiring riches fufficienc 
to carry on another war : for by this conditional treaty, they were to con- 
tinue in pofleffion of thole many important countries, as well in the 
'Carnatic as the Deccan, which by their intrigues they had fecured to them- 
felves, and whofe revenues brought them in almoft a million fterling ; whilft 
■our poffcffions did not annually bring more than the fame number of rupees. 
Indeed, this was by all deemed to have been a mafterly ftroke of French 
politics : on the contrary, the advantages refulting from this treaty to the 
Englijh Eaft India company, were beyond every ones comprehenfion ; for it 
■was by every body known, that at this time, exclufive of our naval force, our 
troops on the coaft exceeded thofe of tht French in -iiumbcx one thoufand. 

The 
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f The town oi Madrafst or Fort St. George, , in the road of which we came 1755- 
to an anchor on the i^xhoi January 1755, is the chief fettlemcnt belonging 
t» our Eajl India company on the Coromandel coaft; and ftands between the 
thirteenth and fourteenth degrees of north latitude. It is fituated in a landy 
barren foil, and the climate is fo intenfely hot, that were it not for the fca- 
breezes, which agreeably cool the air, it would be altogether uninhabitable. 

But notwithftanding this inconvenience, the place is exceedingly populous. 

Many of our countrymen refiding there, to maintain their dignity among 
the natives, live in all the magnificence of the eaft. The governor or 
Fort St. George is invefted with great authority, little lefs than that of 
fovereign power. He is not only prefident of this place, but of all our other 
fcttlements on the Coromandel coaft. He, and the council under him, have 
the command of the army, the regulation of the police, and the appointment 
to all places of truft and profit; In a word, Madrafs is of fuch importance 
to the company both for its internal wealth, and the extenfive commerce 
which is there carried on, that they have taken abundant pains, and have 
been at an immenfc expence, to make the fortifications as ftrong as poffiblc. . 

The fort (which is the principal defence of the place) is a regular fquare, , 
with a glacis, and covered way, and the whole, town is furrounded with; 
walls well mounted with artillery. 

The buildings at Madrafs, or the town of Fort St. George where the 
Fnglijh only refide, are handfome, and built in the modern European ftile : 
but the houfes of the Black-^Fown are very low and flat- roofed 5 fome of them 
are tiled, and others thatched, but neither the one nor the other have any 
chimney. The natives commonly drefs their viftoals without doors •, and 
Ihould they make a fire within, which feldom happens, the fmoke is obliged 
to make its way through the eaves of the houfc, which has fcarcely ever any 
upper rooms. This is the ftate of the hou(<» of the merchants and mechanics, 
who refide within the town j and as to thofe of the pooreft fort, who live in 
the fuburbs, and in the country, they are nothing but huts covered with Cajan 
leaves, and are fo exceedingly low, that their miferable inhabitants cannot ftand 
upright in them, and whenever they enter, are obliged to creep in on their 
hands and feet: but though the houfc and garden belonging to thefe country 
people, feldom take up more than half a quarter of an acre of ground, you- 
fcarcely meet with lefs than ten or. twelve perlons in a family, befides an hog^ 
and a buffalo •, fo very numerous are the inhabitants of this country. 

The Indians in general are very temperate in eating and drinking-, they 
feldom ufe Itrong liquors, unlefs preferibed by way of phyfic. Their food 
is chiefly boiled rice, with now and then a little filh, . and mutton or fowl 
dreffed in a Currey, as they call it,, which is very warm to the palate. This, 

1 have reafon to think, they alfo feaft on with great moderation. The Gentoo 
calls never eat beef; they pay adoration to the image of the cow, and have 
a proverb among them, “ that they would as foon tafte of the flefii of their 
parents, , as of that animak” One ftrong evidence of the temperance of thele 

7 people,, 
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^75S' people, is their hands, which, if txyached by chance, you will be fare 

very cold, even in the middle of the botteA day ; while the hands of the 
Eurcftans are burning with an excettive heat, partly the cAedt perhaps of our 
intemperate way of living. Let me add too, that the Indians are a very 
quiet, inoffenfive people; and at Ibme diAance from the fea-Aore, we were 
told, that we Aould alfo find them honeA and fincere. On the coaA, they 
will make ufe of a thoufand tricks, and ftratagems, to over-reach a ftranger. 
But for this we may thank ourielves, who firft fullied their purity, and 
debauched their manners. They probably had never known the crime of 
cheating, had they not firft learned it from the tricking European. Among 
the lower cajts the poor women do all the drudgery ; they get all the fodder 
for the gentlemen’s horfes in the fort, and arc obliged to bring it fomc 
miles. They likewife grind all the rice ufed in their own houfes fetch 
wood and cow-dung to burn; and as the water near the fort is brackiih, 
they are daily neceffitated to go a mile or two to a good well, and to 
bring a large pitcher of this clement upon their heads for the ufe of the 
gentlemen of the factory. I have more ^an once feen a line of 40 or 50 of 
them in a morning, engaged in this laborious employment. Their drefs is 
much the fame as that worn by the women at Fort St. David-, and that of the 
higlier cajis, at both places, differs nothing from the lower, except, that the 
wrapper which goes round the loins of the former is made of finer ftufF, and 
chat they commonly cover their breafts with a fiik handkerchief. It is very 
feldom that any or the women, unlefs thofe of the loweft rank, can be feen, 
being forbidden by their caft to ftand any where to be gazed upon by 
ftrangers. In our morning wralks, indeed, we fometimesfaw them ftanding 
without their houfes for the benefit of the frefh air, but upon the firft fight 
of us, they never failed to run in, and Ihut and bolt their doors. We 
could not but remark too, that whenever we had occafion to go into a fiiop, 
our guide always gave us a hint to ftand a little while at the door, while he 
ftepped in; and he made no fcruple to confefs, that his motive for doing it, 
was to clear the houfe of the women before we entered. 

Much has been faid in regard to fervants in this country u fomC 
highly in their favour, while others equally depreciate them. The fervicc 
of any one of them is exceedingly cheap, but the number which you arc 
obliged to keep, makes it dear in the end. Perhaps it may feem furprizing, 
though true, that an European gentleman or merchant in a confider- 
able way of bufinefs, cannot hire lefs than a dozen or fifteen ; for as they are 
almoft all of different rafts, the higher are not permitted to do the leaft thing 
which is the bufinefs of an inferior caft. They all wear turbans; the prin- 
cipal fervants commonly drefs neat and clean, in a robe of fine cotton (^th, 
or muflin, particularly the whole religion enjoins much bodily purifi- 

cation; and therefore the firft thing they do in a morning is to go down to 
the river’s fide and walh, and afterwards to fay their prayers on the banks. 

If you alk them what they pray for, they will be fure to fay, “ For mafteF ' — 
and “ that Cod will Jbew favour for mafter, that mafter may fhew favour for 

them 
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them^ They are an artful cunning people, and very ready at returning an 1755. 

anfwer. We met with a thoufand inftances of this fort, during our Ray in 

the Eajl Indies-, bat the following Rory will beR illuRrate the natural good 

fenfe and fagacky of thefe black fervants. 

It happened, that an Englijh officer being with his Indian fervant in a 
public houfe at Cuddalore, was in a violent paffion, in confequence of fomc- 
thing that had palled between them in converfation : In the midR of the 
mailer’s fury, his philofophical fervant calmly placed himlelf at his full length 
on 'the floor, with his face towards the ground, at the fame rime Hopping his 
ears with both his hands. In this pofture he continued, until his ma&r’s 
paflion had fomewhat fubfided -, when getting upon his feet, and refpeftfully 
approaching him, he dryly faid, “ Indeed, tnajler makes poor fervant' s head 
fick : majler is very ftrong man, but fervant is very weak man : if majter fpeaks 
honey-words, then fervant can do any thing for majler, but when majler frightens 
poor fervant, then he makes poor fervant Jick-, and when fervant is ftek, majler' s 
buftnefs can no be done." The officer replied with an hearty d — mn ; but upon 
recolledtion, felt the juftnefs of the rebuke, and faw very plainly that before 
^hey could again proceed on bufinefs, it would be necelTary for him to con- 
form to the rules which the Indian had fo fagacioufly and artfully fuggefted 
for his condu(fl. 

The following lift of the fevcral forts of fervants employed in India, with 
their names, wages, religion, and employments, will furnilh the inquifitive 
reader with a clear and diftindt idea on this article. 

1. Chief Dubajh-, who is a fervant of ftate to ulher in company, to receive 
meflages, and give an anfwer at your door. He is alfo your linguift, and 
lays out your money. He has for his profit a Fanam out of every Pagoda 
paid and received ; and a Pagoda out ot every hundred Pagodas. There is 
no poffibility of tranfafling any bufinefs in this country without a fervant of 
this kind, except at Bombay, where they are not made ufe of. They are 
called Banians at Bengal, and are every where of the Gentoo religion. 

2. Dubafh Boy*. He is always about your perfon to affift you in dref- 
ing ; he walks by the fide of your Palanq^uin ; takes care of your fword, hat, 
and cane, when you are vifiting a ftranger; and waits behind your chair at 
table. He likewife is of the Gentoo religion, and his pay at Madrafs is i 
pagoda and 2 1 fanams by the month at Bengal, 8 rupees. 

3. Conucopola. He keeps your accounts, pays the reft of the fervants 
their wages, and affifts the Dubajh in buying and felling. At Bengal he is 
called fccretary, and is of the Brahmin caft and religion : his pay is 10 rupees 

• Boy is the common appellation in India for many of your fervants, though they Ihould be 
threefcore years of age. 
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1755 - tvy month. At Bmiay he is {likci Burva^ aod is of the GefiZ&o religioo, 
and his pay is 5 rupees by the month. At Madra/s^ his pay is 8 pagodas. 

4. RoundeUBoy. He carries a Roundel or de Saliel over your head, 
to defend you from the heat of the fun, when you ftep from your Palanquin^ 
or when you walk. 

5. Peon. Orte who waits about the houfe, to run on meflages ; and he 
commonly carries under his arm a fword, or in his falh a Cr<^, and in his 
hand a ratan, to keep the reft of the fervants in fubjeftion. He alfo walks 
before your Palanquin., carries Chits or notes, and is your body guard. The 
more of thefe you keep, the grander you are thought to appear. Some 
gentlemen have at leaft 40 of them in their fervice. They are all fighting 
rafts, and have 1 pagoda and 20 fanams by the month paid them at Ma- 
drafs ; 2 rupees and a half at Bengal-, and 4 rupees and a half at Bombay. 
At this laft place they are called Sepoys. 

a. A Demur Bey. His bufinefs is complicated, and being generally of 
the Parriah caft, which is a very low one, he makes no fcruple to perform 
the moft fervile offices. He cleans your fhoes, fweeps the houfe, and fetches 
all the water that is wanted, unlefs you keep a Harry or water wench, as file 
is fometimes called, for that purpofe. The chief bufinefs however of the 
Demar-Bey (as appears from his name) is to run with a Demur or torch befoie 
your Palanquin in dark nights. 

7. Palanquin-Boys. Four, and fometimes fix of thefe are employed to 
carry your Palanquin. They are of the lower Gentoo cafts at all our fettle- 
ments. Their pay at Bengal, where they are called Bearers, is 12 rupees and 
a half by the month ; at Bombay, where they are called Palanquin Cooleys, 
they are allowed 16 rupees-, and at Madrafs, 6 pagodas 6 fanams. 

8. Compidore. The office of this fervant is, to go to market, and bring 
home fmall things, fuch as fruit, idc. — He is always of a low caft. His pay 
at Bengal by the month is 2 rupees and a half. At Madrafs, 1 pagoda. Com- 
pidores are not ufed at Bombay. 

9. Derwan. Thefe are properly porters, who fit at the gate to receive 
melTages, I3e. — This office is performed by Moormen at Bengal, by Peons at 
Madrafs, and by Sepoys at Bombay. Their pay is 2 rupees and a half by 
the month in Bengal, and in the fame proportion at other places. 

This dtftindion of fervants, and the keeping up to it, is reckoned no bad 
piece of policy in the Indian conftitution. For as the people are naturally 
indolent and inadive, every man by this means gets a decent livelihood with 
very little trouble, which is the thing he aims at: for though each of thefe 
fervants could earn double the wages in the Intervals when his matter has no 
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occafion for him, yet confcious that be has a fufficiency, though bare, he fiK 1755- 
idown contented therewith, chufing rather to triie and fleep away his time, than v— 
to enrich himfelf and family by taking pains. Thefe fervants hare a variety 
of tricks alfo which they are fure to play off upon new-comers ; and where 
two or three of them are concerned together in a knavilh one, they never fail 
to puzzle the matter fo, as to make it almoft impoHible for the maftcr ever to 
get at the truth *. The palanquin bearers, are cunning diflemblers, for they 
will be fure to groan fadly under the weight of their new mailer or miftrefs, 
let them be ever fo light. This is done with the view of exciting in the 
human breaft a compaffion towards thenifelves, and thereby acquiring fome 
Buxie money i and in this they feldom fail of fuccceding, as there are but few 
Europeans, who, on their firft arrival, are not averfe to the making ufe of 
their fellow-creatures in fo degrading, and in appearance fo painful an 
.employment. After the fervants have filled their bellies, they always betake 
theml'elves to reft on the ground, or in a window, or on a table, or moft 
commonly on the fand, which they prefer before every thing elfe, becaufe of 
its retaining the heat of the preceding day’s fun. Upon the whole, the 
Indian fervants have both their good and bad qualities ; they are like fome 
neceflary evils we have in England, of whom we lay, there is no living with, 
nor without them, v 

I cannot difmifs this fubjc( 5 l of fervants without fpeaking fomewhat more of 
the office of a Conucopcla. — It muft be premifed, that the natives in this part of 
India know but very little of the ufe of paper, pens, and ink •, and therefore 
keep all tlieir accounts upon Cajans, the leaves of a certain tree. It is the 
Contuopcla's bufinefs to keep the account of all your houfehold expences, to 
pay tlie other fervants wages, and tradefmcn’s bills. Thefe fervants arc 
alv/ays to be diftinguiffied from all others by their Cajan leaves, which hang 
dangling by their fide, like a butcher’s fteel. The iron inftrument they mark 
with, is kept in a flieath like a knife. Wlien they have occalion to fct down 
any thing, they hold the iron-pen in the right hand, and the Cajan leaves in 
the left; a little notch or groove is cut in their left thumb-nail for fixing the 
ftile, and they will write or rather engrave with great celerity. They ave 
likewife very quick and ready at accounts, but fo very artful, that they feldom 
or never declare their own computation firfl : their low cunning is inconceiv- 
able, and it would be endlefs to recount all the artifices and frauds w hich are 
pracftifed by thefe men. They generally afic “ TVhat does mafter make 
.account come to?" If you fay more than it really is, they prefently cry our, 

“ Very right, mafier." But if you make it left, fo as to prejudice them, they 
will be fure to take particular care tocorrcd: your reckoning. If you chance 
to detc( 5 l; them in any intentional cheat, they then plead the cuttom of tlieir 
country ; for their maxim is, “ What 'white man forget, that God give Mack 

* The reader may fee a very remarkable inftance of their dark and complicated villainy in 
OmA excellent hiflory of the Carnatic, vol. i. p. 35010 
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*755- man. Mafter, forgive this one time-, I am poor foolijh fellow \ what fiould I 
know ? Aha ! I fee majler knows bejt j God has made good head for mafter.'* 

To the account I have given of the feveral Indian Servants, for the better 
knowledge of a country now fo interefting to Great Britain, I beg leave to 
add a few particulars relative to the nature and genius of their Mechanics.— ‘ 
The Cloth-merchants, forfo they are there termed, feldom or never make ufe 
of a yard or mealure of any kind, but mete out every thing by the cubit, 
which, in well-proportioned people, is the fpace between the elbow and the 
tip of the middle finger ; and this they do with fuch exaflnefs, as not to err 
perhaps ^ of a yard in a piece of 70 cubits. It is alfo the cuftom in this part 
of the world, as it is in moft of the country towns in England, to oblige the 
taylor to come home, and work at your own houfe ; but on viewing the mifer- 
able condition of fome of this tradefman’s tools, his rufty feiflarsin particular, 
and how loofely riveted, you would think it impoffible for him ever to cut 
out a coat with them : It is much the fame with all his other implemerrts •, but 
in fpite of every inconvenience he labours under,- tlie Indian taylor is fo exaft 
an iniitator, that he feldom or ever fails to give entire fatisfaftion. And this 
is the more furprizing, as he never meafures you ; he only afits “ mafter for 
mufter,” as he terms it, that is, for a pattern, and they will be fure to keep 
exaiflly to it, be the fafliion thereof ever fo extravagant. 

The fame obfervation holds true with refpefl to the Carpenter, Black fmith, 
and many other mechanics. It is aftonilhing how exaftly they will copy any 
thing you give them, though they fcarce know the ufe of ten tools, and 
though the few they have, are always in bad condition. Every thing they 
undertake, they keep a long time in hand however, which is entirely owing 
to their own obftinacy and abfurdity •, for they will never be put out of their 
old way of working ; and fhould you be ever fo defirous of inftrufling them, 
or Ihewing them a more expeditious method, they will be fure to plead the 
cuftom of their forefathers, for which they have fo great a veneration, that 
they were never known even ina fingle inftance to depart from it. Hence it 
is eafy to conclude, that they muft always remain poor. Whenever therefore 
you employ them, you are always obliged firft to give them in hand, by way 
of expedition money, commonly half of what your bargain comes to : and 
befides this, if the tradefman you employ be in want of the neceflary mate- 
rials, (which is too often the cafe) you are then under a neceflity of fupplying 
him with three parts, if not the whole money beforehand. This is a cuftom 
frequently attended with many inconveniences; for under the fanftion there- 
of, it is not uncommon for thefe tricking mechanics to go about from houfe 
to houfe borrowing money, though at the fame time they do not intend to 
touch the promifed work with one of their fingers. The Silver-fmith, in 
regard to his fmall ftock in tnade, is exactly upon the fame footing with the 
reft of his neighbours : he has not the leaft article in his Ihop to indicate his 
profeffion ; if you want any thing to be made by him, he too will afk for 
mufter," and you muft alfofurniih him with as many rupees, or other filver 
1 ta 
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to melt down, as will enable him to go through with the work. The Barhrr 17 55. 
however feems to be an exception to all the other mechanics here •, 1 mean 
with refpedt to the condition of his tools and fliaving tackle. He doth not 
go about in this country, as in England, with a large pewter bafon under one 
arm, a wig-box under the other, a water veflel in his right hand, and a 
powder-bag in his left. The fliaver and powderer here are two diltin< 5 t trades. 

The former, for his extraordinary apparatus, is worth remarking : when he 
enters your houfe, if you did not know him before, it is impofllble for you to 
gucfs at his profeffion. The implements he ufes, fuch as 8 or 10 razors, 
an hone, an oil-bottle, two leather-ftraps, a little looking glafs, two or three 
towels, his beetel-nut, beetel-leaf, chunam-box, foap and little brafs-bafon, 
are all contained in the girdle that is round his middle. His manner of 
operation is ftill more extraordinary, for he beats up a lather on your 
head, not in the bafon, which is no bigger than a large tea-cup •, and (haves 
you eafier than ever I experienced from any of the profelTion in England. 

Upon the whole, though the Indian mechanics are by no means deficient 
in the handicraft arts, yet their talents feem to be only of a fccond rate kind. 

In many refpedls they certainly do not come up to the dexterity of Euro- 
pean artifts, particularly in thoi'e works where great accuracy is required. 

They likewife labour under a poverty of genius which makes them dull at 
invention, but at the fame time it muft be acknowledged, that they are moll 
admirable copylfts, and indeed their principal excellency feems to lie that 
way. 


The fkill of their phyfical people is very mean. Mr. Thomas and I once 
employed one of the black dodlors to procure us a lift of fuch medicines as they 
ufed in their pradice. Inltead of this, he brought with him a number of leaves, 
plants, barks, roots of trees, &c. which, he told us, they generally made ufe of 
in decodions i and that their common method of pradice was, if one root, 
leaf, or herb failed, to put in others of different forts. In fevers, he added, 
they ufed pepper, and'fuch-like inflammatory fubftances. We enquired whether 
they had any written accounts of their method of pradtice -, he told us they 
had, and brought us a large book, made up of a number of leaves of the 
Palmita tree, fuch as they keep their accounts upon, part of which we after- 
wards got tranflated by a black Ccnucopola or clerk. It was written in the 
high Eajlern ftile, and began with giving great praifes to the Almighty for 
the wonderful formation of man : it then went on with obferving that this 
formed man was divided into two or three hundred thoufand parts ten 
thoufand of which were made up of veins •, ten thoufand of nerves feven- 
teen thoufand of blood •, a certain number of bones, choler, lymph, dffc. 
(dc. And all this was laid down without form or order, either of hif- 
tory, difeafe or treatment. We found this to be all the written account they 
have of phyfic ; which they never ftudy, but, like the other calls, the fon of 
a dodlor is a doctor alfo, and fo he will continue to be from generation to 


generation. 
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1755. V The cuftom of inoculating for the Small-pox among the natives, thou^ 
’ not common in other parts of the Eaji Indies, is frequent in Bengal ; and 
the manner of performing the operatic® is in many refpefts fingular, 
and different from that now pradtifed in England. They take, as Mr. 
Thomas and 1 were informed, fome matter from the pock of a perfon 
who has the difeafe in a favourable way, and put it into a phial or gallipot. 
They then dip the point of a needle in this matter, and with it prick the 
perfon intended to be inoculated feveral times in a circle, on the flefliy part 
of the arm. If he be a grown perfon, they prick him in both arms. After 
■the blood is wiped away, they rub fome more matter on the part, and order 
the patient to bathe in cold water, tiaree times a day, and to live on the moft 
cooling things he ,can poffibly procure, fuch as water-melons, cucumbers, 
rice, water, ^c. As fooo however as the fever comes on, which happens 
about the fifth or feventh day, the patient is ordered to leave off bathing and 
.the cool diet, and to live on milk and fugar : the fever generally lalts three 
days, and then goes quite off. On the fecond day after the pock has 
appeared, they wafh the whole body with cold water, which fills the 
puftules; and this they do for the three fucceeding days, two or three times 
each day, continuing the fame regimen of milk and fugar for diet. When 
the pock is drying off, they fprinkle the patient with rofe-vvater •, or when 
.tliis cannot be had, with the juice of Suttarmllie, SuSlapot, Culmee, and root 
of g;reen Turmeric. If the pock be very thick, they give the patient Joan-feeds 
to chew, and frequently tie 5<?;2^-leaves (which is a kind of hemp) on the parts 
moll affefted. It is a common praflice among the Portuguefe, and fome of 
Indians on fne Malabar coaft, when the pock is fairly turned, to lay on 
wood and cow-dung aflies very thick, which they think imbibe the matter, 
and make the fcab fall off the more ealily. They leave it to nature to 
difengage herfelf from this compound of afhes and puftulary difeharge. 
'I'heir hopes of a cure from this method, feem to be founded on the fuppofed 
antiputrefeent and ablbrbent quality of the afhes. I refer it to better 
judges to determine whether this prafticc be rational or not ; however, in 
general the patients recover from this loathfonie diforder. 
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C H A P. V. 

■^he fqiiadron fails from Madrafs for Trinconomale in Ceylon . — Befcription cf 
that harbour and ifland. — Account of the Cinnamon-tree, &c. with the miner ah, 
and vegetable and animal produblions. — Particular defeription of the Elephant 
and Tyger, and various forts of venomous infebls, dec. 

O 'N the coaft of Coromandel, the N. E. monfoon * blows from November 
to March or April, and fometimes to May, when the S. W. monfoon 
commences. Along this coaft the current generally fets with the wind ; to the 
northward in the S. W. monfoon, and to the fouthward in the N. E. mon- 
foon. To avoid the danger that might, and too frequently doth enfuc from 
the ftiifting of the monlbon, we failed from Madrafs the 7th of April, in 
company with the Cumberland, Pyger, Salijbury and Bridgewater, for T rin- 
conomale in the ifland of Ceylon, and on the 2 2d of the fame month came to 
an anchor in that harbour. At fiv'e in the afternoon Mynheer Van Beaumount 
the governor came on board to congratulate the admiral on his fafe arrival at 
Trinconomale, and to offer him every a/Tiftance the place afforded. At his 
leaving the fliip we faluted him with 1 3 guns. He afterwards waited on 
Commodore on board the Cumberland, and at his raking leave of him, 

was faluted by the fame number of guns. The next day the admiral and 
commodore, attended by all the captains of the fquadron, waited on the 
governor at the fort •, they were received in the great hall with trumpets, 
drums, and three voUies of fmall arms. After drinking coffee, tea, and a 
.glafs or two of wine, they took their leave. They were complimented, both 
at their entering and quitting the fort, with a difeharge of 2 1 guns. 

Trinconomale harbour is a very good one for fliips to put into when in 
diftrefs, and perhaps is better calculated for wooding and watering a fqua- 
dron, than any other in the Eafl Indies. It very much refembles tliat of 
Portfmouth, and is almoft quite land-locked ■, but this laft circumftance, in fo 


* There is a fpeciesof winds obfervable in the Indian Teas, within the tropics, called by the 
fiiilors rnonfoonsy which during fix months of the year blow one way ; and the remaining fix 
the otlier. 

The occafion of them in general is this : when the fan approaches the northern tropic, 
there are feveral countries, as Arabia-, Perjia, India, &c. which become hotter, and rellett 
more heat than the feas beyond the equator, which the fun has left; the winds therefore, 
inftead of blowing from thence to the parts under the equator, blow the contrary way ; and 
when the fun leaves thofe countries, and draws near the other tropic, the winds turn about, 
and blow on theoppofite fide of the compafs. At the time of the ihifting of thefe winds, the 
Indian feas are very fubjei^ to be lempefluous, and the navigation becomes very unfafe. 

Rowning’s Natural Philofcfhy^ vol. i. 

hoc 
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1755* hot a climate, may be rather reckoned an inconvenience, for hereby the free 
circulation of the fea-breezes, fo neceflary to refrelh the men on board the 
rtiips, is greatly obftrufted. The trade of this port is very inconfidcrable •, 
and it is manifeft that the foie view of the Dutch in fortifying this and the 
feveral bays and rivers round the ifland, is to prevent other nations from 
fettling here, or having any commerce with the natives. 

The ifland of Ceylon is very large, being 250 miles long, and 200 broad. 
The inner part of it is in pofTelTion of the natives, who are of the Gentoo reli- 
gion, and they call their king the king of Candy. The Dutch having taken 
care to fecure to themfclves the whole fea-coaft, endeavour to reconcile him 
to their converting the rich fpices of his country to their own advantage, by 
making him frequent prefents ; but fometimes they have found him very 
refradory, and their fucceeding in this important point has been attended 
with great difficulties. 

There are many trees of different kinds to be met with on this ifland, fuch 
as the euphorbium, tulip-tree., ebony., redwood, cajjia, cocoa-nut, cotton, lime, 
mangoe, citron, and black and yellow teak-, thefe lafl: have a moft beautiful 
grain, but are fo hard as to be very deftrudive to the cabinet-maker’s tools. 
But the tree peculiar to this ifland, and which has proved the fource of inex- 
hauflible riches to the Dutch, is the Cinnamon, which grows wild in every 
wood on the fouth weft part near Columbo, but there are few to be found near 
Trinconomale. This tree is propagated by a bird’s eating of the fruit, pai t 
of which he difeharges again, and afterwards the feeds of it take root. It 
grows fomewhat like our common hazel ; the leaves refemble thofe of the 
laurel, but with this difference, that they have only three fibres in their 
compofition. According to fome, it has three barks ; but all agree that it 
has two. What they ftrip from trees of a middling growth, is the beft 
Cinnamon. The very young trees are not fit for rinding, and the old ones 
they cut down for firewood, k'rom the root of this tree, the Camphora is 
extraded. But the greateft quantity of this laft drug is brought from 
Sumatra, where it is fold in fmall fiat cakes, at the enormous price of 4/. 
fterling an ounce. One pound of this genuine gum, Mr. Thomas was told, 
will produce an hundred pounds of fuch as is brought to us from the 
Indies after adulteration. 

Coffee alfo grows wild here •, as do the trees and plants which produce 
Balfam. Capivi, Dacca, 

Gambogium, Cinquenomale. 

Not having heard of this laft before, Mr. Thomas imagined it to be a name given 
by the natives to a certain drug. A Dutch furgeon refiding here, fhewed him 
a balfiim or oil extraded from it by diftillation, and which he affured him 
was a very good medicine in a paralytic numbnefs. This gentleman alfo 
prefented him with a fample of a gum growing here, which he called Badule 

he 
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'3tc told me it was but latsely noticed, and that -as yet they knew twt the ufe 1 755, 
of it. nr— 

Every morning and evening we were gratified with a fine odour from the 
trees that were in bloom. At firft we took them for the cimarnttiy but they 
proved to be nothing more than common flowering (hrubs, of which the 
whole ifland is fulL The foil between the hills, which are very high and 
rocky, is a fat red earth j and the vallies are extremely pleafant, having a 
clear rivulet running almoft through every one of them. Here are alfo 
veins of black chryftal, intermixed with fpar, and iron, and fome black 
lead, and copper ores. I am almoft perfuaded alfo that this country produces 
tin, for Mr. Thomas *, who was a Cornijh gentleman, and particularly 
curious in fuch matters, alTured me, that during his ftay on the ifland, he 
picked up as fine a piece of ore of that kind as ever he had feen in 
Corn'wal, and that he intended carrying it home with him in order to 
Ihew it as a fample. I lhall only add, that if this very valuable com- 
modity is really to be met with in this country, it is aftonilhing that the 
crafty Hollander fhould not as yet have found it out, yvho was never known 
to fparc pains in difeoveries of any kind, as this would manifeftly turn out 
to his inexpreflible advantage. The ifland alfo produces topazes^ rubies^ 
garnets^ &c. which the inhabitants difeover by walking the foil they grow in. 
Neither harp-Jhells nor ventel-traps are found here, but numbers of painted 
xockles, and others which are commonly called the panama-jhells. 

We found the country to abound alfo with many uncommon curiofities; 
particularly the creeping leaf: This is certainly afpecies of the grafliopperi 
it has every member you fee in common infedls, fuch as head, legs, wings, 
and body, and of a pale green colour, but yet in fliape and appearance 
exaftly refembles a leaf. 

A great variety both of wild and tame fowl arc to be met with here, 
and which are fold at a low price. A dozen of fowls, or five ducks, for a 
rupee, not quite a half crown of Englifi money. The bay, which has many 
coves, abounds in filh, efpecially the cavally, and Jurmullet-, thefe are to 
be had very cheap. The fame may be faid of the fruits of the ifland, 
fuch as pine-apples., jacks, hananoes, cocoa-nuts, mangoes. See. See. A pine- 
apple may be bought for a penny or left, and all the other fruits in propor- 
tion. Money is the fame here as in Holland -, they have only a different 
way of reckoning, as 8 doit to a cafto, 12 cafh to a rupee. A rupee goes but 
for two ftrillings fterling, or four fchillings Dutch j 96 doit make a rupee. 

Common deer they have here, in great abundance, and alfo Guinea deer, 
but few other horned cattle, and tnefc too very fmall. We killed fix of 


• The author is obliged to Mr. Thomat for moft of the obfervations made on the country 
Acar Colombo, 

I tbctf 



f ] 

tj55, their oxen one day during our flay at ^rinconomale, and the weight of the 
^ whole amounted but to ^ 14 pounds. One of them weighed only 70 pounds. 
How different were thefe little, delpicabJe animals, from the oxen which 
we flaughtered at Madagafcar^ each of which weighed from 6 to 700 
pounds and upwards ? But however fmall and contemptible the breed 
of bullocks may be on this ifland, nature feems to have made her full 
amends in the ftupendous fize of her elephants, which are faid to be the 
largeft of any in the known world *. 

The Elephant is certainly the moft extraordinary of all animals, and 
well merits a particular deferiptipn. His body is heavy and grol's, gene- 
rally of a dark, dirty colour and though, when arrived at full growth, 
he is from twelve to fourteen feet high, and from eighteen to twenty in 
circumference, yet his head is ftill larger in’ proportion ; and what is 
more extraordinary, his eye is no bigger than that of an hog, which it 
exadlly refembles. His legs are like four large columns, rather long than 
fhort, and jointed like a cat’s juft above the feet, which arc round at their 
bottoms, and do not fpread much beyond the bulk of the legs. His ears 
are flat, hanging down, and furprizingly large ; the tail is fmall, but 
long, with a few briftles at the end. At the two corners of his mouth 
grow two large tulks or teeth, which are what we call ivory ; thefe 
are fix or feven feet long in the male elephant in the female they 
are feldom half that length. But the moft extraordinary part of this 
animal is his probofcis or trunk, which is long and hollow like a trumpet, 
and ferves him inftead of a hand -f* to feed himfelf, being able to 
move it with incredible agility and ftrength, and to take up therewith 
the fmalleft thing from the ground, by means of a little point, which 
he can twift round it. His common food is leaves of trees, grafs, corn, 
and fugar-canes, of which laft he is particularly fond. Notwithftanding 
the unwieldinefs of this beaft, his motions are very alert, and he walks 
with great eafe, fall enough to keep a man on a’ good run. Many 
incredible ftories are related by ancient authors of the docility and inge- 
nuity of this half-reafoning animal. They are faid to be fufceptible of affec- 
tion, fonclnefs, gratitude and modefty. There is nothing but they may be 
taught: Arrian., an author of veracity,^ relates, that he had feen an elephant 
dance with two cymbals fattened to his legs, which he touched alternately in 
cadence with his trunk, and that many others of the fame fpecies gambol’d 
round him, keeping time with an attonilhing exadlnefs. 

Pliny too, fpeaking of the elephant which carried Porus in the battle he 
fought againtt Alexander the Great., tells us, that perceiving his maftcr 
quite finking under the wounds which he had received, he lowered him- 


• Elephantas ii multo majores erant quam quos fert India. Plinius. 

. f Manus data elephantis, quia propter magnitudinem corporis difficiles aditus babebant 
^ Crc. de Nat. Deor, lib. 2. n. 123^ 
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ielf, that he might fet his tnafler down without hurting him, and pulled lysf, 
out the arrows winch (tuck in him with his trunk; at length perceiving <— -v— < 
him to faint through lofs of blood, he placed him again upon his back, 
and conveyed him in I'afety to the camp : A mod amazing inftance 
of the docility and gratitude of the elephant. ^No wonder therefore that 
the ancients made ule of them in war, and fomctimes with great fuccefs ; 
but fince the invention of fire-arms they have not been found of equal ufe 
as formerly ; for they are remarkably terrified at fire, and will at the fight 
of it, frequently turn back upon their friends, and overthrow every thing 
that Hands in their way. They are chiefly ufed at prefent for the fording 
deep rivers, and carrying over the baggage on their backs. After the 
keepers have loaded them with feveral hundred weight, they fallen rope.s 
to them, of which the foldiers taking hold, either Iwim, or are drawn 
acrofs the river. In time of a£lion, they now and then fix an heavy iron 
chain to the end of their trunks, which they whirl round with fuch agility, 
as to make it impofilble for an enemy to approach them at that time. 

Another ufe they {till have for this creature in war, is, to force open the 
gates of a city or garrifon which is clofely beficged. This he docs by 
fetting his backfide againft them, riggling backwards and forwards with 
his whole weight, till he has burft the bars, and forced an entrance ; to 
prevent which, moll of the garrifons in this country, have large fpikes 
ftuck in their gates, that projeft to a confiderable dillance. However, 
after all, thofe prodigious animals are kept more for fhew and grandeur 
than for ufe, and their keeping is attended with a very great cxpence, 
for they devour vail quantities of provifion j and you mull fometimes regale 
them with a plentiful repall of cinnamon, of whlfch they are excelTively fond. 

I have been told, that it is no uncommon thing with a Nabob, if he has a 
mind to ruin a private gentleman, to make him a prefent of an elephant *, 
which he is ever afterwards obliged to maintain at a greater expence than 
he can afford: by parting with it, he would certainly fall under the dif- 
pleafure of the grandee, befides forfeiting all the honour which his country- 
men think is conferred upon him by fo refpedable a prefent. 

The notions of the Indians concerning the elephant are various. It ha< 
been in all ages,' and is to this day, the cuftom of the oriental nations, to 
wrap up all their wifdom in Ihort fentences or proverbs, allegories and 
parables. Some of the Indians literally believe that the globe of the world 
is lupported by an elephant j which notion probably had its rife from a 
proverb of theirs to that purpofe, but which certainly meant no more, than 
that the commerce of their country depended in a great meafure upon 
elephants. I could not but remark too, that in almoft all their Pagodas, or 
places of worfliip, they have the image of this creature depidled on the 
walls. Some imagine, that they place the elephant here as an emblem of 


— Eutrapelus cukunque nocere volcbat, 

Vcllimenta dabat pretiofa Ho a. xviii. lih. i. 
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*755’ i7pd*i omnifciencc i while others rather think that they pay sdaratioa t» 

him, as being endowed with greater fagacky than themfelves, and jhereibre 

pray to him for a portion of his wifdom. The natives relate another 
jnftance of the docility of tbefe creatures, that in marching with an army^ 
they gather up every flick of lize they meet with on the road, which towards 
the evening is fometimes increafed to a faggot large enough to drefs all 
the provifions for that n^ight. 

But not to mention any more of the muttitude of things reported of 
them ; the following particulars are what I obferved myfelf. They gene- 
rally ^a!;d under the (hadow of fomc fpreading tree^ to prevent their 
being flung by the littk ant, which, notwithflanding tlieir gigantic fize and 
bulk, is a great terror to them. To prevent his crawling about them, they 
are continually taking up dull or fand in their trunk, and throwing it over 
their heads and backs; nay they fometimes take a whifp of flraw or grafs, and 
brufti themfelves down with it behind, whilft with their briflly tail they fweep 
their fore-parts. When you firfl approach them, they arc taught by their keeper 
to make their Salaam or obedience to you, which is done by falling almoft 
backwards, and making a prodigious era^ation or rattling in the throat, 
not much unlike the firfl breaking of thunder'. The keeper then mounts 
his fliouldcrs, which he could not poffibly do without the elephant’s afiiftance, 
who for that purpofe crooks one of his kgs ; the keeper’s firfl flep is made 
on his lower joint, the next on his knee, and he then I'prings upon his back, 
laying hold of the flap of his ear. After the elephant has performed many 
tricks at the word of command, then, to fliew you how capable he is of 
picking up the moft minfite thing with his trunk, you are defined to lay. 
a filver fanam upon the ground : this, which is the fmalleft of all coins, the 
elephant feels about for till he finds, then takes hold of k, and gives it to 
the keeper, as feated upon his back. He laft of all throws out his trunk 
to its full length, by way of lhaking hands with you, and thus the cere- 
mony is ended. Another circumftance I obferved was, that whenever they 
drank, they always firfl ftirred the water, and made it foul with their feet-: 
The reafon for their doing this, is, that the gravel and fmall ftones which they 
hereby fwallow, help to digeft their food ; and not, as fome alledge, that 
they render the water muddy, becaufe they hate to fee their owu figure in 
that clement. One more particular relating to thefe animals, is their 
furprizing age. If we could depend upon what we are told by PhiloJiratuSy. 
in his life of Apollonius Tyaneus, and believe that this great traveller faw 
the very elephant on which Porus rode iri the battle againfl Alexander, 
that elephant muft have been above 4Q0 years of age. That they live 
till between 2 and 300 years is ftrongly believed ; and it is certain, that 
they are in full vigour, at much above an hundred : but it feems that 
nothing can be faid wkh certainty as to the exaft time that they ufually 
live : whenever I afked any of the Indians a queflion relative to this 
fubjed, they always anfwcrcd me, “ ’This elephant was my great-grand-^ 
father's.’* 
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The natives catch the elephant by the following method : they have two 
places drongly inclofed ; one contains feveral acres of land, the other is 
But fmaJL When they intend to hunt, which they always do in the night, 
they go in a large company, with each man a vefleJ of fire on his head. 
As foon as the dephant fees the light, he purfues ; the man that is fingled 
out runs into the large inclofure, there dtops his fire, and retires to a tree j 
the elephant prefently employs himfelf in trampling and fcattering about 
the fire. When they have a fufficient number of them in the large inclofure, 
they flrut up the firft paflTage, and then decoy the elephants one by one into 
the fmall place, where they get ropes about them, and by the help of 
tame elephants convey them home. Sometimes, however, the men are 
overtaken before they reach the inclofure, when they throw down the fire, 
and fly to the next tree for fecurity. 
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The 'Tyger alfo is an inhabitant of Ceylon-, this beaft, though fomc- 
cimes found in other countries, yet is- in a peculiar manner a native of the 
Eajl Indies. Malabar is the mod famous for the breed of this animal : 
there are it feems three kinds, but that which I am going to deferibe is the 
krgeft, and by way of diftinftion, is called the Tyger Royal: his Ikin is of 
a yellow, fandy colour, fHining and glofly, with long black ftripes ; his 
head and mouth very large •, eyes exceeding lively ; teeth long and 
yellow ; kgs very thick, with furprizing (harp claws ; and the tail is 
perpetually in motion. The female tyger is faid to be much more fierce than 
the male, efpecially when flic has young. But they are both beads of prey, 
and that of the mod cruel and favage kind; for it is obfervable, that as the 
lion never eats any creature till after it is dead, and even groans while he is 
killing it, indicating a generofity of temper, fo the tyger tears his prey to pieces 
while it is living, and feems to delight in torturing it. If he meets with a 
dead horfe or a Iheep, he will not touch it; but if a tyger, tygrejs, and 
their young fall in with an herd of cattle, or flock of Iheep, they are 
fure to make a terrible havoc among them -, for as they will only fuck their 
blood, and paunch a few of them, they have been known to dedroy four- 
fcore {beep in one night. They generally hide themfelves behind fome 
thicket in an inclofed country, from whence they dart out with incredible 
fiercenefs cither upon man or bead that is paffing by. Monjieur Thevenot, 
a French writer, fays, that “ if a man dands boldly uprightj without 
betraying any fymptoms of fear, neither lion nor will venture to touch 

him.” This aflTcrtion feems to have no manner of foundation, at lead I 

Ihould not chufc to venture on the experiment. It is very well known,, 

that if ten men are in company, they will Angle out one particular perfon 

from the red ; and they alfo feldom care to attack a white man, if a black 
man be among them. The reafon for their making this didinidion, is, 
probably, that they are better acquainted with the black men, and 
had rather prey upon them, than upon Europeans, to whom they are 
ftrangers.. 


The 



[ ] 

^. 755 ’ The woods in tins idand abound with various forts of venomous infects ; 

' fuch as fnakes^ of an enormous fize and length \ I had a view of one that 
meafurccl 1 5 feet in length, and 30 inches in circumference ^ fcprpions^ centi- 
pedes y fpiders^ tarantulas^ &c. Lfaw a fpidcr here as large as a toad, with 
brown hair upon it ; the legs were of the thicknels ot a large tobacco-pipe, 
and more than four inches long. A fcorpion alfo, which was taken out ot a 
piece of wood, was brought on board the 9th of May^ which meafured 8 
inches from head to tail, exclu/ive of the claws ; the Ihell was as hard as 
that of a crab. J killed a centipede here which was more than 7 itiches 
Jong. 

The iicUivcs of this ifland are the douteft Indians I ever faw. Mr. Ancx 
in his hidory reports many llrange things of their religion and cuftoms, 
none of which I had an opportunity of feeing. He fays, that ‘‘ they have 
various ways of treating their dead. Some burn them, (which is not 
uncommon in Indiaf) while others throw their limbs up into the forks of 
large trees.*’ This may be true, bccaufe when our wood-cutters were 
once hewing down a ftick of timber, there fell from it, the fcull, and many 
bones of an human body ; and I alfo faw here a human body hanging 
on a tree. 

Other hiftorians relate, that the natives of Ceylon feed on human 
fledi *, nay that they eat the bodies of their deceafed parents, imagining 
that no other fepulchre is fo fit for them as their own bowels, fince 
hereby they think they are changed into their own fubftance, and live 
again in themfelves. This (hocking cuftom is reported of the ancient 
licythians^ and poffibly it might have been ufed by the old inhabitants of 
Ceylon^ but it is now in both countries entirely abolifhed ; and yet even at this 
time, thefe iflanders are faid to make cups of their parents fculls with 
a view that amidft their mirth and jollity they may be fure to preferve a 
refpeclful remembrance of them. — What a difference has cuftom wrought 

between 

^ Sir William Temple^ in the 2d part of his Mifcellanea^ obferves, that it was a fixed and 
general opinion among the weftern Scythians, that ail thofc who gave themfelves up to war- 
like adions and enterprifes, to the conquefts of their neighbours, and daughter of enemies, 
and died in battle, or of violent deaths upon bold adventures and refojutions, went im- 
mediately to the vail hall or palace of Odin, their god of war, who eternally kept open 
houfe for all fuch gucfls, where they were entertained at infinite tables, in perpetual feafts 
and mirth, caroufing every man in bowls made of the fculls of their enemies they had 
dain, according^ to the numbers of which, everyone in thefe manfions of pleafure was the 
mod honoured and the bed entertained. 

How this opinion was imprinted in the minds of thefe fierce mortals, and what effedl it had upon 
their thoughts and padions, concerning life and death, is mod lively reprefented in the twenty- 
fifth and twenty-ninth danza’s of that fong or epicedium olRcdnor Ladbrog, one of their famous 
kings, which he compofed in the language about eight hundred years ago, after he was 
mortally dung by a ferpent, and before the venom feized upon his vitals. The whole fonnet 
is recited by Olaus Wormius in his Literatura Runica, But that which is extraordinary in it is, 
that fuch an alacrity or pleafure in dying was never expreffed in any other writing, nor 
imagined among any other people. The two danza’s are thus trandated into Latin by OJaus, 

STANZA 
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between us and them! fince thofc fpeftacles which to us would appear *755- 
frightful and melancholy, arc to them familiar and delightful. v— y— . 

The boats ufed by the natives of Ceylon are trees hollowed but when the 
boat on account of the fize of the tree is too fmall, they build on top of 
it a trough, fquare at both ends j they are about 12 or 14 inches wide, 
and as many feet long j the tree part at the bottom is much wider-, they 
have outriggers and fails, much the fame as at Madagafcar. There are 
i'ome boats of this fort much larger, built between two trees, with which 
they go along Ihore ; the others are for the filhermcn, in which they will 
go many leagues from the land. 

The Dutch Ihew you in Ceylon, Adam*$ apple (as they call it) it is in 
lhape like the quarter of an apple cut out, with the two inddes a little 
convex, and a continued ridge round the two outer edges. It is of a 
beautiful orange colour, but ofapoifonous quality. Some writers, induced 
by the exceeding fruitfulnefs of the ifland, have fuppofed it to be 
the feat of the terreftrial paradife : but this opinion is not mine : that it 
was the Taprobana of the ancients is not unlikely and indeed there are 
ftrong reafons for believing that the ifland of faprobana and Ceylon is 
the lame. The ancients, particularly Ptolemy, oblerve that * Paprobanct 
was famous for producing the largeft breed of elephants, which is alfo true 
of Ceylon. Paprobana likewife was greatly celebrated for its fpices, and in 
this refpeft Ceylon may be faid to rival it, for it produces not only gingery 


S 1- A N Z A XXV. 
Pugnavimus enfibus, 

Hoc riderc me facie Temper 
Quod Balderi patris fcamua 
Parata fcio in aula. 

Bibimus cerevifiam 
Ex concavis crateribus craniorum : 
Non gemit vir fortis contra mortem 
Magnifici in Odini domibus, 

Non venio defperabundus 
Verbis ad Othini aulam, 

STANZA XXIX. 

Pert animus finire, 

Invitant me Dyfse 
Quas ex Odini aula 
Othinus mihi mifit 
Ltetus cerevifiam cum Afis 
In fumma fede bibam, 

Vita: elapfae funt hor3B> 

Ridens moriar. 


^ Eft in finu Gangetico, Narfingse regno adverfa, CejUn, novem regnis diftin^Ia, antiquis. 
7atrobam diaa, Cluverii Geogra^. lib. v* 
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*755* pepper* ind carJmoms, bat cinnamon alfo, and the fineft in the world. 
Again, Taprohana is faid to have abounded with precious fiones\ fo docs 
Ceylon and its rubies, topazes, and fapphires in particular are reckoned 
the be/i in the Eaft Indies. Taprohana is celebrated for its great fertility, 
and in this C^lon is not at all behind it, for from the luxuriance of the 
foil, they have five kinds of rice which ripen one after another. From 
all .the above circumftances fo exactly tallying with each other, we are led 
to conclude, that the .ifland now called Ceylon, was the famous Taprohana of 
the antients. 

* The pepper grows Ijere like our hops, fupported by poles ; the leaves are of the lhape 
of a common plantain, about four inches wide, and the flowers are very like the ftem and 
feed of that plant ; but when the pepper fills, it appears like a large bunch of fmall grapes 
as they lie very clofc to the ftem. One of thele, accompanies the leaf on the fame ftalk. 

+ Nec verb ex nomine folo, verum etiam ex gemmis & margaritis grandioribus, aliifque 
qua; de Taprobane veteres tradunt, prascipne verd ex fitu, Ztilaa efle antiquum Taprobaneu 
apparet. Henr. Stefhani Caffl/BM/orw. 
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fquadron leaves Trinconomale, and arrives at Fort St. David ; is driven 
out to fea^ but returns fafe to the road. — 'The Admiral makes an excurjion 
to Chilambaram. — Manner of travelling in India. — Defcription of the 
famous Pagoda at Chilambaram. — Mr. Watfon receives his Majefty's com- 
miffion appointing him Rear-admiral of the Red . — Mahomed- Ally, Nabob 
of Arcot, arrives in the neighbourhood of Fort St. David. — He is vifted 
by the admiral., &c. — He returns the admirals viftt ; the manner of his 
reception on board the fleet. — Account of fome particular Indian cujloms 
on that occaftin. — Account of the land-ivind, and its violent effedls. 


T he fquadron having fpent near three weeks at Ceylon in wooding, 
watering, and cleaning, on the loth of May, the admiral, commodore, ' 
and all the captains went on fliore to take leave of the governor ; and the 
next morning, we failed with the whole fleet from Trinconomale, and 
on the 14th caft anchor in Tort St. David's road. But in a few days 
after, we began to be fenfible that our anxiety for leaving Trin^ 
conomale in order to return again upon the toaft, (the fccne of aiftion) had 
occafioned us to be there too foon •, for unluckily the monfoon did not 
change till after our arrival ; and when it did, it blew with fo much 
violence, that we foon defpaired of riding out the ftorm. Therefore, 
on the 24th of May all the fhips were obliged to put to fea, but returned 
again to St. David! s road on the 31ft, without having received any material 
damage *. 
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* The 8. W. monfoon IS commonly called the little monfoon^ becaufe the ftorms attending 
it, are not in general fo fever e, as thofe in the autumn feafon ; but ever iincc the deftru^lion 
of part of Admiral Bo/canjoen*s fquadron, which happened at this time of the y»ar, the Englijh 
cannot be too fearful of its confequcnces. 

The following copy of a letter to me, though of an old date, from Lieutenant Jatnet 
Jims of the navy, (now commander of his majefty’s (hip the Montreal) be unacceptable 

to the reader, as it is pertinent to the fubjctl of this vernal monfoon, and as it contains 
the only particular and authentic account that ever was publifhcd of the lofs of his ma- 
jefty’s fhip the Namur of 74 guns, and upwards of 500 choice feamcn, who perilhed on this 
Gccafion : Mr. Almi% probity as a man, and courage and ability as a fea ohlcer, arc well known 
both in England and the Eaji Indies^ 
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j 755‘ The Admiral, Commodore Pccock, and Captain KnowUr, happened to 
’ be on (bore at the time the gale came on, and during the whole of its 
continuance, were much more agreeably engaged in a little excurfion they 
made to Deve-Cotab, and the famous Pagoda of Chilambaram. They were 
accompanied by Lieutenant Carnac, Mr. Doidge the Admiral’s fecretar}’, 
and Mr. Cobhe, who gave me the following agreeable relation of their tour. 

“ Our retinue confided of two fets of Palanquin boys for each perlbn ; 
DiibaJh-boySy 20 PeonSy a great number of Cooleys to carry the tent-baggage,. 

tables, 

«< We were at anchor in the 'Namur ^ in St* David's road, Thurfday dpril 13th 1749* 

111 the morning it blew fre(h. Wind N. E. — N. E. by E. At noon we veered away to a 
cable and a half on the fmall bovver. From i to 4 o’clock, we were employed in fetting 
up the lower rigging. Hard gales and fqually, with a very great Tea. At 6 o'clock rode 
very well. At half an hour after, had four feet water in the hold. Immediately we 
cut the fmall bower cable, and Hood to fea under our courfes. The fliip laid out S. E. 
and S. E. by S. Our mate who cut the cable was up to his waift in water at the bites,. 
At half paft feven, we had fix feet water in the hold, when we hauled up (.ur courfes, and 
hove overboard moft of our upper, and all the quarter-deck guns to leeward. By three* 
quarters after eight, the water was up to our orlop gratings, and there was a great quantity 
between decks, fo that the {hip was water-log’d. 1 hen we cut away all the mall.s, by 
which the /hip righted. At the /ame time we manned the pump, bailed, and ibon per- 
ceived that we gained upon the (hip, which put us in great fpirits. A little after nine 
o’clock, we founded^ and found ourfelves in nine fathom water. The mailer called to cut 
away the (hect-anchor, which was done immediately, and we veered away to a little better 
than a cable, but before Hie came head to the fea, (he parted at the chefs tree. By this 

time it blew an hurricane ! You may eafier conceive, than I deferibe, what a difmal,. 

melancholy feene now prefented itfelf. The Hirieking, cries, lamentations, raving, defpair, 
of above five hundred poor wretches verging on the brink of eternity 1 

J had prefence of mind however to confider, that the God AlUmighty was alfojthc God All- 
merciful^ with the comfortable refledlion and hope, that I had ever put my whole truH in him. 

I then made a Ihort ptayer for his protedlion, and jumped over board. The water at that 
time was up to the gratings on the poop, from whence 1 leaped. The HrH thing I grafped 
was a capHan bar : from which, in company with feven more, I got to the David, but in 
lefs than an hour, I bad the melancholy fight to fee them all wafhed away, and myfelf 
remained alone upon it, almoH fpent. I had now been above two hours in the water, when,, 
to my unfpeakable joy, I faw a large raft with a great many men driving towards me;, 
when it came near, I quitted the David, and with much difficulty fw.am to, and by the 
aflirtance of one of our quarter-gunners, got upon it. The raft proved to be the Namur'^ 
booms. As foon as we were able, we lafhed the booms clofer together, and faHened a- 
plank acrofs ; and by this means made a good Catamaran , — It was by this time one o’clock 
in the morning. Soon after that, the feas were fo mountainous as to turn our machine 
upfide down, but providentially with the lofs only of one man. 

About four o’clock we Hruck grouud with the booms, and in a very little while, all that 
furvived got on Hiore. After having returned God thanks for his almoH miraculous good- 
iiefs towards us, we took each other by the hand (for it was not yet day), and truHing Hill, 
in the divine providence for protedion, we walked forwards to find fome place to (belter us 
from the inclemency of the weather,, for the fpot where we landed afforded nothing but 
fand. When- we had walked about for a whole hour, but to no manner of purpofe, we 
returned back to the place where we had left our Catamaran^ and to our no fmall uneafinefs. 
found it gone. Day-light appeared foon after,, when we found ourfelVes on a fandy bank 
a little to the fouihward of Porto-Novo and as there was a river running between us and 
this Dutch feitlement, wc were under a necelTity of fording it, and foon afterwards arrived, 
at Porijo-Novoy where we were received with much hofgitality,. 


FronV; 
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tables, ftools, liquors, and provifions ; one or two Hircars ♦, one Havildab f, 1 755. 
and a company of Sepoys, by way of body-guard. So that our whole 
train confifted of near 200 pcrfons. The firft night we reached Porto- 
Novo, where we encamped. The next day we got to Deve-Cotah. Mr. 

Hopkins the chief, having received fame previous notice of our coming, 
met us upon the road with another company of Sepoys ; and becaufe the 
weather was fo bad as to prevent our proceeding in our journey, he 
entertained us for three days at his own houfe in the moft friendly 
manner. 

Deve-Cotah is a fmall fettlement belonging to the Engliflo Eaji India 
company, and was taken from the king of Eanjour by Major Lawrence 
in the year 1749. weakly fortified; and indeed the only rea- 

fon that induces them to hold it, is, becaufe it is a fort of key to all 
the Eanjour country. Here we continued till the weather became more 
favourable, when we again fet out upon our journey, and having crofled 
one branch of the Coleroon, we on the fame night reached a Choltre 
within a few miles of that river. A Choltre is not much unlike a large 
fummer houfe, and in general is little more than a bare covering from the 
inclemency of the weather. Some few indeed are more fpacious, and are 
alfo endowed with a falary to fupport a fervant or two, whofe bufinels 
is to furnilb all paflengers with a certain quantity of rice and freih water. 

They are all of them built at the expence of private perfons ; for as it is a 
fundamental law in -this country, that every individual fhall do fomething 
towards the benefit of the whole community, fo they arc fure exactly to 
fulfil it, according to their refpecHve abilities. One man therefore plants 
a tope or grove, a fecond digs a tank or large pond, another repairs a 


From our fir/l landing to our arrival at Porto-Novo, we loft four of our companions ; 
two at the place where we were driven on Ihore, and two in crofting the river. After 
\\c had fufiiciently refrefhed ourfelves at Porto-Novo, the chief there was fo obliging as to 
accommodate me with an horfe and guide to carry me to Fort St. David, where 1 arrived 
about noon the day following, and immediately waited upon the admiral, who received 
me very kindly indeed ; but fo exceflive was the concern of that great and good man for the 
lofs of fo many poor fouls, that he could not find utterance for thofe queftions he appeared 
deiirous of alking me concerning the particulars of our difafter. 

Till I reached Porto-Novo you beheld me Ihipwrecked and naked : I muft again repeat 
it, that the Dutch received, refreftied, and kindly conveyed me to my truly honourable 
patron ; through whofe goodnefs and humanity, I am not only cloathcd and comforted, 
but alfo made lieutenant of the Syren^ from which ihip 1 date this letter. 

1 am, Iffr. 

James Alms. 

P, S* There vfere only 23 of us faved from the wreck, 20 of whom came on fliore on the 
booms.*’ 


* Hircars, commonly fignify fpics, here meflengers. 

+ An officer of Sefojs, of the rank of a ferjeant* 

K 2 road. 
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road, whilft a fourth builds a cboUrey or perhaps a pagoda. Thefe ftruc- 
tures are ever afterwards looked upon as the property of the public, and 
the founder of cither of them is as much cried up in this country for his 
humanity and munificence, as any perfon in England is for ercding an 
hofpital or an infirmary. 

The method of travelling in this part of the world is very finguiar, and 
therefore worthy of notice. 

As the roads are not furnifhed with inns, you arc obliged to carry 
moft of your provifions with you, and all the implements to drefs it. To 
your Cooleys or fervants, whom you hire for this purpofe, you pay fo 
much by the day, and they find themfelves in victuals. Their chief food 
is rice, and their drink toddy, both of which are eafily to be procured in 
any part of the country, and at a reafonable price. The Cooleys are very 
extraordinary fellows for bearing fatigue ; and are very little impatient either 
of hunger or third. Their common rate of travelling is four miles an 
hour, and I have known them walk four-and-twcnty hours without once 
breaking their faft. As people in this part of the world always travel in 
large companies, it fcldom happens that the whole caravan arrives at the 
place of deftination at the fame time. It is the cuftom therefore for thofe 
who get in firfl, to make the neceflary preparations for the reception of 
filch who are behind. The making a fire for drelTing the viftuals, is 
always the firft thing done, for which purpofe fome are immediately fent- 
out to pick up flicks, whilft others are as necelTirily employed in mixing 
«hr ingredients for making punch, 

One of the greateft inconveniencies attending a traveller, is the difficulty 
of his getting a draught of water from any of the natives, fliould he chance 
*0 go on fafter than the Cooleys who carry his utenfils. Among the higher 
eajis, I have known their fuperftition carried fo far in this refpeft, as ta 
infift on all Europeans lying upon their backs, while the water is poured 
kito their mouths, left they ffiould defile the veflel by the touch of either 
their hands or lips. Upon the whole, though the method of travelling 
in India is not a little inconvenient to ftrangers ; yet k muft be owned,, 
that the many ridiculous Ihifts they are neceflarily put to, and the fcveral 
laughable occurrences which happen upon fueh occafions, more than cora- 
penfate for the iofs of better accommodatkxns. 

After having pafled a very merry evening at this eholtre, every man be- 
took hUnfelf to his palanquin as a bed, while all our attendants flept around 
MS. And it muft be confefTed, that except when they have drank toa 
deeply of the fermented toddy., or ftupified their brain with bang and beete^ 
nut, thefe fellows are very vigilant, and will wake with the lead noife or 
difturbance. Next morning before fun-rife, we refumed our march, and' 
wcat on without any impediment till we got to another branch of the 

Cokroon, 
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Colerom^ which was fo much fwelled by the late rains, that for the prefent 
it was judged impaflable. We were now within little more than gun-fhot 
of Chilambaram, and therefore were very unwilling to turn back, after 
having taken fo much pains, Our Harcar prefcntly relieved us from our 
anxiety, by afluring us, that we (hould be able to ford the ftream in Icfs 
than two hours, for be well knew that the tide had a grent influence on 
this river, and he added, that it was now on the ebb. Tiiis intelligence 
gave us all great pleafure ; therefore we made no difficulty of purring into 
the next choltre, and there with great content we fat down to breakfaffi 
During our flay at this cheltre^ we had leifure to examine the leveral 
travellers, who had pofleflion of it before our arrival. They chiefly con- 
fided of thofe remarkable pilgrims, who come from the kingdom of Bengal, 
and carry about with them vcflels filled with the water of the Ganges, which 
is faid to have been confecrated by the ancient Brachnans, and at this 
time is fuppofed to perform many miraculous cures. "What truth there is 
in it, I cannot pretend to fay •, but this is certain, that almoft the whole 
life of thefe poor creatures is fpent in this kind of pilgrimage, and there 
are many families in Bengal, whofe foie dependence is the carrying about 
this facred water to the feveral Brahmins in the fouthern parr of India, who 
again difpofe of it among their refpeitive difciplcs. It is a common faying, 
that there are cheats in all profeffions •, and for foffie time we had reafon 
to fufpeft it here. For upon our offering a large fum of money for 
one of their vcffels, a certain old woman in the company began to liftcn 
to the propolal, and looked rather with a wifliful eye upon the gold which 
we held in our hands. On this a general clamour and uproar arofe among 
the reft, whieh had fuch an effetff upon the old woman, that, whatever 
her intention might have been, Ihe burtl into a flood of tears, which put 
an end to our offering her any farther temptation. 



In about two hours we plainly perceived that the ebb was made ; and 
foeing at the fame time an herdfman with a drove of cattle paffmg over, 
we were induced to try the fame experiment, and fucceeded in it without 
any difficulty. 

We had no fooner got into the town of Chilamharam, but Mr. Carnae 
fat down on the bank of the river, and wrote a letter to Monf. Ville Nove 
the commandant, refiding at this famous pagoda, acquainting him with 
Mr. Watfon'i arrival, and that the whole party were defirous of making 
him a vifit. To which he immediately returned an anfwcr, that “ We did 
him a great deal of honour, and hoped that we would come in fans cere- 
monk” Monf. Ville Nove was only a lieutenant in the French fervice, but 
a very genieel, well bred man. He entertained us with all the politenefs 
of his country. After dinner we drank their Britannic and Mojl Cbrijiiau 
Majefty’s health’s, good fuccefs to each of our Eaji India companies affairs ; 
and the ladies at Madrafs and Pondicherry. Our ftay here was not above 
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*755- hours, rather too lliort to make any remarks upon the place j but what 

— V— ' I remember I will briefly fet down. 

Chilambaram Pagoda is one of the largeft in all India. It was once in 
the poflclTion of the Englijh., who neglecfling it too much, entrufted the 
defence of it to only a Icrjeant and twelve men. The French taking 
advantage of this, made a hidden attack upon ir, and took it with great 
cafe. Its walls and gateways are ftrong and well-built. On the third 
inner wall are four llibflantial towers, curioufly wrought with figures of 
gods and prgeds, and very much refembling the welt end of our cathedrals. 
In the middle court or Iquare is a very large tank of water, v/hich is com- 
mon in tliis country, and is ufed for bodily purification. It has a great 
number of little pagodas or chapels round it. The paintings are but 
jndifierent, and con/iil of ihange prepoflrerous figures. Towards the upper 
end, there is a dark repoCitory, where they keep their Swamme, that is 
their chief god. The French indulge the Indians with full liberty of com- 
ing hither to perform the duties of their religion, and never in the haft 
interrupt them. This indulgence, by the bye, brings in no fmall gain to 
the craftsmen ; for as this place is a kind of Mecca., where all perfons 
arc obliged once in their lives to come and pay their devotions, fo the pil- 
grims are always making the French confiderable prefen ts for granting them 
this toleration. However, the prefent grand remains of the pagoda at Cbil- 
ambaram., are very well worth a traveller’s obfervation, as they convey to 
the mind a very clear and diftinft idea of its former magnificence.^’ 

Noi many weeks after Mr. Watforfs return from his excurfion to Chilam- 
baram., he had the fatisfadtion to receive his majefty’s commilfion, promoting 
him to the rank of Rear-admiral of the Red, and he accordingly hoifted the 
red flag at the mizen-top-maft head : and at the fame time Mr. Pocock (to 
the very great pleafure of the admiral, and of every other gentleman of 
the fquadron) hoifted the white flag on the fame maft-head on board the 
Cumberland. The promotion of thefe two gallant officers gave great 
fatisfadlion not only to the officers in the marine department, but to thofe 
of the king’s troops, and the company’s land forces, to all of whom our 
two admirals had carried thenvfelves with fo much affability and policenefs, 
that they ftood very high in their afieflion and efteem. Such an harmony 
and good underftanding prevailed among the feveral branches of military 
gentlemen in this part of the world, as promifed the fureft hopes of fuccefs, 
ffiould an opportunity offer of attacking the enemy. 

Whilft our fquadron lay at Fort St. David, Mahomed-Ally, Nabob of 
Arcoi (in whofe intereft we were engaged) arrived in that neighbourhood. 
As foon as he drew near the boundaries. Colonel Adlercron, with a captain’s 
guard, immediately waited upon him j as did the fame day Mr. Starke, 
the deputy governor of St. David, and his whole council. The next 
ippjCning the admirals IVatfon and Pocock, with the feveral captains, lieu- 
tenants. 
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tenants, and midfhipmen of the fquadron, made him a vifit; Admiral 1755. 
Watfon having firft given him notice of their intention, and the Nabob in > ^ — * 
return fending word that he was ready to receive them. The ceremonial 
obferved upon this occafion, was, the admirals, captains, and lieutenants 
were carried in palanquins two and two a-brcaft. The number of rnidlliip- 
men indeed was fo great, that no palanquins could be got for them ■, they 
therefore walked on foot, four and four a-breaft, at the head of the palan- 
quins^ dreded in their uniforms, and with their fwords. The admiral’s 
fecretary, chaplain, and a few other ftaff officcrs of the fquadron, clofed 
the procefl'ion. At their coming within a fmall diftance of the Nahob'% 
camp, they were met by his captain-general, who was fent out in compli- 
ment to the admiral, and who prefently conducted him to the Nabob's tent ; 
at the entrance of which he flood, and reqeivcd Mr. Watjon with great 
politenefs, embracing him at the fame time in his arms. The admiral 
immediately prefented to him his brother officer Mr. Pocock, and after him, 
the captains, lieutenants, and midlhipmen, acquainting the Nabob, as he 
received them feveralJy to his embraces, in what charaiflers they flood. 

When this firft ceremony was over, the Nabob ftiewed them the feveral 
apartments of his tent. He placed Admiral Watfon on a wool-pack, 
which made his feat fomewhat more raifed than the reft. At Mr. Watfon's 
left hand Mr. Pocock was feated •, and to the left of him the captains, lieu- 
tenants, On the admiral’s right hand, the Nabob placed himfelf, and 

next him were ranged in order the feveral officers of his court. 

The Nabob was between thirty and forty years of age, and of a middle 
ilature. His complexion was much lighter than that of the common 
Indian. His drefs was entirely white, and confifted of a long robe or veft- 
ment which reached down to his heels. His turban was alio white, and 
quite plain. In fhort, he had no other mark of diftindion about him, but 
that of a truly majeftic countenance, tempered with a great deal of plca- 
fantnefs and good-nature. The admiral (by means of an interpreter) con- 
gratulated the Nabob on his feeing him in fuch good health, and allured him 
that he was particularly happy in having this opportunity of paying him 
perfonally thofe marks of friendfhip and elleem which he had long enter- 
tained for him, on account of his excellent charader. To this compliment 
of the admiral’s, the Nabob made a very handfome reply. Mr. Watfn after- 
wards rejoined, that “ he was extremely concerned for the calamities which 
the Nabob's country had experienced in the late war; but he hoped better 
times were now coming on, which would more than compenfate for all paft 
misfortunes.” The Nabob in the eailern ftile replied, “ It is true, fir, that I 
have fuffered much, but the remembrance of thofe troubles is no more ; 
the heavens have made me ample amends for all thofe misfortunes in the 
honour I receive from your vifit.” Mr. Watfon, with a heart full of honefty, 
and with a countenance which fpokc the fincerity of his foul, affured him, that 
“ the thing he moft paflionately wifhed for, was an occafion to do him 
fcrvice; and that it was principally for this purpofe, the king his roafter 
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•1755* had lent him with Kis fqtfadron into the Indian Teas.” The NS^ appeared 
‘ greatly pleafcd with the franknels of this declaration, and immediately 
turning to the feveral officers of his court, he reflated to them the admi- 
ral’s words, and they too, upon hearing them, did not fail to participate 
in the joy of their mafter. 

The Naboh, upon this occafion, ordered a rich perfume of what is called 
the Otta of lofes to be broug/it to him, a few drops of which, he put into 
his hand, and having himlelt opened the boibni of Mr. lVatfon'% fhirt, he 
rubbed the fame over the admiral’s bread. This w'as intended as the 
highelt honour he could confer upon him. He afterwards did the fame to 
Admiral ; and \\\% Btikhjhi, or treafurer, performed the like ceremony 

on all the other officers : Beetel-nut and chunam were then moft plentifully 
diftributed, and fhowers of rofe-water fell upon all. Mahomed-Ally then 
Iblicited Mr. fVatfon to give him leave to make him a prefenr, which the 
latter nobly declined, repeating to him, that “ the king of Great Britain 
had fent him thither to do the Nabob I'ervice, and to fecure to him his 
country from the attacks of all his enemies ; which commiffion he would 
always execute with fidelity, bur could never think of diftreffing him by 
accepting prefents, which he very well knew- in the prefent circumftances 
of things could be but ill fpared.” He concluded, with “ defiring him 
always to look upon him as his fincere weli-wiffier, who would be glad to 
Ihew him thofe real marks of friendfhip which his king and countrymen 
had for him, and of the attention which they paid to his interefts.” 
The Nabob appeared extremely I'urprized at this uncommon ftrain of 
generofity in the admiral, though at the fame time he could not be dif- 
pieafed with it. They parted foon after, exchanging a more familiar embrace, 
than what they had given each other at their firft meeting. Mr. Watjon 
returned to the fort with his whole company, which confilled of about an 
hundred perfons, and all had the honour of dining with him. 

The day following. Captain Hajlup., a brave and experienced officer, and 
commandant of his majefty’s artillery, waited upon the Nabobs accompanied 
with almoft all the other officers in that department. And they all met with a 
mod: gracious reception. The Nabob foon returned tbefe feveral complimei^ 
tary vifits, paying them in the order his own judgment bed direded him*, 
viz. to the admirals, colonel, governor, and commanding officer of the 
train. 

In the vifit which he made to the two admirals, he came from his camp 
to within a fmall diftance of the fort, feated on the back of an elephant. 
He was accompanied by two moft beautiful boys, his fons, who rode 
on the fame animal, and whom he afterwards introduced to the admirals. 
Nine other Elephants were loaded with his grandees., domeftics, and band 
of mufic. His train confided of ten or twelve camels, befides three or 
four hundred horfes, five or fix thoufand Sepoys, and perhaps ten thoufand 
7 Cooleys 
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cookys and fpeftators. As foon as he came near the fort, he alighted 1755. 
from his elephant, and then got into his palanquin^ which was the richeft 
I ever faw ; the Pinjeree, bed and cufhions, being embroidered and inlaid 
with gold. The admirals met him at the entrance of the fort, and as 
they were now well acquainted, they familiarly embraced him, and led him 
up the ftairs into the great room defigned for his reception ; where he was 
placed between them on a feat, covered with crimfon-velvet culhions, 
t'mbroidered with gold. One very remarkable circurnftance happened 
on this occafion ; Mr. Cobbe, at the admiral’s rcqiieft, had put on his 
canonical drefs, and the N^,bob perceiving that he was uncommonly 
attired, fcemed very dcfirous of knowing who he was. Upon being 

informed that he was the admiral’s chaplain, he made him a fecond 
falaam, and defired much that his own Faquier * might be introduced 
to him i who entered prefently afterwards, quite in the apoftolic habit. 

He had a kind of white cloth that went round his loins, and another of a 
coarfer fort flung carelefsly over one Ihoulder. He had no turban, and liis 
hair was tied in a knot behind, while his beard hung down almoft to his 
middle. He wore a fort of I'andals on his feet, and loofe iron chains about 
his legs. But exclufive of his extraordinary habit and appearance, he had 
fomctliing very wild and flaring in his looks ; and indeed none are admitted 
into this particular order, without having manifefled Ibme degree of enthu- 
fiafm and madnefs. The two holy men congratulated each other on their 
Tefpeftive office, and then feated themfelves with the rcll of llie company. 

The Nabob was faluted by the guns of the fort •, and all the officers and 

troops of the garrifon were under arms upon the occafion. 'J'he fevcral 
fliips of the fquadron likevvife fired, upon a certain fignal being given 
to them from the fort. The Nabob attemively eyed theie laR, and feemed 
much pleafed with the view of them, though they lay at their anchors 
at the diflance of at lead three miles. Mr. IVatfon gave the Nabob an iavi- 
t.ation to go on board the fquadron, which lie at that time declined, 
by reafon (as we imagined) of the furf of the lea, which m general 
IS very rough here. He deiired however, that the curiofity of his generals 
and fome other of his grandees might be gratified with a nearer view of 
the fliips ; accordingly, attended by fome of our officers, they went on 
board immediately. While they were viliiing the Icvcral fliips of the 
fquadron, the Nabob took his leave of tlie admirals, and direded his 
courfe to the wacer-fide, where he had ordered his tents to be pitched, 
that he might the more conveniently dine -f there, and entertain himfelf 


* Faquier or Fakir in the Aralian tongue fignifie.s a mendicant monk. 'I'liis is a par- 
ticular prielHy order, of a mottifying call, who make a vow of' po erty, and live entirely 
on the charity of others. 

-j- The hdian cufloms differ fo much from our’s in regard to eating, that it was impof* 
Sble for the admiral to alk the Nabcb to dine with him. 

L vvith 
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with the fea profpect. After dinner he returned Colonel Adkrcron*% and 
■ the governor’s vifws, and the next day that of captain UoJIup. "When his 
gcneruls and other grandees returned from the fleet, they gave him fo pleaf- 
ing an account, that he refolved to go on board himfelf i and accordingly 
having fignified his dcfire to the admiral, the latter appointed the next 
morning for attending him to the Kent. 

The Nabob accordingly came, and pafled through the fwell in the boat, 
with thegreateft unconcern, and after he got on board, heard the fliip falute 
him without any furprizc or emotion at the noife. Admiral JVatfon Jed 
him by the hand to every part of the veflel. He was very inquifitive, 
and made many pertinent remarks on fo vaft, fo curious, and wonderful 
a machine-, but above all other things, the lower deck, battery, which 
confifted of 28 guns, carrying balls of 32 pounds, ftruck him with a(to- 
nilhmcnt : the admiral perceiving this, ordered the gunner to exercife a 
few of the cannon as in the time of an engagement. The Nabob appeared 
greatly pleafed with this, and the other different manoeuvres within the 
Ihip ; and afterwards retiring to the great cabbin, the admiral told him, he 
would now give him a- view of a man of war under fail, and accordingly 
threw out the ‘Tyger's fignal to chace to windward. Captain Latham., 
having had previous notice of the admiral’s intention, immediately flipped 
his cable, fee liis fails, and worked to windward ; and as he pafled the 
Kent's ftern, fainted the Nabob with his ednnon. This added greatly to 
the fatisfaftion he had before felt, and he exprefled himfelf thoroughly 
fcnfible of the honour that had been done him. After he had thus agree- 
ably fpent three or four hours on board the Kent, he moved for going 
afhore. Both the admirals accompanied him, and on his leaving the fhip, 
the whole fquadron fired together. The yards were manned at the fame 
time, and the failors gave three hearty cheers. This general acclamation 
gave the Nabob a particular plcafure, and he ordered the interpreter to 
tell the admiral it was “ truly war-like.” The admirals waited upon the 
Nabob to his tent, where they parted, after exchanging reciprocal profeflions 
of friendfhip and tftcem for each other *. 

Upon the admirals being iirfl: introduced to the Nabob, they were by 
fome perfons given to underftand, that it would be expedted they fliould fend 
in prefents, and pull off their fhoes at entering his tent. Both thefe are ftriiftly 
and truly the cuftoms ofthe Eaft, and from the earlieft ages have prevailed 
among the oriental nations ; and the Indians always infift upon them •, but as 
Mr. Watjon reprefented his Brittannic majefty, neither of thefe humiliating 
ceremonies was fubmitted to by him or bis company. The prefent made 
upon thefe complimentary occafions is a mere trifle, for an orange or lemon 
never fails to gain admittance. Two or three Indian gentlemen coming 
one day on board the Kent, they, agreeable to this cuftom, prefented every 


* Soon after the exchange of thefe vifits, the author wrote an account of them to a friend 
in England ; an imperfed copy of which foon appeared in one of the monthly magazines. 
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officer on the quarter-deck '«yith a lime, before they prefumed to look into 
any of the cabbins or apartments of the (hip. But when they approach 
a great perfon for a favour, it is ufual to bring prefents of the richeft and 
inoft valuable things of the country : thus the Magi who came from the 
eaft to vifit our Saviour^ it is faid “ opened their treafures and prefented to 
“ him gifts, gold and frankincenfe and myrrh.” As for the other cuftom, 
the pulling off the (hoes very much prevails now throughout the eaft, 
more particularly when the Mahometans enter their Mofques^ and the 
Gentoos their Pagodas. Probably they derived this cuftom from the divine 
command given unto Mofes in the 3d chapter of the book of Exodus : 
“ Put off thy (hoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou (landed 
“ is holy ground.” Let me add, that in this country we fee as many 
flippers and fandals at the doors of a Pagoda., as we do hats hanging up 
in our churches : and your Indian fervants never even enter your room with 
their (hoes on, if they have a mind to (hew majier any refped:. 

There dill remains another cuftom which comes properly to be noticed 
here, and which is very common in this country, the fending for a fet of 
women, who are called dancing girls, upon every joyful occafion. We 
engaged a fet of them upon the day the Nabob returned Mr. Watfon\ 
viflt. I could not fee any thing in their performance worthy of notice. 
Their movements are more like tumbling, or fliewing poftures, than dancing. 
Their drefs is thin and light, and their hair, necks, ears, arms, wrifts, 
fingers, legs, feet, and even the toes are covered with rings of gold and filver, 
made afteraclumfy manner. They wear two rings in their nofes, and by their 
daring looks and odd gefticulations, you would rather fufpeft them to be 
mad-women than morris-dancers. The band of mufic that attends them is 
not Icfs Angular in its way : it is chiefly compofed of three or four men, who 
hold two pieces of bell-metal in their hands, with which they make an incef- 
fant noile ; another man beats what he is pleafed to call a drum ; and that 
they may not want vocal mufic to complete the band, there are always two 
others appointed to fing. Thefe laft generally lay in their mouths a good 
loading of beetel-nut before they begin, which after having been well- 
chewed, tinges the faliva with fuch a rednefs, that a ftranger would judge 
them to bleed at the mouth by too violent an exertion of their voice. 
Thefe gentry are called licky-'Ta'w boys, from the two words TickyTaw which 
they continually repeat, and which they chant with great vehemence. 

The dancing girls are fometimes tpadc u(e of in their religious ceremonies 
as when the priefts bring forth the images of their gods into the open fields 
on a car ornamented with lafeivious figures, thefe girls dance before the images 
amidft a great crowd of people ; * and having been felected for their fuperior 
beauty, are very profitable to their mailers the priells, who are faid to 


* “ And Da^id danced before the Lord with all his might, and was girded with a linnen 
ephod ; fo Da^id and all the houfe of J/rael brought up the ark of the Lord with fhouting, 
^ and with the found of the trumpet/’ 2 Sam, vi. 14. 
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*755"^ proftitutc them to all comers. They will tell you indeed that'^^Heit ^od 
firft debauched them upon account of their bcawty, and that 'tt^ef after 
they muft remain facred to the ebarch. 

During our ftay this time at Fort St. David', a rery melanchoJy accident 
liappentd to fome of our people, for the Kent's boat in trying'fff get over 
the bar, was overfet by the violence of the wind and furf, add a young 
gentleman who was a midfhipman and relation of Admiral PococFs, the mafter- 
carpenter, captain’s clerk, and two other men^ were unfortunately drowned. 
'This misfortune was entirely owing to their making ufe of their own boar, 
inflead of the common bar-boat, which is much better calculated for this 
particular purpofe. 

I (hall finilh this chapter with a Ihort account of the caufe and violent 
* effects of the land-wind, which in the fouthern parts of India blows for 
two or three hours in the morning with an heat that is almqft intoler-ablc. 
As to -the caufe, we may fpare ourfelves the pains of enquiry, if we only 
look on a map of the continent of India, and obferve, what a vaft traCl 
of land this wind comes over, fome hundred miles of which are fand, 
which neceflarily muft give the wind every burning qualify long before 
it reaches the Coromandel coaft. That this is the grand caufe of this 
common phoenomenon, is very manifeft v/henever a fhower of rain falls 
at the time this land-wind prevails -, for if the wind in its way towards you, 
chances to pafs through the Ihower, you are hire to find the air agreeably 
cool, even though the day be ever fo clear, and the fun ftiines in its meri- 
dian luftre j whereas they who live only at the diftance of a few miles 
from you, but out of the direCl line where the fliower pafted, lhall at the 
fame time be fainting under the ufual exceffive heat. Very many and 
great inconveniencies arife from thefe winds. It is affirmed with confidence, 
that they will fnap glafs, if too much expofed to them. I have feen them 
ftrip off the fineering from a cheft of drawers, and they will certainly crack 
and chap almoft every wood that is not well feafoned. Another great 
inconvenience aidfing from thefe land-winds, is the whirling of the fand 
in one’s eyes : the air is fo full of fand, that there appears a perpetual 
hazinefs the whole day juft above the horizon. And when thefe winds 
blow with more than ordinary violence, great quantities of fand may be 
fwept from the decks of the fliips riding in the road, though near three 
miles from the land. This abundantly convinced me of the truth of that 
furprizing circumftance mentioned b|r the ancient hiftorians, of whole 
armies being buried under the mountains of fand, which are fometimes 
railed by thefe winds *. - 

I 

f 

But befides the inconveniencies I have already mentioned, thefe land- 
winds have another quality which deferves particular notice j and that 

♦ Ad Ammonis nobiliffimum templum expugnandum, exercitum mlttit j qui tciupellatibiM 
& arenarum molibus opprefTus, inicriit. Justini, lib. i. cap. ix. 
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Is, the baneful clFefk they have on any perfon they blow upon, while 1755. 
he is fleeping. The confequence of this is always dangerous, as it fcldom ‘ 
fails to bring on a fit of the Barbiers -f (as it is called in this country), 
that is, a total deprivation of the ufe of the limbs, which the patient never 
gets the better of till he returns to England, or is braced up by fome 
other cliaiite. V The method our gentlemen make pfe of to cool their 
liquors, is tw wrap a wet cloth round the bottle, and fet it in the land-wind. 

And what is very remarkable, it will cool much fooner by being expofed 
thus to this burning wind, than if you take the fame method, and fee it 
in the cold fca-breeze. 


•|r See Dr. treatife on the direafeis incideiual to Eurefeans in hot- coantrie«. 
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CHAP. vir. 

^he fqmdrbn leaves Fort St. David, and comes to an anchor in Ma 4 ||i^ road.-^ 
Sails again for Bombay. — *!tbe Jhips proceed againfi Gen?d\t-^Kii(count of 
the attack and furrender of that fortrefs ; and of the cannon, Jhfes, monies, 
and valuable effctls found there.— Admiral Watfon pays a vij^f to Angria’j 
wives and children. — His humanity towards them. . — Lift ef Europeans 
redeemed from Jlavery. — Defcription of a Mahomedan Talifman found in 
AngriaV houfe. 

1755. TN the morning of the 19th oi Auguft iJSSi once more took our leave 
X of Fort St. David, and the fame evening came to an anchor with the 
whole fquadron in Madrafs road *. At the fame time, Commodore James in 
the Protestor, who commanded the company’s marine force in India, and had 
come round to this coaft after his expedition and fuccefs SigfxnWAngria-]-, (com- 
monly called the Pirate,) failed for Bombay. It being the time of the contrary 
monfoon, he proceeded by the fouthern pajfage which he himfelf had happily 
explored the year before, and accompliflied in forty days, although obliged 
to crofs the equino 61 :ial line, and to advance as far as 10° 30' fouth latitude, 
for the advantage of having theS. E. trade-wind frefla and certain to run to 
the weftward. This difcovery is of important and general benefit to navi- 
gation, Mr. James having proved the pafTage to be, in the height of the con- 
trary monlbon, very pradlicablc, and not long •, as it may be performed in 
little more than one of the fix months that the contrary monfoons blow on 
the Malabar coaft, and which till now had rendered the communication by 
fea between the prefidencie.s on the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel almolt 
imprafticable till the change. But befides its great importance to navigation, 
the difcovery is of eflTential fervice to the company ; for fhould Bojnbay be 

“In working UYi^rovi\FortSt. Da%t'uIx.oMadra/s, if during the N.E. monfoon, the moft certain 
and expeditious method is to ftretch about zo leagues to fea before you Hand in for the land, 

I know an inflance of two fhips of war failing together from Fort St, David, one of which 
never ilood farther than about 6 or y leagues from the land, and was 14 days in her pafTage 
Xo Madrafs \ but the other, by the forementioned method, performed it in 4 days. So in 
working to windward on this coaft in the S. W. monfoon, Ihips fhould be clofc in with the 
land about fix o’clock in the evening to make advantage of the land-wind ; and fliould be well 
olF Ihore between 1 1 and \ z o’clock at noon, to make a good ftretch in with the fea breeze.” 

Eji trail of minutes made by Captain R’lclmrd K-ing, an ojfccr n.cbom 1 Jhall have frequent 
oceafion to mention* 

f In the month of April this gallant officer with a very fmall force reduced fix of 
JngrU\ forts, and took or deftroyed fifteen armed veffels in their harbours. One of thefe forts, 
EeverndroG^y was the ftrongeft Angria had, Geriah excepted, and covered his bell port for Ihclter** 
ing his ihips to the northward ot Geriah, and was that which gave independency to hi.s ancef- 
tors. Its vicinity alfo 10 Bombay his cruizers an opportu'iiity of being with impunity very 
troublefome to the Englfh, as there they always had an afylum of retreat, efteemed impreg- 
nable. See a particular account of tk( Commodore'/ conduit and courage in this expedition, in Onne’s 
hiftory of India, 
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attacked by an enemy, though our fquadron was on the other coaft, we can 1755. 
by this padage proceed at any time to its relief. 

We Jay ztMadrafs till the lOth of Offober., when wealfo failed for Bombay, 
to avoid the tetppeft which was to beexpefted on the change of the monloon, 
and to refit our ihips. We arrived at Bombay the nth of November, and 
found there Lieutenant-colonel Robert dive, who had lately landed on the 
ifland with three companies of the king’s artillery from England. He was fent 
out with a defign of ading in conjundion with the Maharattas, againft tlie 
French in the Carnatic and Deccan-, but finding that a truce had been agreed 
upon with that nation, and perhaps partly excited by Mr. James's late 
fuccefs, it was judged proper by Admiral Wat Jon, Mr. Bourchier Gover- 
nor of Bombay, Colonel Clive, &c. that the fea and land forces united 
with the Maharattas (hould attempt the deftroying Angria's piratical ftate, 
which was become exceedingly formidable, troublefome, and dangerous, 
not only to the Maharattas, who were his neighbours, but alfo to our 
Eajl India company, and the whole Malabar coaft. The admiral imme- 
diately informed Mr. Bourchier, that his majefty’s ftiips which he had 
the honour to command, were in readinefs to proceed on the intended 
expedition, and that the fooner they entered on the bufinefs the better •, as 
the careening and refitting the fquadron would be a work of time, and 
more proper to be done after, than before, fuch an undertaking. But the 
governor not having been able to fettle every thing relative to the co- 
operation of the Maharatta forces, and thofe of the Eajt India company •, or 
the government of the fortrefs in cafe it fhould be taken ; he fent Mr. Watfon 
word, that all thefe preliminaries ought to be adjufted before the expedition 
took place, left any difpute might arife afterwards ; and that from the prefent 
complexion of our allies, he apprehended the fettling tliefc matters would 
take up fome time. 

Upon receiving this intelligence, the admiral thought fit to alter his firft 
plan, and accordingly ordered the whole fquadron to fail into the harbour 
to careen. But while the careening work was going forwards, the admiral 
thought proper to difpatch Commodore James with three of the companies 
fhips to look into Geriah, and reconnoitre the harbour and fortifications i 
this gentleman’s diligence and fuccefs in the affair cannot better be exprelled 
than in his own words, in a letter he fent to the admiral the day of his 
return from Geriah. 

To Charles Watfon Efq; Rear-admiral of the Red fquadron of his majejiy's 
fleet, and commander in chief of all his majefty's /hips and vejfels in the 
Eaft Indies, and of the marine force of the Eaft India company. 

SIR, 

I Have the honour to inform you, that I arrived off Geriah, with the 
Proteblor, Revenge, and Guardian under my command, on the morning 
of the 14th inftantj where I faw the enemies fleet, confifting of 3 threc-rhaft 
I grabs, 
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•1755. grabs, 8 ketches and 12 or 14 galHvats in the harbour, rigged and their 
— ^ils bent, with one three-maft grab having oniy her lower j itecdi 
— I ftood into feven fathom water, when I think I was within point, olank 
fhot of the fort, but they did not fire at us. — I was excccdih^y fin^iiikid 
at finding the place fo widely different from what I had heard it reprc** 
fented : I affure you, Sir, it is not to be called high, nor in . py opinion 
ftrong; it is indeed a large mafs of buildings, and 1 believe the walls may* 
be thick, but that part of the works which fell under my obfervation, and 
which was three quarters of their circumference, is quite irregular,. with round 
towers and long curtains in the eaftern manner, ahd which difeovered only 
thirty-two embrafures below, and fifteen above. On the weft fide of the 
harbour is a fine flat table land oppofitc the fort, and I think within 
gun Ihot, but I am fure within diftance for bombarding, and from whence 
a very good diverfion might be made, while the principal attack is carried' 
on by the fbips, and from a hill to the fouthward of tlie fort. The hill is* 
very near to, and full as high as the fort, for when we were at a confiderablc 
diftance it hid all the fort except the top of one houfe and the flag*ftafF:. 
it is alfo very plain from our depth of water, that the fhips can go near 
enough for battering, and confequently for throwing fhells. There are 
alfo three fandy bays under this hill, without any flirf to render the land-, 
ing difficult ; the firft two are rather too near the fort, but the third is 
out of their line of fire — The water is deep enough for the fliips to cover thig 
defeent, and the hill fo acceffible as to make the getting up of cannon, 
quite eafy afterwards. There is a Very large town betwixt the fort and this 
hill, the houfes of which are covered with Cajans, and which the inhabitants 
will undoubtedly abandon and deftroy upon our landing, and then fly to the 
fort as at my attack of Severndroog-, in which cafe, great numbers muft be 
killed by the Ihells, the place being fo crowded and populous that they cannot 
fall amifs, and many upper buildings muft of courfe be knocked dowp which 
will occafion great diforder and confufion. — They fent out no boats while 
I was off the pLice, .and fo deceive them, I cauled all the fails to be furled 
a Iktle before dark, and made the fignal to anchor; after which I ran 
out of fight in the night, fo that they are ignorant whether I proceeded 
to the northward or fouthward. — Several of the Gallivats had blue, or green,' 
and 'white pendants like tlie Poriuguefe at their maft heads, and one of 
them had a white flag with a red crols in the middle, which they hauled 
down when I drew Mr . — Nothing remarkable has happened in this cruife; 
the Maharatta fleet was at Scvcrr.droog on my going down and . coming 

up. 1 ftiall be happy to wait upon you to relate farther particulars, 

and have the honour to be, . * 

Sir, 

Your moft huml^e 

and obedient fervant, 

W. JAMES. 

Protestor, ofF Roinbzy, 

21 Dec. 1755. - • 

r . . i.. , About • 
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About ten days after Mr. Jamet's return, it being rumour’d that Angria, 
' alarm’d at the great preparations to attack him, had in a fit of defpondency 
refolved to invite the Portugueze to take pofleffion of Geriab, and to hoi ft 
the flag of that nation in the fortrefs, the admiral fent alfo his own firft 
lieutenant. Sir William Hewet Baronet, and who was a good draughtfman, 
in the Revenge frigate before Geriah^ to obferve whether any alteration had 
taken place there, and with orders to afeertain as near as poflible the exadl 
Jlate of the harbour and the fort. Tullagee Angria^ on feeing the Revenge 
come to an anchor in the very mouth of his harbour, and her boat found- 
ing all round it, gave orders to the commanders of his grabs and gallivats, 
fome of which he filled with combuftible matter, to pufti out, and burn 
Sir William Hewet's velTel, to punilh him (as he termed it) for his in- 
folence. His intentions however were entirely fruftrated by Sir William's 
judicious and fpeedy manner of executing the bufinefs he was fent upon. 

The heaying down and refitting the feveral fliips of the fquadron, 
engaged all our attention for fome time, and this important affair was 
attended with many unforefeen difficulties : for on our endeavouring to 
heave down the KenG her careening tackle broke, fo that flie righted fiid- 
denly before flie was keel out. In a few days afterwards wc made the 
fame experiment again, but then her main-maft gave way. This was 
attended with great concern and vexation, and fuch as would have been 
without refource, had there not been another ftick in the company’s marine 
yard, which, after a whole month’s inceffant labour upon it, furniffied us 
with another tnain-maft. The Cumberland had been fo very leaky for a 
long time, it was judged expedient to bring her on the fhore, to fearch out 
and repair the defe6l. This was accordingly attempted the firft fpring-tide, 
but as (he could not be made to heel fufficiently at that time, (he was 
brought off again the next tide, and foon after happily hove down by the 
Kent. The defedt, which had been fo long complained of, proved to be in 
her garboard ftrake, and was effeftually repaired with much lefs trouble tlian 
was at firft apprehended. The admiral, anxious to have all his fliips ready 
for the fea, and apprehenfive that another accident might happen fliould 
he attempt again to heave down the Kent, by the advice of the proper 
officers, ordered her to be brought to heel on the mud, and there her 
bottom was cleaned to within a few ftrakes of the keel. 1 he ‘lygir and 
Salijbury hove down by each other without the lead accident, and the Bridge- 
loater and King's fijher floop went into the company’s dock. 

All things being at laft in readinefs for putting to f a ; a council was 
held, at Mr. Watfon's particular defire, between the fea and land officers, 
both of his majelty’s forces, and thofe of the Eajl India company, with a 
view of ohviatiiig any difficulties that might arife in regard to the proper 
diftribution o; prize-money, fliould the intended expedition be crowned 
with fuccefs. It v/as fettled at this council, that Admiral JVa fon, as com- 
mander in chief of the king’s fquadron, fliould have two thirds of one 
^ghth of the whole; and Rear-admiral one third of one eighth. 

M Lieutenant- 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Clive and Major Chambers were to (hare equally with 
the captains of the king’s Ihips. The captains of the company’s Ihips, 
and armed veflels, and captains of the army, were to have an equal fhare 
with the lieutenants of the men of war. I'he fubaltern officers of the army, 
and lieutenants of the company’s armed (hips and veflels, were to have the 
fame diftribution as the warrant-officers of the navy, 

Thefe articles however had fcarccly been agreed upon in council, before 
Colonel Clive, who commanded in chief on ffiore, paid a vifit to Mr. Watfon, 
and acquainted him, that the army was not fatisfied with the terms on 
which he, as their commander in chief, was tofliare-, and that to make 
thofe gentlemen eafy, who were to ferve under him, he found himfelf 
under the difagrecable neceflity of remonftrating, and requiring that, as 
commander of the army, he might be entitled to a more honourable di- 
vifion. The argument the gentlemen of the army went upon, was, that 
tho’ Mr. Clive, by virtue of the commiffion he bore in common of lieutenant- 
colonel, could claim but an equal ftiare with a captain in the navy •, yet on 
this occafion, being commander in chief of the army, he ought certainly 
to be particularly diflinguiffied, and be admitted, at leaft, to fhare with 
Mr. Pocock, the fecond fea-officer, who was a Rear admiral. Mr. PFatfon 
replied, that it was impoflible for him to make any alterations in the 
articles agreed upon in council •, neither indeed would his doing it be at 
all confiftent either with cuftom, or the difl'erent ranks which Admiral 
Pocock and Colonel C/t'-ue bore in the refpedtive fervices : tie told the colonel 
however, that to fatisfy the wiflies of the army, which in the prefent fitua*- 
tion of affairs, he deemed to be a point of the utmofl confequence, he 
would give fecurity under his own hand,, to make good the deficiency, out 
of any monies he himfelf might be entitled to, fo as to make the fhare of the 
commander in chief of the army and that of Mr. Pocock exaftly alike. 
ITe colonel, fenfibly ftruck with Mr. Watfon'% difintereftednefs, anfwered, 
that provided his officers were fatisfied with the propofal, he for his own 
part fhould come into it with great chearfulnefs. He accordingly took the 
firfl: opportunity of making thofe gentlemen acquainted with the admiral’s de- 
claration, who were fo much plcafed therewith, that from that moment all dif- 
content ceafed, and the expedition went on with the greatefl unanimity 

The troops, confifting of about 700 Europeans, 300 7 " opajfes, and 300* 
Sepoys, being put on board the king’s, and company’s fhips, the whole 

* After the redudion of Gisriah, and the money taken there had been diftributed according 
to the articles agreed upon in council, it was found that a confiderable fum, a thoufand 
pounds at leall, was due from Admiral Wat/on to Colonel Cliu.e upon this account. The 
admiral prefently fent this fum with his compliments to the colonel; who returned it in the 
moll polite manner, acquainting the admiral at the fame time, that altho* for the good of 
the fervice, he had found it neceffary to appear to accept of the terms he had fo gene- 
roiiily offered him, yet as the money could not come to him but out of the admiral’s private 
purfe, he had always determined with himfelf, and now an opportunity offered for him to de- 
clare, that he could not, and would not accept of it by any means. Thus did thefe two gallant 
officers endeavour to outvie each other in mutual proofs of difintcrellednefs and generofity. 

4 fleet 
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fleet failed from ’Bombay February 7th 1756, and came to an anchor in 175^. 
Geriab road on the iith following. We found cruizing off the place. Cap- — 'T— 
tain Martin with his majefty’s (hip the Bridgewater, and King’s-fijher floopj 
and the ProteSor and two 20 gun Ihips belonging to the company, which 
the admiral had difpatched in January to block up the port. The Maha- 
ratta fleet were alfo here, confifting of 3 or 4 grabs, and 40 or 50 of their 
fmaller veflels, or gallivats. They lay to the northward of Ceriab, in a 
creek called Rajapore, the fmall fort of which, they had taken from Angria 
juft before our arrival. This fleet was commanded by Nari-Punt. 

The Maharattas had alfo affembled an army, confifting of about 5 or 
6000 horfe, and the fame number of foot, who were under the command 
of Ramajee-Punt, another of their general-ofiicers : this laft came on 
board the Kent to pay his refpefts to Admiral Watjon fome guns were 
fired on the occafion ; and the admiral, to do him the greater honour, con- 
duced him in perfon to the feveral parts of the Ihip, but at the fight of 
its batteries he appeared greatly aftonifhed. 

The very fame day we arrived before Geriab, the admiral fummoned the 
fort to furrender. He received for anfwer, “ That tlie garrifon were well 
apprized of the force he brought with him ; but if, agreeable to the fum- 
mons he had fent, he was refolved to be mafter of the fort, he muft take it 
by force, for they were refolved to defend themfelves to the laft extremity.” 

The next morning, however, feveral of Angria's relations, accompanied 
by fome officers of Ramajee- Punt's army, came on board, in order, as they 
pretended, to take a view of the fquadron ^ but their real bufinefs was to 
found the admiral in regard to his final determinations. They had before 
waited upon the Maharatta general on the fame errand. Mr. Watfon gave 
orders for their feeing the fhip, and afterwards told them to acquaint An- 
gria, that he once more demanded a furrender of the fort -, and that if he 
would give it up peaceably and with a good grace, before any hoftilitics 
commenced, he, his family and people miglit depend upon his proteftion. 

In -reply to this offer of the admiral, they earneftly intreated him to con- 
tinue with his fhips where they then lay, and promifed in a few days to 
return again to him with an anfwer. But the admiral, having been fiir- 
niftied with demonftrative proofs from the obfervations made by thofe who 
had reconnoitered the port, and by Commodore James's venturing to go 
one night in --the Protehor's barge fo far as to bring the flag-ftaft' to bear 
S. W. which is within the fort, where he found not lefs than three and 
a half fathom water, (fufficient depth for the large fhips to go in)-, he told 
them, he would not wait one moment, but on that very day, as foon as 
the fea-breeze would permit, he was determined to fail into the harbour, 
and there, and there only, would he treat. At the fame time he gave tliem 
his word, that unlcfs the fort fired firft on his fliips, while they were under 
fail, he would not commence hoftilities, nor before he had received an anfwer 
from Angria-, giving them to underltand however, that he fliotrld not wait 
a great while for this anfwer, and that at all events he was cleierminecl to 
make himfelf mafter of the place. And as an carneft of his fixed refolu- 
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between one and two o’clock ia 
anchor, and flood in with a iigijf: brecs^f^ 


liour. 
Smi/ih. * 


The out fide column waiSlec 
'The Bridgewater^ Captain 
fifting of xhtTyger^ Cz^x.d:\n Lathm^, ai^ Cj^p«^ 
Speke y Cumberland^ didmxvdX P$cock^ t^^^ Ci^tj^^ 

Captain Thomas Knowkr\ and 4|^ 

Captain Morgan, 2. of, ^4 

Bf which wife difpofition, ^ccor^ing to tlie orders f/wIiioJi th^ ^dnairal 
iffued, each line or battle fhip covered 4. boinb-lcetcb, and protected thCi 
column of fmaller vcflels from the fire of the enemy. The Dmh^ Warrm^ 
Triumph^ Viper ^ and Difpatch bomb-veffels, were under the cji^dioii p^ 
Captain Tovey^ of his m^efty’s train of Artillery ; and the Maharatta gak 
livats and other fmall veflels formed a third line out of gun-lhot. 


The engagement began about two, by the enemy firing on the 
JiJher\ which Ihe and the Revenge faon returned. In lefs than aquartfi* of 
an hour, being ftill under fail, the admiral made the general fignaf ta 
engage. Soon after that^ the Revenge anchored, as did alfo the and 
the other (hips of the fquadron. But the Tyger having done this,, 
the admiral’s perceiving her fignal, for he had ordered each fhip. to inidcer 
a fignal on her coming to anchor, the Kent fell on board her, carried 

* On the death of Captain M^hel in 1755, Admiral Watfon\ firft lieutenant, > 

rifon fucceeded to the command of the King*S'^Jher ; but on Mr. Ptjcod's hoifting his 
Captain Harrifon was appointed, to the command of the Cu?nberland under Admiral attf. 

Mr. Smithy then firll lieutenant of the Kfuf, fucceeded to the Kin£s~JiJher (loop. 

•f By Charles Watfon, Efq; Rear>admiral of the Red fquadron of his majefty’s fleet, and, 
commander in chief of all his majefty’s fhips and vefTels employed in the Eafl lndiis% and 
of the marine force of the united company of merchants trading to, and in thefe parts ^ 


“ YOU are hereby required and direfted to obferve the following form in failing iotp. tl>p 
harbour of Qtriah : 


King* s-jijhtr* 
Re<venge* 

Bombay Grab. 
Guardian, 

Drake Bomb-Jeetoh* 
IVarren ditto. 
Triumph ditto. 

Viper ditto. 

Difpatch ditto. 


Bridgewetter% 

^yg^r, 

Kenty 

Cumherlandy^ 

Salijhury, 

PrQHBoty 


Each fhip is required to keep as near as poflible, but to take care not to run on board one 
another; and when the fignal is made to anchor, each fhip is to repeat ft as far as. the Satif 
he floop, ana the (hips aftern of her, are to make fail up. thc.harJ>our, 

and do their utmofl endeavour to annoy the enemy, and to take, link, burn, or otherwife 
deftroy all their grabs and fmall Dated on board his majefly’s ' ftdp t)xtKenty ctf 

C#n^, 1756.'* ^ / 







[ 8s T 

her end, 4 nd broke her fpritfail yard. The two fF.ips how- 175^.- 

•vcr foon got cFealr of each other, arfd then the engagement began with 
vigor. After aft mceffintt fit'e had been kept bp ag.-iinlt the fort for about 
tedf ^ hour, thi stftrriral lent orders to the Revenue and Guardian to ccalb 
from firing, fOr hejpfcinfy perceived that their fliot fell fliort -, and at the fame 
time he gave the fignal' to riie Tyger and Salijhury to tiireft tlicir whole fire 
againft the nOrth-eatt baflion. Soon after rhis, a fhtll fortunately fet fire to* 
the Rejioration-grah^ which had formerly beeri taken by Angria from our 
Rafi /Wf» company; and fire driving among the reft of the enemy’s Drip- 
ping, which were laflhed together, fet them all in flames ; fo that in a few 
hours almoft the whole of Angria's fleet was deftroyed. The fire alfo was 
communicated to a large fhip lying on the fhore, and from her to feveral 
fmaller veflTels that were building and from thefe laft it was conveyed to 
the arfenal, ftcrehoufe, fuburbs, and city, and even to feveral parts of the 
fort, particularly to a fquare tower, where it continued burning all the 
night with fuch violence, that the ftone walls appeared like red-hot iron. 

About half after four in the afternoon, the admiral perceiving that the 
enemy’s guns were almoft filenccd, made the fignal for the fquadron alfo to 
leave off firing and taking the advantage of the tide, which was now at 
its height, he ordered the Ihips which had been thrown a little out of the line 
by the before- mentioned accident, to warp in nearer the fort into four fa- 
fihom water, clofe to Admiral Pocock in the Cumberland, who, contrary to 
the advice of his pilot, had, in ftanefing in, ventured as near as the (hips 
which drew much lefs water, and by a very judicious and officcr-like ma- 
noeuvre in bringing his (hip up by an anchor dropt from one of the gun-room 
ports, prevented her fwingingwith the flood-tide and fea-breeze which fet right 
in. In a(horttime after, the enemy having again brifkened their fire, the 
admiral made the proper fignal for the fquadron to do the lame. I'his had 
fuch an effeft, that at half pad fix the enemy’s fire was entirely filenccd;. 
which the admiral obferving, he again gave orders to ceafe from firing. 

At half after feven. Colonel Clive, with the troops under his cohi- 
mand, left the (hips, in order to land at the moft convenient place to the 
eaftward of the fort ; and at about a quarter after nine, the Colonel made 
two falle fires, to (hew that he was fafely landed, and that the troops 
which had been obferved on the hill were our Maharatta. allies. The 
hpmb-vejfels continued throwing (hells into the fort till day-lig'it, when 
the admiral ordered all the line of battle flups to w.’.rp in as dole as 
poffible, that they might be ready to batter in breach as foon as he 
fhould throw out the fignal ; and in that cafe he commanded them to 
make ufe of their lower deck guns only, unlefs their upper ones fliould 
afterwards be found neceffary to filence any fire which might chance, 
to be made by the enemy. An officer was then lent with a flag of truce 
to the governor, and with a fecond fummons to furrender the (ort. He 
foon came back with the governor’.s refufal ; upon which all the (liips 
immediately warped within a cable’s length of the fort in three fathom 
and a. quarter water, and the fignal was thrown out to renew tlie attack. 

A. This 
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This was done with fo much fpirit, thart: about two o*clock a magazine iit 
the fore blew up, and abouf four, a flag was hung out as a fignal pf fub- 
miflion. Upon this the admiral fent 5 ^ieu tenant 

an immediate entrance into the fort for the king’s troops, and that the 
Britijh flag (hould be hoifted on one of the haftions. A little befpre five, 
the lieutenant returned with an account, that the governor confeated to the 
holding Englijh that he was willing to admit five or fix of our 

men that evening, and th^ the enfuing morning he would furrender 
the place. This anfwer not being deemed fatisfadoiy, wc once more 
renewed our fire; but at a quarter after five, they again thought 
proper to hang out the flag of capitulation, and all. hoftilitie's ceafed. 
Colonel Clivcy who, from the time he difembarked with the troops, had 
been rnaking his approaches by land, and had greatly annoyed the enemy 
with his cannon, then came on board the admiral’s Ihip, bringing with him 
an officer from the fort with articles of capitulation. Thefe were prefently 
agreed to by the two admirals and colonel ; and an Englijh officer was fent 
in to take pofleffion of the fort, and to hoift Englijh colours. Prefently 
afterwards the Captains Forbes and Buchanan were detached with lixty men 
to fee the garriion lay down their arms; and on the 14th, at fun-rifing, 
the colonel and the whole army marched into the place \ 


Thus at the expence of no more than twenty men killed and wounded, 
the important fortrefs of Geriah fell into the hands of the Englijh^ in which 
the viftors found 250 pieces of cannon, fix mortars, an immenfe quantity 
of ftores and ammunition: one huadred thoufand pounds ftcrling in filver 
rupees, and about thirty thoufand more in valuable effedls. By this con- 
queft too, the notorioully Infamous Angria was entirely ruined, and his 
whole country, which extended four degrees of latitude along the coaft, 
was taken from him. He himfelf efcaped our hands, having left the fort 
two or thr^ee days before 'it w^as attacked ; the government of which he 
committed to one of his wife’s brothers, under whofe care alfo he put his 
tv/o wives and both his children f. 

. * Qz^tdAwThoinas .Kno^ler of the ^alifiury, who enjoyed but a poor ftatc of health in this 
country, after a gallant difeharge of his duty on the expedition to was permitted to 

quit his ihin, and return to Europe. Captain of the BrUge^^ater, on this fucceeded 

to the Salijhury ; Captain Smith to the command of the, Bridgenjjater^ and Admiral Wat/on\ 
iirft lieutenant, Sir William to the King'i^JiJher ; but this gentleman’s bad ftate of health, 

and his being charged with the admiraih; difpacches home on account of the fuccefs at Geriah, 
foon made room for Mr. Richard Toby, the next in command on board the Kent, to fucceed to 
the Kittg^S’Fijhcr, 

4 Soon after the furrender of Geriah, Angrld^% two children, and One lOf his wives, were 
taKcn ill Pf the ImalUpox. At Mr. requeft, I coiiflantly attended them, and fent 

itrch- Hv/uicines as I judged were proper for them. They always appeared very thankful for 
what 1 did ; but I afterwards difeovered that they had not taken any of the tnedicifies. They 
preferred the con.mon method j[defcribed in chap. 4,) nftd by the phyfital praaitionets pi 
the patient with fified wood-afhes as foon as the puftules ‘begin 
CO nil, wdiich tiiey add to, or diminifh from, according to the greater or lefs quantity of 
variolous matter, -One of his family had a pock of the conflueint kind, and vvas covered 
from bead to foot with af/ies ; w hich, 'towards the Utter end of the diforder, appeared like a 
mafs of pane, furrounding the whole body. The whale fair^iJy of Angria recovered however 
icom the ddcale. / / * 

Admiral 
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Admiral JVatfon^ foon after the redu<5Hon of the place, took an oppor- 1756. 
tunity of vifiting thefe unfortunate captives ; and the interview between 
them was beyond meafure affefting. Upon his entering their houfe, the 
whole family made a grand Jalaam^ or reverential bending of their bodies^ 
touching the very ground with their faces, and Iheddingfloods of tears. The 
admiral defired them to be comforted; adding, that they were now under 
his protedion; and that no kind of injury flx>uld be done them.*’ They then 
again made the falaam. The mother of Angria^ though ftrongly affefted 
with thefe teftimonies of goodnefs and humanity, yet could not help crying 
out, ‘‘that the people had no king, flic no fon, her daughters no hufband, 
the children no father !’* The admiral replied, “ that from henceforward 
they muft look upon him as their fiither and their friend.” Upon which 
the youngeft child, a boy of about fix years ohd, fobbing faid, Then you 
Jhall be my father 'A and immediately took the admiral by the hand, and 
called him father A This action of the child’s was fo very affefting, it 

quite overpowered that brave, that good man’s heart, and he found him- 
felf under a neceffity of turning from the innocent youth for a while, 
to prevent the falling of thofe tears, which, flood ready to gufli from 
his eyes 

Mr. IFatfon'i intention was to have taken the whole family with him to 
Bombay^ and to have fettled them at that place ; and they appeared at firft 
to be greatly pleafed with the propofal, for above all things they dreaded 
being put into the hands of the Maharattas, But this intention of the 
admiral’s Wxis never put in execution ; for afterwards, at their own rcquelV, 
he permitted them to remain in G^riab. They probably were ordered, by 
fome letter or meffage they received from Angrta himfelf, before the fqua- 
dron left the place, to afk this favour of the admiral. 

Tullagee Angrta was an arbitrary, cruel tyrant, making his own imperi- 
ous will the only rule of his government. He was originally tributary to 
xhftSerajah\ but finding himfelf very powerful, he had for a long time 
fhook off all fubjedlion, and had treated fome ambaffadors fent to him 
from that prince, to put him in mind of his duty, v/ith great infolcnce ; 
flitting their nofes, and. commanding them to go and tell their mafter, that 
he would fend him his pr — te pa — ts to treat with him. On his quitting 
his principal fortrefs of Geriah (as before related) he repaired to Puna^ 
the capital city of the Maharattas^ and made his fubrr.ifllon to the Nanah^ 
who pardoned him, but upon what terms could never be exactly known. 

It was conjeftured however, and with great probability, that lie diicovered 
to this prince the place where he had hidden his treafure; for it cannot 
be fuppofed thatTo notorious an offender as he had been, would have cUved 
to have thrown himfelf at bis fovereign’s feet, unlefs he had it in his power 
in a pecuniary way (the only way then left him) to atone for his pad 
behaviour. And what ftrengthens the fufpicion is, our finding only 

• An accotuit of the conqueft of Geriah, and of this alfe^ing fccne. was fent by the 
aotk^r to a friend in England y who focn publilhed it in one of the monihiy magiizines. 

100000 /. 
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1 756- 100000 7 . in money after the capture of Geriahy which could not be the 
tenth part of what he really poJTelTed. The annexed views of the fort, 
harbour, and country round it, were taken by the late Captain Northcu 
on the fpotwith the utmoft exaclnefs ; and to Sir William / 7 ifw<’r’s 4 ind Com- 
modore James's reports, Mr. Watfon always acknowledged himfelf greatly 
obliged ; and Mr. James had the latisfaflion to receive the public thanks of 
the adnyfal after the redudlion of the fort. The harbbur of Cmaii is ib 
exceedingly commodious, as to make it the beft upon the coatt ; and the 
fort was fo ftrong both by art and nature at the time we attacked it, that: it 
might have held out a long time againft all our efforts, had it beCn 
defended with any tolerable degree of Ikill and refolution. 

The Europeans that were found in Geriah, and relieved from flayery, 
were, 

Mr. Rohinfony Gamble Connor, Thomas Weft, Stephen Rice, Nicholas 

Maund, John Brown, Jofeph Gallingten, James Theft, James 

Durce, William Colley — — • — 

Jacob Buffy, Garret Blough, Abraham Raenick — — Dutch. 

Before I entirely quit the account of our tranfaftions at this place, I 
muft not omit to. obferve, that a young, gentleman of the fquadron found a 
Mahomedan TaUfman. in AngrieCs own houfe, of which he was lb obliging 
as to make me a prefent. As I wilhed to have it explained, I put it into 
the hands of Sir Baronetj major and commander in chief of 

the company’s forces at Bombay, a gentleman diftinguilhed for his learning 
and fpeculative turn of mind, from whom I afterwards received a letter, an 
cxtrafl of which I lhall make no fcruple to lay before the reader, 

“ It coft me no fmall pains to procure a proper explication of your 
TaUfman for though it was cafy to give a literal tranllation of fhe words, 
yet few underftood the proper meaning and cffcacy of the infeription, 
which is a real curiofity drawn from the moft profound depths of muffulman 
erudition. The force of it, according to their notions, conlifts principally 
in the different names of God at the four corners, and in the letters round 
the edge •, by tlie different combinations of which, different miracles are 
to be performedj one manner of combining them, raifing ftormsj another, 
bringing on calms, or procuring riches, iftc. This of yours was particu- 
larly calculated as a prefervativc againft all difeafes ; and by fome marks, 
which I have not yet been able to decypher, it is conjeflured that Abdul 
Caffee, whofe name is on it, is a man of diftinftion. I hope to be foon able 
«o procure a more exaft account of the fuppofed nature or it in the mean<; 
time I fend you inclofcd a literal tranllation. How the letters round the 
edge came to mean cold or hot, moift or dry, I have not yet learned; 
Talifmans of this valuable kind being only made by Saints who have paffed 
a long time in prayer in the holy temple at Mecca, and many years in con- 
templation, without any communication with finful men.” 

•C H A P. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Mr. Watfon uo'ith his fquadron leaves Geriah and arrives at Bombay, and 
from thence proceeds to Fort St. David. — He there receives his majefty's per- 
mijjion to return to England, hut is obliged to relinquijh it., by difagreeable 
advices from the direSiors of the Eaft: India company. — An intended expedition 
to Golconda defeated by the fame intelligence. — An exprefs arrives from 
Bengal, with the news of the taking of Calcutta, and the tragedy of the 
Black-hole prifon. — The fquadron fails for Bengal, and after a tedious 
paffage arrives in Ball afore road. — Account of its operations and conquejls 
in the river Ganges to the retaking of Calcutta. 


O N the 19th of February 1756, xFcTyger was difpatched to Bombay vi\th. xysfi. 

the Tick and wounded of the fquadron-, and on the 17th of March., 
Admiral Watfon in the Kent, came to an anchor in Bombay harbour; as did 
Admiral Pocock in the Cumberland the day following. On the 27th of 
April, Mr. Watfon with his fquadron left Bombay, and once more failed 
for the Coromandel coaft. We touched at Geriah in our way, and on 
the 14th of May got to Fort St. David's road. Soon after our arrival 
here, the admiral had the fatisfaeftion to receive letters from the Secre- 
tary of State, and from the Admiralty, acquainting him that his majefly 
had been pleafed to comply with his reqiieft of quirting the Eaji Indies, 
and diredting him, whenever that event happened, to refign the command 
of the fquadron to Rear-admiral Pocock. The heat of the climate had, ever 
fince his firfl: arrival, been greatly diftrefsful to Mr. Watfon, whole conlli- 
tution was fanguine, and whofe habit was rather corpulent. The permillion 
therefore he now had of quitting the fervice, could not fail of being agreeable 
to him, and he pkafed himfelf with the expectation of failing back to 
Europe in tlie month of OSloher. 

This fair profpedt was foon clouded, however, by the difagreeable 
intelligence which the governor and council of Madrafs at this time fent to 
him, and which they juft before had received from the directors of the 
Eaft India company. The purport of it, was, that 3000 regular troops 
had embarked from France in fix Ibips of the line, and in the fame number 
of large veftels belonging to their Eaft India company ; and that thefe laft, as 

N foon 
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175^* foon as they arrived at the ifland oi Mauritius, were to be converted into 
fhips of war. With this account, orders were faid to have been alfo font 
from England to the prefidcncy at Fort St. George-, “ To Jiand well on their 
guard, and to do their befi to frotebl and defend themfelves againfi the threat- 
ening po wer of France.” 

An exprefs was foon difpatched with thefe tidings to Admiral Watfon, 
dcfiring him above all things to have a watchful eye on the proceedings of 
tlie Freneh at Pondicherry. The news flew like lightning into every quarter, 
and different perlons argued very differently upon it. Many concluded, 
that the intelligence fent by the dired^ors was ill founded, becaufe the fame 
lliip that brought the alarming account, had brought alfo letters from Lord 
llolderneffe, one of his majefly’s principal Secretaries of State, who wrote not 
a fyllable on the fubjeft. This filence of his lordfhip on a matter of fo 
much conl'equence was very ffriking-, yet as there was a poflibility that the 
direffors in this inflance might be furnifhed with better intelligence than the 
Secretary of State, Admiral from this moment gave over all thoughts 
of foon leaving the Indies -, for however agreeable it was to him, he could 
not think of taking fuch a ftep, at a time when fo heavy a cloud was faid 
to be juft ready to burft on our moft important fettlements in that part of 
the world. So predominant in his bread was the fpirit of patriotifm, and 
th.e love of glory, that though folicited to return home by every allurement 
of domeftic felicity, he waved all thefe confiderations, and refolved ftill 
to expofe himfelf to the hazards of a climate, peculiarly fraught with 
danger and difeafe. 

It was foon determined between him and the gentlemen of the prefidcncy, 
that in every department we ought to be prepared to receive the French in 
the moft effeflual manner. For this purpofe the two admirals, and all the 
officers of the fquadron left their houfes, and repaired on board their Ihips, 
where they lived for the fpace of fix weeks, caufing a good look out to be 
kept for the enemy from their mafts heads. At the fame time, to increafe 
the alarm, the gentlemen of the French nation refident in India, very induf- 
trioufly and politically reported, and which report was echoed by our good 
friends the Dutch, that this formidable armament from France was aftually 
arrived in the Indian fcas. This pofitive aflertion ferioufly affefled the 
government at Madrafs, who immediately requefted the admiral, to take 
on board his fquadron the king’s regiment then at Fort St. David, and 
with it repair to the prefidcncy. The admiral with great relucftance 
quitted Fort St. David, as he knew it was upon all accounts the propereft 
•ftation for intercepting the French fleet, and for counterafling any defigns 
which the enemy might have formed againft oiir fettlements. But as he 
did not chufe to have any difputes with the prefidency, he immediately took 
Colonel Adler cron'?, regiment on board, and failed with it to Madrafs, where 
he purchafed a. veffel for the king’s fervice, and after having converted her 
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into a fire-fiiip under the name of the^/aze, he appointed to the command ,.,^6 
of her, his firft lieutenant, Mr. Richard King. ‘ ^ 

i' 

On our arrival AtMadrafs., we had the fatisfadlion to find the active and Ipirit- 
ed Governor Pigol, at the head of a great number of artificers and labourers, 
making incredible additions to the fortifications of the place, hardly allow- 
ing himfelf time to take any refrefiiment, and fiicwing by his own exainjde, 
that it was pofllble for men, in times of imminent danger, to expoie tlieir 
perfons in the hotted: hours of the day, and in the molt liiltry icafon of 
the year. 

Juft before the account of this armament from Europe reached our ears, the 
Nabob of Gclconda had quarrelled with the French general Monf. Bu/Jy, wlio 
for a long time had been preying on the vitals of his country. 'I’lie Nabob 
had made overtures to the leading men of our prefidency lor thc#a(lifting him 
in getting rid of fo troublefome a gueft, and they with plcafure had liltened 
to the propofal. Nothing indeed prevented their fuccouring him at this 
time, but their own fuppoled danger from the formidable French armament 
which was foon expeded to arrive upon the coaft. The apprehenfion of 
this made fo rtrong an impreftion on their minds, that for lome time they 
appeared more felicitous about defending themfelves, than of fending any 
cffedual fupport to their new ally. At length, however, two fliips belong- 
ing to the company arrived from England ; and as they failed the lateft in 
the feafon, and brought with them no kind of confirmation of the firft 
alarming intelligence, every one immediately concluded that it never had 
the leaft foundation. A detachment of troops therefore, and a train of 
artillery, were ordered to be gotten ready to march with all exj^edition for the 
kingdom of Golconda : a country of vaft opulence, tlie lource of thole 
amazing fums which the famous Monf. Dupleis and his countrymen had 
amafled together, and from whence indeed all their importance was 
derived. 

But before thefe troops could be Tent away, an exprefs arrived from Ren- 
^is/with the difagreeable account of our fort ai Caffimbnzary neAX Muxadahad., 
being taken by the new Nabob., Serajah al JDowlah, tvho was a conipound 
of temerity, cruelty, ambition, and avarice : he was particularly inccnled at 
Mr. Drake the Englijh governor of Calcutta, under the pretence of his 
having given protedtion to fomeof his offending fubjedls-, but ids attack of the 
Englijh fettlements, certainly proceeded from the hopes of confiderable plunder, 
added to the defire of imprefling his fubjedls witli an av/e of his military talents 
and prowefs. Inftead of marching with the great army he had railed, into 
the Purhunean country, as he firft intended, we were informed he had turned 
his arms againft us, and was expedled foon to appear before the gates of Fort 
William in Calcutta. Thefe unfortunate tidings gave us all great concern ; 
and fcarcely were the firft tranfports of our chagrin abated, before another 
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1756. Bengal-, for it was not poflible for them to tranfport a fuiBcient number of 

■ — ir— ' troops thither in their own fhips, neither indeed would they be of any ufc 
when they got there, without the afllftance of two or three men of war. 
It was therefore refolved, that the whole fquadron (hould proceed as far 
as the mouth of the Ganges, and anchor in Ballafore road, when the' 
company’s Ihips and vefTcls already in the river, Ihoiild fall down where 
the fquadron lay, and receive the troops from the (hips of war. The 
Sahjhury, Bridgewater, and King's-fijher, were defigned to be put under 
the command of 'Captain William Martin, to carry on the expedition 
againll the Nabob ; for it was then looked upon as a certainty that the Kent, 
Cumberland, and Tyger, could not be got over the Braces *. Another delay 
and matter of debate, was, what force fliould be lent to Bengal, and who 
/liould command the military ; fometimes Colonel Adlercron, and fometimes 
Colonel Clive, was thought to be the moft proper perfon at laft they 
determined on Colonel Clive, and indeed the general voice of Our country- 
men was in his favour. Another fubjed of the governor and council’s 

confultations, was, concerning whofe hands the affairs of the company in 
Bengal ought to be placed in, provided fuccefs fhould attend the expedition. 
At one time it was determined, that the prefidency here fliould fend three 
of its own members in the fhips to Bengal, who were to aft in obedience 
to the orders they were to receive from this place ; it being agreed that the 
governor and council of Fort St. George ought now, until the pleafure of 
the Eaft India direftors fliould be known, to take on themfelves the manage- 
ment of this diflblved, but once independent fettlement. However, Mr. 
Watfon in particular, having llrongly oppofed this refolution, and declared 
(as 1 have been informed by his fecretary) that he would not undertake 
the expedition on any other terms, than having it in his power to deliver 
the fettlement to the management of fuch as were appointed by the com- 
pany to be their reprefen tatives in that province ; after many debates, it 
was refolved that the former governor and council fliould be reilored to 
their refpeftive honour and ftations ; and it is principally to the admiral’s 
interpofition on this critical occafion, that thefe gentlemen are indebted 
for their fubfequent good fortune and unexpefted affluence. But the greatefl; 
difficulty that prefented itfelf was the late fcafon of the year j for the monfoon 
was now fet in, and there was a necefiity for the fquadron’s getting to 
Bengal againft it, which was confldcred as very near imprafticable. We 
were given to iinderftand, that fliips failing at this feafon from Madrafs to 
Ballafore, were obliged to Hand over to the eaftern fide of the bay, and 
that the currents generally proved fo ftrong againft them, that whilft they 
were looking out by their reckoning for the coaft of Pegu, they had often, 
to their great aftonifliment, found themfelves driven again on the coaft of 
Coromandel ■, and after ftanding over a fecond time in the fame manner, and 


* Danj;er(His flioals at the entrance of the Gangu, in the way up to FAta. 


looking 
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looking out for the eaftcrn ftiore, they had been carried to the fouthward as *75^- 
far as the ifiand of Ceylon^ and then, for want of provifions, had been 
obliged to bear away for the Malabar coaft *. The admiral however, put- 
ting great confidence in the ftrength of his Ihips, and the dexterity of 
Captain Spekey who was much acquainted with theie feas, refolved to try this 
difficult experiment, in order to lave the company from ruin j and having 
dil'patched the King's-fijher to Bengal, with intelligence to our countrymen, 
that afliflance would loon be fent to them, he on the 1 6 th of Oblober failed 
from Madrafs with his whole fquadron, and feveral of the company’s Ihips, 
for Ballafore road in the mouth of the Ganges i'. 

The time the fquadron weighed from Madrafs, was precifely the feafon 
when the currents fet ftrongefi: out of the bay of Bengal, fuppofed to be 
occafioned by the heavy rains which fall in that kingdom during the months 
of July, Augujl, and September, and which about this time difcharge them- 
felves into the fea from the numerous branches of the great river Gargcs. 

The winds too at this feafon j". being either faint or very ftormy, the admiral 
determined to pufli over to the ealiern Ihore •, but foon had the mortifica- 
tion to find, that in fpite of all his efforts to the contrary, his fquadron, by 
the force of the current, was driven down as far as Ceylon, although by our 
reckonings it appeared that we had gained fome degrees of longitude to the 
eaftward. A few days afterwards we liad frefh gales from the north-caft, 
and in the night one of the fliips made the fignal of diftrefs-, upon which 
the admiral bore down towards her, and found it to be the Salijhury, that 
had fprung a dangcroUs leak, and could Jiot pofiibly keep company with 
the fquadron •, the admiral therefore was obliged to lay to all night and part 
of the next day to affift her. As the leak was in her bow, they were 
obliged to bring the lliip by the ftern, by moving her guns and other 
things aft, that the leak might be brought out of the water. In this they 
partly fucceeded, and flopped the leak with oakum 5 but as this was not 


* “ In what is called the latter paffage from ;he coafls of Malalar and Cct'cmandd di’ring the 
iTflonths of Odober and No^jembtr, in order to make a quiek patfage it is netedury to go as 
far to the fouthward as ^ degrees, or 4^ 30 north laiiir.:!:', where you will hud /ouili welierly 
winds, which will carry you to the iflaruls, and lomctimes quite up to x\ic Jnciamcins^ 

from which illands, in lhaping a courlc toward Bailifore road, or to the rntra xe of the 
Canges^ a point of the conipafs flijuld be allowed, lor a very llroug current wnich fets 
to the Aracan ildore/* 

ExtfafI fretj: Cojicun KingV minutis, 

t On board the fquadron and other vehe!.*?, were 700 Europeans and jeoo Sepisys belonging 
to the company, and a detachment of 250 Adlercronu :<'gi;ncrjt to ierve as murines. 

J “ Though at Bombay Bengal, the mortfoon common] v changes from S. W. toN. E. about 
the time of full moon in Auguji, yet t!'e rjiange is only partial, 1' r the wind is gradually fliifc- 
ing down the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel^ until tlie month of November, when the 
change becomes genecaU’* 

Exira'Si from Captain King’j sninuns, 

efi'cdlual, 
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1756. €ffea:ual, the admiral left it to Captain Mir*Vs choice, cither to bear away 

*— v"— for the ifland of Ceylon^ or try to pu(h on with the red of the fquadron. 
Captain Martin knowing that his fbip had been particularly fixed upon for 
going up the Ganges.^ and that he had more than 200 of the king’s and 
company’s troops on board, thought his quitting the fquadron might be a 
fort of check on the fuccefs of the whole expedition he therefore refolved 
to proceed, as long at leaft as he could do it with any degree of fafety to 
the mens lives. 

Tlie monfoon this year was uncommonly tempeftuous, which made it a 
long time before we got to the eaftern part of the bay ; at length however, by 
great perfeverance and unwearied induftry, the whole fquadron reached one 
of the mouths of the Ganges : but our arrival there being in the middle 
of the night, we were obliged to come to an anchor, not knowing 
exactly where we were ; and when the day came on, we had the mor- 
tification to find ourfelves off the Palmira, or Palm-tree point, and could 
eafily difcern an immenfe fand-bank ftretching far to the northward 
of us. Some of our (hips falling to leeward, had a very narrow efcape; 
the Cumberland, Admiral Pocock, Itruck the ground, but fortunately got 
off again without receiving much damage. Two days after this, tlie Kent 
and Tyger reached the road of Ballafore, but the other fiiips could not 
weather the point. Admiral Poeock, after feveral fruitlefs efforts, and being 
in want of provifions, was obliged to bear away for Vizagapatnam, and the 
Salijbury, after being tofled about for fome time at Tea, and her whole crew, 
both officers and common men, put to an allowance of a purfer’s quart of 
water a day, was in great danger of perilhing for want of common necef* 
faries ; but at laft, by the perfeverance of her captain, and a Jcind provi- 
dence, ffie got into Ballafore road, and afterwards proceeded over the fands 
to join the Admiral at Fulta, 

As foon as the Kent arrived in Ballafore road, two Englifh pilots came on 
board us, who gave the admiral a farther account of the miferable fitua- 
tion of affairs in Bengal ; as, that fince the redudfion of Calcutta, almofl; every 
inhabitant who furvived the attack of the place, or the dreadful cataftrophe 
of the Black-bole prifon, had made their cfcape x.o Fulta, a defpicable village 
on the river’s fide; that fome families lived in tents on fhore, while others 
continued on board the fame fiiips and vefiels in which they had efcaped 
from Calcutta. In fhort, they reprefented the deplorable ftace in which the 
ladies as well as gentlemen were, in lo pathetic a manner, that the admiral 
was greatly afiedted with tlie relation, and determined to pufii on imme- 
diately to their relief. He was thoroughly fenfible indeed, that no time 
was to be loll, becaufc he was inlbniied that the Nabob was then raifing 
fever.1l additional batteries on purpofe to obftrudt his paiTage. He 
therefore confultcd the two pilots, w'hether the Kent and Fyger, at the 
moft favourable time of the tide, could poffibly pals the Braces ; they 

both 
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both hefitated very much in their anfwers ; but at laft the admiral, bialTed 1756. 
by the enterprizing fpirit and found judgment of Captain Speke^ \vho had 
been in the river feveral times before, came to a refolution of making the 
attempt ; which we happily fucceeded in, though not without great rifle 
to the fliips in pufliing through the flioals, for through them, and not 
entirely over them, we forced our way *. 

On the 14th of December wc had the fitisfaflion'to arrive at Fulta., where 
we had the pleafure of meeting Captain King^ who being fick at Madrafi 
when the fquadron failed, was left behind ; but, eager for aftion, before lie 
was quite recovered, had taken his pafhtge in the Prote£!or, one of the com- 
pany’s fhips, commanded by Captain England, who was ordered to Bengal 
with Sepoys, to reinforce the troops under Colonel Clive Captain 
King's fliip the Blaze (commanded in his abfence by Lieutenant Peter 
Porter, an excellent but unfortunate officer, and who was afterwards killed 
in the expedition againft Manilla) having been obliged to bear away for 
Bombay, and not joining the fquadron afterwards, the captain ferved on 
board the Kent as a volunteer-, and this unlucky incident reduced his fhare 
of prize-money, in confcqucnce of our vidories in the Ganges, 10000 I . lels 
than otherwife it would have been. 

The reader may better conceive than I exprefs, what welcome vifitors wc 
were to our diftrefled countrymen at Fulta-, who, after having lived in the 
moft affluent circumftances, were now funk down to a condition that fcarcely 
afforded them common neceffaries. The cup of affliiftion is always bitter, 
but has the tafte of gall itfelf, when it luddcnly fucceeds a ftate of opu- 
lence. To fink at once into the loweft poverty from an eafy fortune ; and 
from a condition that drew refpeft from others, to be reduced to one too 
often attended with derifion and contempt are circumftances that quicken 
the fenfe of mifery, and make misfortunes more intolerable. This was 
exaffly the cafe of the prefent unhappy fufterers ; they had fuftained fome 
figure in the world they had kept a generous and hofpitable table, where the 
friend and the ftranger had tafted of the elegancies of life j but now, by a 
fudden reverfe of fortune, were themfelves obliged to defeend to the moft 
fervile offices, and to be dependent on the commiferation of others for a 
precarious I'ubfiftence. They were crowded together in the moft wretched , 
habitations, clad in the meaneft apparel, and for almoft five months 
had been furrounded by ficknel's and difcafe, which made ftrangc havoc 
among them ; and yet, when - we faw them firft, to our great fur- 
prize, they appeared with as chearful countenances, as if no misfortunes 
had happened to them. This ferenity of theirs was certainly in great 


• In the year 1 769 the Lord Holland, one of the company’s fhips, was loft on ihefe flioals. 

f The ProttSor .'ailed the 29th of OBolcr, thirteen days after the fquadron, and arrived two 
days before us, by purfuing the track before mentiontd. 

O lueafure 
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1756. meafure owing to the pleafing hopes they now entertained of a fpeedy 
' deliverance from their afflidlions : though fome little fliare of it might alfo 
be imputed to their having been fo long difeiplined in the fchool of ad- 
verfity, as to make them kifs the rod, and in the true fpirit of chrif- 
tianity chearfully fubmit themfelves to the difpenfations of that benevo- 
lent Being, who, for wife and good reafons, had laid the burthen upon 
them. 

From thefe refleftions, to which the fubjeft infenfibly led me; I lhall 

now proceed to our operations for their relief. The third day after our 

arrival at Fiilta the admiral fent the following fpirited letter to the Naboby 
on the behalf of his injured countrymen. 

Admiral Charles Watfoiiy the great commander of the fleet belonging to 
the puiflant king of Great Britain^ irrefiftible in battle, to Mmjerood 
Muluk Serajah Dowlahy Soubahdar of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Orixa. 

“ THE king my mailer (whole name is revered among the monarchs of the 
world) fent me to thefe parts with a great fleet to proteA the Eafi India 
company’s trade, rights, and privileges ; the advantages rcfulting to the 
Moguls dominions from the extenlive commerce carried on by my mailer’s 
fubjeds, are too apparent to need enumerating : how great was my fur- 
prize therefore to hear that you had marched againft the faid company’s 
fadories with a large army, and forcibly expelled their fervants, feized and 
plundered their efledls, amounting to a large fum of money, and killed great 
numbers of the king my mailer’s fubjeds. 

I am come down to Bengal to re-eltablilh the faid company’s fervants in 
their former fadories and houles, anti hope to find you willing to rellore ta 
them their ancient rights and immunities. As you mull be fcnfible of the 
benefit of having the Englijb fettled in your country, I doubt not you 
will confent to make them a reafonable fatisfadion for the lolTes and 
injuries they have fulFered, and by that means put an amicable end to the 
troubles, and fecure the friendlhip of my king, who is a lover of peace, 
and delights in ads of equity. What can I fay more ?” 

From on board his Britannic fliip 

Kent, at Fultdy the 17th of Dec. 1756 


On the 27th of December the admiral failed from FuUa with the Kent, Tygery 
Salijlury, Bridgewater, King's-ffier, and IValpole Indiaman, having firll em- 
barked the troops, which had been landed to refrefli them, and which now 
amounted to 600 Europeans and about one thoufand Bepoys : Thefe were made 
up of the troops which we brought with us, and the remains of a detack- 

• To -dris letter the Nabob rctorned no anfwer, till after our taking Calcutta and 
HougMej. 
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mcnt ftx)m Madrafs,- which, as far back as Augujlf had been difpatched to 1756- 
this river under the command of Major Kilpatrick^ an experienced and good 
officer 5 and intended for the relief of Calcutta, then fuppofed to be in dan- 
ger. The detachment at firft confifted of 240 men •, but an epidemical 
fever had made fuch deftruftion among them, that not above ten were ca- 
pable of doing duty when we arrived at Fulta, and, to the beft of my re- 
membrance, not thirty of the whole detachment were left alive. 

On the 29th of T) ec ember, o’clock in the morning, the admiral having 

landed the company’s troops the evening before at Mayapere, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-colonel Clive, cannonaded Bougee Bougee fort, which was 
ftrong and built of mud, and had a wet ditch round it. The fort began 
to fire at the 'Tyger at 7 in the morning, and icon after at the whole fqua- 
dron till 1 in the afternoon, but its batteries were at length filcnced by 
the cannon from the Ihips. About 1 1 o’clock the admiral made the 
fignal for the king’s troops to land, and join fome of the company’s, that 
were feen marching under the bank of the river. Captain Coote accord- 
ingly landed with the troops from tliC Kent and Tyger, joined the 
company’s divifion, and advanced and took pofleinon of two out-forts 
which the enemy had quitted without taking away their colours : about 
4 o’clock, two of the Kent's, 9 pounders were fent on /horc .to m.ake a 
breach in the gate-w’ay, and Colonel Clive's troops, after a very fatiguing 
march, were ported at the back of the fort to intercept the enemy, fliould 
they attempt to make a retreat, and for this purpofe were divided into 
leveral diflerent parties. One of thefe was unexpectedly attacked by 3000 
horfe and foot under the command of Monich-chund the Indian governor of 
Calcutta, and in this fkirmifh more than twenty of our troops v/erc killed 
and wounded but notwithrtanding this advantage, as foon as the colonel 
himfelf came up with a reinforcement, and had difeharged a few of his 
field-pieces, which did great execution among the M.oors, this commander 
in chief of the Nabob's army, after a murtcet ball had parted though his tur- 
ban, retired with precipitation. 

The cannon of the fort being filenced by the fquadron, but the 
.garrifon not olfering to furrender, and continuing to difeharge fire-arrows 
and fmall arms, it was determined in a council of fea and land officers on 
board tlie Kent, that Colonel Clive (hould endeavour to take it by afTault. 

For this purpofe, at five o’clock in the evening, the admiral landed an officer, 
two midrtiipmen, and about forty Tailors from each Ihip, under the commantl 
of Captain King, to affift the colonel in ftorming the fort, which he intended 
doing juft before day-light, under the cover of two 24 pounders mounted 
clofe to the ditch. In the mean time, the colonel had given direflions, that the 
whole army, (the neceflary guards excepted) and the detachment from the 
fhips, Ihould reft on the ground, in order to recover themfclves as much 
as poffible from the great fatigues they had under-gone in the preceding 
day’s fervice.' All now was quiet in the camp; and we on board the rtiips, 
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1 757- within fight of Calcutta^ when the enemy began the attack by firing upon her. 
Captain Latham however had no Iboner brought his fhip to an anchor, 
(which he did very much like an expert and gallant officer) but he brifkly 
returned the fire ; and the Kent having come to an anchor alfo and difcharged 
a few broadficlcs, the Indians at 1 1 o’clock gave up the conteft j and 
obferving alfo. that Colonel Clive at the fame time had nearly invefled the 
town on the land fide, they abandoned the fort. On this fome of the old 
inhabitants of the town waved their hands from the fliore, and one of them 
hoifted an Englijh pendant on a tree. I'he admiral immediately fent Cap- 
tain King afiiore to take pofieffion of the fort in his majefty’s name, and in 
a few minutes after it was garriloned with a detachment of Adlercron'^ 
regiment, under the command of Captain Coote^ who ferved on board the 
Kent, and who was appointed governor of this new conqueft. 

Soon after Captain Cvote had taken pofieffion of the fort, Colonel Clive 
entered the place at the head of the company’s troops, when the captain 
prefented to the colonel an order -f- which he had received from the admiral, 
appointing him governor of the fort; the 'colonel denied any authority 
Admiral JVatfen had to appoint an inferior officer to him as governor, and 
told Captain Coute that he would take on himfelf the command ; and if he 
offered to obftruft him, or difbbcy his orders, he would immediately put 
him under an arreft : the captain defired that he might acquaint Mr. 
Watfon with thefe particulars ; to which the colonel confented. — Upon 
this the admiral fent Captain Speke on Ihore to know by what authority 
the colonel took upon him the command of the fort ; who anfwered, by 
the authority of his majefty’s commiffion as lieutenant-colonel and alfo 
commander in chief of the land forces. Captain Speke went to the admiral 
with this anfwer, and foon returned with a meffage from Mr. Watfon to 
the colonel, that if he did not abandon the fort, he would fire him our. 
The colonel replied, he could not anfwer for the confequences, but that he 
would not give up his command. Soon after this, Captain Latham, 
who was in a ftrift intimacy with him, was fent by the admiral to 

f “ 'By Charles W'atjon^ Efq; Vice-admiral of the blue fquadron of hh majelly^s fl^t, and 
commander in chief of his majefty’s lliips and veflels employed in the Eajl Indies^ and 
of the marine forces of the united company of merchants trading to and iu thefe parts. 

You are hereby required and diredled togarrifon the fort of Calcutta with his majedy’s troops 
which you have nowon Ihore, and take care to poll centinels and guards fo as not to be fur- 
prized by the enemy. In the evening I fhall be on Ihore ; and you are not to quit your poll, 
or deliver up your command till farther orders from me. During your continuance on Ihore, 
you are to take care that no diforders be committed by his majefty’s troops, or any other people, 
but to treat the natives with humanity, and take particular care that there Is no plundering, as 
fuch offenders may depend on the fevereft punilhment. Given under my hand on board hi« 
majefty’s ftiip Kent^ o& Cldc uita^ 2d 1757. 

Charles Watson.** 

To Captain Ejre CootCt of his majefty’s 39th regiment 
of foot. 

By command of the admiral. 

Henry Doid^e* 


Colonel 
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Colonel CUve'y they talked the affair over with calmnefs, and fooh fettled 1757, 
a difpute which otherwife might have ended greatly to the prejudice of the 
public caufe. The colonel’s meffages to Mr. JVatfon implied, that if the 
admiral would come on Ihore and command in perfon, he Ihould have no 
manner of objedlion to it : And on Admiral Watfon'% going on Ihore the next 
day, the colonel delivered the keys of the garrifon into his hands, and then 
the admiral delivered them to the late governor, Mr. Drakes and his council. 

And thefe gentlemen, perfuaded by Colonel Clive of the neceffity of the 
ftep, immediately publilhed a declaration of war againft the Nabobs in the 
name of the Eajl India company, as did Admiral Watfon in that of the 
king his maffer. 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. IX. 


•Operations againji Houghlcy, and burning Granaries.— TX y Nabob marches 

with a great army towards Calcutta. — A brifk cannonade between him and 
Colonel Clive. — Mejfrs. Walfh and Scrafton fent to the Nabob with pro- 
pofals of pence, which prc/ve abortive. — Colonel CYive. attacks Nabob 
his camp. — ’^the Nabob concludes a treaty of peace very advantageous to the 
Englilh Eaft India company. — Admiral Watfon refolves to reduce the French 
power in Bengal. — Correfpondence between the Admiral and the Nabob. — 
Account of the attack of Chandernagore. — 'The Englifh forces take pojfef- 
fion of the place. — Gallant behaviour of Captain Speke and his fon, &c. 


1757. \ F TER the fuccefs of our forces at Calcutta, fome of the council of 

the French fettlement at Chandernagore, and alfo of the Dutch fettle- 
ment at Chinfura, came to pay their congratulatory compliments to the 
admiral and colonel. The firft were empowered to propofc a formal con- 
firmation of the neutrality which had been hitherto ftricflly obferved between 
the two companies in the Ganges: they fuggeftcd, that fuch a neutrality 
was not only neceffary for the mutual interefts of both nations, but pleaded 
a claim of particular indulgence on account- of the many good offices they 
had done the Englijh in the time of their diftrefles at Fulta. ' Tliefe argu- 
ments certainly carried great force with them, and they were attentively 
liftened to by Admiral Watfon, and our other principals ; who would not 
have fcrupled to clofe with them, if the French in return would have 
joined our forces in the war we were now to carry on againft the Nabob. 
But when this propofai was made to their deputies, they replied, that they 
were not invefted with proper authority to treat on that fubjecfl:. They 
therefore defired that they might be allowed to return to Chandernagore, 
to confult their governor and council on fo important a fubjedt. 

The uninterrupted train of fuccefles we had met with fince our firft entering 
the mouth of the Ganges, had ftruck the Nabob and his adherents with fuch 
a panic, that our commanders came to a refolution of lofing no time, but 
to pufh on the war with the greateft vigour. Accordingly Houghlcy, a very 
large and rich city belonging to Nabob, fituate on the river about thirty 
miles above Calcutta, was fixed upon as the next objeft of our military ope- 

7 rations. 



[ 105 ] 

rations. This refolution was no fooner taken, but the Captain 1757. 

Henry Smithy the King' s-jijher floop. Captain and the Sunder bomb- 
ketch, Captain Warrick, (which veffel had been added to the fquadron in the 
Ganges) with all the boats of the fquadron mann’d with 1 50 failors, 200 
European troops and 250 Sepoys, were ordered on the expedition. Major Kil- 
patrick was appointed by Colonel Clive to command the land forces, and Cap- 
tain King was, by the admiral, put at the head of the failors who were to a 61 : 
on fliore. This armament failed from Calcuita the 5th of January, and though 
they were impeded two days in their paflage, owing to the Bridgewater' % 
running alhore, yet we had the fatisfaflion to hear, that on the 9th they came to 
an anchor off the place, and on the loth the Ihips cannonaded the fort till 12 
o’clock at night, when Major Kilpatrick fent Captain Coote to examine the 
breach they had made ; he finding it prafticable to enter, two attacks were 
immediately formed 50 men went to the main gate, and kept a conftant 
firing, while the chief force entered privately at the breach, and with very 
little refiftance took pofleflion of the city and fort, the enemy going to the 
place of the falfe attack, and then running away through one of the gates. 

The fort was much ftronger than was at firft imagined, and the ^rrifon 
confifted of 2000 men, who fired very fmartly from five in the a^rnoon 
till ten at night, and killed and wounded feveral of our men before they 
ftormed. We took fome ammunition, and 20 guns, from 24 pounders down- 
wards. A fmall quantity of “Tutenegg, Tinkal and Japan Copper was allb 
found here, but far fhort of what was reported to have been in the place : 
however, it is very certain, that in Houghley we Ihould have met with a 
very confiderable booty, had not our old friends the Dutch at Chinfura taken 
all the valuable effefts and principal perfons of the Moors, under their 
protedtion. 

Soon after the ftorming and capture of Houghley, Captain Speke of the 
Kent, being lent up by the admiral, took on him the command of the 
failors, aitd in conjundtion with 50 foldiers and 100 Sepoys, under the com- 
mand of Captain Coote, undertook to burn a place called the Gongee, con- 
taining feveral large granaries and other ftorehoufes belonging to the 
Nabob, for the fupport of his army, about three miles from the fort. 

In their march, they entered a Portuguefe convent, where they were in- 
formed that between three and four thoufand of the enemy were encamped 
behind the village they were going to burn. Nothing daunted, they pro- 
ceeded, and marched into the village for about a mile and half, when Cap- 
tain Coote defired the failors, and ordered the land-forces to begin to fet fire 
to all the houfes in the rear, as they marched back. This was done; 
but before they had gotten half way, fome of the advanced guard came 
running and told the captain, that the enemy to the number of 5000 were 
marching up towards them, and had taken pofleflion not only of fome 
houfes, but of the men of war’s boats. As the rear of the detachment was 
well fccurcd by the houfes in flames, Captain Coote formed his 50 European 

P foldiers 
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1757. foldiers into three platoons j but the ftreetwas fo narrow, they were obliged 
to march by files, and the captain made every platoon into two firings, and 
fo advanced by ftreet firing briflcly upon them. At our firft fire the chief 
officer and 5 of the enemy fell, on which their horfe gallop’d off-, but their 
muiketry, under cover of fome houfes, and at the corner of lanes, killed and 
wounded fome of our men, but dared not openly attack us. Major Kil- 
patrick, on hearing the firing, marched out of the garrifon at Houghley to 
fupport the detachment, but the afikir was over before he joined it, and 
on their return they found the (hips boats all fafe. 


After this fervice was performed. Captain Speke gave his commands to 
the failors to repair on board their boats, when three of them were miffing, 
who were then fuppofed to be either killed or defperately wounded but 
it afterwards appeared that they had draggled into the country, and through 
their great fatigue had thrown themfelves on the ground, and fallen faft 
afleep. About the middle of the following night, feveral of the country 
villages were feen in flames by the officers on board the (hips, which 
appeared to them very extraordinary, and they could not poffibly account 
for it. Early the next morning, however, a raft was obferved floating 
down the river, and on it fat, with the greateft compofure imaginable, our 
three miffing failors; who, after they were taken off, and brought on board 
their (hips, gave the following account of their adventure : “ that awak- 
ing in the beginning of the night, and perceiving their companions 
had left them, they judged it expedient to fet fire to all the villages, 
in order to intimidate the enemy, and make them believe that the whole 
detachment (fill continued on (hore, which had done them fo much mif- 
chief the preceding day. That as foon as the day broke they repaired 
to the water’s edge to fearch for a boat, in which they hoped to be con- 
veyed on board their (liips. No fuch thing however could be found ; but 
luckily for them this raft at length prefented itfclf, on which they refolved 
to truft themfelves.” By good fortune, they arrived fafe among their com- 
panions, before their enemies had fo far recovered from their panic, as ta 
think of cutting off their retreat. 

I cannot now afeertain the number of feamen killed in this expedition, 
but by the books of the hofpital, it appeared that twenty-five were wounded ; 
among whom was Mr. Edward Roberts, a young gentleman of the JJle of 
Wight, who ferved as midlhipman on board tlie Kent, and /was fo much 
hurt by a mufket-ball he received in his hand, as to be obliged to have it 
taken off, and was in great danger of his life for fome time afterwards. 
The admiral being informed of his misfortune, of the intrepidity he had 
Ihewn in the aiffion, and of his rnanly refolution at the time of the am- 
putation, fent him a meffage by me, defiring him to keep up his fpirits, 
and that for his good behaviour, he would foon make him a lieutenant. 

I'his 
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This promife Mr. Watfon tnoft punftually fulfilled, by giving him a 
commifllon, dated January 17 sy*. Mr. Hamilton, another brave young 
gentleman, a midihipman alfo of the Kent, was killed upon the fpot. 
Mr. Owen and Mr. Samble, midlhipmen of the ‘Tyger, were wounded, but 
not mortally. And in confequence of tliis expedition to lloughky, though 
not by the fhot of the enemy. Lieutenant James goddam of the Kent, loll 
his life :/he was a mod amiable young gentleman in every refpeft, and lb 
nicely fcrupulous of his honour, that when the expedition took place, he 
carefully concealed from the admiral’s knowledge an indifpofition which 
he had laboured under for fome days, and chearfully fee off with the 
armament from Calcutta ; but through the great fatigue he undi rwent 
when the Bridgewater ran afliore, his difeafe, which was a Diarrhoa and 
fever, fo much increafed, that it became ablblutely neceffary for Captain 
Smith to fend him back to the hofpital. He was received there on the 
iith, and died the 1 6th of greatly lamented by all his acquaint- 

ance, who refpefled him not lei's for his focial than his military virtues. 
Lieutenant John Clerke, (a fenfible and gallant young officer, a great 
favourite of the admiral’s, and who from his earlieil youth had been bred 
up at fea under him) had a very narrow efcape in this expedition, from 
a mufket-ball which entered at the fore-part of the crown of his hat, and 
went through it, but did him no kind of harm. Mr. Pye, Itorekeeper to 
the fquadron, who went a volunteer to Houghley with his friend Captain 
Speke, was very near lofing his life ; a bullet from the enemy went through 
the breaft of a failor, and killed him on the fpot, as he was walking clofc 
by Mr. Pye’s fide. 

Soon after the redudlion of Houghley, the admiral difpatchcd Captain 
Richard King in a fioop of 60 tons, to England, with an account of our 
fortunate proceedings thus far-, and preparations were made for carrying 
the war as far as Dacca, by another brancli of the river : had this expedi- 
tion taken place, doubtlefs it would have been attended with fuccefs, and 
confequently we ffiould have been put in poffeffion of an immenfe treafurc ; 
for here were no Dutchmen to counteraft us in fecuring the perfons, and 
fecreting the effefls of our enemies. But our attention was called off 
from this very defirable and tempting objeft, by the alarming intelligence 
we received, that the Nabob, incenfed at the lofs of all his late conquclls, 
and alarmed at the rapidity of ours, had railed a formidable army, and 
was marching at the head (if it from his capital Muxadabad towards 
Calcutta, fully determined to drive the E^nglijh out of all Iiis territories, and 
take ample vengeance for the difgraces we had brought ujxtn him. 


* 7'his gallant officer remained in the Eajl Indus after the author left that country, and 
ferved with great honour in all the fea engagements which happened between the Englifi and 
French fleets under the command of Admiral, now Sir George Pocock, 

V 2 
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On our taking of Heughley, and burning the granaries, the Nabob thought 
■ proper to take fome notice of Admiral JVatfon'i letter to him on his arrival 
ztFu 1 ta\ an<| the following is a tranflation of the letter itnt hy Serajab 
Dowlab to the admiral j daxsA January 23d, 1757. 

*• YOU write me, that the king your matter fent you into InMa to pro- 
teft the company’s fcttlements, trade, rights, and privileges: the inftant 
I received that letter, I fent you an anfwer * 1 but it appears to me that 
my reply never reached you, for which reafon I write again. I mutt inform 
you that Roger Drake^ the company’s chief in Bengal^ afted contrary to 
the orders I fent him, and encroached upon my authority : he gave pro- 
teittion to the king’s fubjefts, who abfented themfelves from the infpeftion 
of the Durbar -f-, which praftice 1 did forbid j but to no purpofe. On this 
account I was determined to punilh him, and accordingly expelled him 
my country. But it was my inclination to have given the EngUJh company 
permiflion to have carried on their trade as formerly, had another chief been 
lent here. . For the good therefore of thefe provinces, and the inhabitants, 
I fend you this letter ; and if you are inclined to re-eftablifli the company, 
only appoint a chief, and you may depend upon my giving currency to 
their commerce, upon the fame terms they heretofore enjoyed : If the 
EngtiJIo behave themfelves like merchants, and follow my orders, they may 
rett aflured of my favour, protedion, and attittance. 

If you imagine that by carrying on a war against me, you can 

ESTABLISH A TRADE IN THESE DOMINIONS, YOU MAY DO AS YOU THINK 
FIT X- 

The Have of Allum-gueer, king of Tndojian, the mighty Conqueror, the 
Lamp of Riches, Shab Kuly Khan., the moft valiant among warriors.” 


To this letter, the admiral fent the following anfwer, dated 27 th of 
January, 1757. 

“ YOUR letter of the 23d of this month 1 this day received. It has 
given me the greateft pleafure, as it informs me you had written to me 
before ; a circumftance I am glad to be aflured of under your hand, as the 
not anfwering my letter, would have been fuch an affront as I could not 
have put up with unnoticed, without incurring the anger of the king my 
matter. 


• This affertion was never credited. + The court or levee of the Nabob. 

f This paragraph, printed in Small Capitals, was written with the Nabob's own 
hand; and the Reader is defired to obferve, that in the feveral letters which paiTed between 
the Admiral and Nabob, here inferred, what was written by themfelves is thus diftinguilhed. 

You 
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You tell me in yoilr letter, that the reafon of your expelling the Englijh 
out of thefe countries, was the bad behaviour of Mr. Drake, the company’s 
chief in Bengal. But bcfides, that princes, and rulers of ftates, not feeing 
with their own eyes, nor hearing with their own ears, are often mifinformed, 
and the truth kept from them by the arts of crafty and wicked men 5 was 
it becoming the juttice of a prince to punilh all for one man’s fake ? Or 
to ruin and deftroy fo many innocent people, as had no way offended, but 
who, relying on the faith of the royal Phirmaund*, expeded protection and 
fecurity both to their property and lives, inftead of opprelfion and murder, 
which they unhappily found ? Are thefe aClions becoming the juftice 
of a prince ? Nobody will fay they are. They can only then have been 
caufed by wicked men, who have mifreprefented things to you through 
malice, or for their own private ends *, for great princes delight in afts of 
juftice, and in fhewing mercy. 

If therefore you are defirous of meriting the fame of a great prince and 
lover of juftice, fhew your abhorrence of thefe proceedings, by punifhing 
thofe evil couniellors who advifed them *, caufe fatisfaflion to be made to 
the company, and to all others who have been deprived of their property i 
and by thefe aCls turn off the edge of the fword which is ready to fall on 
the heads of your fubjeCls. 

If you have any caufe of complaint againft Mr. Drake, as it is but juft 
the mafter alone fhould have a power over his fervant; fend your com- 
plaints to the company, and I will anfwer for it, they will give you fatif- 
faClion. 

Although I am a soldier as well as you, I had rather receive 

SATISFACTION FROM YOUR OWN INCLINATION TO DO JUSTICE, THAN BE 
OBLIGED TO I’ORCE IT FROM YOU BY THE DISTRESS OF YOUR INNOCENT 
SUBJECTS.” 


The Nabob being determined by all means to extirpate the Englijh, took 
no notice of this letter, till he had colleded together his forces, and 
began his march towards us, when the admiral received from him the 
following. 

“ YOU have taken, and plundered INughley, and made war upon my 
fubjefts : thefe are not actions becoming merchants ! I have therefore 
left Mmadabad, and am arrived near Hougbley •, I am likewife crofting tlie 
river with my army, part of which is advanced towards your camp. Never- 
thelefs, if you have a mind to have the company’s bufinefs fettled upon its 
ancient footing, and to give a currency to their trade ; fend a perfon of con- 
fidence to me, who can make your demands, and treat with me upon this 

* Phirmaundat Pirmaun, a grant or decree of the Mogul or emperor ; bat commonly ufed 
in Bengal for the patent of the emperor Furrukb/eer which granted to the Englijh fcveral im- 
portant privileges. . 

affair. 


4 



[ IIO ] 

1757. affair. I lliall not fcruplc to grant a Perwannah'^ for tTie reflitution of all the 
company’s faftories, and permit them to trade in my country upon the fame 
terms as formerly. If the Englijh^ who are fettled in thofe provinces, will 
behave like merchants, obey my orders, and give me no offence, you may 
depend upon it, I will take their Ioffes into confideration, and adjiift matters 
to their latisfadion. You know how difficult it is to prevent foldiers 
from plundering in war; therefore if you will on your parts relinquifh 
fomething of the damages you have fuflained by being pillaged by my 
army, I will endeavour to give you fatisfaftion even in fhat particular, in 
order to gain your friendfhip, and preferve a good unJerifanding for the 
future with your nation. Yon are a Chriftian^ and know how much prefer- 
able it is to accommodate a difpute, than to keep it alive ; but if you are 
determined to facrifice the intereft of your company, and the good of 
private merchants, to your inclinations for war, it is no fault of mine : to 
prevent the fatal confequenccs of fuch a ruinous war, I write this letter.” 

The Nabob waited not for a reply, but advanced with his forces, which 
confided of I 8,000 horfe and 1 5,000 foot, 10,000 pioneers, and about 40,000 
Cooleys^ horfekeepers, cooks, Baxar- 7 nen^ &c. 50 elephants, and 40 pieces of 
cannon ; and yet, infinitely inferior as our troops were in number to this vaft 
multitude, being but 711 Europeans in battalion, about 100 artillery, 1300 
Sepoys^ with 14 field pieces 6 pounders, befides the cannon on our batteries," 
they placed fuch confidence in the good fortune and abilities of their com- 
mander, that they did not in the lead hefitate to abide the attack. Agree- 
able to this relblution, the colonel formed his camp on a fpot of ground 
near the river, about four miles to the northward of Calcutta^ between it and 
the Nabob's army : indeed Calcutta was then not defenfible, the fort had no 
ditch, its badions did not deferve the name, and there were houfes fo near 
the fort as to command the few fortifications it had-f. 

On the 2d of February^ the admiral by invitation dined with the colonel 
in his camp •, but they had not finidied their meal, before the Nabob's army 
appeared in view, marching at about a mile didance from them, in the 
way towards Calcutta. The admiral foon took his leave of the gentlemen of 
the army, and returned in his boat to Calcutta^ to give the enemy a proper 
reception, fliould they attempt to recover the fort*, one or two of their fcouting 
parties fired at him as he paffed down the river. The fame evening, the 
colonel marched out of the camp with a detachment of men and fix field 
pieces two miles towards tlie enemy, and drew up oppofite to their line of 
march. A cannonade prefently began between him and the Nabob., (who 
fired from 10 pieces of cannon, fome of them 32 pounders) and which con- 

* An order or grant. 

4 While the colonel was in fearch of a proper place for an encampment, a wild buffalo ran 
at his guard ; and although the Sf/iej it attacked, difeharged his niu/ket ball into its body, 
and received it on his bayonet, yet the creature killed the man, and made off’. The wild 
buffaloes are here very large ; they exceed the largeft ox in England^ and have legs remarkably 
thick and llrong: their horns lie on their back as they walk, their head being in an horizontal 
poilurc ; but when they feed, their horns ftandere^t. 


tinued 
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tinued till it was quite- dark, when the colonel perceiving that nothing of ’757* 
confequence could be gained by it, ordered his men to defift, and to return 
to their camp. In this little affair, we had a few men killed, and among 
the wounded were Captain Nicholas IVeller of the king’s regiment, and 
Captain Frafer of the company’s troops. 

The following day, Meffrs. Waljh and Scrafton, in confequence of a pro- 
pofal made by the Nabobs that two proper perfons might he fent to him to 
treat of a peace, were difpatched with the admiral’s and colonel’s demands. 

But thefe gentlemen, inftead of meeting with him at the place he himfclf 
had appointed, were conducted to Omichund's garden, which lies within the 
bound-ditch of Calcutta^ and which he had now fixed upon for his head 
quarters. His army was encamped on a plain about 4 miles to the ealt- 
ward of the town, and now between it and our army. They did not fail to 
exprefs their furprize to the Nabob at not finding him at the place of his 
own appointment, and to wliich they had been diredled to repair, by their 
principals -, adding that they very much doubted whether it was in their 
power to treat with him in any other place. After entering however a 
little upon the bufinefs tliat brought them thither, they foon found from 
his converfation, that his intention was only to amufe; they therefore 
preffed for a permiffion to leave him, and prefently after withdrew. He 
referred them, for a farther explanation of his fentiments, to one of his 
principal agents, wlio was a Scraf or Banker ; but as foon as Meffrs. W'alfl} 
and Scrafton could get from him, they thought it prudent (for fear of any 
treachery) to put out their light, and then made the belt of their way to the 
colonel at his camp. 

As foon as the colonel had been acquainted with the iffue of their nego- 
tiation, he came to an immediate refolution of attacking the Nabob in his 
camp that very night. For this purpofe, he difpatched away an exprefs to 
the admiral, acquainting him with his defign, and defiring him to ftrengthen 
his little army with a reinforcement of Tailors. Orders were accordingly 
iffued to the feveral captains of the fquadron to fend their proportion 
of officers and failors for this fervice, all volunteers, and who made 
up a body of five hundred and fixty-nine men. They had orders to 
proceed immediately by water to the camp, under the command of Captain 
Fhomas Warrick of the Thunder bomb-ketch, and they joined the colonel 
about two in the morning, whofe troops were already under arms. Captain 
Warrick with his reinforcement was ordered to attend and guard the train 
of artillery, which confiiled of fix field-pieces and one cohorn. Soon after- 
wards they marched off the ground in the following order : The king’s 
and company’s granadiers in the front; the failors with the train next -, then 
followed the battalion -, and the Sepoys brought up the rear. At three, 
the colonel altered his difpofition, and marched the battalion before the 
train. In this order they went on unperceived till day-break, (having Mr. 

Amyatt^ one of the council, ai.d a black man, for their guides.; About 
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1757 ' o’clock they got over the trenches into Nabob's camp, and then 

began firing away on all fides, making their way quite through the camp, 
and killing great numbers of the enemy. Unfortunately, there was at that 
time one of thofe remarkable thick fogs, which at certain leafons of the 
year prevail in Bengal, and render objeds at the.diftance of two or three 
yards as invifible as in the darkeft night; by this the guides miftook their 
way, and inrtead of going on to the Nabob's head quarters, as the colonel 
intended, they turned too much to the left, and led the troops without the 
Bungelo ditch, behind which the enemy had entrenched tliemfelves. This 
miftake in all probability faved the Nabob's whole army from an entire 
defeat •, it is certain, that it made the colonel’s viftory much lefs complete 
than it otherwife would have been *, for as the day advanced, and the fog 
difperfed, he could not think of renewing the adtion by attacking the enemy 
again with his fmall body of forces, fecured as they were behind a ftrong 
intrenchment made fome years before by the Englifl} for the defence of 
Calcutta againft the Maharattas. He therefore drew off his little army, and 
gaining a pafs over the intrenchment about a mile from the place of aflion, 
advanced amidft a brifle cannonading on both fides towards Calcutta, where 
the army arrived about noon. 

We loft upwards of fifty men in this aftion ; a platoon of the company’s 
grenadiers being blown up before day by a Ihower of the enemies arrows 
with fire-rockets falling upon them, which fet fire to the powder that they 
carried in their pockets. Captain Pye, and Captain Bridges, (the laft of 
whom was alfo Colonel Clive's fecretary) were killed early in the morning. 
Lieutenant Lutwidge * of the Salijbury was mortally wounded, and about 
1 5 other feamen loft their lives. The carriages of two pieces of our 
cannon which were in the rear of the army, breaking, we were obliged to 
leave them behind. 

We had various accounts of the number killed in the Nabob's army in 
this adion. A Brahmin, who was in his camp foon afterwards, aflured us, 
that he had 1300 men killed and wounded. Among the former, were 
two of his principal generals, 22 captains, ^c. Five hundred horfes were 
alfo killed, and three or four elephants. So great a flaughter however was 
made among them, as to alarm the Nabob, and fill his mind with continual 
apprehenftons of being foon attacked again. For the colonel, prefently 
after his return to Cmutta, by a very fpirited and excellent manceuvre, 
at five the fame afternoon took pofleflion of his former camp, and like a 
heavy cloud, feemed to hang over the Nabob's army, ready to burft upon 
it. This timorous Barbarian therefore, for fear of a fecond furprize, 
kept his troops under arms the whole night. 

• Mr. LutvriJge was one of thofe many fpirited young gentlemen who went in Admiral 
Wat/on's fqnad^n to the Ea^ ItiJiti, and who were often julUy denominated the flower of 
the navys ne died at lick quarters the 10th of March, of the wound he received. 

Immediately 
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Immediately after the ftorming of the Nahob\ camp, the admiral wrote 
the following letter to him, dated February 6, 1757. 


^ 757 * 


THE letter, which you will receive with this, was written the day 
before yelterday * 5 but before that I could get it tranflated into the Pcrftan 
language in order to its being fent to you, I was informed by Colonel 
Clive^ that you had treated his deputies with difrelpeft, and that you was 
within the bounds of Calcutta^ from which you had refufed to retire. 

Evidences fo full and pofitivc, of your bad intentions towards us, that 
however ftrong my inclinations might be towards peace, I could no longer 
entertain any rcalbnable hopes of feeing it accompliflied. 1 therefore dc- 
fired Colonel Clive to fhew you what an army of Englijhmen was capable of 
doing, that before it was too late you might agree to the propofals, which 
would be made to yon. He yielded to my defire, and marched through 
your whole camp, as if it had not been filled with armed men *, after which 
he returned to his own, where he will remain yet a little while, in hopes 
of feeing you accede to the reafonable propofals, which are now oftered to 
you for the laft time, from the fecret committee. If you are wife, you will 
grant them the juftice that is their due; othervvife, the fword is going to be 
drawn that never will be flreathed again.” 


♦ The inclofed letter, was as follows : 

“ THE letter which you fent me in anfwer to my reply to your former letter, I received 
the day before yefterday. But as I was fitting down to write an anfwer to it, intelligence 
was brought me, that part of your army had entered Calcutta, and that the remainder was 
advancing in great hallc towards our camp. I had no fooner heard thefe things, than looking 
towards the town, the fmoke and flames which 1 faw afeending from it, confirmed their trutli. 
Wherefore, from fiich appearances, looking upon all treating as at an end, 1 gave over the 
thoughts of writing. Since this, I hear from Colonel CIrve that you have again made offers 
of treating, and that in confequence thereof he has fent to you MefTrs. Waljh and Scrafton 
with propofals of accommodation ; a proof fo demonftrative of our pacific inclinations, 
that nothing can be added to it. For my own particular fentiments, if you will look 
back upon my letters, you will find that they always propofed amicable methods; and iny 
actions have always correfponded with them, for it was not till after defpairing of peace, 
by having no anfwers to my letters, that I could prevail on myfelf to commit any hollilities ; 
to which i was always fo averfe, that even in the midft of vidlory, I llopt fhort to lifteu to 
the voice of peace. I am flill inclined to it, notwithftanding the little profped of its taking 
place. However, to take away all blame from me, both in the eyes of God and man, and 
to convince tlie world how much rather I wifli to fbe the happinefs of mankind than their 
mifery, I write this. 

If you really and fincerely mean to treat of peace, liflen to the propofals which will be 
made by the gentlemen who are now v/ith you. They afk nothing but juftice, nor mean 
any thing more than the mutual good of both nations. Jf you refufe it, remember, that 
princes are only placed at the head of mankind to procure their happinefs ; and that they 
muft one day give a very fevere account, if through ambition, revenge, or avarice, they fail 
in their duty. I have done mine in giving you my advice.” 

Q. 


The 
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The day following, the Nahoi naade overtures for a peace, and drew off 
his forces, and began his march back to his capital Mumdabad and on 
the 9th of February the following letter was received by the admiral, with 
the treaty of peace. 


The Nabob to the Admiral. 

“ THE coloners letter I have received, with the agreement of the 
governor and council figned and fealed. He defires me tp get the articles 
of the treaty now made, ratified by my great men and principal officers. 
I have complied with his requeft : it will be proper liltjewiie for you and 
the colonel on one part, and myfelf on the other, to execute an agreement, 
that hoftilities between us flhall ceafe ; that the Englijh will always remain 
my friends and allies v and that they will affift me againft my enemies. For 
this purpofe, I fend a perfon of diftindion and confidence who will fpcak 
at large the fentiments of my heart, and I hope you will inform him of 
your difpofition towards me. The articles which were fent to me, I have 
returned, figned by myfelf, the king’s Duan, my own Duan., and thcBukhpi 
of my army. 1 Ihould be glad if you would confirm this treaty by a paper 
under your hand and feal, as the colonel has done, I have in the moll 
Iblemn manner called God and the Prophets to witnefs, that I have made 
peace with the Englijh. As long as I have life I (hall efteem your enemies 
as enemies to me, and will affift you to the utmoft of my power whenever 
you require it. Do you likewife, and the colonel, and chiefs of the 
Englijh fadory fwear in the prefence of the Almighty God to obferve and 
perform your part of the treaty, and to efteem my enemies as your own, 
and always be ready to give me your affiftance againft them : and though 
you may not come yourfelf, I flatter myfelf you will fend the aid I fhall at 
any time alk for. God is die witnefs between us in this treaty. 

GOD AND HIS PROPHETS are witnesses, that I NEVER WILL DEVI- 
ATE FROM THE TERMS OF THE TREATY I HAVE NOW MADE WITH THE 
ENGLISH COMPANY,' AND THAT I WILL ON ALL OCCASIONS S-HEW THEM 
WY FAVOUR, RELYING ON YOWR FAITH TO OBSERVE INVIOLABLY YOUR PART 
QM THE TREATY. 

Articles aaeded. io,^gmd and Jealed by Nabob, 9th of F^ruary, 1757. 

L Wliaficver rights and privileges the king hath granted to the Englijh 
company in the Phirmaunds * and Hujbalhookums -f- fent from Delhi, mall 
not be difputed, or taken from them, and the immunities therein mentioned 
ftand good and he acknowledged. Whatever villages are given by the 
Phirmaunds to the company, (ball likewife be granted, notwithftanding they 

• Patents or papers Ggned by the Mog»l, 

•fl Papeis figned by the Vi'xir, 

have 
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liave 'been denied them by Former Souhabiars^ but the Zemindars of thefe 
villages are not to be hurt or difplaced without caufe. 

I do agree to the terms of the Phirmaund. 

II. All goods pairing and repairing through the country by land or 
water in Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa with Englijh Duftucks, lhall be exempt 
from any tax, fee or impofuion from Choguedarsy Gaulivahs, Zemindars*, 
or any others. 

/ agree to this. 

III. All the company’s fa<9:ories fciased by xht Naheh lhall be returned. 
All the money, goods and effeds belonging to the company, their fervants 
and tenants, and which have been fcized and taken by the Nabob, lhall be 
reftorcd. What has been plundered and pillaged by his people llia'U be 
made good by the payment of fuch a fum ctf moneyas his jufticc lhall think 
reafonablc. 

I agree to rejlore whatever has been feized and taken by my orders, and 
accounted for in my Sincany f . 

IV. That we have permiHion to fortify Calcutta in fuch a manner ai 
we think proper without interruption. 

I confent to it. 

V. That we lhall have liberty to coin Siccas both of gold and lilver, 
of equal weight and finenel's to thofe of Muxadabad, which lhall pafs cur- 
rent in the province, and that there be no demand made for a deduction 
of Batta. 

I confent to the Englifh con^any's coining their own Bullio n into 
Siccas. 

VI. That the treaty lhall be ratified by figning, lealing, and fwcaring 
in the prefence of God and his Prophets to abide by the articles therein 
contained, not only by the Nabob, but his principal officers and minifters. 

7 have feakd and Jigned the articles in the prefence of God and bit 
Prophets. 

VII. That Admiral Charles Watfon and Colonel Robert Clive, on the part and 
behalf of the Englifh nation and of the company, do agree to live in a good un* 
derftanding with xksnNciioh, to put an end to the troubles, and be in friend: 

* Officers bclongbg to the cuftoms and revanucs. 

t Government books. ’ 

0^2 lliip 
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1757 * ^'P whilft thefe articles are obferved and performed by tho 

Nabob. 

I have fignei and fealed the foregoing articles upon thefe terms, that if 
the governor and council willjign and feal them with the company's feal, and 
will fwear to the performance on their part, I then confent and agree to 
them. 

Then followed the Nabob’s feal, and Mcer f offer and Rajah Dullub, two 
of his general oiEcers, alfo underfigned it. 


fhe Governor and Council's agreement with the Nabob of Bengal. 

“We the Englifo Eaji India company, in the prefence of his Excellency 
the Nabob Mtinferood Muluk Serajab Dowlah, Soubahdar of the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, by the hands and feal of the council, do agree 
and promife in the moft folemn manner, that the bufinefs of the company’s 
factories, which are in the jurifdidtion of the Nabob, fliall be tranfafted 
as formerly ; that we will never do violence to any perfons without caufe ; 
that we will never offer protedlion to any perfons having accounts with the 
government, to any of the king’s Fuluckdars or Zemindars, to any mur- 
therers or robbers, nor will ever aft contrary to the tenor of the articles 
granted by the Nabob •, we will carry on our trade in the former channel^ 
and never in any refpeft deviate from this agreement.” 

The admiral alfo made the following return to the Nabob, 

“ I received the letter, you have done me the honour to write me, by 
Runjel Roy, who has given me the greateft fatisfaftion by acquainting 
me with your good difpofition towards our nation, and your fmccre defire 
to live with us in the ftrifteft terms of friendlhip and alliance. 

Before this letter can come to your hands, he will have made known to 
you, how much I agree in the fame fentiments ; the fincerity of which I hope 
every day to manifeft more and more, that you may be thereby convinced 
how much the Englijb have been wronged by thofe who have reprefented 
them to you, as an ambitious, troublefome* people. I truft you will live to 
fee by their conduft henceforward, that their charafter is the very reverfe ; 
and that there’is not in the world a more peaceable people, when not op- 
preffed -, although I confefs there are none more ready to draw the fword, 
when greatly injured. 

The paper of agreement to the treaty on my part, I fend you herewith,- 
done in the manner you defired it, figned with my hand and fealed 
with my feal. And I call upon the Almighty, whom we both worlhip, 
to bear witnefs againft and punifh me, if I ever fail in obferving to the 

utmofti 
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wtmoft of my power, every part of the treaty, coneludcd between yourfclf 
and the Englifi) nation, fo long as you lhall faithfully obferve your part, 
which I make no doubt will be as long as you have life. What can I add 
more ? but my wiflies, that your life may be long, and crowned with all 
manner of profperity.” 

“ I Charles Watfon, ^c. &c. in the name of his Britannic majefly, and in 
the prefence of God and Jefus Chrijl, do folemnly declare, that I will fiiih- 
fully obferve and maintain the peace concluded on the 9th of February, 
1757, between the Souhahdar, iyc. and the EngliJlj, in every part and 
article thereof. And that fo long as the Soubabilar, &e. fliall abide by his 
promifes, and the articles figned by him, 1 will always look upon his 
enemies as the enemies of my nation, and when called upon, will grant him 
all the affiftance in my power.” 

The Soubahdar or Nabob, on the ratification of the treaty, fent the ufual 
prefeat to the admiral, governor, and colonel; to each an elephant, a drefs 
or veil, and liead jewel, and whicli were received by the governor and colonel as 
reprefentatives of the company ; but Mr. IVaifon, as reprefentative of the 
king, refufed to accept tlie prefent. However, he received the Nabob's 
officers who brought them, in a very polite manner on board the Kent, and 
difplayed to them his lower tier of 32 pounders, of which they made a 
dreadful report to ti.eir mailer, who not conceiving any great liking to his 
new friends, continued his march with all haile to the capital, hapj ily 
for his fiffijefls fonirwhat humbled by his late defeat. Mr. IVatts, one of 
the council, being well verfed in the country language, and in their politics 
and cuftoms, accompanied the Nabob to attend the fulfilling of the 
treaty *. 

Mr. Watts carried with him the following letter from the admiral to the 
Nabob, dated the t6th oi February 1757. 

“ O MICHUND has informed me of the particulars you was plcafed 
to inflruft him with. 'I'he advice you have received of a fleet of French 
men of war, and a large land army under the command of Monfr. BuJJy, 
being in their way to thefe province.s, I believe is true ; I have likewife 
heard that they are coming liere to commit hollilities againfl us. In regard 
to your defire, that I would do all in my power to prevent their coming 
into thefe territories ; you may allure yourfclf, I will ufe rny bell endeavours 
to prevent it, in order to manifefl my friendlliip for you. A requeft of this 
nature I flaall always take pleafure in granting, and by my readinefs to 
comply with your defire, you will be fufficiently convinced of the fincerity 
of my friendfhip and efteem, and be fatisfied with my adlions. What has 
been clcllroyed and ruined by your anger and refentment, I trull will again 


Scrafton’i refleflions on the government of Indojlan. 
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1757. flourifh under your favour and protedion. Mr. Watts is now fcnt' to wart 
upon you, in behaif of the governor and council, and I flirtter myfelf you 
will confcnt to the petitions he may have to make 


Thus by the fpirited and gallant behaviour of the two Engltjh command- 
ers, the affairs of the company, which a few months before leemed verging 
on inevitable ruin, were not only quite retrieved, but put upon a firmer 
and better footing than ever; and the treaty would have been yet more 
advantageous than it was, had not the admiral and colonel, juft at the time of 
drawing it, received intelligence of a war with which was foon after- 

wards fully confirmed by the arrival of Commodore James -f- in the Re- 
venge \ and the French garrifon at Chandernagore 'n&s Well known to confift 
of 500 Europeans and more than a 1000 Sepoys^ which if they had then 
joined the Nabob, muft have probably terminated in our company’s ruin. 
Confidering all circumftances, the treaty was honourable and advantageous 
for us, and the Nabob was in fome meafure punifhed for thofe unheard of 
cruelties which he had fo wantonly exercifed againft many innocent indi- 
viduals %. 

As foon as all difficulties with the Indians were thus happily removed, 
the next objeft that naturally prefented itfelf, was the reducing the French 
power in this province. The committee indeed, who had the direflion of 
the company’s affairs in Bengal, took care to reprefent to the admiral, that 
as a peace had been concluded with the Nabob, this was the only opportu- 
nity he perhaps might ever meet with for afling offenfively againft the 
French, from whofe councils, great evils were ftill to be expefted. 

The admiral, who plainly faw the force of this reafoning, moft readily 
came into the propofal ; and nothing would have prevented his immediately 
commencing hoftilities againft the French, had not fome gentlemen of that 
nation arrived at this time from Chandernagore with frefh propofals for a 
neutrality. Thefe were thought fo reafonable by many gentlemen of our 
company’s council, that for a while matters ftood in a ftate of fufpence, and 


• Thefe were for his consent to our attacking the French. 

+ Mr. Jameit arrival in the Gemgts, was very opportune, not only en aocotmt of the 
certain intelligence of the war with France, but by bringing with him in his own Ihip and 
two tranfports, a detachment of joo men, which enabled us immediately to a£l offenfively 
agaiiifl the French. His great merit in undertaking, and unremitting perfcverance in accom- 
pTifhing, the paifage round from JSamiay in that uncommon late feafon of the year, ought ahb 
to be particularly noticed ; as well as bis taking on the paffage Vlnetien, a French lodiaman, 
laden with warlike flores and provlfions for the French fquadrun then at the ifland of Mauri- 
tius, which greatly diftrelTed them, and retarded their operations. 

J Upon the ratification of the treaty with the Nabob, the admiral fent home Captain 
Warrick with expreffes of intelligence to the Secretary of Sute and the Admiralty. 

7 nothing 
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notliifl^ was talked of b«t a treaty of peace and amity between the two 1757. 
nations in Bengal. At length, the following fuggeftion arofe : “ Whether 
the government of Cbandernagore, (being fubordinate to that at Pondicherry) 
had in themlelves fufficient authority to ntake the treaty valid, Ihould the 
prefidency at Panduhtrry chance to difapprove of their proceedings.” This 
llogle queftion put an end to all thoughts of a neutrality j for as the French 
deputies, upon its being put to them, did not prefumc to aiifwer in the 
affirmative, and as it was by this time Itnown that war had adually been 
declared between tho two nations in Europe., the admiral came to a relolu- 
tion of breaking off the negotiation. Accordingly he, on the part of his 
niajcfty, and the committee, on that of the Englifi Eaft Lidia company, 
entered into an agreement for attacking Chandernagore, the principal I'ettle- 
ment of xht Freucb in this part of ihtlndiesy and ftrongly garriloned. The 
fort was a regular fquare, about three quarters of a mile in circumference, 
with 4 baflions, each mounting 16 guns, befides fome on the curtain, and a 
battery of 4 pieces of cannon on the top of a church. There was a dry 
fofle round the three Tides to the land, with a glacis of about 40 yards. At 
the northward port was a ravelin mounting 5 guns, and oppofite the port 
towards the water fide was a mud battery of 6 guns which flanked down 
the river. 

The expedition would have taken place in a few days, had not the Nabob 
interpofed: as early as the 19th of February., he fent the following letter 
to the admiral. 

“TO put an end to the hoftilitics in my country and dominions, I 
confented and agreed to the treaty of peace with the Englijhy that trade and 
commerce might be carried on as formerly j to which treaty you have agreed, 
and a firm accommodation between us is fettled and eftablilhed : you have 
iikewife fent me an agreement, under your own hand and feal, not to diftiirb 
the tranquility of my country j but it now appears that you have a defign 
to befiege the French faftory near Houghley., and to commence hoftilitics 
againfl: that nation. This is contrary to all rule and cuftom, that you Ihould 
bring your animofities and differences into my country ; for it has never 
been known fince the days of 'Timur, that the Europeans made war upon 
one another within the king’s dominions. If you are determined to befiege 
the French faftorics, I fliall be neceffitated in honour and duty to my king, to 
aflift them with my troops. You feem inclined to break the treaty fo 
lately concluded between us ; formerly the Mabarattas infefted thefe domi- 
nions, and for many years harraffed the country with war, but when the 
difpute was accommodated, and a treaty of peace with that people con- 
cluded, they never broke, nor will they ever deviate from, the terms of the 
laid treaty. It is a wrong and wicked prafticc, to break through and pay 
no regard to treaties macle in the moft folemn manner ; you. arc certainly 
bound to abide by your part of the treaty ftriftly, and never to attempt or 
be the occafion of any troubles or difturbances in future within the provinces 

under 



T 120 ] 

^757- tinder my jurifdidVion. I will on my part obferve moft punctually what I 
^ have promifed and confented to. 

I WILL MAINTAIN AND PRESERVE ON MY PART THE TREATY OF PEACE 
I HAVE MADE WITH THE ENGLISH, WHICH WITH THE PERMISSION OF 
God I HOPE WILL continue for EVER. You MAY HAVE HEARD, THAT 
FOR SEVEN YEARS, WE HAD CONSTANT WARS WITH THE MAHA- 
RATTA’s, BUT WHEN A TREATY OF PEACE WAS CONCLUDED WITH THEM, 
THEY STRICTLY OBSERVED THE TERMS, AND NEVER DEVIATED FROM THEM. 
It is BUT JUST AND REASONABLE THAT YOUR NATION SHOULD PAY RE- 
GARD TO THE LATE TREATY, AND COMMIT NO HOSTILITIES IN MY COUN- 
TRY, NOR DISTURB ITS TRANQHILITY WITH ANY DIFFERENCES, THAT MAY 
SUBSIST BETWEEN YOU AND OTHER EUROPEAN POWERS.. 


To this, the Admiral fent the following reply, dated the 2ifl: of Fe- 
bruary^ lysy* 

YOUR letter of the 19th, I was honoured v/ith this morning, and 
obferve that you difapprove of our committing hoftilities againft the French 
fettled in thcfc provinces. Had I imagined it would have given you any 
umbrage, I fliould never have entertained the lead thoughts of difturbing 
the tranquility of your country, by acling againft that nation within the 
Ganges and am now ready to dcfift from attacking their factory, or commit- 
ting other hoftilities againft them in thefe provinces, if they will confent and 
agree to a folid treaty of neutrality *, and if you as Scuhahdar of Bengal will 
under your hand guarantee this treaty, and promile to protect the Englijh 
from any attempts made by that nation againft our fettlements during my 
abfence. I am perfuaded you have heard of no people in the world who 
pay a ftriCler regard to their word, and to the faith of treaties, than the 
Englijh *, and I do fincerely allure you, that I will inviolably preferve the 
peace we have concluded with you, and 1 dare anfwer for the colonel and 
the company’s reprefentatives, that they will not attempt to infringe any 
part of it. 

I HAVE RATIFIED THE LATE TREATY BETWEEN Y"OU AND THE EN- 
GLISH WITH MY HAND AND SEAL; AND 1 NOW REPEAT MY ASSU- 
RANCES, MADE IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND OF JESUS CHRIST, 
THAT I WILL MAINTAIN AND PRESERVE INVIOLABLY MY PART OF THE 
SAID TREATY, NOT DOUBTING OF YOUR SINCERITY IN PERFORMING SUCH 
ARTICLES AS YOU HAVE CONSENTED TO. I LIKEWISE PROMISE THAT I 
WILL NOT DISTURB THE TRANQUILITY OF YOUR COUNTRY, BY COM- 
MITTING ANY HOSTILITIES AGAINST THE FRENCH, PROVIDED YOU WILL 
BE ANSWERABLE FOR THEIR OBSERVANCE OF A STRICT NEUTRALITY 
WITH US.” 


The 



C MI ] 

Tht French^ by the prevailing power of corruption, had gained fome of 1757.' 
the courtiers, and they fo influenced the Nabobs that without waiting for v--« 
the above anfwer to his letter of the 19th, on the 20th he fent another let- 
ter to the admiral. 

« the letter I wrote to you yefterday, I imagine you have received •, 
fince which I have been informed by the French Vackeel that five or fix 
additional fliips of war have arrived in the river, and that more are ex- 
pefted. He reprefents likewife, that you defign commencing hoftilitics 
againft me and my fubjefts again, as foon as the rains are over. This is 
notafting agreeable to the charaflerof a true foldier, and a man of honour, 
who never violated their words. If you are fincere in the treaty concluded 
with me, fend your fliips of war out of the river, and abide ftedfaftly by 
your agreement I will not fail in the obfervance of the treaty on my part. 

Is it becoming or honeft to begin a war, after concluding the peace fo 
lately and folemnly The Maharattas are bound by no gofpel., yet they are 
ftridl obfervers of treaties. It will therefore be matter of great aftonifliment, 
and hard to be believed, if you, who arc enlightened with the gofpel, Ihould 
not remain firm, and preferve the treaty you have ratified in the prcfencc 
of God and Jefus Chrtfi" 


To this the Admiral replied in a letter dated the 25 th of February^ 
^ 151 - 


“ YOUR letter of the 20th inftant I received two days ago ; but being 
juft in the height of my difpatches for England., I was not able to anfwer 
it till now. I know not how to exprefs to you my aftonifliment, at find- 
ing myfelf taxed with having a defign to break the peace, on fo flight a 
foundation as a bafe fellow’s having dared to tell you fo, without any one 
aftion of mine being produced to fupport fo extravagant and impudent 
an accufation, which has not the leaft fliadow of probability to render it 
credible. You tell me, “It is unworthy the charadcr of a foldier, and 
“ man of honour, to violate their words !” In what Angle inftance, fince my 
being here, have I a< 5 led fo unworthily as to make you think me capable 
of violating mine.? Yourfelf can anfwer for me, in none. My dealing with 
you hath always been full of that franknefs and fincerity, for which my 
countrymen are remarkable throughout the known world. From you. Sir, 
I expeft juftice on that bafe man, who has dared falfely to accufe me, 
and to impofc upon you. In the mean time, I have complained to the 
French of their Vackeell% behaviour ; who have promifed me to write to 
you their knowledge of the falfity of his accufation. You may reft aflured, 
that I will always religioufly obferve the peace ; and I beg you to believe, 
that people who raife reports to the contrary, can only do it to create 

R jealoufies, 
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*757‘ jcaloufies, which they hope will break the friendlhip they are forry to fee* 
between us.” 

Notwithftanding the perfidious Nabob had by this time fent a body of 
forces to aflift the French^ he had yet the addrefs to fend the following 
letter to the Admiral. 

“ THE letter you wrote me about the French affair, I have received 
and perufed. You may depend upon it, that I neither have nor will aflifl: 
the French. If they begin any troubles or commit any hoftilities in my ter- 
ritories, I will oppofe them with my whole force, and punifti them very, 
feverely. I was informed you defigned to attack Chandernagore, which 
made me write you what I thought was reafonable and juft upon that head. 
The forces I fent down were to guard and proted the King’s fubjeds, 
and not to affift the French. If the purport of my letter has been the 
occafion of your defifting from the attack of Chandernagore., it gives me 
great fatisfadion. I have written the French likewife, what I thought was 
proper, in order to make them apply for a neutrality •, I fuppofe they will 
ad conformably. I will fend a perfon of confideration to bring me the 
treaty you may conclude with them, and will order it to be regiftered in my 
books. Affure yourfelf that I have no other defign or inclination than 
to live upon terms of good underftanding and friendlhip with the Englijhi 
By the grace of God, I never intend to do any thing that you will not 
efteem juft-, this rely upon, and do not exped a failure. Do you like- 
wife remain fixed to your treaty and word, and give no credit to the 
reports of people of no confideration or figure. If you have any thing 
to write about, pleafe to addrefs me, and no body elfe; I will always fend 
a fair and unreferved anfwer. 

THE VAN OF THE KiNO OF DEHLI’s ARMY IS ADVANCING TOWARDS 
THESE PROVINCES ; UPON THIS INTELLIGENCE I DESIGN MARCHING TO- 
WARDS PATNA TO MEET THEM. If AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE 
YOU WILL BE MY FRIEND, AND SEND ME ASSISTANCE, I WILL PAY YOUR 

FORCES A LACK OF RUPEES monthly, while they remain with. 
ME. Send me an immediate answer.” 

This laft requeft was inftantly complied with. 


The Admiral to the Naboh 

** I this, moment received your letter, which gives me the greateft fati.s- 
fadion. I own I had a fufpicion, from your fo eafy crediting French 
reports, that you entertained a partiality for that nation to the pre- 
judice of mine: your letter has removed all my doubts, fo that hencefor- 
ward 
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ward I fliall rely with confidence on your friendfliip, and every day ftudy ^757’ 
to give you the ftrongeft proofs of mine. v-i- 

The ready obedience I paid to your defire in not attacking the French^ 
will, I perfuade myfelf, convince you that nothing but the ftrongeft necef- 
fity, could make me again apply to you on that fubjeft. I beg you will 
give your moft ferious attention to what I am going to fay : Immediately 
on the receipt of one of your pall: letters, I not only gave over all thoughts 
of attacking the French^ but invited them to enter into a treaty of neutra- 
lity, and to fend people here to fettle the terms ; but judge what mull 
have been my furprize, when, after they were in fome manner fettled, the 
French deputies owned that they had no power to fecure to us the obfer- 
vance of the treaty, in cafe any commander of theirs Ihould come with a great 
power after my departure ! You are too reafonable not to fee, that it is im- 
polfible for me to conclude a treaty with people who have no power to do 
It ; and which befidcs, while it ties my hands, leaves thofe of my enemies 
at liberty to do me what mifehief they can. They have alfo for a long time 
reported, that Monfieur BuJJy is coming here with a great army. Is it to 
attack you ? Is it to attack us ? You are going to Patnc — You alk our aflif- 
tance. — Can we with the leafl: degree of prudence march with you, and 
leave our enemies behind us You will be then too far olF to fupport us, 
and we lhall be unable to defend ourfelves. Think what can be done in 
this fituation. I fee but one way. Let us take Chandernagore, and fecure 
ourfelves againft any apprehenfions from that quarter, and then we will 
alTift you with every man in our power, and go with you even to Dehli, if 
you will. Have we fworn reciprocally, that the friends and the enemies 
of the one fhould be regarded as fuch by the other ? And will not God the 
avenger of perjury punith us, if we do not fulfill our oaths ? What can I 
fay more ? Let me requeft the favour of your fpeedy anfwer. 

You TELL ME THE VAN OF THE KiNG OF DEHLI’s ARMY IS AD- 
VANCING TOWARDS THESE PROVINCES, AND THAT YOU ARB GOING TO- 
WARDS PATNA TO MEET THEM •, IN CONSEQUENCE OF WHICH YOU ASK 
ME TO BE YOUR FRIEND, AND GIVE YOU ASSISTANCE. HaVE WE NOT 
ALREADY SWORN A FRIENDSHIP.? PuT IT BUT IN MY POWER TO ASSIST 
YOU, BY YIELDING TO MY REQUEST, AND YOU SHALL FIND I WILL SUP- 
PORT YOU TO THE UTMOST OF MY ABILITY. BeLIEVE ME, AND MOST 
assuredly you will not BE DECEIVED. If YOU DOUBT ME, LOOK BACK 
INTO ALL MY DEALINGS TOWARDS YOU, AND JUDGE FROM THEM. 

I ESTEEM YOU NOW \TO BE SUCH A FRIEND TO MY NATION, THAT I 
THINK IT WOULD BE DOING INJUSTICE TO YOUR GOOD INCLINATION 
TOWARDS ME TO KEEP ANY OCCURRENCE FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE ; 
THEREFORE 1 TAKE THIS EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO TELL YOU, THE 
TROOPS WHICH SHOULD HAVE COME HERE WITH ME, ARE NOW ARRIVED 
IN THE RIVER, A CIRCUMSTANCE THAT WILL BE BENEFICIAL TO 
YOUR INTEREST, IF YOU WILL BUT GIVE ME THE MEANS OF MAKING IT 
SO.” 

R 2 
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A few days after this, the admiral’s favourable fentiraents of the NaM 
were entirely changed •, he was convinced that he had entered into a private 
negotiation with theFuneJb, and was determined to fupport them even with 
his whole force, while every article of his treaty with us remained unfulfilled v 
he therefore on March the 4th fent the following letter. 

The Admiral to the Nabob. 

I anfwered your letter of the 20th of laft month fome days paft ; 1 
fuppofe you have ere now received it, and are thereby fully convinced of 
the falfhood of the French VackeePi informations of my intention to break 
the peace. If you ftill want farther proofs of the fincerity with which I 
made it, and the defire I have to preferve it, you will find them in my 
■patience ; which has not only fuffered your part of the treaty to be thus long 
unejtecuted, but has even, borne with your afilfting my enemies the Fren^ 
with men and money, contrary to your faith pledged to me in the molt 
folemn manner, “ that my enemies fhould be yours.** 

Is it thus that foldiers and men of honour never violate their words 
But it is time now to fpeak plain : if you are really defirous of preferving 
your country in peace, and your fubjeds from mifery and ruin; in ten days 
from the date of this, fulfill your part of the treaty in every article, that I 
may not have the Icafl; caufe of complaint : otherwife, remember, you muft 
anfwer for the confequences ; and as I have always aded the open, unre- 
ferved part in all my dealings with you ; I now acquaint you, that the re- 
mainder of the troops, which fliould have been here long fince (and which 
1 hear the colonel told you he expeded) will be at Calcutta in a few days ; 
that in a few days more I (hall difpatch a velTel for more fhips and more 
troops ; and, that I will kindle fuch a flame in your country, as all, 
the water in the Ganges /hall not be able to extinguilh. Farewel : remember 
that he promifes you this, who never yet broke his word with you, or with 
any man whatfoever.” 

The admiral on the 9th of March received from the Nabob the following 
anfwer. 

“ I have already anfwered the letter you wrote me fome days ago. Be fo 
good as to confidcr the purport of what I wrote *, and fend me a fpeedy 
reply. I am fixed and determined to abide by the terms of the treaty we 
have concluded, but have been obliged to defer the execution of the articles 
on account of the Hooly, during which holidays my Banians and minifters do. 
not attend the Durbar. As foon as that is over, I will ftridlly comply with, 
every thing I have figned. You are fenfible that there is no avoiding this 
delay, and I flatter myfelf it will not be thought much of. It is not my 
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euftom to break any treaty I make, therefore be fatisfied that I will not 1757. 
endeavour to evade that which I have made with the Englijh. I rely on 
your friendlliip and bravery in giving me the afllftance I alked againfV the 
van of the Pytan army who are advancing this way, and that you will 
oblige me with a compliance to the requeft I made in my laft letter. What 
lhall I fay more? 

I BEG YOU WILL BE SENSIBLE OF MY SINCERITY. I PROMISE YOU IN THE 
MOST FAITHFUL MANNER, THAT I WILL NEVER BREAK OR INFRINGE MY 
PART OF THE TREATY I HAVE MADE WITH YOUR NATION.’* 

Inclofed in this letter came a fmall paper with thefe lines : 

“ This you may be fure of, that if any perfon or perfons attempt to 
“ quarrel with you, or become your enemies, I have fworn before God 
“ that I will affift you. I have never given the French a fingle Cowry, and 
“ what forces of mine are at Houghley, were fent to Nundcomar the Fougedar * 

“ of that place : the French will never dare to quarrel with you ; and I per- 
“ fuade myfelf that you will not, contrary to ancient euftom, commit any 
“ hoftilities within the Ganges, or in the provinces of which I am Sou- 

bahdarP 


The admiral received alfo from the Nabob another letter, dated the lotk 
of March 1757. 

“ YOUR obliging anfwer to my letter I have received, wherein you 
write, that your lulpicions are at an end, and that on the receipt of my 
letter you forbore attacking Chandernagore, and fent for their people to 
make peace, and wrote out the terms of agreement but when they were 
about figning them, they declared that if they figncd the articles, and any 
other commander ihould arrive, they could not be anfwerable for liis adher- 
ing to them; and that on this account there was no peace. You alfo write 
many other particulars, of which I am well acquainted. It is true, if it 
is the euftom of the French, that if one man makes an agreement,- another 
will not comply with it, what fecurity is there ? My forbidding war on my 
borders, v/as, becaufe the French were my tenants, and upon this affair 
defired my protedbion : on this I wrote you to make peace, and no inten- 
tions had I of aflifting or favouring them. Tou have underftanding, and 
generejity •, if your enemy with an uf right heart claims your protebiion, you 
will give him his life, but then you muft be well fatisfied of the innocence of bis 
intentions ; if not, whatever you think right, that do-\-. 

• Fougedar, or Fhovijdar, governor and chief maglflrate of the diilrift. 

t It was this paragraph that encouraged the admiral and colonel to proceed in their attack 
of Chandernagore. 


I am 
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1757. I am firm to my agreement, and look upon your enemies as my own, 
' which I ftiall never fwerve from. 

Daily our friendfliip will-increafe •.’* 


Colonel Clive, the latter end of February, left his camp near Calcutta, and 
crolTed the Ganges, which was equally convenient either to commence hofti- 
lities againfl: the French, or to join the Nabob againft the Pytan forces ; 
but the intentions both of the Nabob and of the French being very manifeft, 
on the 8th of March he turned his face towards Chandernagore, and on the 
13th he invefted it. On the 14th the enemy Tallied out, in which affair 
Captain Coote greatly fignalized himfelf, and foon made them retreat •, on 
this they quitted their outer works, and we became mafters of the town, and 
the batteries in and about it, with very little lofs •, and the enemy by this 
means were Ibut up within their fort. 

As foon as every thing was in readinefs on board the fleet, and the fhips 
cleared of their fuperfluous ftores, they alfo moved up the river with the 
flood tides t- To the great mortification as well as aftonifhment of the 
French, (who had flattered themfelves that it would be impradicable for us 
to bring up our largefl: fhips) on the iSth the Kent, Tyger, and Salijhury 
appeared in fight of the fort, and then turning the point of Chandernagore 
reach, anchored the 19th off the Pruffian Oblagon-, from whence we had a 
full view of the town and fortifications. As foon as we came to an anchor, 
the French threw a lliell, and fired a fhot or two, to try if they could reach 
our fhips i but they fell fhort. 


* From Mr. Wattses tranflation. 

f Mr. James fent the admiral the following letter on the occaiion. 

S IR, 

I have, in obedience to your direflions, fent all my fick people to the hofpital, and now 
inclofe to you the prcfent ilate of the fh ip.— Though it will appear that a great number of the 
crew are ill, yet as their complaints are chiefly fcorbutical, occafioned by the late tedious 
paflage, I hope a very few days will perfe£l their recovery ; and as I (hall ever efleem it an 
honour to ferve under you, and ftudy to merit the continuance of your approbation of my 
condudl, I hope, Sir, nothing will prevent your taking me with you on the intended expedition 
againfl Chandernagore, I flatter myfelf, you will And the Revenge of fome good ufe, from her 
drawing but little water ; at the fame lime fhe can fight moft commodioufly 24 twelve pounders 
upon one deck. I lhall remain on board to-day to get every thing as forward as poflible, and 
fliall do myfelf the favour of waiting on you in the morning to receive what farther commands 
you may have to honour me with ; being. Sir, with true refpedi, 

Your moft obliged, 

at Calcutta^ and obedient humble fervant, 

votho/ March, 1756. WILLIAM JAMES.” 

With this requeft, the admiral could not comply, as the public fcrvice obliged him to dif* 
patch the Revenge to Fort St, George on buhnefs of great importance. 

Our 
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Our preparations for the attack of this place had unavoidably been 1757. 
carried on lb openly, that it was impoflible they fhould be a fecret to the 
French^ who liad therefore made ufc of every poffible method to fruftrate 
our defign. Juft below the fort of Chandernagore, there was a large bank of 
land, which made the paflage very narrow j to block up this channel, they 
had funk three fhips loaded with ballaft ; the mafts of which however ap- 
peared above water. Three other large Ihips lay at anchor above the fort; 

Thele, it was faid, were prepared as fire-fhips, to be fent down with, the 
tide to burn our fquadron in the middle of the night. 'I’he admiral there- 
fore refolved to be beforehand with them, and gave orders that all the boats 
of the fhips fhould go up as foon as the night came on, and endeavour 
to cut their cables. This was accordingly done, and they all drove upon 
the fands. It afterwards appeared, that the crews belonging to thofe fhips 
had been taken out to reinforce the garrifon. 

The attack of the fort would probably have taken place the next morn- 
ing, had the tides in the river been at all favourable for that purjx>fe •, but 
unfortunately for us, they ferved either too early in the morning, or too 
late in the afternoon. This circumftance obliged the admiral to poftpone 
the attack for two or three days. In the mean time he fent Lieutenant 
Hey with a flag of truce to the governor, demanding a furrender of the 
place, which he politely, but relolutely refufed to give up. Mr. He)\ 
having obferved, as he pafled between the vefTels mafts, which were funk 
in the channel of the river, that their hulls were not deep under water;, 

Mr. John Delamotte, a brave and active officer, and who was mafter on 
board the admiral’s fhip, was the next day fent to found around them; and 
notwithftanding all the efforts of the enemy to interruf>t him by an inceffant 
firing of their cannon, he brought back the agreeable news, that there was 
room for our fhips to pafs with fafety between them. But befides the ob- 
tiruflion which we expedled to meet with from thefc funken vefTels ; the 
French had taken care to ereift two batteries of heavy cannon to render rhis 
narrow pafs ftill more difficult and dangerous. One of thefe was conftrufted 
in the form of a half moon, and lay on the very brink of rhe river, within 
mufket fhot of the funken vefTels ; the other was a fafeine-battery on the 
glacis of the fort, and was intended to rake our fhips fore and aft. — I'he 
cannon on their fouth baftion could alfo be brought to fire down the 
river. 

The difpofition made for attacking the fort was as follows. The ’Tyger 
was to be placed againft the N. E. baftion; the Kent againft the curtain 
between the baftions oppofite the gate; and the Salijbury againft the S. E. 
baftion. Before we began the attack, it was judged abfolutely neceflfary 
that Colonel Clive fhould eredt a battery on the fide of the river, to fire on 
the fouth face of the enemy’s S. E. baftion, and in cafe of an obftinate 
cefiftance, that we might breach that baftion by a crofs fire from the fhipa. 



[ ] 

1757. and from this intended battery. Preparations were accordingly made for 
this purpofe ; but before they could be carried into execution, the army 
were obliged to make themfelves mafters of the half-moon battery, whicli 
they did with great gallantry, driving the enemy’s troops before them into 
the fort. 

All things being ready } on the 2 2d the admiral appeared extremely 
anxious to begin the attack ; but the flood-tide in the afternoon was fo very 
late, the fliips could not pofTibly be placed in their proper ftations while 
there was fufficient day-light to diredl: our fire ; the enemy therefore would 
have had a great advantage over us ; for though the nights were too dark 
for us to diftinguifh the embrafures of their fortifications, yet they could 
plainly fee the hulls of our Ihips, which would have lain fo near the fort, 
that a fhocking carnage muft have been made amongll their crews. That 
another day however might not be loft, the admiral the fame evening ordered 
lights to be placed on the mafts of the velTels that had been funk, with 
blinds towards the fort, that we might fee how to pafs between them 
a little before day-light, and without being difeovered by the enemy. 

At length, the glorious morning of the 23d of March arrived, and upon 
the fhips getting under fail, the Colonel’s battery, which had been finifhed 
behind a dead wall, began firing away on the S. E, baftion. The Tyger, 
with Admiral Pocock'& flag flying *, took the lead, and about fix o’clock in 
the morning got very well into her ftation againft the N. E. baftion. The 
Kent., with Admiral JVatfon*s flag, quickly followed her; but before fhe 
could reach her proper ftation, the tide of ebb unfortunately made down 
the river, which occafioned her anchor to drag ; fo that before fhe brought 
up, fhe had fallen abreaft of the S. E. baftion, the place where the Salif- 
bury fhould have been, and from her mainmaft aft, fhe was expofed to the 
flank guns of the S. W. baftion alfo. This accident of the Kent's anchor 
not holding faft, and her driving down into the Salijbury's ftation, threw 
this laft fhip out of aftion, to the great mortification of her captain, 
officers, and crew, for fhe never had it in her power to fire a gun, un- 
lefs it was now and then, when fhe could fheer on the tide. The French^ 
during the whole time of the Kent and Fyger's approach towards the fort, 
kept up a terrible cannonade upon them, without any refiftance on their 
parts ; but as foon as the fhips came properly to an anchor, they returned 
it with fuch a fury as aftonilhed their adverfaries. Colonel ClivPs troops at 


* Mr. Pococl a few days before this, had arrived at Balla/ore in the Cumherland, and though 
he could not get his own Ihip up the river, yet he would by no means be ina£live, and there- 
fore in his barge joined the fquadron the 21ft, and the next evening, (which preceded this 
attack) he homed his flag on board the Tyger ; his arrival was very mortifying to the gallant 
Captain Latham, who was obliged to yield to his fuperior officer a great part of thofe honours 
which otherwife would have been folely due to him as commander of the Tyger. 

th« 
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the fame time got itito thofe houfes which were ncareft the fort, and from 1757. 
thence greatly annoyed the enemy with their mulketry *. 

The fire now became general on both fidcs, and was kept up with extra- 
ordinary fpirit. The flank guns of the S. W. ballion galled tlio Kail very 
much, and the admiral’s aid-de-camps being all wounded, Mr. IVatfon 
went down himfelf to Lieutenant IVilliani Brercton, who commanded the 
lower declv battery, and ordered liim particularly to direfl his fire againll: 
thofe guns, and they were accordingly foon afterwards filenced. At 
eight in the morning, feveral of the enemy’s Ihot ftruck the Kent at the 
fame time; one entered near the foremaft, and fet fire to two or three 32 
pound cartridges of gunpowder, as the boys held them in their luntis ready 
to charge the guns. By thecxplofion, the wad-nets, and other loofe tilings, 
look fire between decks, and the whole fliip was fo filled with fmoke, that 
the men in their confufion cried out, flie was on fire in tlve gunner’s ftore- 
room ; imagining from the fhock they had felt from tlic balls, that a fiicll 
had aftually fallen into her. This notion ftruck a panic into the greateft 
part of the crew, and 70 or 80 jumped out of the port-holes into the boats 
that were a long fide the flrip. The French prefcntly law this confufion on 
board the Kent, and refolving to take the advantage, kept up as hot a fire 
as poffible upon her during the whole time. Lieutenant Brercton however, 
with the afllftance of fome other brave men, foon extinguilhed the fire, 
and then running to the ports, he begged the feamen to come in ag.ii:i, 
upbraiding them for deferring their quarters ; but finding this had no 
effecl upon them, he thought the mure certain metiiod of fucceeding . 
would be to ftrike them with a feufe of flrame, and therefore loudly ex- 
claimed, Are you Britons ? Tou Englifhmcn, and fly from danger ? For Jhame, 
for Joarne !” This reproach had the defired efieft to a man they imme- 
diately returned into the fliip, repaired to their quarters, and renewed a 
fpirited fire on the enemy. 

In about three hours from the commencement of the attack, the parajx’ts 
of the north and fouth baftions were almoft beaten down ; the guns were 
mollly difmounted ; and we could plainly fee from the main top of the 
Kent, that the ruins from the parapet and merlons had entirely blocked up 
thofe few guns which otherwife might have been fit for fcrvice. We could 
eafily difeern too that there had been a great {laughter among the enemy ; 
who finding that our fire againll them rather incrcafed, hung out the 
white flag : Whereupon a celTation of hoftilities took place, and the ad- 
miral fent Lieutenant Brereton (the only commilfion officer on board the 
Kent that was not killed or wounded) and Captain Coole of the King’s 

• Our Ihips lay fo near to the fort, that the mulket-balls fired from their tops, by firiklng 
againil the Chunam walls of the Governor’s palace, which was in the very center of the foit, 
were beaten as flat as a half-crown. 

S regiment 
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*757* regiment, with a ffag of truce to the fort, who foon returned; accompanied 
' by the French Governor’s fon, with articles of capitulation, which being 
fettled by the admirals and colonel, we foon afterwards took pofleflion of the 
place. 


Articles of Capitulation propofed ly the DireSIor and Council for the French : 

Eaft India Company's Affairs at Chandernagore, to. Vice-admiral Watfon 

with his anfwerSy March 23d, 1757. 

Art. I. The lives of the deferters fhall be faved. 

A NS. Fhe deferters fhall he ahfoltitely given up. 

II. All the officers of this garrifon Ihall be prifoncrs on their parole of 
honor v and fliall have liberty to carry with them all their effedts, and go 
where they pkafe, on promifing they will not ferve againft his Britannic 
Majefty during the prefent war. 

A. Fbe admiral agrees to this. 

III. The foldiers of the garrifon, Ihall be prifoners of war, fo long as 
the prefent war continues: and when peace is made between the King of 
France., and the King of England, they Ihall be fent to Pondicherry, and till 
then be entertained at the expence of the EngUJh company. 

A. The admiral likewife agrees, with this difference only, that injlead of 
fending the foldiers to Pondicherry, they fhall he fent to Madrafs, or to Eng- 
land, as the admiral fhall hereafter think proper ; and that fuch foreigners, who 
are not of the French nation, and chufe voluntarily to enter into the Englilh, 
fervice, fhall have liberty. 

IV. The Sepoys of the garrifon Ihall not be prifoners oFwar; they 
fhall have leave, on the contrary, to return to their own country on the 
coaft. 

A. The admiral agrees to this. 

V. The officers and men of the company’s European fhip St. Contefl, 
fhall be fent to Pondicherry \n the firft Engliff fhip, which goes to the 
coaft, 

A. The officers and men of the European fhip fhall h» upon the fame footing 
as the foldiers, and he fent to Madrafs or to England as foon as poffible. 

VI. The French fefuit fathers fhall have liberty to exercife the fundtions 
of their, religion in the houfe which has been afTigned them fince the de- 

molilhing 
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TnoH/liing of their church : the filver ornaments and every thing that be- *757* 
longs to the church, fhall be given them, and alfo their eft'cds. 

A. "The admiral cannot agree to any Europeans rejiding here •, but the 
French Jefuits may go to Pondicherry, with all the ornaments of their churchy 
or wherever they pleafe. 

VII. All the inhabitants, of what nation or quality foevcr, as Europeansy 
Mujleesy ChriJlianSy Blacks, Gentils, Moors, and others, lhall be put in pol- 
leflion of their houfcs, and of all in general as lhall be found belonging to 
them, either in the fort, or on their eftates. 

A. ^his article to be left to the admiral, who will do juJBce. 

VIII. The fadlorics of Cajfimbuzar, Dacca, Patna, Jeuda, and of Bal- 
lafore, lhall remain at the command of the chiefs who direft them. 

A. ^0 be fettled between the Nabob and the admiral. 

IX. The diredtors, counfellors, and thofc employed under them, lhall 
have leave to go where they pleafe, with their cloaths and linen. 

A. The admiral agrees to this. 

The admiral expeSls an anfwer by three o'clock this afternoon, and that the 
'Bx'mih forces may take poffejjion of the fort by four. 

The above-mentioned propofitions have been accepted of by the council; 
in conlcquence of which, we have delivered up the fortrefs of Chander- 
nagore to Admiral Watfon. 

Chandernagore , the 23d 
oi March t 

P. Renault, La-portiere, M. Fournier, 

F. Nicolas, A. Caillott, Sucues. 


It mull be acknowledged that the French made a gallant defence ; for they 
ftood to their guns as long as they had any to fire. We never could learn 
how many of their men were killed and wounded in the whole ; tho* they 
confefled that they had forty carried olF dead from the S. E. baftion. The 
north-eaft baftion was alfo cleared of its defendants twice, and among many 
others that were wounded there, was one Lee, a corporal and deferter from 
the Tyger, who pltdged himfclf to the enemy that he would throw two 
Ihells out of three into the Tyger ; but while he was bringing the mortars 
to bear for that purpofe, he was difabled by a mulket-bullet from the 
Kent's top.— He was afterwards fent home a prifoner to England. 

S2 ^ On 
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On our fide, three of the Kenf% lower deck guns were difmounted, and 
the fame number on the upper deck. The fliip received 13S cannon ftiot 
through her fide next the fort, befides being greatly damaged in her mafts 
and rigging. Thirty-feven men were killed upon the fpot in her, and 74 
wounded in a greater or lefs degree. Among the dead was Mr. Perrean 
the admiral’s firft lieutenant, who fell in the bloom of youth, unfpeakably 
lamented by us all. Mr. Ranplins Hey, our third lieutenant, and much of 
the fame age as Perreau, lo/i bis thigh, and died on the 31ft of March 
at the hofpital, not lels regretted than Perreau. Captain Speke was dan- 
geroufly wounded in the leg, and the fame fliot carried off the thigh of 
his fon Mr. William Speke, who afterwards died of the wound. Mr. Stan- 
ten, our fecond lieutenant, received many contufions, but he ‘foon got 
the better of them. Mr. Marriot, a midfiiipman, was. wounded, in the 
thigh, but not mortally. Mr. Weed, another midihipman, was flightly 
wounded. Mr. James Lifter, under- fecretary to the admiral, as he was 
IV-anding by him taking minutes, was wounded in the leg; and Nir. Barnes 
the purfer, received a violent contufion in both his thighs from the wind, 
of a ball, which pafled very near, but did not ftrike him. 

The number of the flain on board the Tyger almofl: equalled thofe of 
the Kent. Admiral Pocock himfelf was flightly wounded, but Mr. Phillips 
themafter, mortally; and his mate Mr. loft an arm. Mr. Wilkinfon, 

Mr. ‘Phompfon, and Mr. Gribble, midlhipmen, were alfo wounded. The 
whole number fent to the hofpital from this Ihip was forty-one. In 
which were included a few volunteers from his majefty’s frigate and Hoop, 
who had been permitted to aft this day on board the Tyger under the. com- 
mand of the Bridgewater's Lieutenant Mr. Charles Saxton, a ypung gentle- 
man then lately promoted to the rank of a commiflion officer by Admiral 
IVatfon, and diftinguilhed for his alacrity in offering himfelf as a volunteer 
on every emergent occafion. 

.Every humane bofom muft needs commiferate the death of fo many gal- 
lant Britftj youth, as fell in this day’s aftion. The killed and wounded 
indeed on fliore were trifling ; the enemy were fo much employed againft the 
fliips, that the army had but one killed, and 10 wounded ; but on board the 
two fliips they were fo numerous, that I would willingly forbear any farther 
mention of fuch a mournful feene ; but the behaviour of Captain Speke and 
his fon, a youth of 1 6 years of age, was fo truly great and exemplary on 
this glorious but melancholy occafion, that I muft beg leave to deferibe 
it, with fome of it’s moft interefting circumftances. 

When Admiral Watfon had the unhappinefs to fee both the father and 
fon fall in the fame inftant ; he immediately went up to them, and by the 
moft tender and pathetic exprefiions tried to alleviate their diftrefs. The 
captain, who had obferved his fon’s leg to be hanging only by the fkin, 
faid to the admiral, “ Indeed, Sir, this was a cruel (hot, to knock down 
both the father and the fon !” Mr. Watjon's heart was too full to make 

the 
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riie teaft reply, he only ordered them both to be immediately carried to 
the furgeon. The captain was firft brought down to me in the after-hold, 
where a platform had been made, and then told me how dangeroufly his poor 
Billy was wounded. Prcfently after, the brave youth himlclf appeared, but 
had another narrow efcape, the qtiarter-mafter, who was bringing him 
down in his arms after his father, being killed by a cannon ball: his eyes 
o’erflowing with tears, not for his own, but for his father’s fiite, I laboured 
to afiiire him, that his father’s wound was not dangerous, and this aileriion 
was confirmed by the captain himlclf. He feemed not to believe cither 
of us, until he afked me my honour^ and I had repeated to him my 

firft afiurance in the moft pofitive manner. Me then immediately became 
calm ; but on my attempting to enquire into the condition of his wound, 
he iblicitoufly afked me, if I had drefled his father, for he could not think 
of my touching him, before his father’s wound bad been taken care of. , I 
afiiired him, that the captain had been already properly attended to : 

(replied the generous youth, pointing to a fellow fuflercr) Tray^ Sir^ look 
lo and drefs this poor who is groaning fo fadly hcfidc me /” I told 

him, that he already had been taken care of, and begged of him with 
fome importunity that I now might have liberty to examine his wound : 
he fubmitted to it, and calmly obferved, 6/r, I fear you mujl amputate 
above the joint I replied, my dear, I muft ! — Upon which, he clafped 
both his hands together, and lifting his eyes in the moll devout and fer- 
vent manner towards heaven, he offered up the following ffiort, but earneil 
petition *, ‘‘ Good God^ do thou enable me to behave in my prefent circumflanccs^ 

“ worihy my Father's jon /” When he had ended this cjuculatory i)raycr, 

he told me that he w'as all fubmiffion. I then performed the operation 
above the joint of the knee *, but during the whole time the intrepid youth 
never fpake a word, or uttered a groan that could be heard at a yard 
diftance. 

The reader may eafily imagine, what, in this dreadful interval, the 
brave, but unhappy captain fuffered, who lay juft by his unfortunate 
and darling fon. But whatever were his feelings, we dilcovered no other 
expreffions of them, than what the filent, trickling tears declared ; though 
the bare recolleilion of the fcenc, even at this diltant time, is too painful 
for me. — Both the father and the fon, the day after the adlion, were fent 
with the reft of the wounded back to Calcutta, The father was lodged 
at the houfe of JVilliam Mackett,, Efq*, his brother-in-law *, and tlie Ion was 
with me at the hofpital. For the brll eight or nine days, I gave the father 
great comfort, by carrying him joyful tidings of his boy,, and in .the fame 
manner I gratified the fon in regard to the father. But alas ! from that 
time, all the good fymptoms which had hitherto attended this unparalleled 
youth, began to difappear! The captain eafily gueffed, by my filence and 
countenance, the true ftate his boy was in nor did he ever after afk me more 
than two queftions concerning him v fo tender was the fubjeft to us both, and 
fo unwilling was his generous mind to add to my dillrefs. The firft, was 
on the tenth day, in thefc words, “ How long^ my friend^ do you think my 

4 Billy- ^ 
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1 757' “ Billy may remain in a fiate of uncertainty?" I replied, that “If he lived 

j from the operation, there would be the ftrongeft hopes 

of his recovery.” On the 13 th however he died ; arid on the a 6 th the 
brave man looking me ftedfaftly in the face, faid, “ IFell, Ives, how fares 

“ it with my boy ?" I could make him no reply ; and he immediately 

attributed my filcnce to the real caufe. He cried bitterly, fqueczed me 
by the hand, and begged me to leave him for one half hour, when he 
wifhed to fee me again ; and aflured me, that I Ihould find him with a 
different countenance, from that he troubled me with at prefent. — Thefc 
were his obliging expreffions. — I punftually complied with his defire ; and 
when I returned to him, he appeared, as he ever after did, perfcftly calm 
and ferene. 

The dear youth had been delirious the evening preceding the day on 
which he died and at two o’clock in the morning, in the utmoft diftrefs of 
mind, he fent me an incorredt note, written by himfelf with a pencil, of 
which the following is an exadl copy. If Mr. Ives will conjider the diforder 
“ a fon mujl be in, when he is told he is dying, and is yet in doubt whether his 
“ father is not in as good ajlate of health. If Mr. Ives is not too bufie to honour 
“ this chi it *, which nothing but the great eft uneafinefs could draw from me. 
“ The boy waits an anfwer." Immediately on the receipt of this note, I 
vifited him, and he had ftill fenfe enough left to know who I was. He then 
began with me. — And is he dead? — Who my dear? My father. Sir.” No, 
my love *, nor is he in any danger, I affure you ; he is almott well. “ Thank 
“ God ! — then why did they tell me fo? 1 am now fatisfied, and ready to die.” 
At that time he had a locked jaw, and was in great diftrefs, but I under- 
ftood every word he fo inarticulately uttered : he begged my pardon, for 
having (as he obligingly and tenderly expreflfed himfelfj difturbed me at fo 
early an hour, and before the day was ended, furrendered up a valuable 
life. 

The following exquifite fimile fo finely illuftrates the beauty and un- 
timely death of this incomparable young man, that I am perfuaded every 
good-natured reader will excufe my inferring it. 

“ As a gay flower, with blooming beauties crown’d, 

“ Cut by the lhare, lies languid on the ground : 

“ Or fome tall poppy, that o’ercharg’d with rain 
“ Bends the faint head, and finks upon the plain ; 

“ So fair, fo languifhingly fweet he lies, 

" His head declin’d, and drooping as he dies f.” 


* A Note in India is called a CIrJtl. 

•f- Purpureus veluti cum flos tuccifus aratro 
Languefeit moriens ; lalTove papavera collo 
Demifcre caput, pluvia cum forte gravanuir. 


I 


VlRO. Ma. 9. 


Captain 



( *35 3 

1 7^7< 

Captain Speke was confined to his bed and chamber, for fome weeks 
after the adtion, nor did he perfeAly recover from his wound •, at times he 
was much indifpofed, and in a great deal of danger. While incapable of 
duty, the admiral ordered his firft lieutenant Mr. John Ckrke to take upon 
him the command. At length, the Kent being condemned as unl'erviceablc, 
the captain took his pafTage to England in one of our Eajl India company’s 
Ihips V leaving behind him the charadler of, a fenfible and complete gentle- 
man, as well as the gallant and Ikilful fea officer. He afterwards com- 
manded the Rcfolution of 70 guns in the memorable engagement off Bellifle, 
when b\v Edward Hawke deftutiX xht French fleet, and particularly diltin- 
guilhed himfelf by obliging the Formidable to ftrike to him, though a Ihip 
fiiperior in force to his own. 7 'he Refolution in the night fucceeding 
the aflion, was wrecked on a fhoal called Le'Four, but the captain with the 
crew were providentially faved. Captain Speke afterwards returned to Eng- 
land., and for a while enjoyed in quiet thofe applaufes which the public 
juftly bellowed on his fuperior merit. He was afterwards appointed cap- 
tain of the Modefie, and once more went to fea ; but before he could render 
any farther fervices to his country, he died at Lijhon in the 43d year of his 
age, to the great grief of all his acquaintance, butefpecially of thofe whom he 
had honoured and made happy with a more intimate lharc of his friendlhip. 

I have already cited fome lines from Mr. P/V/’s tranflation of VirgiL 
becaufe I thought them applicable to the death of this great man’s 
fon ; the reader will now excufe my quoting a few others from Mr. 

William Whitehead, and ]dacing them here to the memory of both thefe 
heroes. 

“ O happy both ! if ought my mufe cou’d fticd 
“ Of tears eternal which embalm the dead; 

“ While round Britannia's, coaft old ocean raves, 

“ And to her ftandard roll th’ embattled waves, 

“ Fair emprefs of the deep : fo long your names 
“ Should live lamented !” 

To alleviate our concern, it is to be obferved, that by the reduc- 
tion of Chandernagore, the French power and commerce in Bengal were 
totally ruined. The captors alfo met with no inconfiderable booty in the 
place ; the guns, (lores, and valuable effects found there, felling for above 
1 30,000 /. fterling. It happened unfortunately however, that Monf. 

Nicolas, a man of a moll amiable charafter, and the father of a large family. 


Fortunati ambo ! fi quid mea carmina poflunt. 
Nulla dies unquam memori vos eximet aevo; 
Dum domus JEncx capitoli immobile faxum 
Accolet, imperiumque pater Romanua habebit. 
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r757. provident as the reft of his countrymen, in fecuiing Tiis 

effeds within the fort, but had left them in the town •, confequcntly upon 
Colonel Clive's firft taking pofleflion of the place, they had all been plun- 
dered by our common foldiers; and the poor gentleman and his family 
hereby were to all appearance ruined. The generous and humane Cap- 
tain Speke having heard of the hard fate of Monl. Nicolas, took care to 
reprefcnt it to the two admirals in all its affeding circumftances •, who im- 
mediately advanced the fum of 1500 rupees each. Their example was 
followed by the five captains of the fquadron, who fubfcribed 5000 between 
them. Mr. Doid^e added 800 more j and the fame fum was thrown in by 
another perfon, who was a fincere well-wifhcr to this unfortunate gentle- 
man: fo that a prefent of 9600 rupees, or 1200/. fterling, was in a few 
minutes colleded towards the relief of this valuable Frenchman and his 
diftrefled family. 

One of the company was prefendy difpatched with this money, who 
had orders to acquaint Monf. Nicolas, “ that a few of his Englijh friends 
defired his acceptance of it, as a fmall teftimony of the very high efteem 
they had for his moral charadter, and of their unfeigned fympathy with him 
in his misfortunes.” The poor gentleman, quite tranfported at fuch an in- 
ftance of generofity in an enemy, cried out in a fort of extacy, “ Good 
God ! they are friends indeed !" — He accepted of the prefent with great 
thankfulnefs, and defired that his moft grateful acknowledgments 
might be made to his unknown benefaftors -, for whofe happinefs, and 
the happinefs of their families, not only his, but the prayers of his chil- 
drens children, he hoped, would frequently be prefented to heaven. — 
He could add no more : — The tears which ran plentifully down his 
cheeks, befpoke the feelings of his heart; and indeed implied much 
more, than even Cicero with all the powers of oratory could poffibly have 
expreffed. 

Soon after the capture of Chandernagore the admiral fent an exprefs with 
an account of it to England, by Captain Richard Toly of his majefty’s Hoop 
the King's-fijlser. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


Cofre/poftdence between the Admiral and the Nabob . — Admiral Watfoii and the 
Colonel refolve to recommence hoftilities againfi him. — 'The grandees of his court 
confederate to dethrone him. — The chiefs of the council at Calcutta enter into 
a treaty with them : Articles of that treaty. — Colonel Clive takes the field 
with his forces. — Account of the battle of Plafley. — Jaffier Ali-Khan is 
handed to the Soubahdar’j feat by Colonel Clive. — Serajah Dowlah, the late 
Nabob, is taken prifomr., and put to death. 


T hree days after the redudion of the important fortrefs of Chanderna- ^ 757 ' 
gore, the admiral renewed his correfpondence with i\\t Nabob-, willing, 
if poflible, to cultivate friendlhip with him, and defirous allb to put an 
end to the French power in Bengal. 

The Admiral to the Nabob, dated tl>e zCtb of March 1757. 

“ I HAVE the honour of fereral of your letters, which I would have paid 
due attention to, and anfwered immediately, had not the fervice I came 
here upon engaged all my time ; I hope you will accept this as a realbnable 
cxcufc for my long filence. I have now the plcafure to acquaint you, that 
on the 23d of this month, after two hours fighting, we, by the blefling of 
God, and the happy Influence of your fortune and friendlhip, fubdued and 
took poflelTion of the French fort, making our enemies prifoners, except a 
fmall number who -fled up the river with their effeds. I have fent a few 
armed men to feize them and I perfuade myfelf you will not be dilpleafed 
at this ftep, fince I have given the ftrideft Oi'^ders not to molell or difturb 
any of your futyeds. 

I have often declared to you my unalterable refolution of ftridly adher- 
ing to the treaty made between us •, and as we have fworn reciprocally that 
the enemies of either Ihould be efteemed the enemies of both, I hope, by 
your favour, the enemies I have now remaining will be delivered into my 
hands, together with their effeds. 


T 
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1757 ' moment t received your letter complaining of Mr. Brake's having 

addrefled himfelf to' Monichchund in a manner difpleafing to you, I wrote to 
Mr. Brake., and defired he would make an apology to you for the expreflions 
he had made ufe of to Montchchund ; which he has done, and 1 hope you 
are fatisfied therewith: you may reft afilired, you will have no caufe ot 
fuch complaint for the future. 

I obferve by your letter of the 22d of this month, that you were under 
a necefTity of fending your brother Raja Roy Bulluhram Bahader into the 
Burdwan country, to colled! the revenues which Monichchund excufed himfelf 
from paying : as you have given me your word, that this is the purpofe of his 
march, it is not in the power of any artful defigning villain to make me 
believe the contrary •, and as it will be evermore my firft principle to pro- 
mote and eftablifh the friendfhip made between us, I Ihall be very cautious . 
how I give credit to any idle Itories, tending to break the unity, which I 
hope will endure for ever between you and the Englijh. I am fenfible our 
nation has many enemies at your court ; but as you arc a wife and prudent 
prince, I hope you will in time difeover all the wickednefs of thofe, who by 
aflerting for pofitive truths what have appeared to be notorious fallhoods, have 
attempted to injure us in your opinion. As I know your ears have been, 
filled with evil reports of us, and you will ftill be fubjeft to hear the ftories , 
of fuch deceivers, the Major will be fent to you : receive what he may 
fay, as my fentiments, and be afiured you (hall not be deceived. What 
can I fay more ?” 

This letter not producing the defired effedt, and being too well convinced 
that the Nabob had hoftile intentions in his breaft ; for, inftead of delivering 
up, he correfponded with and protedled our French enemies, the admiral 
addreflTed another letter to him, dated the 31ft of March, 1757. 

“ I HAVE already informed you of our conqueft of Chandernagore, and 
making all the French our prifoners, except fome fugitives who fled up the 
river, after whom, I told you I had fent (bme armed men in boats. I am 
forry I fliould be under a necelTity of fending you another letter ; but having 
received information that you have not as yet performed your agreement, I 
muft take leave to acquaint you, that from the repeated promifes you have made 
of keeping your word in every refpeff, I now expeft you will adl conform- 
able to the oath you have taken before God and your Prophet, and comply 
immediately with all the articles of the treaty. Deliver alfo the cannon to 
Mr. Watts which you now have belonging to the conipany "and ftriftly keep 
to the oath we have both fworn, of living in friendfhip, and efteeming each 
other’s enemies our own ; and deliver tip into my hands all the French in 
your dominions, with their effects. This will be keeping your oath, and 
behaving like a prince, whole purfuit is juftice, and whofe utmoft glory as . 
a foldier, is preferving his word inviolable. Depend upon it, if there are any 
about you bold enough to advife you to aft contrary to thefe juft demands, 

they 
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they are your enemies, and want to fee your country involved in a ruinous 1757 
war, which nothing but your breach or promifc, of faith, and of honour, 
lhall ever prevail on me to engage in. Nothing will give me more fatisfac- 
tion, than the being aflured that continual peace and friendlhip will for ever 
laft between you and the Englijh. 

Since I beg^ this letter, I am informed the fugitive French have offered 
to enter into your fervice. If you accept this offer, I (hall conclude that you 
intend to favour the French, and defire to live no longer in friendlhip with 
me; efpecially as you have declined the afllftancc of the Englijh troops, 
after ftrongly foliciting them.” 


The admiral, not able to obtain any anfwer, either in words or deeds, 
fent another letter. 


The Admiral to the Nabob. 

Kentf cfF Chandernagore^ zd oi April 1757. 

“ I HAVE been informed, that you exprefs fome uneafinefs at our 
fiiips remaining at this fettlement, and at our army being encamped near 
Houghley. I find that our enemies have taken the advantage of your un- 
eafinefs, and endeavoured to perfuade you our troops propofe marching up 
in a hoftile manner againfl: you to Muxadabad. It is amazing to me, that 
any one fliould dare to impofe fo grofsly on your underftanding, without 
trembling at the confequence, fhould his villainous arts be dilbovered. And 
it alfo furprizes me, that you Ihould hearken to fuch idle ftories. You, as 
a foldier, muft know, that while I have enemies yet in your dominions, it 
would be very impolitic in me not to purfue them. Yet, if you will 
deliver up my enemies and their efi'ebts to me, my fhips and troops fhal! 
immediately return to Calcutta ; and then, and not before, fhall I be con- 
vinced of your fincerity and refolution in abiding by the oath you have 
taken, of regarding my enemies as your own.” 

The day after the forwarding of the above, the admiral received the fol- 
lowing letter from the Nabob, though dated the iff of Rajub, or azd of 
March ly-jj. 

“■ \V H AT I have promifed, and fet my hand to, I will firmly maintain, 
nor in any refped deviate therefrom. All Mr. JVatts's demands, and what- 
foever he has reprefented to me, I have complied with, and what remains, 
iTiall be given up by the 15th of this moon. This, Mr. Watts muft have 
written to you, with all the particulars; but notwithftanding all this, it 
appears to me from many inftances, that you feek to obliterate your 
agreement with me. The country within the territories of Houghly, Ingely, 
Eurdvoan and Nuddea, have been ravaged by your troops. For what 

T 2 caufe 
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757 - caufe is diis. ? Add to this, that Govendram Metre wrote to Nundcmar ixf 
the Ton of Hamden Gafe, requiring him to deliver CoUigant^ as belonging to the 
diftrifts of Calcuttay into his the faidAfr/r/s pofleflion. What is the ijiean- 
ing of this ? 1 am fure this has been done without your knowledge. In 

confidence of your engagement, I made peace; v/ith the view of procuring 
the welfare of the country, and to prevent the ruinous confequcnces which 
would befal the royal territories from both armies, and not that the people 
Ihould be trampled upon, and the revenues obftrufted. 

Your endeavours ihould be daily to ftrengthen more and more the friend- 
fhip which has taken root betwixt us, and to that end put a ft,op to the 
influence of this mifehief-maker, and difcountenance the aforefaid Metre 
in fuch manner, that he may not dare to fay thefe things, nor be guilty of 
Juch falfe proceedings for the future. By the will, of God, tlie agreement 
ihall never be infringed upon my part. I have fpoken to. Mr. Watts ftilly 
on this fubjeft ; the particulars of which you will have in his letter, 

P. S. I have juft learned that the French are bringing a large force from 
the Deccan, to make war againft you ; for this reafon 1 write to you, that 
if you ftand in need of any forces of the government for your fupport, you 
will immediately acquaint me, and they Ihall be ready to join you whenever 
you fliall have occafion for them,” 


This prodiuced the following reply. 

The Admiral to the Nabob. 

Dated Calcutta, 3d of April, 1757. 

“ THE letter you did me the honour to write the aid of laft month) 
did not come to my hands till this day. As the fubjeft of it required an 
anfwer as foon as poflible, I make no doubt but you have been furprized at 
not having found any thing in my three lull letters relating thereto. But 
this informs you of the true reafon, and 1 hope will fatisfy you of my readi- 
nefs always to acknowledge the receipt of your favours. The aflurances 
you continue to give me, of firmly maintaining the agreement between uss 
makes me hope you will liften to all the juft demands I have made in my 
laft letters, as the delivering up my enemies into my hands with all their 
effefts, and complying with all die articles of the treaty ; die latter part, 
you promife me Ihall be done the j 5th of this Moon, which will'be to-mor- 
row, when I hope Mr. Watts will be able to write, and aflure me you, have 
fulfilled your promife. You tell me, that notwichftanding the order you 
have given for every thing being complied with, and fixing the day for its 
■being done, yet it appears to you from many inftances that 1 intend to break 
my agreement. You muft fuffer me to tell you, that your apprehenfions 
of my not ftridly abiding by the treaty I have made, arc founded, on fallc 

repre- 
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reprefentations, made to you by Monicbcbund, to excwfe hlmfelf from paying 
the revenues of the fcveral countries you fay have been pillaged by the 
Englijh. How can this poflibly be ? When the Englifi troops, fince the 
happy peace made with you, have penetrated no farther into the Burdwan 
country, than marching from Bankel/ujar to Chandernagorc along Ihore and 
hn.ee the c®nquefl of the French, a few arnn d men were fein after feme 
fugitives a little way, but they have been ordered back fome time fince, and 
are returned. Of this, upon very little refledion, you mud be fenfible ; 
why then will you hearken to thofe who ii.ck every ojiportuniry to de- 
ceive you, and make you believe fuch things as are in their nature irnpof- 
fible ? For how courd the territories of Hotigldy, Ingcly, Burdv;an jnd AW- 
dea, be ravaged by our troops, when the troops have been no farther than 
I have alTured you ? I am afraid tlie perlbn wlio dares attempt tlie impofing 
on you fo grofs a falfhood as this, has rcafon to think you may be ealily per- 
fuaded into the belief of any thing, that would ferve as a pretence for 
youl’ dLfpleafure againd tiie Englifo ; orherwile, 1 think no one would pre- 
liime to fill your ears with fuch falfe and idle dories. What you tell me 
relating to Govendram Metre, you do me great judice in believing he has 
aded in the manner he did, without my knowledge. You may be aflured, 

I will take pains to enquire into every circumdance of that matter, and 
will fee that ftrid judice is donfto you, and give Metre a fcverc rebuke for 
his late behaviour. 

Need f give you any farther aflurances of my immoveable refolution 
dridly to regard our treaty, and every moment to improve the fricndfliip 
growing up between us ? I hope not. I would, willingly believe, you now 
know me fufficiently to place a confidence in what I lay, without having 
any doubts of being deceived; which you may depend upon you never lhall 
by me : deceit is detedable in the heart of an honed man, and much too 
low a pradicc for the true foldier to doop to. 

Give me leave to render you my thanks for your intelligence concerning 
the French from the Deccan, and your readinefs in offering me affidance, if 
I. fliould have occafion. Should the French leave the Deccan, and come 
into this country with fuch a number as to make the jundtion of our troops 
neceffary, I then will do myfelf the honour to write to you on that bufinefs. 
In the mean time, if you would wilh to preferve peace in your country, 
deliver up my enemies into my hands, and by that means they will be Icfs 
able to oppofe me, if fuch a force diould arrive. This will convince me 
of the fincerity of your offer. It is now. in your power to fettle cverlajling 
peace in your’ country, and if you fuffer the opportunity to flip, it may 
never offer again. You fee that God, by whofe power ail iiuman events 
are determined, has given me the vidtory over my enemies. He fecth the 
judnefs of my caufe, and therefore figlucth for me. Heiitate then nu 
longer about the things I have written to you, but openly fulfill tire oath 
y,ou made before God and your Prophet, of making my enemies your own ; 
and let us evertnorc. bccomcL as one people. Then, we iliall fee peace and 

tranquiiiry, 
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tranquility will flourirti i for our enemies beholding us cemented in unity, 
will not venture to bring war into the country. 

Refleft on what I have written, and be aflured nothing is fo much my 
defire, as to lee peace and concord perfe<3.!y fettled throughout^ the whole 
kingdom ; and to give you the ftrongeft proof of my fincerity, I have 
ordered the King’s fliips down to Calcutta^ as I heard fuch a meafurc would 
-be acceptable to you. What can 1 sav more 


After a great many inward ftruggles, and ftlll dilTembling his refentment, 

the Nabob fent the following anfvver. 

1’be Nabob to the ylamiral, dated i/}th of April, 1757' 

“ YOUR letters at feveral times, I have received, with the news of your 
health, which has given me great pleallire. The purport of them I have 
duly underdood ; and for your fatisfacdion, and in obfervance of the agree- 
ment between us, to look upon each others enemies as our own, 1 have ex- 
pelled Mr. La-ze with all his adherents from my country, and have given 
ftricl orders to all my Naibs and Fougedars not to permit them to remain 
in any part of my dominions. I am ready upon all occafions to grant you 
my afliftance. If the French ever enter the province with a great or fmall 
force, with a defign of making war upon you ; God and his Prophets arc 
between us, that whenever you write to me, I will be your ally, and join 
you with all my force. Rell fatisfied in this point, and be affured of my 
refolution to remain inviolably by the promifes which I have made in my 
letters, and in the treaty concluded betwixt us. With regard to the French 
faftories and merchandize, I muft acquaint your excellency, that I have 
been informed, tlie French company are indebted to the natives, and have 
feveral Lacks belonging to my fubjefts in their hands ; Ihould I comply 
with your demands in delivering up the effedls, how can I anfwer it to the 
creditors of the French ? Your excellency is my well-willier and my friend •, 
weigh all this affair, and return me your anfwer, that I may aft accord- 
ingly. 

I have written before, and now repeat, that if the Englifh company want 
to eftablifh their trade, do not write me what is not conformable to our 
agreement, by the inftigation of felf-interefted and defigning men, who 
want to break the peace between us. If you are not difpofed to come to a 
rupture with me, you have my agreement under my hand and feal j when 
you write, look upon that, and write accordingly. 

Mr. Watts will inform you fully of all particulars : What Ihall I write 
more ? 

If you desire to maintain the peace, write nothing contrary 

TO THE TREATY.” 


This 
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This letter, and daily inftanccs of tht Naboi^s perfidious and hoftile in- 1757. 
tentions, engaged the Admiral, to addrefs the Nabob more plainly in a letter 
dated 19th, 1757. 

“ I AM honoured with your letter of the 1 4th of this month, acquaint- 
ing me with your having received at feveral times the letters I lately wrote 
you. Your forbearance, and not writing to me, hath not the appearance 
of that friendihip, you would perfuade me you have for my countrymen •, and 
with regard to myfelf, I muft take the liberty to fay, I was more parti- 
cularly entitled to a fpeedy anfwer to my letters, from my high rank and 
ilation ; and I cannot help looking upon your negledl in this refpeft, but as 
a flight olFered to the King my mailer, wlio fent me into India to protect 
liis fubjefts, and demand jullice wherefoever they were opprelTed. 

I obferve in your letter the following particulars, viz. “ That for my fatis- 
fadtion and according to our mutual agreement to look upon each others ene- 
mies as our own, you have expelled Monfieur Law and his adherents from 
your dominions, and given Itridl orders, &c. &c.’* My brother Mr. Wallr, 
who is entrufted with all the company’s concerns, always writes me the parti- 
culars of your intended favours towards us ; but I have never found that 
what he writes is put in execution, neither do I find that what you wrote 
me in your letter dated the ift of Kajub (zzd of March) is yet complied 
with. You therein alTured me, that you would fulfill all the articles you 
had agreed to, by the 1 5th of that Moon. Have you ever yet complied 
with them all ? No. How then can I place any confidence in v^hat you 
write, when your adlions are not correlpondent with your promifes ? Or 
how can I reconcile your telling me in fo facred a manner, you will be 
my ally, and aflift me with your forces againft the French ? when you have 
given a Perwannah to Mr. Law and his people to go towards Patna, in 
order to elcape me, and tell me it i.s for my fatisfadtion, and in obfervance 
of the mutual agreement, you have taken this meallire. Is this an adt of 
friendihip ? Or is it in this manner I am to underltand you will aflift rne i 
Or am I to draw a conclufion from what you write, or from what you do.^ 

You arc too wife not to know when a man tells you one thing, and dex s 
the diredt contrary, which you ought to believe. Why then do you en- 
deavor to perfuade me you will be my frierjd, when at the fame time you 
give my enemies your protedlion, furnifli them with ammunition, and fuffer 
them to go out of your dominions with three pieces of cannon .? Their 
effedls I elleem a trifling circumftancc, and as far as they will contribute 
to do jullice to your people, who are creditors to the 7 company, I 
have no obiedlion to your feizing them for their ufe, for money is what 
I defpife, and accumulating riches to myfelf is what I did not come here 
for. 

But I have already told you, and now repeat it again, that while a 
Frenchman remains in this kingdom, 1 will never ceafe purfuing him ; but 
if they will deliver themfelves up, they Ihall find me merciful : and I am 
4 confident 
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T757' confiticnt thofe wlio have already fallen into my bands, will do me the juf- 
tice to fay, they have been treated with a much greater gcnerofity, than is 
ufual by the general cuftom of war. 

If you will refleft upon the oath you have taken, you cannot but join 
with me in what follows ; As foon as Cajfimhuzar is properly garrifoned, to 
which place our troops will fpeedily begin their march, I defire you will grant 
a Dujiuck for the pafTage of two thoufand of our foldiers by land to Patna. 
You may be afllired they will do no violence, nor commit the leaft injury 
to the natives : the only dcfign of fending them is to fcize the French, and 
reftore tranquility and perfect peace in your kingdom, which can never be 
truly cflrablilhed in thefe dominions, while a war continues between us and 
them. If you are apprchenfive of any injury arifing to your fubjefts from 
the march of our troops to Patna, fend fome of your trufty Hircars to go 
with them, with orders to acquaint you from time to time of their tranfac- 
tions, and I dare anfwer you will find their reports agreeable to what I now 
write you. 

Inftead of fending Mr. Watts only ten guns, why did you not deliver up 
all that belonged to the company I will not write you what is not conform- 
able to our agreement, and which you fuppofe was by the inftigation of 
felf-interefted and defigning men : I muft take the liberty to fay, I 
never yet have written a fyllable contrary to our agreement, and the oath 
and promife I have made •, and be affured it is not in the power of any 
artful or defigning men to make me write any thing inconfiftent with my 
honour. I aflc nothing more than your fulfilling the articles of your agree- 
ment, and abiding by the oath you have taken : This I have ftrongly urged 
you to do, bccaufe you have been very flow in the execution, and this 
furely I have a right to demand, fo long as you negleft to perform it, If 
it is difagreeable to you to hear thefe things, put it out of my power ever 
to afk again, by your immediate compliance ; and as you have defired me 
when I write, to look upon our agreement, and take that for my guide, let 
■me requeft you to compare my letters with my agreements, and with what 
you have promifed, and when you find me differ from that, or afk any thing 
contrary to it, then tax me therewith ; point out to me exprefly, where- 
in I have devial;fd from this rule, and you Ihall find me ready to confefs it 
as an error : but till then, you muft excufe me for infilling on your having 
charged me wrongfully, and which upon an examination of my letters, I 
make no doubt will apjwar to you too plain to be contradided. 

Let me again repeat to you, I have no other views than that of peace. 
The gadiering together of riches is what I defpife j and I call on God, 
who fees and knows the fpring of all our adions, and to whom you and 
I muft one day anfwer, to witneli to the truth of what I now write ; 
therefore if you would have me believe that you wilh peace as much as I do, 
no longer let it be the fubjed of our correfpondence, for me to afk for the 
fulfilment of the treaty, and you to promife and not perform it ; but im- 
4 mediately 
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mediately fulfill all your engagements: thus let peace flourUli and fpread 1757. 
throughout all your countiy, and make your people happy in the re-efta- 
blifhment of their trade, which has fufFered by a ruinous and deftruftive 
war. What can I fay more?” 

After this letter, the correfpondence ceafed on the part of the admiral ; 
and from the date thereof, to the month of June, the Nabob continued to 
give full proofs of his enmity towards us, and his defign to embrace the 
firft convenient opportunity of extirpating us. Hoftile preparations were 
now made on each fide; and on the 13th of June things drew near to a 
crifis, when the Nabob fent the following, and his laft letter to the 
admiral. 


15th of Ramazan (13th of June) 1757. 

“ ACCORDING to my promifes, and the agreement made between us, 
I have duly rendered every thing to Mr. JVatts, except a very fmall re- 
mainder, and had almoft lettled Monichchun£ "i affair : Notwithffanding all 
this, Mr. IVal t s eiXid the reft of the council of the at Ca£imbuzar, 

under pretence of going to take the air in their gardens, fled away in the 
night. I'his is an evident; mark of deceit, and ot an intention to break the 
treaty. I am convinced it could not have happened without your know- 
ledge, nor without your advice. I all along expefted fomething of this 
kind, and for that reafon 1 would not recall my forces from Plajfey^ expell- 
ing fome treachery. 

I praife God, that the breach of the treaty has not been on my part: God 
and his Prophet have been witneffes to the contradl made between us, and 
wlioever firft deviates from it will bring upon thcmfelves the punilhment 
due to their adlions,” 


By the letters, as well as by a multiplicity of fafls, it is evident that 
Serajab Dowlah, from the time of figning the treaty with us, had Ihewn 
himfelf but little inclined to abide by any of it’s articles ; it was indeed in- 
tended by him to lull us into a fatal fecurity. He was very liberal in his 
promiles, but always took care to put off the performance of them, and 
that upon fuch trifling pretences, as demonftrated his ill intentions towards 
us. His pofitive orders at firft, that we fhould not befiege Chandernagore., 
flrongly indicated his attachment to our enemies % though, after we had 
taken that place, he put the beft: face he could upon it, and pretepded that 
he was not difpleafed at our fuccefs. We were not ignorant however, that 
he had ordered a body of near 2000 men to the afliftance of that garrifon, 
who might have greatly obftrudtcd if not defeated our enterprize, had we 
not found means to prevent their afling. It is certain, that a French corps 
under the command of Monficur Law, was protefted by him, and even 
in his pay •, and that he had invited Bujfy with the French army to enter 

U Bengal 
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* 757 * us. Befides thefe inftances of his ill di^fition towards us, 

it is to be remarked, that although four months were clapfed, the material 
points of the treaty were not fulfilled ; and even his folemn engagement to 
reftore to the company the villages which of right belonged to them, was 
evaded, without framing an excufc for fuch an atrocious breach of faith. 

The in this fituation faw no other remedy for their prefent griev- 

ances, nor any other means of preventing the fatal blow of extirpation, 
which was to be expefted on the arrival of the French army, than by op- 
pofing openly the man who was thus planning the ruin of the company’s 
affairs, and only waited for the return of the fquadron to the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, to efFeft it. This point was much agitated in the council, and can- 
vafled with all that c-aution and circiimfpe<ftion, which a matter of fuch 
confequcnce required. It certainly was a very difficult and dangerous 
meafure, and perhaps would never have been carried into execution, had 
not a moft fortunate incident happened, which almoft infured fuccefs. 

Serajab Dowlah, after his taking Calcutta, had behaved with fuch in- 
folence and cruelty towards his own fubjefts, that feveral of the Grandees 
or confiderable petfons of his court entered into a confederacy to depofe 
him. He had difjjlayed the fcverity of his nature in fo many inftances, as 
to ftrike an univerfal terror } and from the ficklenefs of his difpofition, no 
man who was near him, and in his power, could think himfelf fafe. Meer 
Jaffier Ali Khatt, a man of great power and influence, (and who had mar- 
ried the fiftcr of Serajah's predeceflbr and grandfather, Aliverdy Khan ) con- 
ducted the defign of depriving the Nabob of that power, he bad fo egre- 
gioufly abufed ; he was fcconded in it by Roydullub, general of horfc, 
and by Jugget-Seet, who was banker to the Nabob, and efteemed the 
richeft merchant in all India. Thefe three leading men foon communicated 
their deligns to Mr. Watts the E.nglijh refident at the Durbar or Nabob'% 
court, and he to Colonel Qive and the fecrct committee at Calcutta. The 
chiefs there did not hefitate lon^ about coming into the fcheme. Great 
dexterity, as well as fecrefy, being neeellary in executing the plan for a 
revolution, the whole management thereof, was left to Colonel Clive, and 
to Mr Watts. To avoid fufpicion, it was neceflary that Mr. Watts (hould 
not be obferved to have frequent intercourfe with Jaffier: he therefore 
entrufted one Omichmd a Gentoo merchant with the fecret, and through 
him carried on his correfpondence with Meer Jaffier. Omichund was a 
man of the deepeft cunning and moft infatiable avarice', and ftrongly fuf- 
pefted to . have been the principal perfon that fomented the late troubles 
againft the Englijh, in hopes of pecuniary advantages to himfelf: Mr. 
Watts, ibidi not fufficicntly know the man till too- late. Omichund, after the 
plot was fo far advanced, that a treaty was juft on figning with Meer 
Jaffier, unreafonably demanded a quarter part of all the Ndbob'% treafore, , 
which was fuppofed to amount, to 64 Croret or 80 millions fterling. . His 

7 ; finabi 
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final terms were 30 Lad of Ruftes for himlelf, by a fpccial article in the , ^75 7 
treaty ; and he made no Icruple to afiure Mr. JVattSt that if his demand .was 
not complied with, he would inftantly inform the Nabob of our fchemcs, 
when every Englijhmatt within his reach would certainly be put to the fevcreft 
death. In this dilemma, Mr. IVatts applied to Meer Jaffitr, who was deter- 
mined not to accede to fuch terms, if any means of obviating them could 
be devifed. Mr. fVatts then wrote to the fele£t committee, who feeing that 
the fate of all depended upon temporizing with Omiebund, and being at 
the fame time very averfe to fubmit to the extortions of fuch a confummate 
rogue, contrived that two treaties Ihould be executed and lent up to Meet 
‘Jaffier, who was to be let into the fecret. One treaty was the real one to 
be abided by ; the other was fi(flitious, but with no other difference than 
that it contained the article of 30 Lack for Omiebund. The real treaty was 
executed privately by Meer Jaffier j the BAitious treaty was executed alfo by 
him, and in the prefence of Omiebund, who was thereupon perfeftly fatisfied. 

It may be necelTary here alfo to obferve, that this fiftitious treaty was figncd 
by Colonel Clive and all the felecff committee : Admiral Watfon did not 
chufe to fign it, becaufe he had figned the real treaty. A ftrift principle 
of delicacy, which in him was fuperior to any point of policy, operated 
too ftrongiy on his mind to permit him to join even in a necelTary decep- 
tion of this nature: however, while he manifelled no difpleafurc againll 
the a<5lors, all claffes of people, from their knowledge of Omicbmid's ava- 
rice and treachery, applauded the artifice by which he was fo defcrvedly 
outwitted. 


Treatv executed by Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahadar, voith Adnurdl 
Watfon, Colonel Clive, and the Counfellors Drake and Watts. 

I SWEAR BY God, and the Prophet of God, to abide by the terms 

OF THIS TREATY WHILE I HAVE LIFE*. 

Art. I. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with 
the Nabob Scrajab Dowlah, 1 agree to comply with. 

II. The enemies of the Englijb are my enemies, whether they be Indians 
or Europeans. 

III. All the effeiSs and faflories belonging to the French in the province 
of Bengal, (the paradile of nations) and Babar, and Orixa, ftiall remain in 
the pofleffion of the Englijh, nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle 
in the three provinces. 

IV. In confideration of the Ioffes which the EngUJh company have fuf- 
tained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the charges 

* This was written by his own hand. 

U i occafioned 
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occaHoned by the maintenance of the forces, I will give them one Crere of 
Rupees, £ 1 , 250000 /.] 

V. For the effefts plundered from the Englijh inhabitants at Calcutta, 
I agree to give fifty Lack of Rupees, [62 5,000 /.] 

VI. For the eflPefts plundered from the Gentoes, Moors and other inha- 
bitants of Calcutta, twenty lack of rupees lhall be given, [250,000 /.] Gfr. 

VII. For the effects plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta, 
I will give the fum of fevcp lack of rupees, [87,500.] The diftribution of 
the fums allotted to the EngUJh, Gentoo, Moor and other inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta, fhall be left to Admiral IVatfon, Colonel Clive, Roger Drake, William 
Watts, "James Kilpatrick and Richard Becher, Efquires, to be difpofed of 
by them, to whom they think proper. 

VIII. Within the ditch which ftirrounds the borders of Calcutta, are 
trafts of land belonging to feveral Zemindars -, belides thefe, I will grant 
to the EngUJh company fix hundred yards without the ditch. 

IX. All the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fhall be under 
the Zemindary of the EngUJh company •, and all the officers of thofe parts 
fiiall be under their jurifdidlion. The revenues to be paid by the company 
in the fame manner as other Zemindars. 

X. Whenever I demand the affiftance of the Englijh, I will bo at the 
charge of the maintenance of their troops. 

XI. I will not eredl any new fortifications near the river Ganges, below 
Hougbley. 

XII. As foon as I am eftablilhed in the three provinces, the aforefaid; 
fums fhall be faithfully paid. 

Dated the i ^tb of the month Ramazan,, 

(June 1757) in the fourth year of 
the prefent reign. 


On the 1 2th of June, advice was received from Meer Jaffier and the other 
confederates, that all things were in readinefs with them. The dye was call; 
and on the 4.3th of June, the whole army marched forwards, and the colonel 
wrote to the Souhabdar the very day of his march, to the following purport t 
“ That from, his great reputation for juftice, and faithful obfervance of bis 
word, he had been induced to make peace with him, and to pafs over the 
lofs of many crores of rupees fuftained by Englijh in the capture of 
Calcutta', and to reft content with whatever he in his juftice and generofity 
fhould reftore to them : that his excellency had not thought fit to fet any 
value on the friendlhip of the Ernglijls, but had in every, thing difeouraged. 

2 as 
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as m«ch as pofllble the company’s bufinefs, by turning thcxt Vaqueel dif- 1757. 
gracefully from his prefence, rcfufing free paflagc to the Englijb through 
his country, intercepting their trade, and fearching their fadtory at Cajfm- 
huzar for ammunition and warlike ftores, on pretence of their intending 
an attempt on his life, in the time of profound peace •, threatening them 
with an inftant rupture, if they, did not fubmit to the fcarch. That thefe 
were but trifles however, compared to his open and avowed protedkion of 
the king’s enemies, of which his letters to Monf. Btiffyy wrote but a few 
days after his entering into a folemn treaty with us, inviting him to his 
country, was a flagrant proof: that his proteftion and allowance of ten 
thoufand rupees per month to Monf. haUfy and many other circumlVances, 
were not ottly fo many deviations from the treaty, but evidently Ihcwed his 
excellency’s intention to fall upon the Englijhy as foon as the abfence of their 
troops and fket might expofe them to it ; that the main article of the treaty 
was infringed, in his proffering orily a fifth part of the fum paid into the 
treafury, for the plunder of Calcuttdy and yet demanding a difeharge for the 
whole.” The colonel complained bitterly of fo many infults put upon him, 
and reminded the Soubahdar how different his own condudl was, when called 
upon to affift him againft the Pytuns. He folemnly declared, that his 
intentions were to have fought for him to the laft drop of his blood ; but 
feeing his excellency had chofen his friends from among his enemies, and 
had in every refpeft deviated from his engagements, he had determined, with 
the approbation of all who were charged with the company’s affairs, to pro- 
ceed immediately to CaffimbuzaVy and fubmit their difputcs to the arbitratiorr 
of Meer Jaffiery Reydulluby Jugget-feety and others of his great men ; that 
if it fhould be found, that lie, the colonel, had deviated from the treaty, 
he then fwore to give up all farther claims ; btit that, if k appeared his 
excellency had Inoken k, he fhould then demand fatisfoftion for all the 
loflcs fuflained by the Englijhy and all the charges of their army and navy ; 
and concluded with telling him, “ that the rains being lb near, and it requir- 
ing many days to receive an anfwer,, he had found it necclfary to wait upon 
him immediately*.” 

Our army confifted of 750 military (including 100 Topajfes) about 150 of 
the train (including 50 failors with 7 midfhipmen under the command of 
Lieutenant Hayter)y 2100 SepoySy 8 pieces of cannon fix pounders, and 
j haubitzer. The Europeans and artillery were embarked in boats, and 
the Sepoys marched on to the- northward through Hsughley. The Bridge'- 
water alfo failed up the river as far as HougUeyy to keep that place in awe, 
and to preferve a communication between the colonel and the fquudron. The 
admiral’s firft lieutenant, Mr, John Clerkey with a detachment of 1 50 feamen, 
garrifoned Chandernugorey and the Ibips ctfcftually fccured CaUutta from 

• Scrafm's refleftiona on the government of hdtfiatu 
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■1757. any kind of infult, while a few Topajfas were appointed to guard the Frexth 
' .pril'oners. 

Thcfc previous and judicious meafures being taken, the army advanced 
towards Muxadabad. On the 14th of June, Mr. IVatts and other gentlemen, 
with 30 foldiers, who had made their efcape from CaJJimbuzar, arrived at the 
army, and on the jSth, Mx\ot Coote (lately promoted from the rank of 
captain) was lent forward with a detachment ot too Eufopeans^ 500 Sepoyi^ 
one field-piece, and a haubitzer, to reduce (jutwab^ a fort belonging to the 
Nabob, fituated on the bank of Ci^mbuzar river, about half a mile in circum- 
ference. As he was reconnoitring- the .place, one of the foldiers of the party 
lliddenly grew delirious, and while in the agonies of death made fo great a 
noife, as to dil'cover to the enemy where they were ; on which they began 
a brifk firing, and obliged the major for the prefent to alter his pofition j 
but he prefently afterwards made a lodgement on a large baftion, and the 
next day, after fome oppofitibn, the enemy abandoned thp fort, and left to 
the conqueror 14 pieces of cannon of different calibers, and a large quantity 
of grain and ammunition. 

When the army was within two days march of Muxadabad, Colonel 
Clive received fome difagreeable advices from Meer Jaffier, which he imme- 
diately laid before a council of war fummoned upon the occafion, the 
majority of whofe members were of the colonel’s opinion, . that he ought not 
to advance any farther. He therefore halted where he was, and lent an 
exprefs to Calcutta, defiring frelh orders. However, the fame evening 
Colonel Clive received a fecond meffage from Meer Jcfffier, afluring him of 
his due performance of the articles mentioned in the treaty, hut informing 
•liim that he was fo furrounded with ^es, as tx> be oblig^ to aft with the 
greateft caution. This intelligence foon determined the colonel to pufli 
on ; and that very night, without waiting for any inftruftions from Calcutta, 
he gave orders for the army to hold themfelves in readinefs to march the 
next morning, when, leaving a fubaltern officer with all the fick at Cutwah, 
he broke up his camp, and marched towards the enemy, through water 
almoft to the foldiers middles •, the rainy feafon being now fet in. At 6 
o’clock in the morning the army crolTed the river, and marched abour two 
miles farther, to a large tope (or grove) where they halted till the evening: 
about 4 the next morning, the whole army reached Plajiy grove, after a 
very fatiguing march, and through a whole night’s rain. Advice having 
been brought to the colonel, on his arrival at the grove,- that, the Nabob's 
vanguard, confiding of 6000 men, was within three miles of our army, he 
ordered an advance guard of 200 Europeans, and 300 Sepoys, with 2 pieces 
of cannon, to poft themfelves at Plajfey houfe ; and feveral guards of Sepoys, 
at proper diftances from eagh other, round the grove. 

At day-break of the 23d, the Nabob's army was perceived marching out 
of their lines towards the grove which we were in poffeffion of. Their inten- 
tion 
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tion feemed to be to I'urround us. The colonel hereupon formed his army ; 
rhe Europeans he told oflf in four divifions •, the ift he put under the command 
of Major Kilpatrick^ the 2d under Major Grant, the 3d under Major Coote, 
and the 4th under Captain Gaupp. The Sepoys were formed on the right 
and left. Plajpy-grovc is furrounded by a bank ; our army’s left flank 
■was covered by PAi^-houfe and river, and the right flank by the grove. 

The enemy’s army kept marching towards ours in deep columns, fup- 
ported by a large train of artillery confifting of 53 pieces of cannon, chiefly 
of 18, 24 and 32 pounders. Their manoeuvres, upon this occafion, differed 
materially from thofe they had been accaflomed to v for inftead of porting 
their artillery all together, as was their ufual pradice, they difperfed them 
between the divifions of thei?,troops, and had not above two or three pieces 
of cannon on a fpot : fo that an attack upon any one part of their artillery,, 
could not have been dccifive. In this order they continued marching as 
fer as the river would permit ; but as feon as their rear was gotten out of 
the camp, failing in their plan to furround us, they halted ; and a body 
of about 50 French, advancing in front of a large detachment of their army 
commanded by Meer MeduiU' one of their principal generals, with 4 pieces 
of cannon,, lodged themfelves within the banks of a tank (or pond of water) 
dirtant from us about 600 yards, and began a brifk cannonade. 

Our little army was at firft drawn up without the bank which furrounded 
the grove, but foon found fuch a Ihower of balls pouring upon them from 
the enemy’s cannon, that the colonel thought proper they fliould retire 
under cover of the bank, leaving two field pieces without, while the other 
four were kept playing through the breaches in the bank. Our left wing 
was ftill covered by FlhJfej houfe, which was about 50 yards diltant, and 
clofe to the river fide. 

In this fltuation, both armies remained till about iz' o’clock-, when a 
heavy fhower of rain falling, the enemy’s horfe advanced, as if to take ad- 
vantage of it: but when they found that our field-pieces continued firing, 
notwithftanding the rain, their ardor was checked. The rain ceafing, the 
cannonading, continued till about 3 in the afternoon, when they retired 
without confufion to their old camp, riicir artillery marching ffrrt. And 
now, a large corps, on the left of our troops, was feen moving in fuch a 
manner, as to make it doubtful whether their aim was to poffefs themfelves 
of the village to the left, againft us, or whether they were friends, and 
wanted to join our army ; but they proved afterwards to be friends under 
Meer Jaffier's command ■, however, as no fignal had been agreed on (owing 
to the mifearriage of a meflenger which he had difpatched to the colonel 
in the morning) they were kept at a diftance by our field-pieces. After 
this retreat of the enemy. Colonel Clive, leaving orders with Major KH- 
pitrick to fend him notice if the Nabob fhould make any new motions, wenr 
into P/<?^y-houle to put on dry deaths, and oonfider whether, notwith- 

ftanding: 
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1757* ftanding the fatigue which his troops had already undergone, he fljouid 
- ‘ purfue the blow, by an immecTiate attack upon the Nabob's camp, or defer 
it till night, when he judged from paft experience the fuccefs would be 
certain. 


During this interval, information was brought to the colonel, that a de- 
tachment of our army, with fome field-pieces, was marching towards the 
before-mentioned tank and eminence, at about the diftance of 600 yards, 
which had been poflcfled by the French, but who abandoned it when the 
army of Serajah Doyolah retired to their camp. Colonel Clive expreffed his 
iurprize, that fuch a ftep fhould have been taken without his orders, and 
immediately haftened after the detachment, which he reached nearly at 
the fame time it arrived at the tank. He tiow found that this detach- 
ment was commanded by Major Kilpatrick, whom he at firft ordered under 
arreft for fuch unmilitary conduft, but was pacified by the major’s making 
him an apology. 

The colonel then ordered Major Kilpatrick back to the grove, and took 
the command of the detachment himfelf, relblving, fince fuch a ftep had 
been taken, not to make any retreat, but rather to bring on a fecond aflion 
and make it decifive. He therefore ordered a reinforcement from the main 
body in the grove ; upon which Major Coote with his detachment joined the 
colonel. The colonel then fent the king’s grenadiers, and a grenadier 
company of Sepoys to lodge themfelves behind a bank that was clofe upon 
the enemy’s lines •, from whence they kept a continual fire with their fmall 
arms, as did the detachment at the tank, with four pieces of cannon. 

In the mean tinsc the enemy’s infantry and cavalry pulhed out towards 
our feveral little bodies of troops, and endeavoured to bring their heavy 
artillery to bear, but they met with fo warm a reception, and loft fo many 
draught-oxen and drivers, that they failed in their attempt. When the in- 
fantry and cavalry had faced our troops for fome time, and ftood a very 
fmart cannonading, in which they loft a great number of men and horfes, 
it was obferved they were in fome confufion, and that their elephants grew 
very unruly. The colonel took immediate advantage of this critical mo- 
ment, and fent orders to Major Coote to attack a large body of horfe and 
foot upon a rifing ground at about the diftance of 150 yards, and ordered 
another officer at the fame time to ftorm the angle of the camp. Both thelc 
attacks fucceeded, the enemy making but a faint refiftance i Major Coote 
marched into their lines, and a general rout enfued The aflailants pur- 
fued till it was dark, and then halted at Doudpore, a place about 6 miles 
diftance from the field of battle, where they were joined by the reft of the 
army from Plajfey grove under Major Kilpatrick, who at the commencement 

• Mr. SUreditch, a mldfhipman of the Kent, was wounded by a inufket bullet which went 
through his thigh, as he was eagerly advancing to fhoot one of the French officers in the 
HqM't, army. 

of 
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»f the rout received orders from the colonel to march. — ^The Nabob's army 17^7. 
was computed to confift of 20,000 horfe, and 40,000 foot : our lofs was very ' 
jnconllderable ; but he had about 500 men killed, among whom was Meer 
Modun (whofe death was the occafion of the confufion juft mentioned) be- 
fides 3 elephants, and a great many horfes. Their 53 pieces of cannon, of 1 8, 

24, and 32 pounders, fell into our hands, with their camp, baggage, ele- 
phants, &c. &c. 

I have been more minute in the defeription of this battle of Plajfey^ 
than was Mr. Scrafton^ becaufe fome perfons have taken great pains to 
mifprefent it, with a view to tarnifh the glory of Colonel Clive on that 
important viftory ; pretending that their accounts were taken verbatim from 
Sir Eyre Coote's journal, as read by him to the feleft committee of the houfe 
of commons, which fat the preceding feffions on Eaji India affairs. Hav- 
ing therefore been lately favoured with the perufal of Sir Eyre Coote's jour- 
nal, I can aver, that the feveral publications alluded to, are totally devoid 
of truth ; and the public may be aflured that the defeription here given of 
the battle, correfponds in every material particular with that journal. Sir 
Eyre Coote himfelr alfo, in a late converfarion with me, declared, “ that the 
publications before-mentioned were abfolutely falfe; that any perfon might be 
convinced thereof, by appealing to the minutes of the committee of the 
houfe of commons, where what was delivered by him on this examination, 
was committed to paper.” He alfo authorifed me publicly to declare, 

“ that he has on all occafions been ever ready to do juftice to Lord Clive's 
merit.” 

While our army was purfuing, a large body of horfe was obferved 
on our right ; after firing- a few Ihot at them, a meffenger arrived with 
a letter from Aicer Jaffier to the colonel, acquainting him, that the corps 
was under his command, and requefting an interview that night or the 
next morning. Accordingly, the next day he had an interview with the 
colonel, when after congratulating him on his victory, he declared him- 
fclf ready to perform the articles of the treaty between them. The colonel- 
faluted him as Soubahdar or Nabob of Bengal^ Bahar, and Orixa, and ad- 
vifed him to advance immediately to Muxadabad after Serajab Dowlah, pro- 
mifing that he would follow to fupport him with his whole force. The 
late reached his capital, which was 20 miles diftant from the field 

of battle, a few hours after his defeat : and the next evening, not knowing 
whom to rruft, or what to do, abandoning himfelf to his fears, on Meer 
Jaffier's arrival, he difguifed himfelf in the habit of a Faquier, and with one 
or two attendants attempted to make his efcape. Meer immediately 

entered the palace, where all was anarchy and confufion ; but prefently, Mef- 
fieurs PFatts and Waljh arrived from the colonel to pacify the inhabitants, 
and affure them of protection : and on the 27th of ’^une Colonel Clive him- 
felf made his public entry into Muxadabad. Meer Jaffier vifited the 
colonel the next day, and the 29th Colonel Clive went to the palace, and. 
in the prefence of the Rajahs and Grandees of the court, he folemnly 

X handed- 
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I757- handed him to the Mufmi or carpet and throne of flate, where he was 

unanimoufly faluted Soubahdar or Nabobs and received the fubrmffion of all 
prefent. He afterwards, and as foon as he was able, punctually fulfilled the 
feveral articles ftipulated in the treaty s" and conferred upon the company, the 
navy, and army, fuch liberal rewards, as fully compenfated for the courage 
and intrepidity they had exerted in his behalf. The remaining part of the 
month was fpent in fettling many important matters, conlequent to fuch an 
amazing revolution. 

On the 3d of July^ Strajah Dowlah the late Nabob, after wandering 
about, forfakcn and almoft naked, was taken in his way to Patna, near 
Rajamaul-, betrayed, it is faid, by one whom he had in his profperity 
cruelly treated, by caufing his ears to be cut off : The next day, he was 
brought back to Muxadabad, and in a few hours afterwards, privately put 
to death by Meer Jaffier's eldeft Ion, to whofe cuftody he was committed. 
The father outwardly fcemed defirous of having him confined for life ; but 
the fon and other chief men did not think it prudent to hazard fuch a ftep 
in the prefent critical fituation of affairs, and therefore, agreeable to the 
cruel maxims of Eajlern policy, had h;m murdered in prifon, and his 
remains were expofed on an elephant round the city. He had not quite 
compleated his 25th year, and but one of his reign, when he thus fell: an 
exit, too fuitable to his fanguinary difpofition, and tyrannical acls ! 

On the 26th of July the new Nabob lent prefents, after the cuftom of 
the country, and of the caft in general, to the admiral, confifting of an 
elephant, two fine horfes, a rich Moorijh drefs of gold gingham, with tur- 
bans and fafhes j and a rofe and plume compofed of diamonds, rubies, 
fapphircs, and emeralds, which though not of great value, made a pom- 
pous appearance. Admiral Pocock was alfb complimented with a prefent of 
the fame kind. Admiral JVatfon received the ambalTadors on this occafion 
with marks of great refpeft ; he made a prefent of fine cloth and velvet 
to each in return ; drelTcd his fhips, difplaying as many flags of different 
nations as could be difpofcd of on the yards, mails, and rigging of the 
fhips } faluted them with his cannon i and wrote the following congratu- 
latory letter to the Nabob. 


Admiral Charles Watson, the great commander of the fleet belonging to the 
moji puiJJ’ant King of Great Britain, irrejlibk in battle-, — To the Nabob 
Shujah al Muluk Hassam oDowlah Meer Mahomed- Jaffier Khan 
Bahadar Mahabut Jung. 

“ MIRZA y AFFIER BEG, whom you have done me the honour 
to depute to me, has delivered me your letter and the other marks of friend- 
fhip, with which you have been pleafed to favour me. He has alfo fatis- 
fied my defire, in giving me. an ample account of your health and profperity. 

But 


I 
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But what plcafes me beyond exprcflion, is, to hear that all men rejoice in 
them ; and while they acknowlc^ you arc worthy of them, pray for their 
continuance. This is a fatisfaftion which your prcdeceflbr never knew, and 
which while it gives the moll fublime pleafure to a mind generous like 
yours, promifes happinefs to yourfelf, and a quiet fuccelTion to your 
fon. 

How much I and all my countrymen wilh it, can only be known by 
the benefits you have conferred on us, the extent of which can alone be 
meafured by your gcnerofity, and our gratitude. May day by day make 
known the latter to your content, and our honpur !’* 


X2 


CHAP. 



t >5* I 


CHAP. XI. 

Major Eyre Coote’s expedition up the Ganges, in purfuit of Monfienr Ltfsr, 

^nd his party. 

* 757 * T> Y the articles of the capitulation oi Cbandernagore, the whole of that 
' ij garrifon were to continue prifoners of war ; but about the time of fign- 
ing the treaty, Mr. Law., with a fmall body of troops, made his efcape out 
of Caffmbuzar, and with them marched northward, towards Patna. At 
that place, he was protefted by the late Nabob * ; and on our recommenc- 
ing hoftilities, Mr. Laiv collefted together about 200 of his nation, the 
only remains of the French in Bengal, to aflill him i and which were within 
two days march of the Naboh\ camp, when the battle of Plc^ey was fought. 
On. receiving the news of the defeat, Mr. flopped ; but hearing alfo 
of the Nabob's efcape, he advanced again, and was within a few hours 
march of joining him, when he was taken. 

To clear Bengal entirely of fo reftlefs an enemy to the Englijh, and the 
new Nabob-, on the 4th oi july a detachment of troops, under the command 
of Major Archibald Grant, of Colonel Adlercron's regiment, was ordered by 
Colonel Clive to hold themfelves in readinefs to go in purfuit of Mr. Law 
and his party. Mootenbeg, a Sepoy officer in the company’s fervice, was fent 
on before, with two grenadier companies of Sepoys, as an advanced guard. 
Thefe orders, a few hours afterwards were countermanded, and Major Eyre 
Coote was then appointed to the chief command of the expedition, who ac- 
cordingly on the 5th marched to Muxadabad, and there took on him the 
command of the detachment. 

On the 6th the Major left Muxadabad with 223 Europeans, officers and 
artillery included, 2 pieces of cannon 6 pounders, 3 companies of Sepoys, 
50 Lafcars or Indian failors, and 10 Marmutty men, or pioneers to clear the 
roadj and the fame night arrived at Rumna, where he was greatly dif- 
trcffed by the drunkcnnefs and diforder that prevailed among his people. 

• See Admiral Wat/on's letters to the Nabob complaining of the proteAion given to Mr. 
and his party, p. 143, {S’c. 

On 
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On the 7th, he continued his rout by water •, only the Stp^y) marching by 
land on the banks of the river : At night he reached Chepoua. The next 
day he went on to Belgutto, where meeting with the Dacca fleet of king’s 
boats, he thought it neceflary, for forwarding the expedition, to get two 
Bolias*y a.Goordore+, and 87 Dandies or boatmen, from the Nazir, or of- 
ficer who commanded the boats, to whom he gave a receipt for them. 
After this, the major left the boats and European foldiers under the com- 
mand of Captain Alexander Grant (an officer in tlie company’s military fer- 
vice) and pulhed on by land, with Mr. JobnJlone, a gentleman in the civil 
employment of the Eaji India company, and who now aAed as his fecretary, 
endeavouring to get up with the advanced body of Sepoys. That night he 
arrived at Sooty, a place fituate at the conflux of the Ganges and Caffimbuzar' 
river. On the 9 th the major quitted Sooty, and in the evening of the fame 
day got into a creek near to Dogatchy. Captain Grant, with the Europeans, 
lay by at Cogateby. The next morning the major joined Mootenbeg with 
the advanced party of two grenadier companies of Sepeys, who had been 
before reinforced with about 120 horfe and 7 gunmen, under the com- 
mand of two of the Nabob’s Jamedars or military officers. 

The major had an interview at Dogatchy with Doad Khan, brother of 
Nabob Jaffier Ali Khan, who informed him, that Mr. Law and his detach- 
ment had left T eriagurry but a few days before. He then pulhed on with 
the Sepoys to Rajemaul j where Duan Siburtray (hewed him a letter from 
Mr. Law, dated the 6th, from Baghelpoor, acquainting him with his arrival 
at that place, and that he intended to proceed by flow marches to Patna, at 
which place he expefted to receive a Perwannah from Meer Jaffier, and to that 
end had inclofed an Arzy or petition to that Nabob. The major took pof- 
feflion of this, and inclofed it in a letter to Colonel Clive the fame night j 
which letter informed him likewife, “ that the two Jamedars having received 
no orders to advance with him, had refufed to go any farther ; and that 
the Phoufdar, or chief magiftrate of the diftrift, who had promifed to have 
500 gunmen and 100 horfemen ready in the morning to reinforce the par- 
ties already polled at the pafles of Sicarigully, and L eriagurry, had been 
worfe than his word, pretending that thofe two places were already fuf- 
ficiently fecured, 200 gunmen and 40 horfe being ftationed at the former, 
and 50 gunmen and 1 5 horfe at the latter The major concluded, with 
requeuing the colonel’s orders concerning one Alexander Saufure, a Swifs, 
whom the Sepoys had apprehended difguifed in a Moor’s drefs. This ex- 
prefs packet was fent to Captain Grant, to be forwarded by him to Co- 
lonel Clive, and the captain at the fame time was exprefly ordered by the 
major to come up and join him with all expedition. 


• Irnitan boats, very long, but fo narrow, that only one man can lit in them abreaS. 
They carry however a multitude of rowers, and are remarkable for their fwiftnefs. 

f A. velfel pulhed on by paddles. 

On 
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*757* On ‘ major received a letter from Captain Grant, on this fid 6 - 

■' ■ " v * Dogatchy, acquainting him with the lofs of the boat which carried the ar- 
rack defigncd for the ufe of the troops, and that the whole fleet was in 
great diftrefs for want of proper tackle and dandies ; but he hoped to be 
able to join the major I'ome time in the night with the light boats only. On 
the receipt of this, the major was again obliged to apply to the Phou/dar, 
who promis’d to procure him fome country arrack, to light boats, 500 ad- 
ditional dandies, and ropes for tackling : But on his being reminded of his 
late promife of affilling the major with a body of men, he defired' to be 
excuied, telling him his troops were fo difperfed in different quarters, it 
was impofllble to collcft them together j but, if that had not been the cafe, 
he fhould never have prevailed on them to march, unlefs the two months 
arrears which were then due to them from the Nabob were firft paid. The 
major advifed the colonel of all thefe difficulties by letter, earneftly defiring 
him to procure proper orders from the Nabob to the Jamtdars and other 
^ officers of the places he was to pafs through, to fupply him with all the 
neceffaries he might (land in need of. — Captain Grant, agreeable to thc: 
hopes he had given him, joined the major this night with all the boats, ex- 
cept that , which carried the ammunition, and a tumbril-boat, of whichmO; 
tidings could be, learned. 

The next day. Major Cbote fent out fome- parties in fearch of the boats . 
that' were miffing, and employed all the caulkers and carpenters that could' 
poffibly be procured, in refitting the other boats. The Phoufdar again. 
alTured him, that he had difpatched people every where to colleft the boats 
and dandies he had promifed, and faid he made not the leafl doubt but 
they would be all ready the next day. At night the major had the fatis- 
fadion to be joined by the ammunition- and tumbril-boats, both of which 
were fuppofed to have been loft. — At the fame time, he received a letter 
from Colonel Clive, ordering him to follow Mr. I^w.a.5 far as Patna, he. 
could not come up with him fooner. 

The 13 th, StT]t9,nt Devergue having reported, that the ipnhner Alexander ' 
Saufure, (who at firft came from Europe to Bombay as a volunteer, in a Swifs. 
company of Ibldiers, btit loon after left our Eajl India company’s fervice) 
had been endeavouring to perfuade him to defert, and carry over with him 
as many men as he could to the French, and that he had ■ alfo difclofed to 
him a fcheme he had formed for his efcapcj by the, connivance of the Sepoy, 
who was centinel over him ; and farther, that he had communicated to him the 
contents of a letter which he had written to Mr. giving an account of, 
the proceedings of this Englijh detachment, and of its force ; the major, 
on the ferjeant’s information, fent Lieutenant Flablon to the prifoner, who 
took from him a letter addreffed to Mr. Law, and another to fome other per- • 
fbn. F'rom the laft letter it appeared, that Saufure had been formerly in the 
Dutch fervice at Batavia, where he had killed one officer, and wounded 
two Others in different duels j that he had the good fortune to efcape 

to. 
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to Pondicherry j but lately, upon account of a rencounter of the fame kind, * 757 « 
he had been obliged to leave that place alfo, in a Danijh (hip bound to 
Bengali and that juft before the battle of Plajfey he had joined the few 
French who were then at Caffimbuzar, In his letter to Mr. Law, he gave 
an account of that battle ; the defeat of Serajah Dowlabi with his confufion 
and perturbation of mind after the death of Meer Modun his chief general, 
and finally, his flight from his capital. He added, that had nimfclf, 
previous to the action, been fupported witli 4000 men as an advanced 
guard, and which the Nabob had aiftually promifed him, he would have 
prevented the little Engliflo army from taking poflefllon of Plajfey grove i 
to which, and to his not being properly fupported in the tankj where 
he had placed the few Frenchmen who were with him, he attributed the 
lofs of the battle. — He went on with faying, that he had propofed to 
Monf. St. FraiSy the commander of the French troops, to march with 
his handful of forces up the country, with a view of joining Mr. Law, 
but St. Frais anfwercd, it was impradticable, and therefore defired his 
people to difperfe, and take the beft care they could of themfelves. He 
added, that he had defignedly fecreted himfclf until Major Coote had 
began his march v and advifed Mr. Law to get a paflport from Meer Jaffier 
to fecure him a fafe and uninterrupted paflage through his country, though 
he acknowledged, that the Nabob, infiuenced by Colonel Clive, had adlually 
difpatched orders to the Nabob of Patna for detaining him and his party 
on their march. However, faid he “ You, Sir, have it in your power, with 
“ the troops under your command, to get the better of the Englijh detach- 
“ ment, who are now in purfuit of you. In the twinkling of an eye, you 
“ may entirely change the face of affairs here. Your name is in high 
“ repute among the Moors, and the military reputation of Mr. BuJJy is fo 
“ great and dreaded, that this party mull inftantly fly at his very name.” 

He proceeded with advifing Mr. Law, by a counter-march, to attack our 
troops in the night-time, in a certain place which he particularly deferibed ; 
affuring Him, that by fuch a coup he might eafily kill or make prifoners all 
the officers, efpecially thofe of the Sepoys, who were more addidled to 
drunkennefs than even the Europeans themfelves. — He concluded his letter 
with thefe words : “ I wifhed to have delivered to you in perfon this intelli- 
“ gence, but on the third day of my journey, I had the misfortune to be 
“ arrefted, difguifed like a Moor : I (hall do every thing in my power 
“ however to make my efcape ; for which purpofe I beg you to fend with 
“ the bearer, a good Alcara *, who underftands the Pertuguefe language.— 

“ The Englijh arrived zt Rajamaul the nth inftant.” 

The prifoner being brought before Major Coote and the other officers, 
acknowledged the above letters to have been written with his own hand j 
and having nothing to plead in his defence, was judged unanimoufly to be 
deferving of death, as a fpy -, and the major thinking it proper to carry the 


* A guide and {py« 
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fentence into immediate execution, he was accordingly ha^ed in rfic front 
of the battalion. The Sepojy whom he had feduccd, was tried the next day 
by a court-martial compofcd of Subadars* and Jamedarsy who finding him 
guilty of confcnting to connive at, and aflift Alexander Saufure in making hi» 
efcape, ordered him 500 laflies with a ratan, and to be turned out of the 
fervice. 


The Pboufdary reprefcnting to the major, that he could not aflure him of 
the boats and dandies before the enfuing night, and exprefsly promifing 
that every thing ftiould be then ready, the major thought it moft advifable- 
to poftpone his march till the 1 5th in the morning. When this day arrived,, 
he found himfelf under the difagreeable neceflity of putting off from Raja- 
maul in the fame embarraffed condition he arrived there the Pboufdar. and 
Duan an officer next in command, having neglefred to procure him the 
boats and dandies which they had fo faithfully promifed, and in the former 
of which he intended to have embarked the Bepoys. This body of troops 
therefore were ftill obliged to march on by land, and at night arrived at 
Sicarigullyy where they joined the major ; who had a little before arrived 
there with the other part of the detachment, excepting it boats that were 
under the command of the officer of the rear-guard, and who could not 
get up that night through want of a fufficient number of dandies to track 
againft the current. At Sicarigulty, the major vifited the pafs of that 
name, which is a road from about 9 to 12 feet wide, cut through a, 
rock, and covered on each fide by an impenetrable Jungle or coppice, 
while a rivulet or water-courfe, very hollow and impaffable, runs near to* 
the Futtacks or gate : if a ball was difeharged here, it could not go above 
100 yards in a line, the road every, where abounding with fo many intri- 
cate windings. In this pafs too, fuch deep breaft-works and trenches are 
thrown up,, that it would be very difficult to force a paffage, if well de- 
fended. Tht King's Road is faid to be eafier of accefs than this, and lies, 
about a mile nearer the foot of the mountain. The major went alfo to 
fee the tomb of Seid Abmud Mabdoonty which ftands upon the top of the’ 
rock, and was built at the expence of Sharejhe Kbany uncle to the famous 
Aurengzehe here he received a vifit from the JamedaVy who promifed to 
procure him a frefh fupply of dandiesy affuring him however at the 
fame time, that tht French, party he was in purfuit. of, were already gotr 
ten beyond Patna. 

On the i6’th, the major left Sicarigullyy and on his arrival at 
was complimented with a vifit from the Buan and Jamedar of Teriagurry- 
pafs % who informed him, that the French had halted there two days, at- 
the i\mt Serajah Bowlab was prifoner at Rajamaul-y and that* upon the 
Jamedar' i affuring them, that no kind of affillance would be given them,, 
mould they perfift to advance farther down the river, they had returned. 

* Black commanders of a company. 
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back; and be added, that theprcfent Naheb^ Meet had done him 1757. 

the honour to thank him, for fmving rendered to him and his people fo v- * 

acceptable a fervice. The mjgOr foon afterwards proceeded -on to Jert- 

a^urry pafe. This is only a wall carried on from the brink of the river 

(which at -this place is prodigioully rapid) to the foot of the mountain, 
and is almoft impaflablc, being covered^ like that at Sicarigulfy^ with thick 
woods and Jungle \ and hath this farther impediment, that very near to 
the wall, runs a rivulet, on the fide of the hill, fcemingly imprafticablc 
to pafs over. The ballons arc without parapets, having eight lides that 
are not eight feet wide, and they have contrived to build the walls fo 
artfully, that the rivulet ferves for a ditch in front. The ballion-wall, 
which is about 14 feet high, and 50 yards long, entirely commands the 
river, which though it be ^ of a mile broad here, yet the current is fuch 
as to carry all boats clofc under the platform. 

The major arrived this night at Shahahad\ where being informed by 
Mootenbegi who commanded the Sepoys^ that the French were a little beyond 
Bagbelpoor, he difpatched two Hircars or fpies for more certain intelligence* 
detaching at the fame time 100 Sepoys with orders to endeavour to overtake 
them, to fire into their boats, and fo harrafs them, as to give him an oppor- 
tunity of coming up with them. 

On the 17th the major \tft Shababad at day-break, and at 10 o’clock 
arrived at Pyntaby^ Which is a pretty ftrong poll on the top of a hill, in 
which are quarries of lime. He here vifited the tontb of Shah Cummil^ 
and was told by the Nabob's Peons Who were quartered in the place, that 
the French had left it about ten days before- On this intelligence, the 
major continued to pulh on, and leaving Bolgutta on his left, rowed up to 
Calgono-Nulla^ anil arrived in the evening with fomc of the light boats at 
Calgow, where the reft of his troops did not get up till midnight, and 
the next morning. The fituation of Bolgutta is moft delightful, but whafi 
greatly adds to the beauty and pleafure of the place and profpeft, is, 
in the river near to it, are feveral large rocks, whicn in the dry fcalon caufo 
a great fall of water and fome very fine cafcadcs. The Sepc/ys made heavy 
complaints here of the fatigues they had undergone, by fuch long and con* 
tinued marches through bad roads •, and the Dandies declared, that they 
could work no longer at the rate they had hitherto pulhed forwards : the 
major therefore, to filcnce all complaints, and to induce them to go ort 
without delay, was obliged to make each of them a prefent in money. 

This day, a Coafi-Sepoy joined Mootenbeg on the march, who told the 
major that he had deferted from the French, and left them about ten 
days before, encamped at Mongbeer, tp the number of about 140 JEk* 
roptans, and 90 S^tys, with three pieces of cannon; that all the men 
were well armed, but in great want of money ; that he and feveral others 
who were at Gbandernagore when it was taken, though allowed to go where 
they pleafed, chofe to join Mr. Law ; but that having had fome words with 
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his Jamedar., and not having received his pay with any kind of punctuality, 
had come to a relblution of quitting the French^ and oSering his fervice to 
the Englijh^ , While the major continued at Calgow., he received alfo a 
vifit from the Fhoufdar of that place, who told him, the French party were 
arrived at the fort of Mongheer^ where they were collecting all kinds of 
provifions and ftores, for which however they paid a double price ; He 
iidded, they were enabled to do this, having received a little while before,. 
10,000 rupees by Serajah Dowlah'% orders, from the town of M^ngheer \ 
and that even at this time, they were in no want of money. , 

On the 1 8th, the boats being almoft all come up, the major proceeded on 
to Baghelpoor. Here, he received a letter from Colonel Clive, dated the 13 th 
at noon, in which were inclofed others from the Nabob to the different Rajahs,, 
Jamedars^ and Phoufdars, ordering them to fupply the major with every thing 
he flood in need of. The colonel had likewife taken care to inclofe the 
Nabob's Perwannab, direCling the feveral Jamedars in particular, to obey the 
major’s commands ; in confequence of which, Mr. Coote fent for Mirza 
Kelbealy, the fon of Ala Ku!y Khan, the Phoufdar of Baghelpoor, and after hav-. 
ing delivered to him t\\z Nabob's letter, helhewed him the Perwannah he had 
received to command all the Nabob's forces. He then demanded 60 horfe 
of him, which he readily promifed to furnifli, and alfo that they fhould 
be in readinefs to march the next morning. The major afterwards 
put into his hands, (to be forwarded by him) the Nabob's Perwannah, and 'a 
letter of his own, addreffed to the Rajah of Caruckpoor, demanding of him 
200 horfe, which he faid he expeCled fhould join him in two days as 
Mongbeer. The major likewife delivered to him another Perwannah, inclofed 
in a letter from himfelf to the Jamedar of Bhar, requiring him, on the 
fuppofrtion of the French being at that place, to dillrefs them by burning 
their boats, and throwing every other impediment in their way,, that, 
might detain them till he himfelf could get up. But at midnight, the 
major received a letter from Mr. Pearkes, our company’s chief at Patna^. 
dated the i6th, in which he informed him, that the French had pafled by, 
that city, and were going on to the extreme boundaries of the province.. 
Their force, he faid, confiflcd of about 100 Europeans, 125 Coajl and 40.> 
Bengal Sepoys, 8 field-pieces,, and 9 patceraroes.. 

On the 19th the major put off with, his boats from Baghelpoor, having fentr 
on the Sepoys by land. The fame day he vifited Mirza Kelbealy, and defired 
of him 40 Dandies to enable his troops to go on with the greater difpatch- 
in purfuit of the French, — Here he faw a Mofque built by Shah Zada, moft 
beautifully fituated on an high rock, by the river’s fide ; alfo a pretty, 
romantic houfe on the top of a ftill higher rock in the middle of the. 
river, with a number of figures cut in, the rock. This very agreeable 
manfion was inhabited by Faquiers, who feemed to. think that they did 
the major great honour by accepting of fome money from him. Soon 
afterwards he pafled by Sattangunge a neighbouring town, and lay that, 
night at Jehanguira. From hence,, he. wrote to Rajah Ramnarain, Nabob > 
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xii P.itna, defiring him to oppofc the French, and to prevent their going 1757. 
farther up the river-, and alfo a letter to Mr. Pearkes, inclofing a number v'— 
of papers calculated to induce tht French troops to defert, wiiich he defired, 
if pofllble, he would get dropt in the French camp. On the 20th the 

major left Jehanguira, and. on his arrival at GourgahNuIla, was joined by 

Mirza Kelbealy with 60 horfe, and a parry of Buxerries or matchlock foldiers. 

He alfo this day met Jlgab Meer, a Faquier, who told him, that he left 
Patna bur three da^'S before, and the French were then at a garden- 

hoiife, three Cofs or fix Englifi miles from that city. Late this night, the 

major arrived at Mongbeer fort, and on the Duan's vifiting him, he dem.iiH!ed 
of him Dandies and 100 trackers *, having been difappointed in receiving 
thole he expedted from Mirza Kelbealy. — A grenadier-boat, and a tumbril 
boat, and the rear-guard did not get up with him this night. The 2 iff, 
the officer of the rear-guard having joined the major, and reported that the 
two boats which did not get up the preceding night, were a ground upon 
a Ihoal, an officer and 30 Dandies, furnifhed by the Duan, weie ordered to 
go and affift in getting them off. 

In this interval, the major, accompanied by fome of his officers, went to 
take a view of the fort, but uncxpedtedly found the gate ffiut againft them, 
and that r.o admittance was to be gained, though the Duan made one of 
the company, who feemed greatly difconcertcd at this feeming incivility. 

On the major and his attendants approaching very near to the gate, he 
perceived the garrifon to be fo mucli alarmed, or fo hoftile in their inten- 
tions, as to be adually lighting their matches -, on which he refolved 
only to walk round the fort, which was three miles in circumference, but 
badly flanked -, the wall, though pretty high and faced with ftone, was 
to the land-fide ruinous in many places, and might eafily be fcaled. 

The wall is alfo overlooked in fome parts by an high bank at the diftance 
of but fixty yards. The current of the river oppofite to the fort, is fo 
very rapid, that boats are carried down at leaft two miles in croffing only 
to the oppofite fide. The major however was not deterred from making 
the attempt j and though he had the good luck to get over fafe, yet 
one of his boats with fome Sepoys was overfet, by which accident one 
man was drowned, and five (lands of arms entirely loft. Many of the other 
boats not joining ihe major in the night, he came to a refolution of 
croffing the river again, and afterwards lay to, in order to give his people 
an opportunity of getting up with him. Finding however that the Sepoys 
were advanced three Cofs beyond Kabobgunge, he puflied on, and in very 
little time arrived at Hybutgunge. 

On the 22d, the major put off from Hybutgunge', having firft written a 
letter to Colonel Clive, acquainting him that he Ihould follow Mr. Lana 
until he received his orders to the contrary. He alfo forwarded to the 

* Men to draw the boats up by the help of ropes. 
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*757* coboel a letter he had juft before received from Mt.PearieSt the content! 
of which informed him, that the French had advanced 3 Cofs beyond Cbup* 
rnh, from whence they could eafily make their efcape out of the provinces 
as they were not above 5 Cofs diftant from the territories of Sujah Bvwiahy 
Nabob of Oude. The major lay this night at Nabobgunge^ and was joined 
at midnight by the rear-guard. In the mean time, part of the boats pafled* 
by, without touching at Nabobgange^ and got as far as Lutebinpoor. On 
the 23d, at day-break, the major left Nab^gunge^ and foon after, his Bud- 
gerow * by the force of the wind and current, was driven afhore at Rbua 
Nulla ; there he left her to be refitted, and proceeded on foot to Lutchin- 
pooTi where he joined the reft of the fleet, and the Sepoys.— Then putting 
off from Lutebinpoor^ he reached Bbarrai by five in the afternoon. The 
major now confidering the great rifk his boats had already run, and ftill would, . 
from the dangerous navigation of the river, and that a few more fuch' 
accidents, would inevitably bring on the ruin of the whole expedition; 
he judged it neceffary to order the troops, with the ammunition and artil- 
lery, to difembark, and then putting himfelf at their head, be marclicd* 
three Cofs over land, which brought him to Dirriapoor ; the artillery was ■ 
drawn, and ammunition carried, by his foldiers. On the 24th he marched 
with his whole little army from Dirriapoor to Purraruck, which places arc- 
diftant about 20 £»^/^miks from each other. The European foldiers during; 
this march, expreffed the greateft difeontent, complained of the fatigues 
they had gone through, and the many hardlhips they had fuffered, by the 
want of moes and arrack, and at laft pofitively refufed to go any farther. 
The major finding the, men in a dilpofuion to miuiny, aitd perceiving at 
the fame time that the wind and river were more favourable than they had- 
lately experienced, thought it advifable to re-embark the European troops,., 
but putting himfelf at the head of the Sepoysy he marched with, them to. 
Bhar^ wluch was- three Gs/i farther. 

On the European troops arrival at BJsfar., the m^orfent fome of the fer- 
jeants with a meflage to them, reminding them of the favours, he had con-- 
^trred, and how. ready he had been to oblige them upon all occafions ; and ; 
how fenfiblc he was of their p/efent bad behaviour; and concluded,. with i 
affuring them; that if they did not prefently amend, he certainly would: 
reprelcnt their condu^ to Colonel C/we, and the reft of tho army,. and 1 
leave them behind him at Patna. Idicy returned for anfwer, that “they 
“ fliould look upon the latter part of the difgrace- as the moft defirable 

event that could happen to them, fince they were perfuaded, that their 
“ officers intention was to kill them in order to put their prizermoncy inta i 
“ their own pockets.” — The feijeants told the major, there was nothing ; 
new in their prefent , behaviour, for that they had been grumbling during 
the whole expedition.— The major, forry^ to find his remonftrances had no i 
offcft on thefe fellows, wsrote a. Iptter to Colonel, C&vr, . informing him,-, 

0x1$ of the moft convenient boats to be ftxmd in this coaiotcy. / 
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tfiatif oa Kb arrival' axPaina he ihould find Mr. Law and his party were 1757. 
litiJl within the bounds of the Nabob's country, he then propofed to go on ' — 
in the. purfuit of them with only the Sepoys, leaving the Europeans (who 
in their prefent temper he thought could not be depended upon) to follow 
by cafy marches under the command of Captain Grant ; and requefted his 
pofitive orders, whether if the Nabob's forces refuted to accompany him, he 
fllould with- the Sepoys only, purfuc the French into the next province. 

On the 25th the major reached Bykulpoor, diftant from Bhar 10 Cofs, 
and diere received a leucr from Ramnarain, Nabob of Patna, expreffing his 
tmcafinefs at net having had any letters from him, or more early advice of 
his arrival in his province j adding, that he had fent out fotne of his prin- 
cipal men to meet him, and conduct him into the city. Soon after this, 
a relation of the Rajahs waited upon the major, who afllired him, that 
Ramnarain had fent 2000 men after the French, but they unluckily were 
gotten out of the province; This news was afterwards attempted to be con- 
firmed by a fecond letter the major received from Ramnarain himfelf,, 
in which he declared, had he been advifed in time, he could' eafily have 
ftopped the French, but as that was now impradicable,. he would on 
the major’s arrival in the city, confult with him about the beft methods 
which were in future to be purfued. Major anfwcred, that he 

fiiould be at Patna the next day, and would then wait upon him, and 
with his advice fettle his plan of operations. The Dutch chief was pleafed' 
to fend his fecond, in the State Budgerow, to attend the major and con- 
duft him into the city. Mr. Psar^w alfo took thb opportunity of waiting 
tipon him. 

On the 26th, Mr. Cbote, having fent on the STpoyj and artillery by land,, 
put oflF with the fleet, and at ten, arrived at the Englip factory, where he 
quartered all the Eteropeans- and Sepoys'. In palling by the Dutch faflory, 
he was fainted with 21 guns,, and had a vifit from Mr. Delatour the Dutch 
chief. Here a letter under the malk of complailance was brought him from 
Ramnarmn\ the purport of 'which was to delire him, as the hour was 
late, and as the major could not but be greatly fatigued, that his vifit 
might be deferred till the next morniBg,- 

BUtin the evenbg <rf the fame day, as if intended to prevent all ami- 
cable intercourfe, three of the major’s Sepoys and the European butcher with 
three of his attendants, bringing in fomc bullocks from the * Bazar, were 
without any provocation, knocked down^ beaten, and wounded. The major, 

00 his. being informed of this outrage, fent Mirza Kilbealy, to the Rajah to< 
complain of it 5 declaring, that until he Ihould be informed what was the 
reafon for that treatment^ he thought himfelf obliged to provide for his 
(^o fafety : Ramnarain plaufibly anfwered, he was forry fbr what had hap- 
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pence?, and /JjouJd he he- fo fortunate as to find out the guilty perlbns, he 
* would certainly fend them to the major to be puniihed. On the 2ytn 
Major CoDte wrote to Colonel Cltve, informing him of the feyeral occur- 
rences, and of the JVa^n^’s declining ta fee him. After he had Hnilhed his lec~ 
ter, he vifited Mahmud Ami IChan (who, with many other men of diftingui/hed 
rank, though not in the coihmand of a province, was commonly honoured 
with the title of Nabob j and Meer Cajfim ; the one the brother-in-law, and 
the other the brother of Jafficr Jli Khan : At night, both thefe gentlemen, 
attended by fome of the chief Jamedars., returned the major’s vifit, and 
had a conference with him in private. The fubftance of what Mahmud 
Ami Khan faid, touching the dependance the major ought to place on the 
friendlliip of Ramnarain, was to the following purport ; “ that Ramnarain’s 
views were to make himfelf independant of the Soubabdar Meer Jaffier, and 
that he had the night before been advifed in council to fall upon the 
major unawares, and cut off him and his whole party.” On the 28th the 
major wrote to Colonel Clive, acquainting him with what he had learned 
from Nabob Mahmud Ami Khan •, and again requefted his dire6lions, whe- 
ther he fhould follow Mr. Law into Sujah Lowlah's country. He took 
this opportunity alfo of writing a complimentary letter to Nabob Jaffier Alt 
Khan, on account of the affiftance which, by his Perwannahs, he intended 
to render him, though in reality they proved but of little fervice towards 
facilitating his expedition. Major Coote alfo now wrote a letter to the Nabob 
of Oude, Sujah Dowlah, requefting him not to allow the French to enter 
his dominions, but if they were already there, to feize and deliver them up 
into his hands, or at leaft to permit him to advance into his territories 
after them ; and concluded with telling him, that he fhould expedt an an- 
fwer at his arrival on the borders. 

The major finding, that his ttmonftrances to the foldiers on the 24th had 
very little weight, and that a tendency to mutiny ftill remained, now thought 
it necelTary to order a court martial, for the trial of the ring-leaders ; 30 of 
whom were fentenced to punifhment, which they received that afternoon ; 
by this timely feverity a total flop was put to any fuch diforders for the 
future amorig- the European troops. But on the 29th feveral of the major’s 
Dandies, Bazar, and black fervants deferted.; and the Sepoys when they 
were paraded to march off, grounded their arms to a man, and refufed to 
go any farther. ^They complained bitterly of the great fatigues they had 
already gone through, the immenfe diftance they were now removed from 
their families, the promifes that had been made them at Madrafs, that they 
fhould go no farther than Calcutta, which afterwards were changed to 
Chandernagore, then to Muxadabad, and that now they faw no period ' to 
their marching ; They complained alfo that they had not received their 
juft pay. The majorj having ineffedually endeavoured by fair words and 
promifes to prevail on them again to take up their arms, pointed out to 
them the ill confequences which muft neceffarily arife to themfelves from 
Xheir prefent procedure ; As, that they were then furrounded by the Rajah's 
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troops, whom they had no rcafon to look upon as well afTc^cd towards 
them ; that by thus quitting their arms they were of cotirfc rendered in- 
capable of defending themfclves ; and if no greater misfortune happened to 
them, they might be fure of being plundered of what little they had, bcfides 
forfeiting all the prize-money which was Hill due to them: but if thefc rc- 
prefentations had no weight with them, they were at liberty to go.wherc- 
ever they thought proper, as he had already provided men to take up thofe 
arms which they fo fhamcfully abandoned. Thii operated fo cfTeftually upon 
them, that they immediately refumed their arms, and confented to march. 
He then ordered the artillery and Sepoys to march by land to the Englijh gar- 
dens at Batikypoor^ 3 Cofs N. W. of Patna, and the European foldiers to 
embark, and proceed thither by water. Before he himfcif ftt off from 
Patna, he was again cautioned by Mahmud Ami Khan to be diffident of 
Ramnarain and thofe troops of his which were to accompany him, who, 
he affiired the major, would be of no fervice to him ; and then put him 
in mind of the incivility and infult with which the major and his people 
had been treated by this Nabob, 

On the 30th Major Coote halted at the gardens j and fpent the whole day 
in adjufting his boats, ordering the Bazar, paying his men, and prcjfaring 
every thing for his march. He fummoned alfo the four captains who were 
under him, to a council of war, and having laid before them two letters he 
had received from Colonel CHve of the 14th and 17th of July, directing 
him to purfue Mr. Law as far as he poffibly could ; he obferved to them, 
that they had now proceeded beyond Patna, and that he had received 
pofitive intelligence, Mr. Lavs was now a day’s march out of the pro- 
vince, and encamped in that bf Sujah Lowlah •, he therefore put the quef- 
tion, whether they thought it poffible that the detachment under his com- 
mand, could go on with the fame expedition as they had hitherto done* 
It was unanimoufly thought impoffible, for the following reafons. ift. Be- 
caufe the Sepoys had already laid down their arms on account of the great 
fatigue they had undergone in their long march to Patna, and had been 
prevailed on with much difficulty to take them up again, adly, Became* 
of the difeontent that reigned among t\\c Europeans, the defertion of the 
Dandies and black fervants, and the very great difficulty which was daily 
experienced of getting others in their room. The council however were 
unanimoufly of opinion, that they fhould dill proceed in the bed manner they 
could, though by eafier marches, in purfuit of Mr. Law,% 

On the 3 id of July, the detachment left Baukypoor-gatAcm, and came 
to Dunapoor, didant 3 Cofs. From hence the major difpatched three liir- 
ears, ordering them to go on ’till they reached the French camp, and then 
bring him all the intelligence they could learn. One of the three, was ordered 
to make the bed of his way back to the major, as foon as they could pro- 
cure any information on the road that might be depended upon. On the id 
of Juguji, the troops reached Munerf, a place belonging to Ramnarain, and 

fiuiatcd; 



I ] 

■jjBf. fitimt€d at the eonflux of the Scan and GangiS i where ^oatevheg informed 
'fc—y—Ki Major (kott^ that on hU arrival at the town, Hyat Kha^ 'vho commanded 
Mammrain’% troop* there, had fent him word, that neith^ he nor his peo- 
ple ftiotild enter it, or go into the Bazar^ for if they did, he would put 
them all to ;d«ith. Lieutenant Jiiwif alfo, who marched with the artillery, 
remarked, that the inhabitants of the villages through which they had 
paired that day, (arid which belonged to Ramnarain) were all armed j the' 
major on this ordered the Sepoys to encamp in the plain by the river’s fide ; 
he Jikewife took care to reinforce the picquet, and pointed the artillery 
itowards the town. 

On the ad, all the foldiers and Sepoys were ordered to embark, with the 
;guns, tumbrils, See. and with the affiftance of as many Lafears as could 
be gotten on board, to crofs the Scan and Ganges in order to their being 
conveyed to Chuprak- The bullocks, the remaining part of the Lafears^ 
AfamK/Zy-rneii, and a Jamedar with i6 Sepoys^ together with the Bazar-- 
people, were direfted to march by land, till they got oppofitc to Cbutrah ; 
and Phereojing (an officer of Ramnarain's) undertook to get them all ferried 
over the river in three days time. The reft of the party arrived at Chuprab 
the fame niglit, and were lodged in the large falt-petre Godowns or ftore- 
houfes, and the faflory-houle. Here the m^or learnt, that Mr. Law had 
left that place 1 7 days before, and was now at Banaras. Late at night, 
Pberooftng came to him, and told him, that he muft be very cautious how 
he proceeded, for that his mafter Ramnarain had fent a gpeat man to him 
yefterday, to defire the major not to think of going any farther than 
Munere, and with the moft pofitive injundfions to his own trotps not to 
proceed a ftep beyond that place : On which account, Pberoyts^ taking it 
for granted that the major would immediately return to Patna^ had flopped 
the bullocks, &c. on the road i the major however infifted on their join- 
ing him, and Pheroojtng promifed that they Ihould be with him the ne^c 
(day. 

On the 3d, Major Coote was joined by the Lafears., bullocks, &c. agree- 
able to the promife given him by Pberepfing } he then examined that of- 
ficer troncemihg what number of troops Ramnarain bad on the fame fide 
of the river he Ww was, who afifured him, that there were none of any 
kind whatever *, by which circumftance, the reader will eafily jiodge con- 
cerning the affiftanee which the major had to expedl from this Nabob. 

The next day, the major fummoned his officers to another council of war, 
when he laid before them the intelligence received from the threeTfrmrr, 
whom he had difpatched from Bauiypoor‘gSixdt’D.% “ That they bad gone 
tjuite up to Banaras, where the French arrived 13 days before ; that five of 
their gentlemen had waited upon ^ Rsyah Bulwarifing to implore his protec- 
tion! who had granted them an old ruinous fort, about a Cofs on this fide the 
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town, by the rivers fide; that fome of their men ftaid in the fort, and ‘ 757 ' 
fome on board the boats j that the Rajah had -difpatched letters to Sajah 
Dewlahy acquainting him, that the French who had fled from the Patna 
confines were now with him, and dcfired his permiifion to continue there 
that Suja Dmlah now rcfided at LuchnoWy 100 Co/r from Sanaras, and that 
the French propofed entering into his fervice ; that Rajah Bulwanfingy had 
4000 men encamped in huts clofe to Banaras ; that Phafel Alt Khan^ Nabob 
of Gangypoury with whom the French had ftaid two days, was marching with 
3000 men, and had advanced 6 Cofs towards the borders of his diftrift ; 
and that troops were affembling on all fidcs on the news of the approach of 
the Englijh. — Finally, that the roads, they the Hircars came over, were 
very bad, with water in them as high as their middle ; that there were three 
rivers to pafs over ; that the current near Banaras was very ftrong ; and that 
the French artillery was not yet landed.” The major dcfired them to give 
their opinions, whether it was advifable to proceed any farther in puri'uit 
of Mr. Latv and his party ? And they unanimoudy refolved, that it was 
not, for the following reafons. “ Becaufe, we apprehend the French would 
not have prefumed to remain fo long as they have at Banaras, but have 
continued their route up the country, unlefs they had been very fure of 
being protedfed by SujahDowlahy and the other neighbouring powers and 
with this proteftion, we have not the leaft reafon to expeft to fuccecd 
at this feafon of the year againft them, fmee we are in want of boats to carry 
the Sepoys up the river ; and the depth of water on the roads, and the thrci* 
rivers we have to pafs, is fuch as to render it impofliblc for us to march them 
by land ; not to mention the diftrefs we are fure of fuftering in an enemy’s 
country, through want of provifions for the foldiers, and of Dandies ; or the 
many bad confequences that may enfue from engaging ourfelves, and the 
Nabob Meer Jaffier, at this junfture, in difputes with the neighbouring 
princes.” 

The nextqueftion, was, whether they had better remain where they were, 
or return to Patna, and there exped the colonel’s farther orders ? The coun- 
cil, without one dillenting voice, agreed, that it was moft expedient, and 
indeed, abfolutely ncceflary, to return to Patna •, efpecially as the furgeon had 
reprefented, that the men fell fick apace, owing in a great meafure, as he 
apprehended, to the ground of the quarters they were now in, being prodi- 
gioufly impregnated with Salt-petre. Befides it appeared that the arrack 
which had been fent for the ufe of the foldiers, was entirely expended, and 
no frelh fupply could be gotten in their prefent fituation. 

This night, two deferters came in from Petera (a town 14 miles north 
from Chuprah ) who informed the major, that the Rajah of that place. Dun- 
feram, was collecting forces, and every day people were joining him from 
the north, and that he had already with him about 3000 horfe, 1 500 foot, 
and four pieces of cannon ; upon which Major Coote again queftioned 
Pheroofing on politics, who, after many equivocations, confefled, that the 
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feveral Rajah*^ of the country, after the death of Serajab Dowlab, thought 
ihcmlclves no longer obliged to pay the balance of the revenues to Nabeb 
Jafficr All Khan^ but infifted on a Furkutey or full difcharge being granted 
them, for which purpofe they were aflembling troops, and taking every other 
meafure to prevent any demand being made upon them. On the 5th Major 
Coote fent one of his * Cbubdars to Rajah Dunferam^ defiring to know his 
reafons for collefting troops, with orders to difmifs them immediately, af- 
furing him that if he refufed to do it, he would inftantly march, and attack 
him with his forces. — The next day the Cbubdar returned from Dunferam 
with tlie following anfwer ; That the troops, he had been affembling, were 
intended for his own fecurity ; but that on his receiving the major’s orders 
he had difmilTed them all. He apologized at the fame time for not waiting 
upon the major, by faying he was not well, but that he had fent his Vacquetl 
to make his compliments. Major Coate however excufed himfelf from fee- 
ing this meffenger. 

On the nth one Denauthhan, who was Gomajlab or agent for an Armenian 
black merchant named Coja Wazeed, an agent to the governor and council 
at Calcutta, complained to the major, that the Dutch fecond was about to 
take the falt-pctre out of his Godowns by force, which he had prepared for 
the EngUJh ; upon this intelligence Major Coote immediately fent, and pre- 
vented 

Soon after, he received a letter from Colonel Clive, with an order that 
he fhould fupport the black agents employed by the governor and council, 
for collefting the company’s falt-petre, againft any perfon whatever who 
fhould offer to obftruA themj which obliged the major to give out the 
following order. 

Major Eyre Coote, commander of the united troops of England, and thofe- 
of Nabob Jaffier AH Kban, in the expedition, to Faina : To all whom 
it may concern. 

WHEREAS the falt-petre belonging to CoJa AJbruff \s coWe&td and 
provided for the EngUJh company •, let no perfon touch it, or interrupt him 
in expediting the faid falt-pctre. — Moreover, if any perfons have feized or 
carried off any of it without his confent, let it be immediately returned 
to him by thofe who. have it in their poffelfion, as they will anfwer Aq 
contrary. 

EYRE COOTE. 

Given zt Patna the: 15th of Auguji, 1757. 

John Johnstone, Secretary; 

• An attendant, whofe office is to carry meffi^es and proclaim the approach of vifitors, 
tiff, literally a Staff^hearer ; fo called from the AafFof wood, (or lilver, according to the rank 

his m^Aer) which, he carries in his hand. 

Here,, 



Here, the major and Mr^ JohnJloney knowing of v/hat confcquencc i 
the article of falc-petre had ever been, and always mud be, as well to 
the Englijb nation in general, as the Eafi India company in particular, had 
ever fince their entering this province, (which is well known to be by wav 
of eminence the country in which falt-petre is manufafturcd) made it theiV 
bufinefs in their leifure hours, to acquire a competent knowledge of this 
important branch of commerce. And as it appeared to them, that by alter- 
ing the prefent mode of collefting ir, much greater profits would arife to 
the company than what they had hitherto experienced, the major thought 
proper to convey the particulars to the governor and council at Calcutta, 
through the military channel. And fome time afterwards, the major and 
Mr. Johnftone ftill ftrongly imprelTed with the idea of its being highly necef- 
fary, that this bufinefs Ihould be ferioufly attended to below, they agreed, 
that Mr. Johnftone Ihould in his own name write to the governor and council, 
in a yet more circumftantial manner, pointing out the ways and means by 
which, if ftriflly carried into execution, the company could not avoid 
making very confiderable advantages, and at the fame time be enabled to 
fupply government with falt-petre at a much lower price than ever before. 
Doubtlefs, due attention was foon paid to thefe falurary reprefentations ; 
and the good efFefbs of the major’s and Mr. Johnftone'% enquiries and 
reports, have for many years paft been happily experienced in this king- 
dom. 

On the 13th, the major embarked the European troops, artillery, and 
Sepoys. Pheroofing, finding by this manoeuvre the m^or was determined to 
march that day to Patna, feenied very uneafy, and framed many excufes 
to prevent his going •, but when he perceived that he could not prevail, he 
begged of him not to credit the feveral reports which had been propagated 
againft his mafter Ramnarain j and concluded with alking the major, whether 
he would have Hyatt Khan ordered with his troops into the city ; but this 
Mr. Coote would by no means admit of. The major arrived the fame night 
at Patna, and no fooner fet foot in the city, but he fent for Nabob Ami 
Khan, and after reading him a letter, as he was diredlcd to do, which he 
Irad received from Colonel Clive, at Muxadabad, he defired him to give 
his opinion of the prefent fituation of affairs in general and demanded 
of him in particular how many troops there were in and about the city, 
fcff. The major was now furrounded with a variety of political objeffs •, 
indeed he had fo nice and difficult a part to aft, as called for the utmoft 
exertion of alji his abilities. We have feen, that Meer Jaffier's authority as 
Soubahdar, had hardly reached even the fouthern confines of this province, 
when the major entered it with his little detachment, otherwile fo many com- 
plaints of the want of boats. Dandies, i^c. would not have been made. 
Cool, nay even unfavourable, was the reception given to the major by Ram- 
narain at his entering Patna-, outrages were offered by this Nabob's. 
people ,to the Sepoys and butchers belonging to the army •, the council held 
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1757* by the 'Nabob on the fubjed of the major and his party, was hoftile; 

■ — the intelligence given by Meer Jaffierh two brothers, (whom the major 
had received orders to confult and ad in concert with) concerning the 
aim of Ramnarain, to make himfelf independant of the Subabdar^ was 
corroborated by almoft every other pollible circumftance, in the behavi- 
our of Ramnarain himfelf; befidcs the preparation for war in the gar- 
rifon of Mongheer, and the levying troops in almoft every different part 
of the country: add to thefe particulars, that Meerjaffier's two brothers 
had from time to time acquainted the Soubabdar of the uncertain tenure 
by which he held even his nominal dignity in the country. Meer . 
Jaffier, aduatcd by refentment towards Ramnarain, and being in dread of 
his power and machinations, (encouraged alfo by the affurances fent him 
from his two brothers, that it would be an eafy matter for them, aided 
by the major, to depofe Ramnarain,) fometimes feemed refolved that an 
attack fhould be made on the palace, and that Ramnarain Ihould be treated 
as a difaffeded perfon to his government. At other times, moved by poli- 
tical caution and timidity, he would contradid the orders, which but 
juft before he had refolved Ihould be vigoroufly carried into execu- 
tion. — Thefe inconftant refolutions, could not but make the fituation 
of the Englijh commander extremely unpleafant. At length, after hav- 
ing maturely confidered the inftrudions he had at different times re- 
ceived from Colonel Clive, and the ftate of the Nabob’s affairs in this pro- 
vince, the major concluded, that if by the ftrength of his reafons, and the 
influence of his arms, he could convince Ramnarain that it was as con- 
fiftent with his intereft, as it was with his duty, for him to lay afide all am- 
bitious views, and peaceably fubmit himfelf to him who was now become 
Soubabdar of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, the gaining fo material a point 
could not but terminate in the peace and happinefs of the provinces in 
general, as well as the intereft of the contending powers in parti- 
cular. He refleded, that could he but accomplifh this defirable end, 
he had the ftrongeft reafon to believe, it would afford great pleafure to 
Colonel Clive the commander in chief, and redound to the honour and 
advantage of his own country, befides the enjoyment of unfpeakable 
fatisfadion, which fuch happy fruits muft undoubtedly afford to his own 
mind. 

Thus aduated, he gencroufly laid afide, and nobly fubdued in his breaft 
every emotion of refentment for the indignities and outrage that had been 
offered to his own perfon, and the troops under his immediate command ; 
and then conveyed his friendly fentiments and difpolition to Ramnarain, 
through the channel of Pheroojing: and he had the addrefs to convince 
that AJiatic politician of the fincerity of his profefllons, who, in confcquence, 
at lait appeared truly defirous of having an interview with the major. 
Accordingly on the 15th, accompanied by moft of his officers, and Mr. 
Pearkes, Mr. Coote waited’ upon him in a full Durbar, where he was treated 

politely. 



[ 173 ] 

politely, and received the ulual compUtnent of -a drefs or veft, and a j 
horfe. 

The next day, the major had a conference with Pberoofmg, to whom he 
urged the abfolute neccflity there was for his mafter’s Iwearmg allegiance in 
a public to Meer Jaffier ■, and they parted after agreeing that /V^erc^/- 

ing Ihould communicate the major’s propofal to the Nabob. On tl.e zoih, 
Pheroojing came to the major, and faid that his mailer having fomething of 
importance to communicate to him, would be glad to fee him at any time 
that was moll convenient to himfelf, but intreaied that no mention of this 
vifit might be made to Meer CaJJim untill it was pad j to which rcquell Mr. 
Coole readily confented, and promifed to wait on the Rajah the next morn- 
ing. Accordingly on the 21ft the major went to Ramnarain, and ferioufly 
talked to him on the fubjccl of his duty and public fubmiflion. After 
a great deal of confidential difeourfe had palTed, the Nabob declared, 
that, provided his life, honour, and ftation were lecured to him on tlie 
faith of the Englijh, as well as the folemn promifes of t\\t Soubahdar., he 
was ready to take the oath propofed ; and if the major would fay tliat he 
would be accountable for tlie fame, he would immediately do it in a full 
Durbar. The major replied, that he would engage, as far as in him lay, 
fo long as he fiiould prove faithful and juft to the Souhahdar in every 
branch of his duty ; to this Ramnarain rejoined, that this he moft certainly 
ever would ; and then propofed as a proof of his finecrity, that he might be 
allowed immediately to lummon ^ Durbar., and requefted the major to fend 
for Mahmud Ami Khan, Meer Cajfim, and fuch Englifi officers as he thought 
proper, to be witnefies of the ceremony. — Mr. Code, with gnat delicacy 
declined the Rajah's offer, and begged that he would not think of doing it 
juft at that time, becaufe lie was defirous it Ihould appear to be entirely his 
own voluntary aeft, advifing him to weigh the fubieft maturely with his 
friends, and if they approved of his doing it, and he continued in tiie 
fame refolution the next day, he then would wait upon him again. On 
the 22d, the major received a meflage from the Rajah, defiring tJiat he 
would come to him, accompanied by Mahmud Ami Khan, Meer Coffini, 
and as many others as* he thought proper. Accordingly Mr. (boote 
waited upon him in the evening in full Durbar, where Ramnarain per- 
formed his promife to him, by fwearing allegiance to Meer Jaffier Ali Khan ; 
and a few days after, the major wrote a letter to the Soubahdar, acquainting 
him with the fteps he had taken towards fettling his allairs in this part 
of the country. 

On the 23d Mr. Coole received a very polite anfwer to the letter he 
had written to Sujab Dowlah, Nabob of Oude ■, which affured him of Ins 
attachment to the Englijh ■, and that if the French had not marched out of his 
dominions before the receipt of the major’s letter, he certainly Ihould have 
made it his bufincls to have fccurcd them,, and afterwards to have given 
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> 757 * them up into his hands. But on the 26th, notwithftanding thcfe profeffions 
' of friendfliip on the part of Sujah Dowlab, the major received certain intelli- 
gence, that the French ftill continued in his province and on the 29th, 
he received a letter from Mr. Pearkes, reprefenting the ill ufage he and 
his people had met with from Cojab j^ruff's Peons^ and rcquefting 
him to fend a party to his afliftance, as he was really in danger of 
lofing his life. Mr. Coote on the receipt of this letter, immediately 
wrote to Cojah ylfiruff, ordering him to wait upon Mr. Pearkes, and 
deliver up to him thofe people who had ufed him ill, otherwife that he 
v/ould go himi'clf, and Hnd them out. The major wrote alfo to 
Mr. Pearkes, and communicated the contents of this letter, and added, 
that if there was a neceffity, he would march immediately to his aflif- 
tance. 

On the 1 ft of September, Mr. Coote received an order from Major Kilpatrick, 
who then commanded the army to return thither with his whole 

detachment and the next morning he began to put thofe orders in execu- 
tion, by fending off the train of artillery, bullocks, and Lafears, under the 
eftort of a Jamedar, and 19 Sepoys, who were to march over land.—- On 
tlie 4th, he fent to the Rajah, requefting him to haften the boats, and 
ilie other things which were neceffary for his departure. — On the yth 
the troops were embarked ; but from their not being provided with a 
fufficient number of boats, there was a neceffity for crouding a large 
party of Sepoys into one, by which the Chuppar, or upper flight deck, 
broke down, killed one man, and wounded 10 more. — That night the 
detachment arrived at Futivah. — On the 8th they left Futwah, but the 
major finding himfelf greatly indifpofed, was obliged to give up the command 
to Captain Grant. — On the 13th they' arrived fafe at Muxadahad, where 
Mr. Coote received orders from Colonel Clive to go down to Cbandernagore, 
with the kings troop’s, a company of Swifs, and 200 Sepoys ; but as 
he ftill continued very ill, he was under a neceffity of remaining at 
Cafftmbuzar for a few days, and Captain Gaupp went down with the 
detachment. 

Such was the end of Mr, Coote's, then, uncommon expedition ; which, 
though it did not fucceed as to its principal objeft, “ the capture of Mr. 
Law and his party,” yet was attended with great advantages to his country 
in general, and to the Eajl India company in particular. For befides his 
obliging Ramnarain, the moft powerful Rajah of the country, to the very 
humiliating circumftance of fwearing allegiance to Meer Jaffier, he likewife 
laid open the interior ftate of the northern provinces ; and in conjundion 
with Mr. JohnJlone, gave the company a confidcrable infight into the falt- 
petre bufinefs, from which branch of trade fuch advantages have fince 
accrued to the public. I muft take the liberty to add alfo, that through 
the whole expedition, it fully appears, he did all the fervice that was in his 
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power to do, and (hewed himfelf in every rcfpeft a brave and a6live officer. 
In a word, the uncommon fpirit, relblution, and pcrfevcrancc he manifcitcd 
upon this occafion, may be juftly looked upon as fome of the firft fruits of 
thofe military talents, which afterwards (hone with fuch lullre in the 
defeat of Mr. Lally at the battle of WandewaJ!)., and in the reduftion 
of Pondicherry, by which the French power in India, was totally annihi- 
lated *. 


• The capture of Monf. Lanxi was referved to be accompliflied by Major, fincc Bri{»adicr 
General, Carnac^ who, on the fame day (ijlh January Pondicherry capitulated, 

obtained a complete and decifive vidlory over dhah'^dah^ the prefent Mogul, or king of &- 
doftan. Monf. Lctsw and a party of Fnnchf who had joined tW Royal Standard^ were taken 

E rifoners on the held of bataCi aad the prince a very few weeks after the adlon, furrendered 
imfelf to the major* 
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C H A P. XII. 

Jdmiral Watfon*^ ficknefs and death : His ebaraSier. — Admiral Pocock 
fucceeds Mr. Watfon in the command of the fquadron. — Befcription of the 
Argill, — and of the Arica, Chulta, Mango, 'I'atoon, and Ruffa trees,-— 
Account of coins at Bengal. 



B engal had but juft beheld the funfhine of peace and profperity, 
when an event took place which overcaft the whole province : an 
event to me, interefting beyond exprefllon, and which was confidered by 
all, as a public calamity.-— «— Mr. IVatfon during the whole time of his ftay 
in India., had been more or lefs fubjeft to overflowings of the bile, which 
brought on either flight fevers, or griping in the bowels ; but both thefe 
complaints had been always carried oflf by fweats or ftools. Bleeding 
was more than once tried as a relief, but by experience we found that his 
conftitution could not well bear it, efpecially in hot weather ; as lownefs of 
fpirits and want of ftrength were always fure to attend the operation. 


Friday, the izthoi Augujl, Martin paid the admiral an occafional 

vifit at his country-houfe, and found him a little indifpofed : upon the cap- 
tain’s coming away, the admiral defired him to tell me, that if I took an 
airing that evening, he Ihould be glad to fee me. I went foon after I 
received the meflfage, and was concerned to find him much more indifpofed 
than ever before, with laflitude, univerfal uneafinefs, and a ftrong difpofi- 
tion to vomit j the pulfc was low and feeble, his flein hot and dry. I ad- 
vifed him immediately to take an emetic ; he did j the medicine operated 
well, and prefently produced a moifture on the fkin, which feemed greatly 
to relieve him. I recommended his drinking plentifully of (herbet, which 
promoted a fine perfpiration all the night, and the next morning we all 
thought him better; his (kin however ftill continued hot, and his pulfe 
was too quick : He was reftlefs alfo, and as the heat of the day increafed, 
fo did his reftlcflTnefs. I therefore gave him fome faline draughts, and 
ordered a clyfter to be adminiftered. In the evening he became cool and 
much eafier, and was in good fpirits. All this night his perfpiration con- 
tinued, and he flept with great compofurc. 
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In the morning of the t4th, he was almoft free of complaint; his fkin 
was temperate, and his pulfc more regular and Itrong. He dcfircd me to 
read fome fetters, which were juft then brought to him in a packet from 
governor Pigot. They related chiefly to the conduft of Admiral Bsng^ 
and the changes which had happened in the miniftry ; he icflcfted, and 
reafoned much on the uncertain bafis on which an officer’s charadcr ftands, 
and concluded with obferving how much more hazardous it was for him to 
err on the cautious, than the defperate fide. He aftei wards ordered me 
to go to the hofpital *, and fend out Mr. Bevis ro be with him in my ab- 
fence. This gentleman had been furgeon of the Blaze^ but was now one of 
my afliftants, and enjoyed a great ftiare of the admiral’s favour. — With the 
heat of the day Mr. JVatfon grew again very hot, but in the evening I had the 
pleafiire to find him cool and temperate, and much better in every refpeft. 
I repeated again the clyfter, and obferving a great deal of bile to come 
away in his ftools, and that his eyes were a little yellow ; to the faline 
draughts (of which he took one every two hours) I added fix grains of 
rhubarb, with a view of increafing the number of his Itools, and by that 
way carrying off the bile. Acidulated gruels, chicken-water, and whey, 
were his food. 

I vifited him early the next morning ; Mr. Bevis informed me of the ad- 
miral’s having had a good night; and Mr. Watfon himfeif added, that he was 
almoft well. I thought fo too, and in great fpirits left him to return to the 
hofpital, leaving direftions with Mr. Bevis to purfue the fame courfe of medi- 
cines, not doubting but that a few more evacuations by ftool, and the gentle 
perfpiration he was then in, wculd by the evening quite free him from all com- 
plaints. But tliis was the moft fultry day I ever experienced in India\ not a 
breath of air was there for many hours ; both man and beaft, and the very 
fowls of the air, fo fenfibly felt it, that fome of each fpecics fell down dead. 

My dearejl friend Admiral JVatfon, I may truly fay, loft his life by ir. 
At 1 1 o’clock he complained much of exceflive heat, and the want of 
cool air ; and though every door and window in the houfe were thrown 
wide open, he. had no relief. His heat now increafed, his pulfc became 
feeble, and his head confufed. Mr. Bevis about noon fent me an account 6 f 
this alarming change. I hurried away to his houfe, carrying with me three 
blifters, one for the back, and two for the arms, which I put on imme- 
diately. I repeated the clyfter, and with the approbation of Mr. Thomas, 
and one of the moft experienced pradlitioners in the country, I gave him a 
proper quantity of Dr. James's powders. It operated well by gentle vomiting 
and purging, and brought away a great quantity of bile. His head however 
ftilTgrew worfc, and a fleepinefs followed ; a blifter was then applied to the 

* In the latter part of July and the beginning of Augufi, ficknefs increafed lb much among uj, 
that upwards of 600 men were fent to the hofpital. ^ Their diforders were chiefly putrid fevers, 
fluxes, , , 
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1757 * head, and ftimulating poultices to the feet. The room v?as alfo fumigated 
with lemons and vinegar, but alas ! all was to no purpofe, for on Tuefday the 
1 6th, between 8 and 9 in the morning, to our unfpeakable grief, he died ; 
and a putrefaction came on to fuch a degree, that in a few hours, the 
body was in an entire ftate of corruption. •. / 

The next day, his corpfe was buried at Calcutta, attended to the grave, 
by Admiral Pocock, by all the captains, and by almoft every officer and 
feaman of the fquadron. Colonel C/tve too, and as many gentlemen from 
the army as could poffibly be fpared, attended on this melancholy occafion. 
Many French gentlemen alfo (who through the fortune of war w'cre his pri- 
I'oners) and feveral thoufands of Armenians and Indians followed him to his 
grave -, nor was there, I believe, an individual among them all, that did 
not filed a tear, or give fome other mark of unfeigned forrow. In a word, 
no man ever lived more efteemed, or died more regretted than Admiral 
JVatfon. A voluntary univerfal mourning, difplayed in fome degree the deep 
/ fenfe which the fleet, army, and fettlement, had of his merit. 

The Admiral, was the fon of DoCfor John Watfon, prebendary of Weft- 
tninjler and reClor of Cajlle-Camps in the county of Cambridge ; his mother 
■was half-fifter to Sir Charles Wager, admiral of the white, and firft lord 
commiffioner of the admiralty. Mr. Watfon born in the year 1714 ; and 
loft his father when he was but nine years old ; his uncle Sir Charles Wager 
continued him at the academy where his father had placed him, and anno 
lyiy he entered him at the age of 15, in the navy. In the year 1734 he 
was made a lieutenant, and February 14, 1737, he became a poft captain, 
being appointed commander of the Garland of 20 guns. 

In the feveral line of battle fiiips he afterwards commanded. Captain Wat- 
fon highly diftinguifiied himfelf, particularly in the aClion of the 3d of May 

1 747, when even the French admiral made the moft honourable mention of 
his fiiip (the Princefs Louifa) and a few others, in the account he fent to his 
court of that memorable engagement. In the aftion which followed that 
fame year, when Sir Edward Hawke commanded in chief-. Captain Watfon 
manilefted the fame gallantry as in the preceding one, and the 1 2th of May 

1 748, “ as a reward for his merit,” (to ufe the very words of Lord Anfon) 
he was raifed to the rank of rear-admiral of the blue, and fent with fome 
fiiips to Cape Breton. 

On the conclufion of the war, he retired into the country, till he was 
fixed upon as <ommander of the king’s fiiips at Plymouth, where he con- 
tinued a Ihort time, and was then, as before related, appointed to the com- 
mand of the fquadron deftined for the Eaji Indies. 

The admiral was handfomeln his perfon, and had a manly commanding 
countenance. His temper, though naturally warm, was exceedingly goodi, 
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and his difpofition extremely humane. His manners were cafy and polite; 1757. 
he was a lover of temperance and fobriety, though he made no fcruple at his ' — ^ 
own table occafionally to promote a free circulation of the glafs ; and his fenti* 
ments were generous and noble. Few men, who, like Mr. IVatfon, had been 
taken from I'chool at fo early a period of life, excelled him in epiftolary 
writing; he ftudied men and things more than books, and was confefiedljr 
quick and happy in finding out real charafters. He liked, and loved the 
honeft man, but detefted the hypocrite.— Though firm in his refolutions, 
he was ever open to convidion, and whenever he thought the public fervice 
would be benefited by any advice he had privately received, he would be 
fure to carry it into execution, and after fuccefs had attended it, to declare 
publicly to whofe counfel that fuccefs was owing. 

He carried about him the fureft mark of bravery, as well as delicacy ; 
for notwithftanding he was well known to have frequently diftinguiflied him- 
felf in battle, yet thefe engagements were never the chofen topics of his 
converfation ; and if by others they were at any time introduced, he was fure 
not to dwell on thofe circumftances which in the eye of the world refleded 
honour on himfelf. — In his public, as well as private charadcr, he ever 
Ihewed a proper regard for the religion of his country ; was never abfent from 
divine worfhip on board his own ihip, and was remarkable for Ihcwing due 
refped to the clergy in genera), and to the chaplain of his own fliip in par- 
ticular : if at any time indeed their condud was inconfiftent with the duty 
of their office, he then became cold and indifferent towards them. 

In fine ; it may be truly faid of Admiral Watfon, that he was a kind and 
faithful hufband, an affedionate father, a fincere friend, and a good citizen. 

His integrity^ humanity, generojity, and dijinterejiednefi * of heart were fuch. 


* This part of the admiral’s charafler was very ^parent even in an early part of his life* 
and which was made known to the public by a fea-ofneer in 1744, in a book entitled, nar- 
rative of the proceedings of his majelly’s fleet in the Mediterranean the following is an ex* 
trafl from it. “ The Tame day the Dragcn^ Captain Charhi Wat/on^ unexpeflcdly came- to 
Hieresy which (hip had been lately employed in fevcral cruizes, between Toulcn and Gibraltar^ 
and in confequence of her orders was to have cruifed fomecime off Cadiz^ and then to hav(J 
proceeded to Lijhon, where the captain was fure of the benefit of 800 Mnidores freight money ; 
but the moment he heard of the preparations of the enemy, and the likelihood of their 
epming out to fea, he made no hefuation. The alluring advantages of a tr p to Lijlcn^ (the 
darling willies of the captains in his majclly’s fleet) with a profpedl of catching an immenfc 
fortune, on a Ration extremely envied and fought after, did not weigh with him, when thofe 
purfuits were incompatible with the fervice of his king and country. But from the moil dijiif 
lerejicdmoivjty without orders, he, with the utmoff expedition joined the fleet at ///>rr/, where- 
by this gentleman poflibly loft that confiucrable prize which was taken by the Sdebay, to the 
value of 300,000!. ; for at that time he would have been on the very ftation, and the Sohbaif 
probably, either at Gibraltar bay, or protefting our trade in the Gut from the Spanijb pri- 
vateers. A demonftration of his choofing perfonal poverty in preference of riches, when the 
true intereft of his country called upon him. Such an ardent zeal, fuch juft and unbiafled 
fentiments, fo uncommon, nay, without an example in the navy, cannot but raifeour admira- 
tion to the higheft pitch, and infpire us with the moft fervent wiflies for the happintls of fo 
much real merit, which cannot be rewarded with too much diftindion, or public acknow- 
ledgment.” 

A a 2 as 
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j 757. as to become almoft pro^bial among the natives, as well as the Europeans 
‘ refiding in the Eafi Indies, and for eveiy one of his fucccfsful enterprizcs,, 
he rendered from the heart praifes to him who alone giveth the vidtory. 

The admiral married in 1 748, the eldeft daughter of John Francis Butter, 
E.fqv of Morval in the county of Cornwall, and left behind him one fon, 
the prefent Sir Charles fVatfon, and two daughters. On the fon, the late 
king conferred the title of baronet,' in honour of his father •, and the Eaft 
India company, in gratitude for the great and effedbual fervices the admiral 
rendered to them, have credted to his memory a monument mWeJiminfter 
jdhhey. 

Admiral fucceeded to the command of the fquadron : he, and the 

brave, honejl, deceafed admiral, had lived Ibr many years in the moll perfedt 
amity •, and notwithftanding Mr. Pococle% importance in this part of the world- 
was greatly heightened by the death of his friend, yet 1 am perfuaded he 
was as thoroughly concerned for him, and as much lamented his lofs, as any 
one gentleman in the fquadron *. 

Soon after the interment of Mr. Watfon, Admiral Pocock aflembled all 
the officers who had been particularly dependant on his predeceflbr, and 
afllired them, that he was their fellow-fufferer in the death of the admiral,, 
whofe memory he muft always have in the higheft efteem, and that he fhould 
think himfelf peculiarly happy in ferving thole whom Mr. Watfon had dif- 
tinguiftied by his more immediate patronage. He repeatedly defired us all 
to reft facisfied with the fincerity of this aflurance •, and told Mr. Watfon's, 
lieutenants in particular, that if they chofe to continue abroad with him, he 
would take them all, as vacancies fhould happen, on board his own fhip, 
and promote each of them in turn, in preference to any other recommenda- 
tion. Almoft all thefe gentlemen did continue under his command, and 
were afterwards accordingly raifed by the admiral to the rank of poft-cap- 
tains. Mr. Pocock had no fooner taken the fupreme command of the fquar 
dron, than a bufy feene opened to his view j it was introduced by the foU 
lowing letter from Commodore fames. . 

To George Pocock, Efq-, &c. &c. . 

Sir, 

I H AVE the honour' to advife you of my arrival off Ihgelee at 5 o’clock' this ; 
evening -, having been difpatched to join you with all poflible expedition by 
Captain ’Townley of his majefty’s fhip Triton. "We were- cruizing off Fort St.' 

• In the month of OBohtr 17,57, the fervkefuftained another confiderable lofs, by the death 
•f Major Kilpatrick., who befides being a brave and experienced officer, was a conftant mediator 
whenever differences fubfitled in the fettlemcnt. Of the 250 foldiers who came with him in 
Auguft 1756 from Madrafs, only 5 furvived their commander, and thefe were now by repeated 
fic^efs emaciated to the greater degree. . 

I. Bavid,. 
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David, but on the 8th inftant were both forced that ftation by the 1757. 
fuddcn and unexpefted arrival of a French fleet, which by failing better v— 

than either of us, put us in the moft imminent danger of being taken. They 
all anchor’d at Pondicherry that day at noon, but as they approached us faft, 

(and with fuch an apparent profped of coming up with us) I imagine 
they would not have left off chace, but for the apprehenfion of being car- 
ried to leeward of their port, I had an opportunity of making the following 
remarks upon the fleet. — The commanding (hip was the nearelt but one, with 
a St..Geor|^^’s flag at the fore-top-maft head; I counted, and with great cer- 
tainty, fifteen lower deck ports of a fide. Seven more of the fleet appeared 
large, and are at leaft two-decked (hips ; the other two were long and low, 
and appeared to be frigates of thirty-four or thirty-fix guns each. The 
VGloire a French frigate, lay at the fame time at Pondicherry, fo that in all 
they hjve now eleven fail. Captain T ownley, after we feparated, flood on to 
Madrafs, from whence he propofed failing in a few hours to join you. 1 
was but five days to Ballafore road, fo that I imagine he may be hourly 
expcfted. 


On the 5th of this month, the Bofcawen, Braund, Norfolk, Bonham, Princefs 
Augufta, Badejon, and Tavijlock, Jenkins, bound to China, arrived at Madrafs ; 
they left England in March with Admiral Coats bound to Jamaica, and kept 
company with Commodore Stevens in the Elizabeth, with t\\^Yarmouth, Wey~ 
mouth, Colchefter and ^eenborough men of war and fVaruick India man, all. 
bound to India, as far as Madeira, where they flopped on the 12th of April, 
while thefe (hips proceeded on by themfelves. As we only juft fpoke with 
them at fea, 1 did not learn any extraordinary news, nor lliall I take up 
any more of your time, as I hope for the honour of waiting upon you in per- 
fon to-morrow. 


I am, Sir, 

Revenge, at hgelee, 1 4th 
September, 1757. 


Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
W. JAMES. 


This early intelligence (for the had only 4 days and 18 hours paf- 

fage from St. David' ^ to Ballafore road) was of great importance, and indeed of 
the utmoft confequence, as it put Calcutta and our fquadron on their guard, 
fcr until now we were totally ignorant of any French (hips of war being in 
India. We had only three line of battle (hips left, the Kent having been 
condemned ; and the Cumberland was a Angle ihip at Culpee, thirty miles 
down the river from Calcutta, preparing to heave down, and not expedling 
an enemy, was in no condition to receive one. The French fleet*, which 
had touched at Porto-Novo, a Dutch fcttlcmcnt, to the fouthward of 
Pondicherry, for intelligence, had from thence fleered along (hore in the 

• This was a part of that fleet, of which the Eaji India dircdors had given fo early intelli- 
gence as Afay 17,56. F/Ve p. 89. . 



[ ] 

1757- night ; and without making any fignal by guns or lights, anchored in Fort 
St. David's road. Our cruizcrs {landing in from the Tea, had done the fame 
about 7 o’clock in the evening, and the next morning at the break of day 
were found to be in a very critical fituation : The French fhips were firft 
difcovered, getting under fail, had Englijh colours flying, and their number 
anfwered to Commodore Stevens's fquadron with the expeded India Ihips of 
the feafon. The Revenge being the fouthermofl: of our fhips, was by the 
accident of her ftarion in a manner almofl; furrounded by them, and an officer 
of lefs adivity and difeernment than Mr. James might have been fatally 
deceived •, efpecially as he had received certain advice but two days before, 
that Mr. Stevens might every hour be expeded. — By an expert and fuperior 
manoeuvre our flaips were gotten under fail quicker than thofe of the enemy, 
and by that means foon increafed their diftance ; the French admiral therefore 
made the general fignal to chace, and feveral other fignals, all with EnglijJs 
colours, by which the governor of Fort St. David was fo much deceived, 
that he fent off Mr. Newton, a gentleman of the council, to congratu- 
late, as he thought, Mr. Stevens, upon his arrival, and to invite him on 
flaore i and fent alfo four Mojfulas, or country boats, to accommodate him, 
and any of tlie gentlemen of the fquadron, over the furf. Mr. Newton 
was in the firfl: boat, and adually went a-long fide of the French admiral, 
before he was convinced of his miftake, and was thus made a prifoner. The 
other boats took the alarm upon the French fhips firing at the Revenge, and 
rowed in fhore, and Mr. James had the prefence of mind to throw into them, 
for the reinforcement of Fort St. David, near one hundred recruits, which he 
took out of the India men mentioned in his letter to Admiral Pocock on their 
pafTage to Madrafs. He left his own boats, an officer, and fixteen Lafears, 
to affifl in landing them, and eluded the purfuit of the enemy, with no 
•other lofs or inconvenience, than having fome of his rigging cur, and his 
fails fii:ed through. 

At this feafon of the year, the current fets ftrong to the N. E. which, to- 
gether with the S. W. monfoon, renders it difficult for fhips that fall to 
leew'ard of their port to beat up. The French admiral therefore, as foon as 
he got abreafl oi Pondicherry, made the general fignal to leave off chace, and 
flood into that road, when he haflily landed a few men and ftore.s, and 
the next day precipitately failed away to Mauritius ; probably, being 
convinced, that by the efcape of Our cruizers, our fcttlements and fhips 
would be put fo much on their guard, as to render any attempt of his abor- 
tive. 

I once intended to have given f fummary account of the farther progrefs 
of the Britijh arms in India, from the death of Admiral IVatfon down to 
the redu( 5 lion of Pondicherry by Colonel Coote in the year 1761 •, but as 
fuch an addition might probably have been cenfured by fome as an anticipa- 
tion of events, not belonging to the plan of the work, I was eafily perfuaded 
to drop it, and refer fuch as are unacquainted with that glorious sera of Eng- 
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hlftory, to the periodical compilations of the times j but rather, to the in- 
tended ad volume of Mr. Orme's incomparable hiftory of the military tranfac- 
tions of the Briiifi nation in hdojian, which will foon make its appearance 
to the public. 

In confequence of the death of my good friend Admiral IFatfon, and of 
my conftitution’s being greatly impaired by the unwholefome climate of Ben- 
gal^ I came to a refolution of quitting the fervice ; and having communi- 
cated my intentions to my friend Mr. Doid^e the late admiral’s fecretary, 
and to Mr. Pye (ftorekeeper to the fquadron) I was happy to find both 
thefe gentlemen in the fame way of thinking with myfelf. We rcfolved 
therefore to throw up our feveral employments, and to return to England 
by the way of Bajfora^ and the great defert of Arabia. But before this 
fcheme could pollibly be put in execution, it was abfolutcly necef- 
fary for us to get the confent of Rear-Admiral Pocock •, who, upon our 
making application to him, politely accepted of our refignatiom We had 
now a little time to look about us,. and from political and warlike tranf- 
adions, turn our thoughts to things, which though not fo important and 
interefting, were pleafing and entertaining. 

In the evening excurfions which I made with Captain Marlin, Mr. Doidgey. 
Mr. J’homas, and other friends near Calcutta, we had often obferved an ex- 
traordinary ipecies of birds, called by the natives Argill, or Hurgill, a native 
of Bengal. They would majeftically ftalk along before us, and at firft we 
took them for Indians, naked. Upon difeovering however that they were 
birds, we refolved to (hoot one, to fatisfy our curiofity relative to their 
exafl magnitude and fhape. For this, we frequently went out with fome 
of our fufils loaded with ball, others with Brijlol drop ; but, though we 
had feveral good marks, our repeated efforts were fruitlefs. We had always 
been attended by the Bearers of our Palanquins, in whofe countenances we 
could not but difeern the mofl: evident marks of fatisfadion, on our want 
of fuccefs j at length one of them gravely told us, “ That if we tried to 
eternity to kill thefe birds, we fltould never fucceed, for that the fouls- 
of the Brahmins pofleflTed them.” We at laft grew weary of the purfuit,., 
and gave it over. But one evening as I was returning from Calcutta, to 
a houfe which had been leqt me in the neighbourhood, I obferved one fly- 
ing very flowly over my head, and afterwards to perch on a tree by which. 
1 was to pafs ; I took not the lead notice to my Bearers, until they were 
•within the diflance of 30 or 40 yards, when I ordered them to flop, and- 
having in my Palanquin a loaded fufil, I difeharged it at the Monfier, and 
brought him down. 

The following arc the exad marks and dimenfions of tliis bird ;- 

The wings extended 14 feet 10 inches. From the tip of the bill to the ex- 
ttemky of the claw, it. mcafured 7 feet 6 inches. The legs were naked, 

and! 
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1757. and fo was 'one half of the thighs; the naked parts were full 3 ftet in 
< length. The feathers of the wings and back were very ftrong, and of an 
iron colour. The feathers of the brcaft were long : Over the belly was a 
great deal of down, all of a dirty white. The bill was 16 inches round 
at the bafe, of different colours, and nearly of a triangular lhape. In 
the craw was a T era-pin or land tortoiie 10 inches long ; and a large black 
male cat was found entire in it’s ftomach. 

Having already mentioned the Beetle-nut as a favourite with the Indians^ 
(and which tliey chew with chunam, or ihell lime, and the leaf of an aro- 
matic flirub that grows like a vine, and is fupported on fticks as our fcarlet 
beans, called alfo Beetle-leaf) I lhall here fubjoin a brief defcription of the 
u 4 rica tree, which produces the nut. It is a fine flender upright tree, not 
above 6 inches thick at bottom, but grows to upwards of 30 feet high, 
and is jointed at about 8 or 9 inches diftance, perhaps the laft year’s 
growth: it contains a large quantity of pith, the woody part being thin, 
but as tough as whalebone. The leaves grow in the fame manner as thofe 
of the Cocoa-nut tree, very long, and with a ftrong, large middle rib ; the 
flower comes out between the concave part of the leaves. The nuts are 
numerous, and out of the huflc (which is yellow on the outfide, brown and 
fibrous within) the fruit is about the fize of a large walnut, and of the ftiape 
and colour of a nutmeg, though fome are round. The extract of this 
nut feems to be the Terra Japonica-, for after boiling fome of thofe nuts 
with a little chunam in the water, the decoflion is the colour of that 
drug, and taftes like it. This nut, wrapped with chunam in the Beetle^ 
leaf, is not only chewed all over India, by men, women, and children, 
but is ufed likewife as an emblem of peace and friendfliip, being fcnt by the 
Rajahs and princes to thofe with whom they intend to live in friendlhip, 
and is given to you on all vifits you make to the natives. 

There is alfo in Bengal tin elegant, large, fpreading flower tree, called Chulta: 
the leaves ai e a pale but pleafant green, deeply furrowed above, and highly 
ridged below ; they grow in bunches, in a plume-like form, and round the 
end of the branches. The flower is at firft a hard green ball, on footftalks 
about 4 inches ; this opens, and the calix is compofed of 5 round thick 
fucculent leaves ; the corolla is alfo 5 fine beautiful white round petals : the 
ftaminaare numerous and lingueform -, ftyles fixteen, and lancelated. They 
ftand in a radiated manner, and after one day the corolla falls off, and the 
ball clofes again, when it is Ibid in their markets. There is a fucceflion of 
thefe for feveral months, but no other appearance. — The Mango tree is 
plenty in Bengal, which grows to a large fize, and fpreads much ; the wood 
is brown, and ufed only for indifferent work, the leaves are a fine green, and 
grow in bunches at the extremity of the branches. The flowers grow on 
a fpike at the end of the branches, and at the extremity of the flower hangs 
■one, two, and fometimes three Mangos. The fruit, when ripe, is yellow 
and reddilh, full of a fine agreeable juice : Some Mangos are very full of 

thread. 
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thread, or hair-like fibres ; the juice runs out of thefc on cutting, or with a 1757. 
little handling ; the others which have few or no fibres arc much the fineft ; 
they cut like an apple, but more juicy, and I have feen fome as big as a 
large man’s fift. The form is oval, and they contain a large kernel in a 
tough hulk near half as big as the fruit ; this ftone is taken out of the 
green ones which are pickled and carried to England. The ripe fruit js 
very wholefome, and except very fine pine apples, is preferable to any in 
India-, the gendemen eat little elfe in the hot months, when they are in Ica- 
fon, if no wine is drank with them, they are apt to throw out trouble- 
fome but healthful boils. 

In the walks at Bengal they have a tall tree, called the T atoon, and which 
Captain Birch is faid to have firft brought from England. The leaves arc of a 
deep Ihining green, the lower part rather paler, where it is ribbed, and undu- 
lated round the edges. 1 faw no flowers, but the fruit is of tlie fizc, fliape 
and colour of an olive*, it hath a moderate thin hufk, and contains a kernel, 

like that of the date : five or fix grow on the fame pedicle. Near Cakuita 

is a large fpreading tree called the Ruff'a, which makes a fine appearance 
when in full bloom. The natives fay that this, and another near the Dutch 
Icttlement, are the only two in Bengal-, they pretend likewife that they, could 
never find the feed, which muft certainly be a miftake, becaufe there is aljun- 
dance, and large. That they could not preferve them may be true, becaule 
the ants and other vermin are cxceflively fond of them, fo that you can never 
find a pod untouched either by infedbs within, or ants *, Mr. Thomas attended 
the tree daily for a confidcrable time to procure a whole pod, but in vain. 

The bark is brown and rough j the leaves are a deep green, but bright 
they are pinnated, 4 pair and an odd one, or 5 pair on every pinna *, feveral 
of thefe grow round every branch, which makes the whole bulky. The 
flower grows out between the lower leaves of the pinna:, on a Ihort but 
ftrong footftalk ; this divides and fubdivides into a great number, fo as to 
make the whole a hemifphere. On the top of each of thefe, is a flower 
of a bright crimfon, orange, and different lhades down to yellow *, they 
are monopetalous *, the cup is about an inch long, divided above in four, 
ten (lamina, and one ftyle : they almoft cover the tree, and there is a 
long luccelllon of them, but little fmell. The fruit is a pod of the fliape 
and fize of a large garden bean, containing 4 or 5 large flefliy feeds, 
which eafily fall in two when dry *, they are brown on the outfidc, white 
within, nearly fquare, but convex on the fides. 

The latter end of OSlober, the Indian inhabitants near Calcutta, were or- 
dered by the governor and council to remove from the black town, and to 
build houfes for themfelves on another fpot, at a greater diftance from the 
fort. This was owing to the governor and council’s refolution in confequenre 
of Colonel Clive's advice, to enlarge and well fecure Fort William, whit ii 
could not be done, whilft the Indian town was (landing. It muft be owned, 
that the natives received but a fliort notice to remove themfelves and 
families ; but certain intelligence having been received, that the country 

B b Rajahs 
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1757. Rajahs were affcmbling troops with a view of difputing the late acquired 
■ authority of Meer Jafficr^ it was therefore thought indirpenfably necelTary 
that the fortrefs fliould with the utmoft expedition be put on a much more 
refpcdable footing, than what it had ever heretofore been. 

Accounts are here kept in imaginary or current Rupees^ AnnoSy and 
Pices. 

The Rupee is valued in the company’s calh at 2 3 d. 

1 6 Anuas make a Rupee. . 

12 Pices make an Anna. 

Cowry (hells are alfo current here on account of the cheapnefs of provi- 
fions •, thefc vary as to their value, from 4000 to 4800 to the Rupee, as hath 
already been noticed. 

It muft alfo be obferved that the Amt and Pondicheny Rupees have an 
advance or Batta of H per Cent, over the current Rupees. 

1 hofe of Bombay have a Batta of 10 per Cent. 

New Siccas or Royal Rupees have a Batta of 20 per Cent. 

But the latter loie in their value 2 per Cent, every year, until they are 
coined. 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Occurrtnces on the voyage from Calcutta to Gombroon.-— yfrW'ya/ a/ Columbt); 
Anjengo, Cochin, voith defcriptiovs of the places. — Account of the Cochin or 
Elephant-leg. — Arrival at, and a fhort account of, TtWxc.h.txv'j, Goa, Bom- 
bay, and Gombroon.— on the Banian tree. 


T he beginning of the month of November, was fpent in taking leave 
of our many friends, both of the fquadron, and of Calcutta ■, and in 
writing letters to many others on the Coromandel coaft, expreffing our gra* 
titude for the many civilities and afts of fricndlhip they had fliewn us, dur- 
ing our refidence among them. The polite and friendly treatment, we had 
all experienced on our arrival, and during our ftay in India, from the prin- 
cipal families refiding in thofe places, required that this compliment fhould 
be paid to them. In truth, the hofpitality and generofity fhewn to ftrangeis 
in general in this country, are beyond exprefllon *, nor is it poflible to point 
out a part of the world where the fpirit of charity is more nobly exerted 
than in our Eajl India company’s fettlements: numerous inftances might be 
mentioned, where princely fubferiptions have in a few hours been railed, and 
applied to the effcdluai relief of many unfortunate families. 

' On Saiurdepf that 19th of November we \thCakutta, and embarked in a 
fmall boat on the Ganges, being provided with a letter of recommendation 
from Mr. Gee, a free merchant in Bengal, to Baron Kniphaufen, gover- 
nor of the ifland Karec in the Perftan gulph. A young gentleman named 
Pigot, (late furgeon of a bomb-vejfel) went with us from Calcutta, with a 
view of getting a paflage to England in an European Ihip from Bombay. Ai 
fo long and dangerous a journey was before us, we thought it necefliiry, for 
the good regulation of our little party’s affairs, to appoint Mr. Doidge to 
aft as our chief, invefting him with the fupreme direftion.-, and Mr. Pye, 
we conftituted our fccretary. Mr. Doidge had in charge fome difpatchcs of. 
importance from Admiral Pocock to one of the Secretaries of State, and to 
the Secretary of the Lords of the Admiralty, He was entrufted alfo with 
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1757. others from the governor and council of Calcutta to the direftors of the 
Eaji India company. 

On Monday the ‘21 ft, we and our lervants repaired on board his majefty’s 
Ihip the Cumberland^ which from the time Ihe entered the river, had been 
ftationed at Culpee*. On the 25th we embarked in the Revenge, an armed 
Frigate belonging to the EaJl India company, which had been ordered by 
the admiral to carry us to Bombay, and which at this time was ftill com- 
manded by Commodore yames, whom I have had often occalion to men- 
tion. On our entering the Revenge, the commodore was fo complail'ant 
as to honour us with a falute of 1 1 guns. In the afternoon we anchored 
at Ingelee. An incident happened during our paflage from Calcutta to 
Culpee, which at the inftant diverted our company not a little, and 
though but of fmall confequence in ijfelf, yet as it conveys an idea of 
the Indian cuftoms in this particular, the inferting, it may not be altogether 

unacceptable. -One day we received a meflage from a farmer of that part 

of the country which belonged to our /W/Vr company, requeftirg admittance 
to us on an affair which to him was very interefting. We were told, that he 
had a petition to offer, anef I was appointed to receive the petitioner in form, 
becaufe I was the moft corpulent perfon of the party ; my fellow-travellers 
having pleafantly obferved, that corpulency in this country is always efteem- 
ed an infallible mark of heaven’s favour, and which it never beftows on 
any but its peculiar favourites. Upon his being introduced into the cabbin 
of our veffel, he immediately proftrated himfelf at my feet, kiffed my ftioe, 
and laid before me four or five rupees, with a remnant of cotton-cloth. 
He then was dcfired to feat himfelf, and to relate his bufinefs : on which, he 
complained much of the oppreflions he had lately fuffered frotri ihe Zemindar 
of his diftriff, expatiated on the feveral particulars, and intreated our affift- 
ance, by a letter addreffed to fome gentlemen of coniequence at Calcutta. It 
apfKfaring to us that he had really been very ill treated, I ftated his cafe in a 
letter to Mr. Becher, a gentleman of the council, with whom I thought I 
might take that liberty ; and fince have had the fatisfadfion to hear, that Mr, 
Becher in confequence of my application, fo kindly exerted himfelf in our 
petitioner’s behalf, as to procure him effedual redrefs. We wifticd very 
heartily to have returned the farmer his offering, but we had before learned 
from many fimilar inftances which had occurred during our ftay in India, 
that this could not be done without taking from him all hopes of being 
relieved •, for he hereby would have underrtood, that the letter which we 
had given to him was written rather to his difadvantage, than his benefit. 

Monday the 28th at nine in the morning, we failed from Ingelee, and at 
the fame hour in the evening, our pilot left us, when we had a fine gale 
from the north-eaft. Decemhr the 2d at noon, wc were happy to find 

* During the time of her lying here, flie took a Frttub Ihip, which came into the Ganget, 
Hchly laden. 
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ourfelves in i ^ degrees nortb, the latitude of Madrafs. The quick run wc 1757. 
had from Bengal, which now took us up only five days*, compared with the ' 
tedious palTage of fcven weeks which we had to it from Madrafs the laft year, 
ferved abundantly to convince us of the exceeding great ftrength and vio- 
lence of the monfoon, and how difficult and dangerous it will always be to 
beat lip againft it. — In the night of the 5th following, a flave black boy, 
who had been fold by our Bengal pilot to one of the lieutenants of the 
Revenge, on account of his having been too familiar with his mafter’s (lave 
wench, fuddenly difappeared ; having, as we fuppofed, thrown himfelf over- 
board. The boy became fullcn from the moment the pilot parted with 
him, and told the other boys of the fhip, that he was much in love with 
the girl, and that fhe was then pregnant by him. — We could not but lament 
the hard fate of thefe two unhappy, but faithful lovers ? 

The 8th, by obfervatlon at noon, wc found ourfelves in the latitude of 
6® 1' north, and in fight 0/ the illand of Ceylon, remarkable as hath been 
already obferved for the large quantity of fpice it yields to the Dutch, 

Btlides fpices, it alfo produces arrack in great plenty. The Dutch fupply 
the other parts of India with this commodity, as well as fend a great quan- 
tity to Europe. By age it becomes (as I was told) nearly as mild and 
foft to the tafte, as what they make at Batavia, though, when newly diftilled, 
it is very fiery and difagreeable. 

Wednefday the 14th, in the afternoon, we anchored in Columho road. Mr, 

Doidge and I went on fhore to pay p. vifu to Mr. Knox, the fupercargo of 
Fatty Salem, Captain IVocdfonfvet found that he had been very ill, 
and that his illnefs had been occ'afioned by a cold he caught at Galle, in 
dancing with fome ladjes, who were juft arrived from Europe. By what 1 
could learn from Mr. Knox, wlio had been bred to the practice of phyfir, 
and had treated bis diforder as a fever of the intermittent kind, he had 
unfortunately taken too large a quantity of the Peruvian bark. At this 
time he laboured under a very confiderable hardnefs on the left lobe of 
the liver, with a conftipation of the body. — The bolufies of the Mercurius 
' Alcalizatus, clyfters, and fomentations which I preferibed, gave him a little 
relief j bur the next day his delirium returned, and then at his earneft re- 
queft, made in lucid intervals, he was carried on board the Revenge *, where 
he died the i8th of a monificatipn of the bowels and ftomach, much 
lamented by all who knew him. ./ 

The town of Columho, is the chief fettlement of the Dutch on this ifland, 
and indeed, next to Batavia on the ifle of Java, is the moft important of any 
they poflefs in the Eaft Indies. It is fituated on the weft fide of the ifland, 
in the latitude of feven degrees north, on a gently rifing ground. The foil, 
is a red fand, mixed with fmall black Ihining gravel, which harden to a good 
pavement in the ftreets. Thefe are all fo judicioufly contrived by eafy 
afeents and defeents, that no inconvenience can polfibly arife, even from the 
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*757* grcateft rains. They are alfo very -wide, and have a bcaytiful row of 
' trees on each fide, between which and the houfes, is a very fmooth and 
regular pavement. Between each tree too, there is a very fine and refrefti- 
ing grals verdure, equal, if not fuperior to what we fee in the beft walks 
of the mod noted gardens in England. The ftreets likewife all crofs each 
other at right angles, and upon the whole are fo elegantly difpofed, and fo 
very unlike any thing of the kind we had before feen in India., that we could 
not help admiring the fuperior Ikill and ingenuity of the Dutch. 

After we had fatisficd our curiofity in viewing the beauty and Regula- 
rity of the buildings, we walked to the extremities of the town, to ex- 
amine the fortifications, which towards the fea are but indifferent. Indeed 
there is no neceffity for that part being very ftrong, as no enemy can ap- 
proach near enough to do them any confiderable damage ; they have wifely 
therefore turned their chief Itrength towards the land, and have fo well 
executed their defigns, we may venture to fay, that all the Europeans in 
India, colleded into one army, would be able to make very little, if any 
imprcllion at all upon the place. The citadel is. of an irregular figure, 
occafioned by the form of the ground on which it ftands •, the wall feems to 
be built of very good and large ftones ; the baftions are very extenfive ; and 
round moft part of the town there is a double walT. Here is alfo a wet 
ditch, full fixty feet wide, and a covered way, and glacis, where the ground 
will admit of it. The Dutch at this place, feem to be as capable of defending 
themfelves againft an enemy by the good difpofition they have likewife 
made of their water, as by the ftrength of their fortifications •, for they have 
fo contrived it, that a man cannot poflibly approach the citadel under any 
cover, though at a little diftance a ftranger would be apt to imagine, that 
the whole town was built in a wood. There is always a garrifon here of 
thirteen hundred Europeans, all fine looking, healthy young men ; for in our 
whole day’s walk we did not fee three ibldiers who appeared to be forty 
years of age. Among other military and naval ftores, we could not help 
taking notice of a great number of fine mails, fome of which appeared as. 
large as the middle piece of a feventy gun Ihip’s main-mall. 

We were introduced to the governor of Columho, (who from his lofty 
deportment towards us, and the great authority he poffelTes in this part of 
the world, may be jullly lliled High and Mighty) by Mynheer Planchard, 
his mailer of ceremonies •, but our reception was fo cool, that we entertained 
a very mean opinion of the governor’s civility to llrangers. As to Planchard, 
his open countenance befpoke a mind quite happy and at eafe, and he very 
fociably drank his bottle of wine with us at the public houfe the firll night 
after our arrival ; but never took the leall notice of us afterwards. This 
change in his behaviour, was in all probability owing to the influence of 
Mynheer Shrewder the governor •, between whom and Commodore James 
no kind of civilities had pall, as the manner pf faluting, and returning the 
falute, could not be adjufted between them. We obferved nothing worthy 
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of remark in the inhabitants of this place, except that the breafts of the men, 
who were natives of Ceylon^ appeared to us of an uncommon fize. While 
lay here, three deferters from the Dutch came on board of usj t\^o 
Were hollanders, and the third Alexander M^Jntofi^ a Scotchman. The laft 
I engaged as my fervant, and he was added to our party. 

Saturday the i yth of December we fet fail from Columbo, in company with 
an Englijh merchant-ftiip from Bengal. On the i9th we were off AnjingOy 
on the Malabar coaft, and then buried Mr. Knox., the Revenge firing half- 
minute guns, Anjengo lies in the latitude of 8® 35" north, and is the fouth- 
ernmoft of our fettlements. 

Mr. Moot came on board with Mr. Spencer the Chief's compliments to 
Commodore James and his paflengers, defiring the pleafure of their com- 
pany at his hoLife. Here we were gentcely and hofpitably entertained, till 
the 23d. Our mornings we fpent in reading, or rather feafting on the 
many news-papers, m.agazines, and political pamphlets, lately brought from 
Europe. The evenings we paft on the river in the Chief's barge, with our 
mullcets, in purfuit of alligators. The groves on each fide the river, are 
chiefly planted, with cocoa-nut trees, and are inhabited by men and women 
in almoft a pure ftate of nature, for they go with their breafts and bellies 
entirely naked : this cuftom prevails univerfally throughout every Caji., 
from the pooreft planter of rice, to the daughter or confort of the king 
upon the throne. 

Here, for the firft time, I faw pepper grow : the plant is a creeper that 
runs up and around trees ; and I found the tree which gives the Congery^ 
or Tellicherry* bark, to be the moft common fupporter of it. This grows to 
the fize of our common cherry tree; the pepper, like the ivy, entwines 
itfelf about the tree, and fends off clurters, refemblirtg the firft fliootings of 
a bunch of grapes. A great variety of doves are found here ; one fort is 
green, and larger than the common pidgeon. Here arc alfo fhipes, a few 
woodcocksi hares, and wild hogs, but no partridges. The fea abounds with 
.Sardinias, Mullet, Horfe-mackrel, Rock-fifti, Eels, young Sharks, Nayer- 
filh, 

Anjengo fort is fniall, but neat and ftrbng j it is a fqilare with four baf- 
tions, having eight guns mounted on each, carrying a ball of eighteen 
pounds. Two of thefe baftions face the fea, the other two the country. 


* This bark was many years ago recommended to me by Mr. Snjuan, late furgeon of 
his majefty’s dock-yard at Portfmouth^ under the name of the Cort de PalUf as an excellent 
fuccedaneum to the Peruviaa or bark ; and when I got to India I frequently ufed it 

with Tuccefs, It is no where to be met with but on the Malabar coaft ; and (hould a large 
quantity be wanted, it cannot be purchafed at Bombay on a fudden, but timely notice muft be 
given for it’s being procured from ^ellicberrjh 
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1757* ^cfides thele, there is a line of eighteen or twenty guns pointing towards 
the fea, of eighteen and twenty-four pounders. About a piftol Ihot from the 
back of the fort, runs a river, which, befides its being a fecurity to the 
faftory, adds much to the agreeable fituation of the place. This river has 
its fource in fome diftant mountains, and defeending in a courfe from the 
north and eaft, it afterwards turns in fevcral pleafing meanders fo far to 
the weft, as to wafli the bottom of our fadory’s garden, and at laft winding 
to the fouth, it empties itfelf into the fea. Several beautiful fmall iflands 
too, which are waflied by its current, diverfify the fcenery, and greatly 
heighten the beauty of the profped. 

The firft evening we fpent in the barge, we were accompanied by a 
Marchan, or Moorman, governor of 1 2 Carricars, or officers of diftridls, all 
under the king of Travencore. This Moor drank beer and wine, with as 
much fatisfadion as any of us. He had no covering for his back, and 
the evening being fomewhat ftiarp, one of our company exprefted his fear 
that the air would be too cold for him to which he chcarfully replied, 
“ The weather, while I am in the company of Englijh gentlemen, is never 
too cold, or any way difagreeable.” About feven miles up the river, at a 
place called Attinga, and at the diftance of half a mile from the water, is a 
Pagoda or temple of the Gentoos, in which the queen of Attinga refides. 
Till of late, the town and country of Attinga were quite independent of the 
o{ Aravencore, but now they are tributary to him. The eldeft fon of 
the queen of Attinga is always heir apparent to the crown of Aravencore. 
We remarked at this place, a fingular maxim of ftate policy, adopted by 
the kingdoms on the Malabar coaft. To afeertain to themfelves a fuccef- 
fion.of princes, defeending from the pure and royal blood of their antient 
monarchs, the right of fucepffion to the throne is .determined to belong to 
the eldeft fon of the female line ; hence, a king’s fon in this country is pre- 
cifely on the fame footing with a daugliter of the French king, only with 
this difference (or rather degradation) that the young Malabar prince, 
being ranged (like all others of the Flayer or royal Cajl) among the fecond 
Gafi or clafs of the nation, gives place in rank to the Brahmins *. 

This fettlement fupplies our Eajl India company with pepper ; and its 
fituation is alfo very convenient for giving proper intelligence to our fhips 
touching here from Europe, or from any part of India. The prefent chief, 
Mr. hpencety is a man of an excellent charafter 'both for probity and fagacity \ 


* Tb« following; paflage in Guthrie'i hiftory of tlve world, proves however that this maxim 
of the cldert fon of the temaJe line fucceeding to the throne, is not entirely confined to the 
h}aluhar coaft, 

“ According to the eftaWifhed order of fiicceflion among fome of the jEthiopic nations, upon 
death of the kins;, his fifter’s fon mounted the throne: and in cafe the female branchet 
ol" the royal family failed of iffue, thty chofe the moft beautiful and valiant perfon among them 
/ojr tbeir Icing,’* Vol. 5. page 
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the greateft harmony and' fatisfaOlion fubfift among the inhabitants in his 
government *. 

December the 25th at noon we anchored in Cochin road, a fcttlement be- 
longing to the Dutchy in the latitude of 9® 50' north. We dined with the 
chief, De Toungy by them called commandant j he was a very obliging 
little man. After dinner we drank fuccefs to the king of Englandy the 
ftates of Hollandy &c. j and when our wine was Bnifhed, we took a Ihort 
ride to the company’s country houfe, in fingle-horfe chaifes, accompanied by 
the commandant and the late chief of ^ilon. The town of Cochin is not 
unpleafant, but in point of grandeur, regularity, and indeed in every other 
refpeft, it falls greatly fhort of Columbo. We found the Dutch in this fet- 
tlement involved in difputes with the country powers, whofe head is ftilcd 
SamoreeHy a title equal to king. This prince had lately taken a fort or two 
from the Dutchy at about ten leagues diftance from Cochiny they were 
then aflembling forces to oppofe him, and for that purpofe had already 
landed three or four hundred foldiers from Batavia. From this place, the 
Dutch are chiefly fupplied with pepper. The fortification is irregular, but 
ftrong enough to refift any country power, and has forty or fifty guns facing 
the fea. Many families of Jews are eftablifhed here ; their anceftors were 
found on this fpot by the Portuguefe at their firft fettling in the country j and 
the general opinion is, that they are defeendants of fome Jews who travelled 
hither foon after the final deftruftion of the temple. One Ezekiel a Rabbi 
is now living at Cochiny a man of confequence, and his word is held in 
high eftimation •, he is a lover of fcience, and underllands aftronomy. 

We could not but take notice at this place, of a great number of the 
Cochin or Elephant legs. This is a diforder peculiar to the inhabitants of 
the Malabar coaft, and efpecially to thofe of Cochin. It feems to be merely 
an cedematous fwelling, arifing from an impoverifhed ftate of the blood and 
in many perfons the leg is of fo enormous a fize, as to occafion it's being called 
the Elephant- legy having greatly the appearance both in lhape and bignefs 
of the Elephant's. I could not learn that any remedy for this diforder 
had been difeovered by the natives, and as they feldom or never apply to 
Europeans for alTiftance, I believe they are feldom if ever cured : but were 
they to do fo, probably it would but little avail, fince an alteration from 
the pooreft to the moft cordial and nutritious diet would certainly be recom- 
mended to them, and we well know, that every Caji of Indians are fo much 
wedded to their own particular cuftoms, they would fooner choofe to die, 
than materially to alter their ufual courle of living, even if their circum- 
ftances permitted itf. The generality of thofe who labour under this 

• This gentleman is fince dead. 

Of this, we had fevcral inftances in our long palTage to Bengal, among the Sepoys under 
the command of Colonel Clive, who perilhed becaufe they would not partake of the Ihip’s 
provifions after their own had been expended. 

C c diforder. 
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1757. diforder, feldom are able indeed to call in any alTiftance, being compofcd 
of the very pooreft of the people, who feed chiefly on Sardinias, and can- 
not purchafc even the fmalleft quantity of rice to boil with the filh for 
their daily fubfiftence. 1 was informed, that thefe poor wretches are fup- 
ported for whole weeks together, perhaps months, with no other aliment 
than what this fpccics of filh affords ; and their drink is water only, uniefit 
by way of regale they now and then procure a draught, of the Ample un- 
fermented juice of the cocoa-nut-tree, called ‘Toddj. 

1758. The 28th we failed from Cochin^ and on the 31ft anchored at Tellicheny. 

J The next day {January ill 1758) we dined with our company’s chief, Mr. 

Hodges, who was fo polite as to introduce us to every gentleman and lady 
of the fettlement. After dinner, many loyal healths went round, with 
firing of cannon at each intereftir^ toad. TeUicherry is » fettlement in- 
dependant of Anjengo, but both are fubordinaK to Bombay. Befides it’s own* 
garrifon, there are feveral other forts in the neighbourhood ; one to the 
fouthward, at about a mile diftance, and therefore called Mile-end, and eight 
or nine to the northward, all under the government of the chief here. Thefe 
forts arc of no. other ufe but tO: fecure the pepper-trade, by preventing the: 
natives from clandeftincly bringing it to the water’s fide, to the prejudice 
of our commerce. 

TelRcberry fort b fituated on a riling ground, but there is another hill 
within cannon (hot yet higher, on which Itands a little inconfidcrable fort. 
Was this laft in pofleffion of an enemy, it would entirely command that 
of Tellicherry. About two miles to the fouthward, on a very fine eminence, 
is the French fettlement of Mahie, the only one of confequence that 
nation has on the Malabar coaft. Juft before our arrival at ‘Tellicherryy. 
our faftory having unfortunately loft their furgeon, a French gentleman of 
that profeffion at Mahie, notwithftanding the war between the two na- 
tions, occafionally vifited our lick, and ^s. Hodges had been fome time 
under his care *. Our garrifon for the defence of Tellicherry, and it’s 
neighbouring forts, confifts of about four hundred European troops, and 
as many Tepajfes. Almoft the whole time we continued here, the 
Brijiol Frigate (formerly an Englijh privateer, but which had been taken, 
by the French) lay at anchor off Mahie. This fhip, after having 
landed forty or fifty foldiers, took in fome pepper, and failed (as we 

then imagined) for Mauritius. About four miles from tellicherry, there is 

a fmall ifland, belonging to the Englijh, called Eiamapatan, on which Mr. 
Doidge difeovered a Ipring of excellent water, before unknown to ouf 
people. 

• After the reduftibn of PonJLBtrry in the year 1761, an armament was equipped againft: 
this /’rraci fettlement of Mahie, under the comtaznd. of Mapt.HeSlor Monre, who in concert', 
with took the place, though defended by above zoo piece* of caanon. 

We 



[ *95 1 

We failed from 'telltcherry^ the 3d oi January^ and on the ?th anchored 1758. 
in the road of Goa. The fame afternoon, we paffed pleafantly up the river 
in a boat belonging to a Portuguefe nobleman, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. 

Howel of Bombay y who embarked on board our frigate at Anjengo. Goa is the 
principal, and almoft the only fettlement which remains to the Portuguefc, of all 
the large poffeflions they once had in the Eaft Indies. It hath been generally 
governed by a vice-roy fent from Europe^ but was now under the adminif- 
tration of the archbilhop, and two of the principal people, who afted 
as regents. The late vice-roy was killed in a battle with the Mabarattas, 

(in the year 1756,) who inhabit the country at the back of Goa, and with 
whom the Portuguefe have for feveral years carried on a troublefome 
war. 

Goa is an illand; there is properly no town, but many plcafant villas 
belonging to the merchants are feattered up and down ; fome are moft 
agieeably fituated on the fides of hills, but the greater part on the 
banks of the river, for the convenience of landing goods. There are alfo 
leveral houfes built on the oppofite continent, from which Goa is not fepa- 
rated above three miles at the broadeft part. Upon an hill on the left fide 
of the entrance of the harbour, they have a line of about fifty guns, which 
is called the Alguardo j and as you go farther in, they have a fort on the 
top of another hill, which entirely commands the harbour. There arc many 
churches and monafteries here, fome of which were once fuperb i .the decay 
of thefe, and moft of the other public buildings, too plainly fhews the pre- 
lent ruinous ftate of the Portuguefe power and trade in this part of the 
world. However, the infamoufly cruel Court of Inqtiifition reigns here in all 
it’s fury, and primitive diabolical glory. 

We left Goa the iith, and on Monday the 24th of January, anchored in 
Bombay harbour. We found a confiderable addition had been made the laft 
year to the ftrength of the fortifications towards the fea, under the direftion 
of Captain Defunk, engineer-, a Swede by birth, and efteemed a man of ability 
in his profefljon. juft before our arrival at Bombay, it unfortunately happen- 
ed, that Major Mace (late of the king’s artillery) touch’d there from Europe, 
with a commiflion from the Eajl India company, appointing him engineer 
general of all their garrifons. Captain Defunk looked upon this commilfion 
of the major’s, as a dilhonour done to himfelf, and accordingly in great dif- 
guft quitted the company’s fcrvice. Many imagined, that the refignation 
of this gentleman would be attended with circumftanccs very difadvan* 
tageous to the company *, as by his abfcncc Major Mace would neccflarily be 
detained in Bombay at a time when his beft abilities and fpeedieft fervices 
were required at CalctUta, in order to put its fortifications in a proper ftate 
of defence. It was known indeed, that Captain Browyer (an engineer in the 
company’s fervice) had not yet left Calcutta, but then it was faid, that his 
ill health would oblige him to do it in March next, to avoid the killing 
heats and rains of the fummer. We expefted to have found the dock at 

C c 2 Bombay 
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1758. Bombay of receiving a (hip of feventy guns, agreeable to the re- 

peated alFurances given to Mr. JVatfon *, but we were difappointed in this 
particular, the hands to carry it on being very fcarce : however, Mr. Hougb^ 
fuperintcndant of the company’s marine here, was indefatigable in his en- 
deavours to finifh this work of immenfe labour, and the dock is now com- 
pleated. Commodore (afterwards admiral) Stevens was here obliged to heave 
down the Elizabeth, one of the (hips of his fquadron, to ftop a confiderable 
leak, but in the firft attempt, flie had the misfortune to fpring her main- 
maft, by which accident he was detained a longer time than he wilhed. We 
learned that he left Bombay to join Admiral Pocock, a few days before wc 
arrived, with the crews in health, and his (hips in good condition. 

As loon as we went alhore, we all waited upon governor Bourchier,. 
who received us very politely, and told us that the Swallow, a Ihip be- 
longing to the company, commanded by Captain Price, was then tak- 
ing in goods for Gombroon in Perjia, and if it was agreeable to us, we 
were welcome to take a paflage in her. — We very gladly accepted the 
offer. We continued at Bombay waiting for the fliip to be ready, till the 
8th of February, when we embarked, having taken into our party my 
worthy old friend Mr. Alms formerly mentioned, a lieutenant in the navy* 
but late commander of the Hardwick, a large fhip trading in thefe feas : And 
Mr. Pigot, who came with us from Calcutta, with a defign of getting a paf- 
,fage from Bombay in one of the company’s Ihips to England, now gladly, 
accepted of the invitation we gave him, and refolved to accompany us in 
our journey by land. Mr. Hough * (to whom and to whofe family we were 
greatly indebted for their polite and friendly behaviour during our refidence 
at Bombay) gave us letters of credit on Gombroon Bajfor a •, and Sir^awei 

Foulis was fo obliging as to furnifh us with bills for calh on Mr. Drummond, 
our F urky company’s conful at Aleppo. 

February 14, paffed by Surat, which was heretofore a very populous and rich 
city, about three miles in circumference, walled round, with fome antique 
forts to defend it, but which are of no confequence. It is fituated in the 
kingdom of Guzarat, and fubjeft to the Grezt Mogul : The have 

a fadory there ; -f- and alfo the Dutch, Hremh, Portuguefe and Armenians-, 
thele laft trade very largely, and are very rich. Surat is about 160 miles 
diftance from Bombay, latitude 21° 30' north. — Saturday the 25th at noon,, 
by obfervation we found ourfelves in the latitude of 23® 10' north, and 
at fun fet faw the coaft of Arabia Felix, which lies in about thirteen 
degrees weft longitude from Bombay, The xft of March at fun rife we 
dil'covered the Perjtan ftiorc. By noon we were in the latitude of 25 degrees 
north ; and then we caft off a boat called a large S^ebar, bound to 

• This gentleman returned to Englanely but in a year or two after died in London . . 

t Since the year 1759, the EngUJh have been confidered as principals at "Sural. 

Mufcat.y, 
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Mufcat*, which we had in tow all the way from Bombay, and which had 
hindered our progrefs very much. IVednefday the 8ch, at noon, we got round 
Cape Jafques, which on the Perjian fide forms the entrance into the Gulph. 
At night we had a very hard gale of wind, which we rode out with two 
anchors, between the iflands Ormus-f and Larac. The next day, at ii in 
the morning, we anchored in Gombroon road, where we found the Succefs, a 
vefifel of war belonging to the Eajl India company, one of whofe officers 
came on board and told us the difagreeable news, that the Briftol, a 
French man of war of 30 guns, had arrived at Baffora the 8th of lalt month, 
to take under her convoy a merchant fifip which had lain there for fome 
time. This frigate we knew to be the fame fliip that lay at anchor off 
Mahie, during our (lay at ‘Tellkherry, and which we then fuppofed had failed 
to Mauritius. 

Captain Price went on Ihore the fame day we arrived at Gombroon, and 
my fellow travellers followed him the next morning ; but finding myfclf 
a good deal out of order J, and not knowing how we might fare in lodg- 
ings, I did not leave the fliip till two days afterwards. Alexander Douglas 
Efq-, of the council at Bombay, was chief or agent here. Mr. Mojlyn, fon 
to a captain of foot in the company’s fervice, was next to him, a very 
obliging, fenfible young man. Mr. Najh and Mr. Holmes, two writers, 
and Mr. Parker the furgeon, with Mr. kPait, book-keeper to Mr. Douglas, 
made up the company. 


A port town in Arabia Felix, from whence there is a large tratfc wiih Bombay ^ which hath 
civilized the natives much, and greatly prejudiced them in favour of the Erglijh, more than 
any other European nation. 

t Ormus was at this time covered over with fait, which grows two inches thick on the fur- 
face in a folid crufl, and appears at a diflance, on the hills, like driven fnow. No frcih water 
is to be found on the i/land ; neverthelefs, the Portugue/e at their firft difeovering it in the 
fifteenth century, from its advantageous fic nation for trade, built here an elegant city, and 
llrongly fortified it. About 120 years ago, the Perjians with the afTillance of the Engl/p ex- 
pelled the For/ugueye, and the Sbab Abbas caa fed the fortifications ro be demolifhed, and le- 
moved the trade to Gombroon on the oppofitc Ihore, allowing the Englijh great privileges in 
commerce. 

During our (lay at Bombay I had been felzed with a bilious inflammatory fever, which in 
all probability would have been very violent, and attended with the moft imminent danger, 
had I not on the firft .attack happily given dired.ions, that the febrifuge powder of Dr. James 
fhould be adminiftered to me every hour during' the fpace of a whole day, which operated fo 
powerfully on the ftomach, inteilines, kidneys, and pores of the Ikin, that in fix hours after 
1 had taken the firfl dofc, all the alarming and moll diflrefsful fymptoms went off. The quan- 
tity of bile difeharged from my flomach exceeded all belief. Indeed 1 have in the courfe of 
my pradlice for fome pafl years, experienced fo much benefit from this noble medicine, that I' 
have often lamented it’s fuperior efficacy was not fooner known to me, I am now verily per- 
fiiaded that it is as truly a fpecific in ardent fevers, as the Peruvian bark is in thofe that aro 
intermitting, or as mercury in venereal complaints. However, there is great danger attend- 
ing the common and indiferiminate adminiftration of it ; fince it is as certainly true that this 
l^owder will deftroy in a putrid, as that it will cure in an inflammatory diforder. 

Gombroon' 
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* 75 ^* Cotnhreon is (ituated at the foot of a very high mountain, which by inter- 

■ cepting the paflage of the land-wind, makes it intolerably hot. At prefent, 
it is a place of no kind of confequcncc, except what it receives from the 
Englijh and Dutch faftories, befides whom, no other European nation has 
any fettlement here. The two fadtory houfes are the only buildings remain- 
ing of any importance ; the whole city befides, is almofl: one entire fcenc 
of ruins, which ferved indeed to convince us of its once fiourilhing ftate ; but 
the conftant wars carried on in this country, and their attendants, confufion 
and anarchy, have deprived the Englip of almoft all their commercial ad- 
vantages, and the place of almoft all its inhabitants ; the few that remain, 
are only fuch as have a dependance on the two fadlories, and a very 
fmall number of Banian, Genloo and Perjtan merchants who refide there. 
So different an appearance hath this city now, from what it had when Sir 
John Chardin vifited it 1 .The air is ftill as unhealthy, as it was in the time 
of that writer ; the Perfians themfelves fly from it in the bad feafon, and 
few of our fadtory el'cape putrid, intermitting fevers (which principally rage 
in the months of May and September) ; and though they fometimes recover, 
yet it generally happens that their conftitutions are much impair’d ; they 
lofe the European co.mplexion, become pale, and enervated, and their 
difeafes terminate in obftrudfions of the liver, and adhefions of*it to the 
peritonaeum. . 

v' Befides the many conjedlures mentioned by Charon and others, on the 
caufes of the unwholefomenefs of the Gombroon air in the fummer months ; 
Dr. Boerhaave accounts for it, from the nature of the foil, which as it abounds 
with fait, renders it the hotteft part upon the globe in his eftimation, though 
its latitude doth nor exceed 27“ 30'. The white cruft which the fait forms 
all over the earth, firft attradls, and then refledts the intenfe heat of the fun 
to the neighbouring bodies, djfc. Our countrymen refiding there, judged 
alfo, that the very great quantity of blubber-fifii, left by the fea on the 
ftiore, which at that feafon of the year quickly become putrid, and emit moft 
offenfive and noxious effluvia, contributed much to render the place un- 
healthy. 

Mr, Douglas's garden, adjoining to his houfe, produces however beans, 
coleworts, fpinage, lettuce, onions, and cucumbers ; and fo do the com- 
pany’s public gardens at AJfein, diftant from hence about 12 miles. Thele 
gardens alfo furnilh Citrons, Oranges, Limes, Pomegranates, and Bedams. 
1’he fig too, and fome other trees, are to be found here ; the moft common 
ones are the Date and Gum Arabic. The gentlemen of our fadlory feemed 
quite unacquainted with the latter. The jeffamin, and damafk rofe, grow at 

urban, in the neighbourhood of Gombroon ; the latter we faw in bloom 
when we were there. We were told of apples, grapes, peaches, apricots, 
plumbs and walnuts, being to be had in plenty in their proper feafons ; 
the two laft we eat of, but they were dry, and of the laft year. Butchers 
meat, poultry, oyfters, (the beft I met with in AJia) prawns, and many 

other 
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other forts of fifli, are to be had in great abundance. Perjtan wine is 
furnifhed at the company’s expence to all their fervants, and is the beft 
vine I ever tailed, except claret v it eofts about twenty-pence the bottle. 
The company allow allb their fervants Madeira wine, and feveral other 
articles necelTary for their table. Hither the company fend fine woollen 
cloth, and fome lead, and carry away Carminian wool and copper. 

Perfta produces alfo many other articles of trade, but our Eafi India 
company do not concern themfelves about them, leaving the profits arifing 
from thence to private adventurers. Thofe produfts are AJa-feetida ; lling 
or Hingra (which is a finer fort of AJfa-fcclida) Dragotf% blood, Opopanax, 
Sagepenum, Ruinus (which has the appearance of fprigs of trees, and is 
iifed in dying red) Cummin-feeds, Almonds, Kifmas (a fmall fort of raifins 
without ftones) black raifins of the fun, Piftachia-nuts, Prunes, Mangos, 
and Dales, which laft come not to fo great perfeftion in any other part of 
tlie world, as in thofe places which border on the Perfian gulph. 

About twenty-four miles from Gomhroon, at a place called Genow, a hoc 
fpring or bath has been difeovered : hither the people of the country 
refort for the cure of all their difeafes. - Mr. Parker told me, that it had 
been found ufeful in moft cutaneous diforders *, he had the curiofity to 
bring fome bottles of the water from thence, evaporated it by the fire, and 
found the Refiduum to be chiefly fulphur. He gave it to fome of his 
patients, and it afted as a gentle purge..^ At the diftance of half a mile 
from the fadlory at Gombroon, dill remains the fo much celebrated Banian 
tree : it did not appear to me to expand itfclf equal to that in A revandepa- 
rum, four miles diftant from Fort St. David, under whofe fliade and 
branches, Mr. Doidge computed that ten thoufand men might Hand without 
incommoding themfelves, allowing fix men to a yard fquare ; and feveral 
people have built houfes under the arches which have been formed by the 
limbs dropping down fibres, which take root and become another tree, united 
to the firft. The arches which thefe different ftocks make, are Gothic, and 
fomewhat like the arches in Wefiminfier-hall. The leaves of this tree are 
a bright lliining green, fiefliy, and oval, about fix inches long : the fruit is 
a fig, but the birds eat them as foon as they appear. 

There is another tree of this fort in the Cocoa-nut grove at Bombay, on the 
road to the arbour near Malabar hill, which is the third largeft and moft ffiady 
of any I have ever feen; but this laft differs from the other two in this remark- 
able circumftance, that none of its branches have defeended into the earth, 
and formed (as the two others have done) new trunks or trees *. It appears 
indeed to have made fome efforts towards it, but the rooty Ihoots have not yet 

* Ahhoagh this has the fame leaf as the other two, aad goes by the fame name, yet probably 
it it of a different fpecies. 

7- ftruck 
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* 758 * ftruck the ground. The fingle body however, or trunk of the tree at Bombay, is 
of much larger dimenfions than any one of the many bodies or trunks belong- 
ing to thofc near Fort St. David and Gombroon. Under that on the Coromandel 
coaft, are the ruins of fome houfes; and it is commonly related (in order 
to make the tree appear the more marvellous) that this one tree once (haded 
a whole town. At a fmall diftance from this tree near Gombroon, there is a 
Pagoda or temple, in a very ruinous condition, except a fmall part, which 
is kept in good repair, and much frequented by the Gentoos in their devo- 
tions. The Gentoos likewife worfhip under the (hade of thofe trees which 
grow near Fort St. David and Bombay, but with this material dilference, 
that at the two laft places they have no f Pagodas built with mens hands, 
any more than the Druids of old had, who under their confecrated oak wor- 
(liipped one fupreme God, immenfe and infinite, and could not think of 
confining their adoration to the narrow limits of a temple, which they 
deemed would be quite inconfiftent with thofe attributes. In like manner, 
the Banian tree is held facred by the Gentoos, who are almoft as fenfibly 
hurt by your cutting or lopping off one of its fuperfluous branches, as if you 
were to mutilate or deftroy a cow, between whofe facred horns they often 
place their hand, when they make their mod folemn oaths, and appeals to 
the Deity. 

Our countryman Mr. Fickel has taken notice of this tree in the follow- 
ing lines. 

“ Like the fam’d Banian tree, whofe pliant (lioot 
“ To earthward bending, of itfelf takes root, 

“ Till like their mother plant, ten thoufand (land 
“In verdant arches on the fertile land ; 

“ Beneath her (hade the tawny Indians rove, 

“ Or hunt at large through the wide echoing grove.” 

We here found the afs a very ufeful creature j I rode twice on one to 
Narban, and my brother travellers made ufe of the fame conveyance in a 
jaunt to Ajfein. The road to this laft place is over a chain of barren, inhof- 
pitable mountains, where are not only many dreadful precipices, which 
you muft neceffarily pafs over, but alfo large pieces of cragged rocks, which 
hang over your head, and feem to threaten you with immediate deftruftion. 


Herodotus tells us, that the eredled neither ftatues, temples, nor altars to their 

gods ; but olFered their facriiices in the open air, and generally on the tops of hills, or high 
places. B^ok 1. chap. 131. 

Cicero fuppofes it to have been through the advice and inftigation of the Magi, thit Xerxes, 
the Ferfian king, burnt all the Grecian temples, efteeming it injurious to the majelly of god to 
ihut up him within walls, to whom all things are open, and to whom the whole world mould 
be reckoned as an houfe or a temple. His words are thefe : “ Audoribus Magis Xerxes 
inBanunalTe templa Gnecia dicitur, quod parietihus iruluderunt deos, quibus omnia debe- 
rent efle patentia ac libera, quorumque hk mundusomnis templum effet & domus. Cic. /. 
Z. dt Legibuf. 


Frcm 
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rrom a mile without Gmbroofty all the way to Ajfeiny there is not the 
icaft herbage or pafture to be fcen. Round the company’s houfe indeed, 
there is a tolerable good garden, and what makes it of more value, there 
are in it fome wells of excellent water, which is carried every day to Corn- 
broon upon camels for the ufe of the fafbory. At the back of the faftory 
honfe, there are ten or twelve large guns towards the land ; and at the 
entrance of the gate towards the fea, there arc a few others, but of fo fmall 
a bore that unlefs a fhip anchors very near the fliore, and the wind blows 
at the fame time off the land, their report cannot be heard; which was 
cxaftly our cafe, when they returned the falute which we gave them from 
the Swallow. 

The kingdom of Perjia had for feveral years been torn to pieces by civil 
wars. At this time, there were four competitors for the empire ; and till 
lately there was a fifth named Azet Khan, but his forces were entirely de- 
feated, himfelf forced to fly to Baghdad for proteftion, and his power ruined, 
by an unfuccefsful battle he fought againfl: Hamet Sthah, his rival in the 
Afghan or Pytan country. Nauzir Khan, one of the four, refided at Laar, 
not far diftant from Gombroon ; and this is he who by the Europan gentle- 
men there is called Our Khan, as living in their neighbourhood, and to 
whofe power the governors or Sheicks thereabouts are obliged to fubmit. 
I was told that this Khan, or general (as is the meaning of the word Kan, 
Khan, or Cawn in the Perjian language) had not above five thoufand troops 
in his pay, but that he pofleflTed many ftrong-holds and garrifons among 
mountains almoft inaccefllblc ; and that he had lately forced Kerim Khan, 
another of the competitors, who with a great army had beficgcd him in the 
city of Laar, to retire without fuccefs. 

A Ikirmilh happened a few days before our arrival, near y^/«, which 
was occafioned by the ill behaviour of a certain Sheick, who being in pof- 
feflion of a fort with a garrifon of three or four hundred men, frequently 
interrupted the wool trade from Carminia going to the Englif and Butch 
faftories at Gombroon. Complaint having been made of this to Nauzir 
Khan, he immediately marched with a body of troops, attacked the fort, 
and took it ; but unfortunately the Sheick made his efcape, with fome of 
his people, to another petty Sheick in the neighbourhood, who joined the 
fugitives, and together made up a body of fome hundred men. Nciuzir 
Khan marching againfl: them in perfon, detached an officer before with a 
fmall body of troops, who foon got up with the enemy, gave them battle, 
killed about feventy of them, took prifoners as many more, and difperfed 
the reft. Ebted with this fuccefs, the viflors lay, as they imagined, in per- 
fe£t fecurity, and fo fuffered part of their troops to ftraggle and plunder ; 
one of thefe naorod'mg parties was furprized by their lately defeated enemy, 
the chief officer of the Khan was killed upon the fpot, with four or five 
others of inferior rank, and the furgeon or the Englijb faftory at Gombroon 

was called on to affift thofe who were wounded. 

D d Muley 
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Muiey Jfy, the Ferjian governor of Gombroon is an Jrah The iflands of 
Ormus and Larac are fubjeft to him. He has three Ihips of war lyin^ 
at the former^ but they are in no condition to put to fea. The forts under 
his command arc alfo out of repair. His ufual place of rcfidencc is 
Ormus., or he is fure to fly thither upon every alarm oi the Khan’s ap- 
proach j and as lie has been very backward in paying thofe duties which- 
are required from him, he is under continual' apprehenfions of a vifit from* 
that G&neral. Bcfide the iflands of Ormus and Larac, Kifme another ifland- 
inhabited by Perftans, but of no great note, is at prefent under Muky Aly'% 
government, though till' very lately quite independant of him. The late 
governor of this ifland for many years bravely refilled all the attempts of 
Mulcy Aly i lived to the age of fourfeore, and died at laft in his bed, at 
the very time that Muiey Aly was befieging his principal fortrefs, which wc 
obferved, as failing by it, to be advantageoufly feated on a hill. It was- 
generally imagined, that this laft expedition of Muiey Alfs would not 
have been attended with greater fuccefs than his former, had not the death 
of the governor given an unlucky turn to the affairs of the liege. For 
foon after that event, the garrifon found themfcives under a ncceflity of. 
furrendering j “lindi Muiey- Aly, to give (as> he thought) the greater eclat to his: 
fucceffesj caufed the head of the brave, deceafed governor,, to be cut off, and 
returned in triumph with it to Banderabajft, and • Ormus. 

This military robber * has a bad ■ charafler among our people;, he has 
been often threatened by Nauzir Khan, and probably, would long, fince have- 
been made a public example of, were it not forhis connexion with a power- 
ful Shekk on the Arabian Ihore, whofe daughter he married, and who is 
always ready to aflill him with veffels totranfport him to the. ifles, and with- 
troops to defend himfelf there in cafe he Ihould be attacked. 

I cannot conclude this account of the fituation of affairs at with- 
out paying a juft compliment to the great prudence and fagacity of the Englijh: 
and Dutch fadories eftablifhed there, whoamidft all the Ihocks and convul— 
fions of a civil war among the Perftans, have met- with little or no interup- 
tion in their trade from any of- the contending parties ; it being a maxinv 
with them, to fide openly with none of the competitors, and yet at the fame; 
time to keep well with all: for this end, civil letters,. and fometimes pre- 
fents, have been thought' indilpenfably neceffary. 

As the Brijhlg French Frigate-, was in Bafora n'/tr, Is/Ser, Douglas -vezs- 
hereby prevented from difpatching the Stcccefs- Grab mxh us to B^ora, as- 
he had been direfted by the governori and council of Bombay, he not) 
thinking it prudent, under the prefent circumftances, to truft- the company’s* 
bales, which were her intended loading, in a veffd of fuch little- force. 

• It is believed, that he fecretly.affifted the French Ce(unt'</« Efaingxn his attack and conqueft 
®f our failory houfe at Gombreon, in the- year 1759. 

This 
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This delay was the more difagreeable to us, being quite unexpeded, as 1758. 
no French ftiip of war had made its appearance in thofc feas, fincc the v,— 
•commencement of the difpute between the two nations. We flattered 
ourfelves at the time we left Calcutta, of having a quick paflage to Baf- 
fora, and of being able to join the Caravan which goes from thence to 
jileppo, early in the fpring j but unfortunately for us, our views of that kind 
were now entirely difconcerted ! But the interruption we met with from 
the French Ihip, was not the firft difficulty we had experienced in our tedi- 
ous voyage : a thoufand befides had intervened to prolong our paflage, 
which coft us many ferious refledions, efpccially on account of the public 
difpatches we were entrufted with, the fpeedy delivery of which we had 
reafon to believe would be of the utmoft confequence to the nation j and 
therefore we thought it our duty to run all rifks in getting to England as 
fafl: as poflaWe. Accordingly we refolved to hire one of the common, but 
uncomfortable veflels of the GuJph, called a ‘Erankey, and to proceed in her 
-to Bajfora, dif^uifed like Jrahs, Upon our making application to Mr. 

Douglas for this purpofe, he was fo obliging as to fend a boat to Kifme 
to procure us one ; but no anfwer arriving from thence for feveral days, 
we grew quite impatient, and refolved to addrefs Mr, Douglas by letter to 
favour us with fome veflel to carry us up the Gulph as far as Karec, an ifland 
belonging to the Dutch ; to the governor of which, Baron Kniphaufen, we 
had a letter of recommendation. Mr. Douglas, after mature confideration, 
confented to this requeft, and accordingly ordered the Succtfs Grab, Cap- 
tain Lindef^, to put us alhore on that ifland. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


*Ihe run from Gombroon up the Perfian Gulph. — Arrival at the iJUmi tf 
Karec. — Our generous reception hy Baron Knlphaufen the governor. — Ac- 
count of that gentleman's difpute with /(t^ Turklfh government at BafTora^ 
and his efiahlijhment at Kafec. — Stale of that ifland at the time of our ar- 
rival . — The pearl-ffhery'y natural curiofities. — The manners and ct^ftoms 
of the Arabs, and Perfans.-— Anecdotes of the famous Thamas Kuli. 
iihan, "with an account of the prefent competitors for the crown of Perfia. — 
Anecdotes of a late governor of Baravia.— '.fir/JC thoufand Chinefe majTacred' 
there in one night. — Negotiation with the Sheick of Grane for conducing 
us over th'e 'Dcckn.—Defcription of the fever al fmoking tubes made ufe of in- 
India.— mthor and his brother-travellers arrive at Baffora., 


1758* TN the evening of the 17th rf Match vet took our leave of Gombroon’, 

^ J|_ and on the 19th pafled by Congo- Bender, formerly a town of elegance 
and confiderable trade belonging to the Portuguefe, but now in a moft rui- 
nous condition. The fame day we came to an anchor at Ling, a fmall vil- 
lage, about a league from Congo, and there took in another pilot to carry 
us up to Karec. At eight o’clock we got under fail again with a fine 
eafterly wind. Friday the 24th we pafled by the ides of Kifme, Polloar,.. 
Kyes, Inderabie, Shittewar, and Bujheel. Some of thefe were quite- barren ; 
on others we obferved a few trees or bulhes, and little filhing towns, with; 
two or three Trankeys lying on Ihore. The Bate trees were thinly fcattered 
among the hills, and though a fmall portion of green might here and 
there be difeovered, yet fuch was the barrennefs of thefe iflands in general,, 
that it was for fome time a matter of furprize to us, how flieep and 
goats could poflibly fubfift there: But upon a clofer examination, when 
afliore, we found that the ground produced a fmall-leaved juicy mallows,, 
which feems to be the principal food of thefe animals. The Perfian coail, 
afforded a moft romantic profpeft. It appeared to us at firft to be one 
continued rock, rent and torn afunder by earthquakes > but we afttrwards. 
difeovered, that fome part of it was only fand, hardened by the rains and. 
fwn. 

Gn the 25th we had the wind from the north- weft, which obliged us to - 
drop anchor, to prevent the Ihip being driven back by the ebb tide.. 

Wc 
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Wc caught this day feveral forts of fifh ; fuch as the Bonetta, plaice, bream, 175!. 
conger-eel, &c. &c. At nine o’clock a breeze fpringing up from the fouth- v— 
ward, we again made fail, and paffed by a little fiming town on the Per- 
jian Ihore, called Shewee-y where there appeared to be a fmall fquare fort, 
which by our pilot’s account, has a few guns, and is kept in fome fort of 
repair. ihips trading in this gulph from Bomha^y frequently take in 

rock-falt for ballaft, and fell it on the Malabar coaft for about thirty Rupees 
the ton, which is almoft all clear gain. Captain Undfey prefented me with 
two pieces of metal-ore, and one of rock-falt, which he got from the 
ifland of Ormus, where both are found in great plenty. 

In our run thus far from Gmbroony two prefents came off to us from as 
many Ptrjian ^hticks .* One was of a goat, and fome eggs j the other of 
eggs only. 0ur captain fent them fome rice in return. We found the wea- 
ther hitherto very cool and pleafant. The evenings were made damp by 
dews, and we had no caufe to complain of heat in tlie night, although fix 
trf" us flept in one cabbin. 

Sunday the z^th we found ourfelves abreaft of Narhan point : It termi- 
nates in a long and low piece of land, which runs off into the gulph, from 
the foot of the Perfian hills. Mr. ParkeVy an officer on board the Succefsy 
informed us, that about two years before, he was between this point and 
the mam land, where he difeovered a channel, in which a (hip of 900 tuns 
might ride : he farther acquainted us, that the Portuguefe had once a fettle- 
ment here, (and indeed, upon the main land, the ruins of their faffory- 
houfe are ftill to be feen) where they alfo funk fome wells, the remains of 
which may eafily be traced. Mr. Parker added, that at this place a large 
river empties itfelf into the fca, and that the adjacent country is in fubjec- 
rion to two Arab chiefs. One rcfides up the country about three miles from 
Narhan point, and is tributary to the other, who lives on the oppofite fide 
of the river. Here providence fcems to have allotted a fpot of ground, 
amidft inbofpitable rocks and deferts, capable of affording the kind pro- 
duflion of vegetables for the benefit of man and beaft.. 

On the z^yth at nine in the morning wc were abreaft of Cape Ver- 
diflan, diftant from Cape Narban twelve leagues. Hitherto in our paf- 
(fiigc up the gulph, we kept as near to the Perfian^xt as poffiblc, for the 
advantage of anchoring when the tide ebbed, or the wind was contrary j 
and alfo. for avoiding ’doe: French frigate, which we were apprehenfiye we 
flioidd fall in with, if we approached too near the Arjibian ftwre. 

Arabia Felix was at this time governed by two fovereigns ; one of whom' 
cefided at Mufeat. This city, is a place or trade, as bSbre obferved, and 
‘ftands at the entrance of that part m the gulph which is called Ormus, and 
is the capital of his dominions, whence the chief is ftiled King of Mufeat.. 

The other has the title of King of Mofehuy whofe chief refidence is on the 
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1758. Ijorders of the gulph of that name, otherwife called the Rfid Thcfe 

tvvo princes are no way tributary to the Grand Seignior 'but are both 11^ 
'dependant in their rclpeftive dominions, and 'govern the ''Whole country of 
Arabia Felix, from the fouthern extremities of 'ihe two gdlphs, even as far 
almoft as Mecca. The province of MeccaiK governed by a Beglerbtg, who 
refides at Judda, and is in a manner an independant fovereign;: He ftiles 
himfelf Monarch, and accumulates great wealth by the rich prefents which 
;are yearly made to him by the devout Furks, Arabians, and Perjians, in 
'their pilgrimages to Medina scadi Mecca, theJairth andJjucial places of their 
prophet Mahomet *. 

In the morning of the ^8th we plainly difeovered the iSaA- mountains;, 
(which running out into the fea, form Cape Verdijlan) and opened the 
high land to the northward of it. We were now in expeftation of feeing 
• the illand of Karec in a day or two, being only 'thirty-fix leagues difUnt. 
This day, a large loouft, and a ‘beautiful -fea-fnake, about four feet long, 
and ten inches round, floated near the veflel. We had little or no .wind all 
?this night; but at 7 the next morning, a light, fair breeze fprang tip, and 
continued till ten, when we difeovered the land called ‘Halala on our ftarr- 
board bow, about feven leagues off. Gn the 30th we came in fight of the 
-long wiflied-for illand ; at 8 at night we came to an anchor off Karec, 
in 20 fathom water, having had gentle breezes all the day. It lies in 29* 
•i' north latitude. Early the next morning we made fail again, and foon 
ran within two leagues of a fort, which Hands on the north fide of the 
ifland, at the end of alow point, thatftretches towards another flat fandy 
:ifland, called Cargo. 

At half pall eight, iiDutS boat came off, with two letters of Mr. Shaw’s, 
(Our company’s -refident at Bajora. One was written in French, addreffed 
'to the Dutch matter attendant at Karec, defiring him to fend the other {En- 
glijh) letter to all Ihips of our nation, which might comeio an anchor off 
Karec, or be feen in the offing. This letter was dated the 9th of March,, 
and informed us of the Brijlars being in Bajfora river ; that Ihe carried 
30 guns, had 85 Europeans on board, and that the reft of her complement 
was made up of Indians and Lafears, in the whole, about .140 men. Mr. 
Shaw added, “ that (he would probably take in a loading of corn, and con- 
voy another Ftmcb Ihip, which had lain in the river ever fince the com- 
mencement of the war ; that this laft was of about 300, or 350 tons bur- 
then, and carried 20 guns three pounders ; that the enemy gave our, 
they were to ftay in the river fome months longer, and Ihouldthey wait 
to take in frelh corn, this might probably be the cafe ; that they had their 

• A good Turk, Arab, and Meor never fails once in his life to make this pilgrimage in 
perfon, but a Ferftan generally does it by proxy. In Mecca they pretend to Aew the noufe 
of Abraham or Ibrahim, and at a little diftance front it the tnoant on which he was to have 
.ipShred up his fon J/aac, 
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twp-mafts an end, but had difcharged their pilots.” Upon the whole, he 
ga.ve it as his opinion, that the two French veflels could not be going yet, 
but advifed all mailers, in proceeding up the gulph, to call at every 
port, where lie would not fail to lodge , intelligence. He concluded with 
laying, “ that Ihould any Englijh lliips get into Baffora river, they would 
then be fafe, as he was perfuaded, the country power would interpofe to pre. 
vent hoftilities.” 

We came to an anchor in the road about one o’clock in the afternoon, 
faluted the fort with eleven guns, and received the fame number in return. 
Captain Lindefey, Meflieurs Doidge and Pye went on fliore after dinner. The 
Grab faluted them on their putting oft' with nine guns, and at their landing 
they were received by the fecond in council, and the military officer, who 
introduced them to Baron Kniphaufen, to whom they delivered Mr. Gee’s 
letter of recommendation. The lame evening Captain Lindefey came on 
board, and gave us an account, that the Baron (who had given them the 
molt genteel and friendly reception) had in his opinion fiiggeftcd an excel- 
lent plan for our future proceedings, having recommended it to Mr. Doidge^ 
that we fhould land at Grane on the Arabian fhore, and fet out from thence 
over the Great Defert for Aleppo. That the Baron knew it to be a road fre- 
quented by people of trade that an European, attended only by a fingle 
fervant, had fafely travelled over it, and that tl>e journey would not take up 
more than 25 days. Captain Lindefey hnhex added, that (hould we approve 
of the fcheme, the Baron would immediately fend a Felucca with a meC- 
fenger to Grancy who fhould bring the ^heick of that place (a man greatly 
obliged to him, and in fome meafure under his influence) to Karec •, 
with him he did not doubt, but he fhould be able to concert a plan for 
conveying us fafe to Aleppo... 

The next morning, James Alms, Captain Mr. 

and myfelf, went on fhore, and were very genteely received by the 
Baron. We were met by Meflieurs Doidge and Pye, Mynheer Bofman the 
fecond ; Mr. Robingfon, an enfign in the Dutch artillery, but of Englijh ex- 
tradlion, and who fpoke our language tolerably well -, Mynheer Niceli the 
company’s accomptant ; Mynheer Tilick the furgeon j and Mynheer Binkey, 
tlie mailer attendant. The Bavon prefently opened to us his plan for our 
future journey, and it appearing to be a route as little hazardous, as any. 
we had yet thought of, and more expeditious (though lefs comtnodious) 
titan that by Baghdad, we unanimoufly agreed to put ourfelves entirely un- 
der die Baron’s diredbion ; who gave immediate orders for the Felucca’.^ 
going to Grane to bring the Sheick of that place to Karu. 

In the evening we took a walk to the fouth end of the iflknd, accompa- 
nied by Mr. Robingfon •, and pafTed through fome agreeable fields of corn, 
a few ears of which were then ripe, and fome gardens, where we faw 
cole- worts, beans, and peafe in perfection. We could not but take notice 
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175*. alto of » Urge handfome bnilding which we met with in the war, tuppoM 
'w—' br the common people to be the tomb of mir Mmt the fon of At/, 
Tmi much renownid for his piety, and who is faid m have performed mira- 

Sl^aSllary^J^rtA^^^ 

irl' S .L he -r “ in t^ SSiTth^ >”t 

."d pZZ, is" this si rnSmt t was Ly er^ed in remembrance and 
honour of that fage, and that neither his, nor the bones of any other per- 
Ibn were depofited under it. He obfervcd, it was poffiblc this tomb 
might once have been a Fortuguefe chapel j and that after thofe people bad 
deierted the ifland, the Perftans had changed it’s form into that it now 
bears. This opinion is probably well founded, for from the appearance of 
the ftone-mafonry, and the painted tiles above the door, it was very evident 
that fome parts at leaft of this building were of modern conftruftion. Juft 
before we reached this tomb, we entered, and fiirveyed with gteat atten- 
tion, a long fubterraneous paflage, niade for the conveyance of water 
from the oppofite fide of an hill •, which (according to the Perfian cuftom) 
has at proper diftances, holes cut through the furface of it, for the 
admilTion of light and air. We obferved alfo at this fouth end (which 
is the higheft part of the ifland) fome caverns hewn out of the folid rock, 
which feem to have been the dwelling-places of the firft inhabitants. There 
were alfo two or three ftfCi£tufcs here, which appeared to have been once 
appropriated to religious ufes, perhaps they were Portuguefe churches; 
and what ferves to confirm this opinion, is, that a crucifix had been dif- 
covered cut on one of the walls. 


The next day we began pitching the four tents which we had fumilh- 
ed ourfelves with at Calcutta ; but before we had finifhed with the largeft, 
our dining-tent, the Baron paid us a vifit, and put an entire flop to our 
proceedings, alluring us, that thofe high and fpacious tents, were by no 
means calculared for our purpoie, fince they would certainly difeover us a 
great way off, and give even thole Arabs that vrere about us, too high an 
opinion of our conl’equcnce ; they ’were alfo, he obfetved, too heavy and un- 
wieldy, and promifed to provide us with proper ones in their ftead. He 
had with him fevcral Anrahicm merchants, who all joined ia what the Baron 
had faid. After lie had thus paffed his judgment on our tents, he went 
on examining the other part of our baggage, and could not help fmiling 
at a two-wheel chaife we had brought with us, in hopes of it’s being 
ufeful in our journey over the Defert. We knew indeed that no fuch 
thing Was ufed in common either in Turkey or Perfia^ yet as we imagined we 
might be able to get horfes either at Bajfora or Baghdad, we had pleafed 
ourfelves with the thoughts of being fometimes relieved from the Camera 
untoward motion by this means; and in fuch roads as Ihould turn out 
rugged Or fandy, we had formed a feheme of taking the chaife to pieces, 
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«nd throwing it on a camel's back • We were not quite clear as to the 
praaicabihtv of this fcheme, but concluded, that at the worft, we could 
piake a prcfcnt of it to Mr. Shaw at Bajfora^ to whom we flattered ourfelves 
It might be acceptable, having heard that Mr. Dorrel, his predeceffor had 
made ufe of a two-wheel chaife at that place. The Ms feemed ereatlv 
lurpnzed at the conftrudion of this vehicle, and many of them with much 
pleafantry, placed themfelves in the feat of it. We hoped that the Baron 
himfelf might be prevailed upon to accept of the chaife, though from the 

rygged appearance of the whole illand, there was but little reafon to expea 
It f . 


From the chaife, the Baron cart: an eye on fome other things we had 
brought, and talked of making a ftiil greater alteration, but faid, he would 
let that alone till after the arrival of the Sheick from Grane. He approved 
much of our fufils, bayonets, and piftols, as well as of the canvas and lea- 
ther-portmanteaus, which we had procured to be made on board the Grah^ 
in lieu of common wooden trunks. He advifed us to take no finery with 
us, efpecially no gold or filver lace, but to appear as plain as pofTible ; to 
make our journey in the habit of T urkijh janizaries, for as the Arabs well 
knew thofe gentlemen not to be rich, we might probably go on in this dif- 
guife with little interruption. Our camp-tables and ftools, according to the 
Baron's plan, were to go no farther, and our clafp-cots were to be fent 
back alfo to Bombay^ as being of no kind of ufe in our future journey, fincc 
we muft fleep on the ground. Had we been fo fortunate as to have met 
with fo able a counfellor either at Calcutta or Bombay, it would have faved us 
at leaft two hundred and fifty pounds fterling : but wliat was part: could 
not be recalled, and I have now only to wilh, that our miftakes in this re- 
fpe(£t may be of advantage to future travellers. 

Baron Kniphaufen is a Pruffian by birth, brother to the late Embaf- 
fador of that name at London, of a middle age, and was formerly in his 
Pruffian majefty’s fervice, but from fome difguft left it, and ferved as a lieu- 
tenant in a regiment of French dragoons. He afterwards went to the Eafi 
Indies, and was appointed refident to the Dutch company at Bajjora, where 
he unluckily fell into a difpute with the 'Turkijh government, the particulars 
of which are as follow. — The Baron one morning received a meflage, that 
the governor defired to fpeak with him: he haftened to the palace, and 
according to cuftom fat in the outer room, among fome of the Agas of the 
court. A fervant having been fent in to acquaint the governor that the 
Baron was waiting in obedience to his commands, brought for anfwer, 

• We afterwards forely repented that we had not taken the chaife with os. 

•f Non eft aptus equis Ithacse locus, ut neque planis 
Porreftus Tpatiis, neque mult* prodigus herb*. 

Hor. Epift. Lib. i. 

Ec 
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175^* that his mafter was not ready to receive him. Not long after, another 
fervant came out, and defired him to walk into an inner apartment ; which 
he had no fqoqer done, but an officer there in waiting abruptly told him, 
that he was his prifoner. The B^ron was exceedingly mrprized, and enqui- 
ring into the reafon of his being treated in fuch a manner, was anfwered, 
that “ it was for being criminal with 'Turkijh women, and defrauding the 
Government of it’s cuftoms.” He infilled on the proofs being produced ; 
but was only, told in general that both the charges were well fupported, and 
that from henceforward he was to look upon himfelf as in prifon. He then 
demanded a fair trial, but that favour was refufed him. He remained 
confined for feveral days, and during the whole time, perfons were em- 
ployed to perfuade him to accommodate matters with a fum of money. 
This, he for a while abfolutely refufed to do, demanding the proofs, and 
complaining loudly of his ill treatment. Some days had now palTed away, 
and the Baron having made no overture of a pecuniary compromife, the 
* Mufti (who in this country is both prieft and judge) was fent for, and de- 
fired to declare what punilhment the law denounced againft an Infidel who 
Ihould prefume to lie with a Mahometan woman ? He replied, “ Death ” — 
He was then told, that there was a certain perfon now in prifon, who was 
undoubtedly guilty of this crime, and that he (the Mufti) had been fent 
for to pafs fentence upon him in form, in writing, and under his own fig- 
nature. He honeftly replied, that he could not polTibly do it, ’till he had 
feen the prifoner, heard what the witneffes had to fay, and was fully fatisfied 
in his own mind of the truth of the charge laid againft him. Thefe forma- 
lities, he was told, ought to be difpenfed with on the prefent occafion, for 
it was as clear, as the light at noon-day, that the prifoner was guilty. It 
was intimated alfo to him, that the governor had not the lead intention to 
take away the Baron's life, but his foie defign in confining him, was to 
frighten him, and if pofTible amend him by making him to pay down a 
large fum for his pardon. The venerable and upright Mufti begged to be 
excufed from having any hand in fuch a bufinefs, declaring it to be his 
duty to fit as a juft and uncorrupt judge, and that as the law gave the pri- 
foner a right to a fair and impartial tryal, he certainly Ihould have it at all 
events. 

The affair flood thus in fufpenfe for a little time, when the Baron was 
informed of fome underhand dealings of Mynheer *********** his fecond, 
which made him refolve immediately to compromife matters with the Turkijh 
government. He fent therefore for the proper officer, and defired to know 
what was the fum required for his releafe ? and whether he would favour 


* What the Muftis are in Turiy^ the Sheicks-Salem are in Perjia^ and the Jmaums in Arabia. 
There is a great difTert* nee between a Sheick-Salem and a common Sheick, The former is both 
jjriefl and judge, whereas the latter means no mor£ than the father of the family, or people, 
about him, 
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him with his good offices for an accommodation ? The T urk readily promifed *7 
his beft affiftance, but faid, he feared it would not be lefs than one hundred 
thoufand rupees. The Baron demurred, and complained heavily of the 
enormous fum that was fixed, but all his complaints were to no manner of 
purpofe. At laft, he told the Turk, he would that evening pay down his 
all, amounting to fifty thoufand rupees, ftay in Baffora only the next day, 
and depart in a Dutch fliip the day following ; but as by this ftep, his 
fecond would be fure to fucceed to the rcfidency, the governor might, if 
he pleafed, demand a complimentary loan from him of thirty thoufand 
rupees, and make up the remaining twenty out of the private fortune of 
the Banian, who was employed in doing the bufinefs of the Dutch factory 
here, and with whofe condufl in the prefent difpute, the Baron had great 
reafon to be difpleafcd. The hint was relifhed and accepted •, the Baron 
was immediately ufhered into one of the beft rooms of tlie Seraglio, where 
the governor and his Agas were fitting, the money was fent for, and paid 
down, and the prifoner fet at liberty. The Dutch fecond, and other Euro^ 
pean gentlemen were in company together, when they firft heard of the 
Baron's enlargement. The fecond immediately waited upon him, and was 
very inquifitive to know the terms of his deliverance, but received no 
fatisfaftory anfwer j the Baron only coldly telling him, that he Ihould the 
next day embark for Batavia, where he would account for the whole of 
his conduft, and there only. 

Mynheer *********** was now looked upon as chief or refident, and re- 
ceived the ufual compliments on the occafion. He was fent for to court, 
and befides being congratulated by the governor and all his Agas on his 
new promotion, he was honoured with a rich Pelife, or filk veft lined with 
ermine. He went home in the higheft fpirits, and without doubt hugged 
himfelf in the fuccefs of the day. But how foon did the feene change ! 
that very afternoon, a meflenger was difpatched to him from the gover- 
nor, with a demand of thirty thoufand rupees. He was aftoni/hed at the 
unlooked for tidings ; he raved, curfed and fwore refufed to pay the 
money, and infifted upon being told why it was required of him. The 
meflenger dryly told him, that it was but a neceflary compliment to the 
governor, from a man who had fo lately received fuch honours, and who 
had fo fortunately gotten into poflfefllon of a poll of fuch confcquence. Upon 
this, he flew to the Baron, who referred him to others for better advice 
than he could give him. He afterwards repaired to the Seraglio, to com- 
plain of his ill ufage, but here too he met with no redrefs : the thirty 
thoufand rupees were paid down, and fo were the twenty thoufand by the 
Banian. 

The day following, the Baron embarked -, but he was no fooner on board, 
than he received a meflTage from the governor, inviting him to come back 
again, with alTurances of his proteftion, and rcadinefs to receive from 
him any complaint he had to make againft any other European gentlemen. 
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The Baron confidcring that the money was gone, and that he Ihould after*- 
wards be as liable to infult and impofition as he had been already, declined 
the invitation, and immediately failed for the little ifle of Karec^ where he 
fafely landed: having attentively furveyed the fpot, heat that time laid 
the plan (in conjunftion with the Sheick of Bmdarick) of what he after- 
wards executed with fo much fuccefs. He carried a letter from the Sbeicky 
addrefled to the general and council at Batavia^ in which he offered to put 
the Dutch in poffeflion of the ifland, and to furrender up to them his right 
of fovereignty. However, before the Baron left Karec, he took care to 
difpatch a melTengcr acrofs the Defert to the Dutch embaflador at Conjtanr 
iinople, complaining of the violation of treaties, and of the affront which 
had been offered to all European powers, by his late unjuft imprifonment. 
He moreover defired the embaffador to apply to the Grand Vizier, that the 
Dutch might have liberty to refent the governor of Baffora\ behaviour, and 
that they might alfo have leave to fettle upon the ifland. Both thefe re- 
quefts were complied with, and the melfenger made his way back again to, 
Karec, before the Baron returned from Batavia. 

When the government oi Bajfora found, that the Baron could not be pre- 
vailed on to come back to that place, they prefently drew up a letter of. 
complaint againft him to the general and council at Batavia in the moft 
exaggerating terms, but at the fame time took care not to mention a fyllable 
of the 100,000 rupees. The governor, and all the principal people of his, 
court, figncd the letter, the honeft excepted. It was immediately 

fent away to Mr. Douglas at Gombroon, who was to deliver it to tho 
Dutch agent there, and this laft gentleman was requefted to ufe his 
utmoft diligence in forwarding it to Batavia. The Baron, who fortunately 
knew of this ftep, wenthimfelf to Gombroon, and embarked on board the very 
Ihip in which the letter was fent; confequently he got to Batavia in proper 
time to reply to every article of complaint that was exhibited againft him. 
This he did to the entire fatisfaction of the general and council ; to whon^ 
he now propofed his fcheme of making a fettlemcnt at Karec, and thereby 
putting their company’s affairs in the Per/ian gulph on a more advantageous 
footing than ever. This being approved of by them, he failed from 
Batavia with two fhips and fifty men, and took pofTeffion of Karec, 
the whole of whofe inhabitants at that time confided only of about one 
hundred poor fifhermen. 

As he bad brought but few materials with him, and as the government 
at Batavia was very flow in fending him the fiiccours they had promifed, 
he was at firft driven to great ftraits in endeavouring to eftablifh his new 
colony. At laft, he hit upon the expedient of fending for workmen from 
Perfta and Arabia, and with their affiftance buUt a little compaft fort, 
fufficiently ftrong againft any of the country powers, and capable of defend- 
ing itfelf againft any fhips in India, except thofe belonging to our Eaft India. 
company. The want of materials indeed, and of a fufficient number of. 

work- 
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workmen, was not the only difficulty the Bar^n had at firft to ftrugglc with ; >758. 
for at his coming on the coaft, he had the mortification to hear that his old ' — v— 
friend the of Bunderick had been murdered by his fecond fon, and 

that this unnatural villain having ufurped the fovercignty, tlireatcned de- 
ftruftion to him and his intended enterprize. No way intimidated however 
with thefe threats, he made good his landing, and began and perfected his 
work. 

This eftablifhment at Karec^ was only a part of the Baron's fcheme. 

There was fomething befides, which from the beginning he had never 
once loft fight of, the reimburfing himfelf, at the expence of the Turkijb 
government, the 50,000 rupees which had been fo unjuftly taken from 
him at Bajfpra. For this purpofc, he kept his fhips in conftant readi- 
nefs to put to fea, and in the months of April and Alay, when he knew 
the rich Turkijh veflels would be coming from the gulph, he ordered 
two of his fhips (for he had by this time fitted up a third) to cruize at the 
entrance of Baffora river, and not to fuffer any veflels to pafs without 
examination. Thefe orders the captains of his two cruizers moft punftually 
fulfilled, and moreover frequently landed in their boats, and took away 
oxen, fhcep, goats, and all other forts of provifion, from the fhore. While 
the Baron's two fliips were thus commencing hoftilities in the mouth of 
Bajfora river, two '■Turkijh velTcls, very richly laden, touched at Karec 
for pilots, and to enquire into the caufe of the Duteh commanders 
Gondu(ft, as reported to them in their palfage up the gulph. The Baron 
entertained the TurkiJIo captains in the meft polite manner, and took care 
to furnifli them with every thing that could contribute either to the refrefh- 
ment of their fhips crews, or their own amufement. He pretended alfo to 
find great fault with the hoftilities committed by his two cruizers, and was 
politic enough to perfuade the ‘turkijh commanders not to depart from KareCy 
until the return of his own captains, when, faid he, you yourfelves fhall be 
witnefTes of their being brought to a proper account for their paft beha- 
viour. He was all this while however very uneafy at his own untoward 
fituation ; being doubtful whether, in fpite of all his arr, thefe two 
fhips might not by fome accident or other be alarmed, and make their 
way back again out of the gulph. He could not but reflect too, that he 
had no force with him at prefent capable of preventing it, there being 
but one fiiip left at Karee, poorly manned, and ftill worfe commanded ; 
and the two ‘Turkijlo veflTels carried at leaft two hundred and forty men, with 
guns in proportion.. Add to this, that he was in daily, almoft in momentary 
expedlation of his enemy, the Sheick of Bundariek, fending over his tran- 
keys, filled with foldicrs, to the affiftance of the Turks. In this dilemrfia, 
he wifhed only for an opportunity of calling in his cruizers, but at the fame 
time defpaired of finding any. Luckily for him, at this very critical 
conjuncture, the mafter of a ‘trankey, bound to Bajfora^ applied to him 
for a pafs ; the t urkijh captains feconded the requeft, the pafs was granted, 
and an order was fent with it to the commanding officer for the immediate 
I, return 
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return of the cruizcrs. In two or three days they appeared, to* the no fmall 
ioy of the Baron. And now, the who before were prevented from 

failing by what they thought prudential rcafons, were to their inexprelTible 
furprize, compelled to ftay by force. The hoidilities committed by the two 
criiizers at the mouth of llie river, had given the government at Bajfora the 
mod: fenfible alarm but how greatly was it increafed, when the news arrived 
of the Baron'^ having detained the two rich fliips, which they had been 
anxioully expeaing from Surat! They immediately wrote to him, offering 
to pay back the 100,000 rupees, and in all other refpefts to come to an 
amicable accommodation. The terms were readily accepted of, the money 
was paid, and the government of Bajjera, and the Baron (who generoufly 
rcimburfed Mynheer ***«***»»*« and tlie Banian their ftiarc), have continued 
on a friendly footing ever fmee. 

Having circumftaiuially given the particulars of the Baron's hiftory rela- 
tive to his firft fettling at Karec., 1 fhall fiibjoin a defeription of the ftate of 
ihat little ifland, at the time of our arrival. The fort is a Jquare, built 
of done, with four baftions, each of which hath eight guns mounted upon 
it ; fix of thefe were in the two faces, and the others were fo contrived as to 
flank the two curtains. Before the gate, facing the fea, was a battery or 
ravelin, with twelve guns mounted, from fix to eighteen pounders. There 
were alfo thirty or forty more of various fizes lying upon the ground, for 
want of carriages. This irregularity in the weight of cannon, was owing to 
the Baron's being obliged to get them as he could from different fhips, and 
at feveral times. An efplanade alfo extended icfelf about 200 yards, be- 
yond which, they had juft finiftied fome houfes for Europeans to dwell in, 
and a wall, which joined to thofe houfes. This wall, it was defigned, 
fltould hereafter be continued from fea to i'ea, as a fecurity to the fort and 
the inhabitants within. It ran nearly north-weft and fouth-eaft. — The fort 
was garrifoned with an hundred European foldiers. I’here was alfo a trian- 
cTular baftion at the north-weft end of the ifland, mounted with fix guns ; 
two of thefe pointed towards the fea, two to the fhore, and the other two were 
to flank the intended curtain-wall of the town. About mid-way between 
this north weft point and the fort, there was a fmall pier-head of ftone- 
work, defigned to proted a little haven, whither all the Trankeys, GaUivats, 
and Feluccas run, when the fouth wind blows hard, and where they lay in 
perfe 6 t fecurity. In this haven wte faw two or three armed GallivatSy with 
fix or eight carriage guns, which is fuperior to any force the Turks or their 
neighbours have in thefe feas. Upon the whole, the Baron had made a 
furprizing progrefs for the little time he had been upon the ifland, and it 
plainly appeared to us, that he intended to make it a very Itrong and 
wealthy place. 

In the middle of this ifland, are very high hills, which abound with a 
variety of ftiells. Some fragments torn from their fides, gave us an op- 
portunity of difeovering feveral yards under the furface, an aftonifhing 

quantity 



r 3 

quantity of oyftw, fcallt^, cockle, lamprey, barnicle, and other {hells. 
The common tree here, is the Banian *, but none of the limbs yield thofe 
luxuriant (hoots which go downwards, and fix themfelves in the ground, as 
at Gmbroont and Fort St. David . — The lavender-cotton (hrub is round here 
in great plenty. Here are alfo partridges, wild pidgeons, wood*pcckers, 
many kinds of final 1 birds, befides gulls, near the Tea. 


P/art oyllers have been found near this ifiand, but as they lie in confider- 
able depths, not lefs than 13 or 14 fathom water, the divers (who were not 
very expert at the bufinefs) had not met with much fuccefs, at the time we 
were there. Some pearls of confiderable value however had been found, 
particularly one, very handfome and large, which the Baron was fo polite 
as to prefent to Mr. Doidge. It had a Lufus Natura upon it, ftrongly re- 
ferabling the face of a human fixtus in the early months of pregnancy. 

The Baron was very inquifitivc about the diving-bell, and fome other 
late difcoverics made in England, for enabling men to keep a long while 
under water and defired Mr. Doidge to think of him on this article. He 
gave me alfo a commiffion to buy, and fend him out from England the 
following books and inftruments, viz, 

Diflionnaire de Bayle “I 

Moreri | Derniere edition. 

- — Oeconomique J 

Cours de la fcience Militaire par Bardette de Villeneuve. 

Oeuvres de Voltaire T 

Boileau / 

— Regnard vToutes* 

— — — — — Requier { 

■ Vertot \ 

L’Hiftoire d’Angleterre par Rapin. 

L’Hiftoire de France qu’on Jugera la meilleurc. 

Lettres de Guy Patin. 

Oeuvres de Cyrano de Bergerac. 

Toutes fortes de Voyages particuliers, entre autres d'Ethiopie, d'Aby(finic, 
& Nubie. 

Memoires et Voyages du Chevalier d’Ervieux. 

Toutes fortes de Memoires inftruftives, ou atnufantes. 

Toutes les Oeuvres du Marquis d’Argens. 

Hiftoire Generale des Voyages in 4to les 12 tomes, & teux quj 
fuivent. 

La Mothe le Vayer. 

Anecdotes de la Cour de Philippe Auguftc j & autres dc cette forte. 

Lettres edifiantes & curieufes. 

Defeription de I’Ameriquc par Ic Pere Labat. 

Defeription d’Afrique. 


Toutes 
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.r758. Touees fortei de komans biea ecrits, Jbit Francois, foit An^dis tradmti 
en Francois. • 

Eton Qjiichotte, et toutcs les Oeuvres de Cervantes. 

Diftionnake FFan9ois et Anglois*, et Anglois et Francois j avcc unc bonne 
Grammaire. 

Quclques bons et nouveaux Livres fur rArtillerie, la Fortification, et 
Attaques dcs Places de meme I'nr la Marine, et la Conftruftion des Vaiffeaux. 

Ditto, Sur I’Architefture, et les Mechaniques, et Phifiquc cxpcrimcntale v 
enfin, tous les Livres qiie vous jugerez m’etre utiles. 

The above catalogue is citadly copied from the Baron-% original com- 
miffion, and inferred as a fpccimcn of that gentleman’s ingenuity and turn 
of Blind. He was pleafed afterwards to add to the catatogue fcveral me- 
chanical inftruments •, as Captain Tovefi new inftrument for levelling can- 
non, and any other invention for the bomb. Any new-invented optical 
inftruments, being improvements on the tclefcope, microfeope, or common 
tye-glafs. And fuch other inftruments as tended to illuftratc any art or 
feiente, or could be of fervice to him in his new fettlement. 

Thefe feveral articles were to be fent to him by one of our India {hips, or 
by fome vefl'el bound to Scanderoon i and from thence to be fent to AUfpOy 
configned to the care of the Englijh or Dutch conful at that place. On my 
arrival in London^ this commilTion of the worthy Baron^ was pundually exe- 
cuted, and difeharged out of a fum of money, which he had advanced to 
Mr. Doidge. 

Not far from Grane is an ifland called Barecn or Babaren, where at certain 
known depths, divers go down to the bottom of the fea, and come up again 
with their veflels filled with frefh water. The fadl is indifputable : I h^ it 
&om the Baron, and feveral Arabian merchants who lived near the ifland 
confirmed the truth of it. The frelh water is found in holes or little natu- 
ral wells, fome fathoms below the furface of the fea. The Arabs have 
certain marks on the ifland, to teach them where to dive for the frefh water 
holes. One of tht merchants aflured us, that he himfelf difeovered a 
fpring upon the fhore, ferving orte of thefe wells that he put a bit 
of a heavy flick into it, and in two or three days afterwards,*^ a diver 
brought it to him from the bottom of one of the hoks. It is worthy of 
remark alfo, that through all the Perftan gulph, the fpring wat?r of the 
iflands is much better than that which is found upon the continent} and 
the water ncareft the fea in the iflands, has-greatly the advantage over that 
which is found in the middle parts. This obfervation of the inferiority of 
the water upon the continent, holds good however, only refpefting that 
part of it which is near the- fea; for a^Jt 12 miles up the country, both, 
on the Perfian and Arabian fide of the gulph, the water is very. good. 

‘To 
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In the diftrift of Dtdejht near Bthaim^ in the province of Pegfoai (or >75^. 
Cokelaun) in Perjia, is a black Bitumen^ extracted from a rock, whicit 
is looked upon as a fpecific in reuniting fraftured bones. The Baron gave me 
two little canifters of it and the direftions I received for ufing it, were, 

“ Take half a drachm of the Bitumen^ and melt it over the fire, mixed 
with an ounce of oil : when thefe are well incorporated, rub the broken 
part with them quite warm, and in all other refpeds treat the fradure ac- 
cording to the common rules of furgery. The patient is alfo to take a pill 
of it inwardly three or four times a day.” Mr. Alves, an Englijh furgeon, 
had made ufe of it in a cafe where both thighs were fradured, and aifured 
the Baron that no fever came on during the whole time of the cure. Another 
perfon aflured the Baron, that having once applied it to the broken leg of a 
Fowl, it was able to walk in twenty-four hours. The rock yielding this 
Bitumen had formerly a guard placed over it, and a very confiderable profit 
arofe therefrom to the governor of the province ■, but fince the kingdom of 
Ptrjia has been rent in pieces by civil wars, it is fuppofed that this guard 
has been withdrawn, for feveral poor Perfians, who fled for protedion to 
Karec, brought a little of this pitch along with them, and offered it in fale 
to the Baron. That which he gave me, was a prefent to him from the go- 
vernor of the province *. 

We were greatly difappointed at the long abfence of the Felucca, which 
the Baron had fent to Grane, to bring the Sheick who was to condud us over 
the great Defert to Aleppo •, however, on the whole our time paflTed away 
not unpleafantly. The mornings were generally fpent in making little excur- 
fions to different parts of the ifland, and our evenings in flipping with the 
Baron at the fort. Here we met with a very agrecame and fenfible gentle- 
man, who amidft a variety of other topics, gave us the following account of 
the Arabs and Perfians. 

“ The Arabs ftill continue divided into 'Fribes *, and out of as many 
of thefe as pofllble, it will be advifable for you to feled the men who 
are to efcoft you over the Defert •, for (hould you happen to fall in with a 
body of any of thofe particular tribes, to which the Arabs who accompany 
you belong, you may depend upon paffing unhurt and unmolefted ; or if 
you meet with any of their fcouting parties, and can prevail only on one 
of them to enter your tents, drink of your coffee, eat rice, or any thing 
befldes, you will then be fafe from any infult either by them or their 
brethren ; it being an invariable maxim with them, “ never to molejl 
thofe ftrangers they have once eaten and drank voithfi looking upon it then as 
a breach of hofpitality, and confequently as a moft enormous crime. Should 
any of their out-lying detachments accidentally fall in with you, and inftcad of 

• Sir John Chardin in the fecond volume of his travels has given an exaft and ample ac- 
count of this medicine. 

F f entering 
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1758. entering your tents, and paruking of ymir entertainment, hurry back to 
— V— their main body to communicate the pleafing intelligence ; even in this cafe, 
if one of your party can make greater hafte than they, and join the Arab‘ 
body firft, throw himfelf at the Sheick's feet, and demand protedlion, you 
may reft aflured of your lives and property : for another ftable maxim with 
them is, that “ •whofoever Jhallfly to the powerful, and humbly implore ajfiftante, 
has a right to receive it.” I'his point they carry fo far, that were the 
murderer of the Sheick's father, fon, or brother, to be the perfon fo pe- 
titioning, he would not be refufed. And what is ftill more extraordinary, 
this a(5t of mercy is fure to take place, although the fupplicant may not 
be able to get quite up to the perfon of the Sheick. If he is only fo near 
him, as to be capable of throwing a flick to, or beyond the fpot of 
ground where he happens to be, this circumftance fecures him from all 
danger. 

But though the Arabs are thus fcrupulous in regard to the rights of hof- 
pitality, yet in other inftances they will be found to equivocate as well 
as their neighbours. The moft cffedtual way to bind them is by a 
particular oath of theirs, called the Tallauck ; the penalty of a non-per- 
formance of which is, that the perjured perfon fliall part with all his wives, 
and never cohabit with them again, until they have been proftituted to other 
men. The infamy and inconvenience arifing from hence, is efteemed fo 
very great, that you feldom, if ever, hear of this facred obligation being 
broken. The wife, that has the greateft power in a family, is Ihe, who by 
the confent of the parents of both parties, was firft married to the young 
man ; fhe is early taught the art of cookery, and takes the lead of all the 
other wives in that refpeeft •, fhe has alfo the chief management of his do- 
meftic affairs •, nor can he ever part with her, but with the utmoft difficulty 
and inconvenience.” 

The money ufed by the Arabs, are the Perftan and Indian Rupees. In 
one town in Arabia Felix, the government coins a piece of filver fomewhat 
of the fhape of an horfeffioe -, fifteen of thefe amount to a Rupee. The 
Indian Rupee is worth forty-fix Marmoodas, the Perfian is valued only at forty-, 
five. 

The charader which this gentleman gave ris of the Per/tans alfo was by no 
means likely to prejudice us in their favour. He reprefented them as “ a 
deceitful, treacherous people •, faithlefs in their dealings, and fo addided to 
all the little arts of guile and falfehood, that a man muft be credulous to a 
great degree, to believe them even upon their oaths. Should one of that na- 
tion fwear (according, to the Perfian mode) that he will perform a certain 
ad, on the penalty, we will fuppofe, of his fon Hojfein being difhonoured 
by his wife ; upon being deteded of failing in his engagement, and re- 
proached with the difhonour which is done to his family by his perjury, 
3 he 
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he will only laugh and fay, that he took that oath at the expencc of another 1758. 
Hojfein, not of his fon, nor of any one of that name, for whom he had the v-- 
lead affection. A Perjian is not limited in the number of his wives : he 
may marry them for a certain time, and at the expiration of that period put 
them away if he pleafes, taking care however to perform his marriage con- 
traff, which always fecures to the woman a return of whatever money or 
goods Ihe brought with her, in cafe of a divorce.” 

In Gombroon if a woman fliall be difeovered to have committed adultery, 
the hufband of that w'oman is obliged to pay a fine to the governor, if 
able ; if not, the wife is taken from him by the officers of jultice, and fent 
to a common ftew, there to remain, ’till fhe has by a repetition of the 
fame crime, earned as much money, as will difeharge the fine : after this 
(he is returned to her hulband again, who may keep her or not, as he 
thinks proper. If he chufes to part with her, he muft exactly fulfil the mar- 
riage contrad by returning the fortune he received with her. 

In a vifit we made to another gentleman of this ifland, who had the beft 
opportunities of getting at the true charader of the late famous Thamas 
Kuli Kban, he afliired us, “ that all the hiftories yet written of him, were 
very erroneous. He was not naturally cruel ; his ambition indeed led him 
to empire, but he would have been glad to have governed mildly. That 
though the two laft years of his life were attended with continual revolts 
among his fubjeds, at the head of whom were his own children, yet he 
feldom put any of them to death ; the punifhment he generally inflided was 
that of putting out their eyes. Kuly Khan being once alked, why he chofe 
this method of treating his rebellious fubjeds, rather than taking away their 
lives, replied, Becaufe I would have them live on, eyelefs, as lajling monuments 
of their own villainy, and of my jujtice. 

This gentleman alfo aflured us, that Kuli Khan had once flattered himfelf 
with a vaft increafe of empire by a marriage with the Czarina of Mufeovy, 
and that he adually fent an Embaffador to Peterfburgh for that purpoie : 
though the Czarina fecretly defpifed the offer he made to her, looking back 
with fcorn on his mean original, yet flae took care to demean herlelf with 
much feeming refped upon the occafion, and expreffed herfelf highly honour- 
ed with the Shah’s propofal, but at the fame time advanced many reafons why 
fhe could not ppffibly comply with it. Among others, fhe did not forget 
to mention the difference of their religion. Soon after the return of his 
embaffador, the Perjian monarch converfed often with the fathers of the 
three convents at Ifpahan ; feemed very defirous of being inftruded in the 
fundamentals of their religion, liftened to them with great attention, and 
threw out hints of his becoming a Chrijiian. He ordered alfo thefe fathers 
to fet about a tranflation of the New Teftament into the Perftan language for 
his own immediate ufe, which they had very near fipifhed, when his life 
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1758. was put an end to by four of his own generals, who have been fighting for 
■— the crown or throne of Pfr/ta ever rmce.7 

The firft competitor, Nauzlr Khan, hath already been noticed as refiding 
near to Gombroon. — The fecond, Kerim Khan, is in pofleflion of Ifpahan, and 
has an army of thirty thoufand men under his command. — The third is 
Hajfein Khan, who poneflcs the northern parts of the kingdom, and at the 
time we were at Gombroon, was faid to be marching from the provinces near 
the Caffian fea with a great body of forces towards Ifpahan ; and that he 
carried with him a prince of the female line of the great Shah Abbas, in 
whofe name he founded his pretenfions. — The fourth is Achmet or Hamet 
Shah, governor of the Afghan or Pytan country ; his views were faid to 
be confined to the keeping poffcflion of that province only, which borders 
on the territories of the Great Mogul. During our ftay at Karee, we re- 
ceived advice, that Haffein Khan had obtained a fnperiorky over all his rivals r 
that his troops were more numerous, and better difeiplined than theirs ; and= 
that his carrying with him a prince of the royal blood had confiderably in- 
creafed the number of his partifans, and given him at lead a £hew of better 
pretenfions to the crown. 

Hamet Khan or Shah, the chief of the Afghans, according tcf»iihefe ad- 
vices, had juft before gained a eonfiderable, tho’ not a decifive 'l^i^Hjry over 
Kerim Khan. We were now alfo given to underftand, that Nauzir Khan, irr~ 
the neighbourhood of Gombroon mis become of fo little confequence, as not 
to be thought worthy of being ranked among the competitors for the crown^ 
of Perfia. So that at this time the four claimants were reduced tO' 
three. 

To the fame gentleman who furnifticd us with the account of the 
nations bordering on the Perjtan gulph, we were alfo obliged for the 
following anecdotes relative to a late maflacre in Batavia, the chief 
aftors of which furpafled either Arabs or Perfians, in diflimulation and 
cruelty. 

As all kinds of grain were fcarce at Ceylon, and as all the fettlements 
in India were chiefly fupplied with wheat and rice from Bengal and the 
Malabar coaft, it was propofed in the Dutch council at Batavia, that a confi- 
derable number of Chinefe lltould be forcibly taken from the ifland of Java, 
and tranfported to Ceylon, in order to cultivate the lands, which thereby 
would be fure to produce great quantities of grain. This motion met with 
violent oppofuion, and was almoft unanimoufly reje(ftcd ; feveral alledging 
that it was the height of cruelty and injuftice to force the Chinefe, who were 
a free people, into flavery j and fome threw out hints that there ought to be 
methods taken to make their affairs better rather than worfe. Elated with what 
paffed in the council, the Chinefe took great liberties, fpake freely of their real 

or 
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or pretended hardfliips, and at laft went fo far as to infult, and commit 
fcveral robberies. A council was prefently fummoned ro remedy rhefe 
evils -r when, after much debate, it was at laft refolved, that all the va- 
grant Chiiiefe Ihould be feized and lent to Ceylon i but the officer, who 
put this order in execution, made a 'fatal miftake, for inftiad of con- 
fining himfelf to vagrants, he imprifoned jleveral of the principal planters 
and merchants. During their confinement, many of their fervants com- 
mitted great thefts, and did them confiderable damage in plundering their 
eftates. No foOner however were they fet at liberty, hut the fervants, appre- 
henfive of their mafters difpleafurc, ran into the mountains, where they 
committed great diforders among the native iflanders, who came to a pitched 
battle with them, and beat them back to the Dutch territories. Upon their 
return, the ring-leaders were punillied, and affairs were once more put 
upon a tolerable good footing. The Dutch council then thought it necef- 
fery to make a new law, by which all the Chinefe were forbidden to have a 
light in thek houfes after eight o’clock in the evening. This was a 
tnoft fenfible mortification to people, who had ever been accuftomed 
to fpend their evenings in tlie greateft feftiviry ; and in fpite of this 
reftraint, they came to a refolution of continuing their meetings, and 
of increafing their mutual intercourfe with one another. For this pur- 
pofe, tkey broke down their partition-walls, threw feveral houfes into 
one, aii4 kept up their fpirics as well as men could do who were without 
light. 

The Dutch were greatly alarmed at this behaviour of the ' Chinefe ; 
they aflcmbled in council, and orders were prefently iffued for all the 
feamen belonging to the Ihips in the port, to come alhore, to be 
ftationed in the marine yard, where they were locked up every even- 
ing, in order to keep the Chinefe in awe, and to aft as occafion might 
require. One night, either through carelefsncl's or defign, the gate of the 
marine yard was left open ; the failors foon difeovered it, and, enraged 
with being kept fo long confined, they broke loofe like fo many wild 
beafts, and roamed all over the city,- maffacring every man, woman, and 
child, they met with, to the number of forty ihoufand. 

The news of this dreadful feene was foon brought to the general ; hut 
alas ! no remedy was to be found ! Prefently after, an officer was difpatched 
to him in all hafte from the prifon (in which were kept fifteen hundred 
Chinefe, defigned to be tranfported- to Ceylon) acquainting him, that the pri- 
foners were in an uproar, that without immediate afliftance he Ihould not 
be able to keep them under, but they would break out and put to death 
all that came in their way, and that little or no refiftance could' be made to 
fo large a body of men, confidering how the Dutch feamen and foldiers 
were difperfed through the ieveral quarters of the town. In anfwcr to 
-this, the general is laid to have replied, “ ]f that be really the cafe, the 
c frifoners 
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1758. prifonerf ought to he cut off." This was a fufficient hint to the officer, 
who took care to fee the bloddy aft perpetrated without delay. Nothing 
more than giving the above anfwcr, could ever be proved againft the ge- 
neral, though he afterwards was accufed of being the principal aftor in this 
horrid butchery, and was accordingly removed from his government, and 
imprifoned, till death fet him free. 

On Friday the 14th of Jpril, to our great fatisfaftion, the Felucca returned 
from Grane, and brought the long-exp.efted Arab. He behaved very com- 
plaifantly, afTuring us of his beft afllftance, and how ready he was to accom- 
pany us to Aleppo. He thought it his duty however, he faid, to acquaint 
us, that if we undertook our journey at this time, we fhould run great 
rifk of being infulted by the tribe of a powerful neighbouring Sheick*^ 
who having a quarrel among themfelves, were under no fort of regulation : 
that two perfons had been lately attacked by them, one of whom, well 
known by the Baron., was mortally wounded. He added, that this day 
was the feventh of the Mooriy and by letters received from different places 
it appeared, that the great Caravan for Aleppo would be near Grane on 
the twentieth, when the camels from this laft place were to join it; that if 
we chofe to travel in company with them, we might do it with much more 
fafety and convenience, than in a fmaller party ; that the CaravatrytuoxAdi be 
, only thirty days in going from Grmie to Aleppo, and wotijicl ’ctkrtift of 
five thoufand camels and a thoufand men. I'hc whole of this intelligence 
was of too pleafing a nature to admit of our continuing long in fulpence ; 
we unanimoufly agreed to ]o\n t.\\c Caravan. The feemed delighted 

with our determination, and advifed us to leave Karec on the fifteenth, that 
we might get to Grane in proper time; affuring us, that he himfelf would 
return back to Grane in a day or two, to get the, camels, ftfr. ready for our 
ufe. 

The Baron, after confulting with the Arab, determined that our baggage 
Ihould confift of the following articles. One Bengal tent, two Arabian tents, 
.1% Arabian bafltets, which, one with another, holds about 24 quart bottles. 
They were to contain 72 bottles of Madeira wine, 58 of claret, 54 of Mango 
fhrub, 15 oi Arrack, 15 of cyder, 240 pounds of bifeuit or rufk, 6 hams, 
30 neats tongues, 27 pieces of fhip beef, i chefhire cheefe, 32 pounds of 
butter, 2 fmall jars of pickled Sardinias, 3 quart bottles of oil, 5 of 
vinegar, 2 bottles of muftard, 2 bottles of powdered pepper, 20 pounds 
of powdered fugar, 8 pounds of powdered fugar-candy, 12 quart bottles 
of common fyrup clarified with whites of eggs, 28 pounds of onions, 

The alluded to lives near and is the moll powerful of all that live in the 

De/ert, having thirty thoufand men under his command ; he receives fifty thoufand crown* 
out of the out hu.idied thoufand, which are yearly fent to the Arabr from ikt Grand Seignior, 
for permitting Pilgrim-Caravans to pafs unmolefted. 
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12 pounds of ginger-bread nuts, 30 pounds of Gombroon dried prunes, 
two Catteet of tea, tv/o of powdered coffee, one canvas portmanteau, to * 
hold out' linnen and clothes, and a larger one for our bedding. As our 
whole party conlilted of eight perfons, it was agreed that each of us (fer- 
vants excepted • Ihould take with him 30 fuits of linnen, one European fuit 
of clothes, four 01 five pair of thin llioes, a plain hat, an Arabian Camaline^ 
troufers. Turban and flippers, and a Turkijh Janizary’ drefs. The above 
inventory of our baggage being fixed, and the Baron having acquainted the 
Arab, that he intended to accommodate us with two of Iiis own horfes in 
•our journey -, the latter declared, that 30 cameds would dill be wanting to 
carry us, our fervants, and baggage. The Baron infifted, that a lefs num- 
ber would be fuflicient, and brought him down to twenty. It was then 
agreed between them, it would be neceffary for us to take from Crane an 
Arab of credit, whofe bufinefs would be to fettle all points with the com- 
mander of the Caravan, to prevent inlults, thefts, kAc. [Ac. 

The Baron took me afide, and told me, by what he could learn, the 
price of a camel at and about Crane, was about thirty-five Piaftres, but 
he feared that we as travellers would be obliged to pay for the fervice 
only, more than the camel’s original cod ; but by a calculation he had made, 
he thought he fhould be able to agree with the Sheick, to provide us 
with camels, and all other neceffaries, for about a thoulknd or eleven 
hurvired PrV^m*. I took upon me to anfwer for my brother travellers, 
that we flrould not have the lead objection to this fum, and dcfired the Baron 
to fettle matters with the Arab upon tlris footing. 

The affiir, agreeable to the Arabian cuftom, was negotiated between them 
by the mediation of a third perfon j the Baron and the Sheick having no 
immediate intercourfe with each other. A great deal of pompous folcm- 
nity fat on the face of the Arab, who treated this bufinefs as a matter of the 
utmoft confeqnence, and by figns upon his fingers, made a demand of two 
thoufand Piaftres. The Baron in return offered one thoufand, and the affair 
was thus debated by figns from the parties, and ferrous whifperings from 
the mediator, for full half an hour •, when they parted rather abruptly, the 
Baron being greatly difplcafed with the intended impofition of the Arab. 
He told us in the evening, that this exorbitant demand muft proceed from 
a report that we Vvcre exceedingly rich ; that he was fure the crafty Arab 
had cafl a wifliful eye upon our purfes, and that nothing but this, and the 
hopes he ftill entertained of our being obliged to clofe with him, prevented 
his acceptance of the offer, for the w'hole money would be clear gain to him } 
as we were immediately to depofit the cafh, and the camels which he was to 
buy with it, would fell zx. Aleppo for more than their prime coft. The Sheick, 

* Eight hundred piaftres make one thoufand ruptet, or one hundred and twenty-five pound* 
flcrling. 

after 
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1758. after the negotiation was broken off, waited upon the BateWt and remori- 
ftrated after this manner. “ Ton ufe me vety unkindly. Sir. PMy ifhat are 
“ tbefe travellers to you ? I and my tribe have been in friendjhip with you for 
“ a long time, and I could not have expelled that you -mould thus bmse given 
“ the preference to ftrangers." The Baron was fo much out of temper witfi 
him, that he returned him very little anfwcx, hut ordered a Felucca to be 
immediately got ready for us, that the Arab might think we were deter- 
mined to go to Baffora by water in order to join the Caravan there, where 
we were allured it would arrive in two days, after its leaving Crane. Our 
I'crvants allb were made to believe that we fhould certainly proceed by water, 
that the Arab, who probably would be inquifitive with them, might be 
deprived of all hope of our ever coming up to his demand. The Baron 
clofed this night’s converfation, with the following fcnfible obfervation. 
“ In Europe perhaps it may fometimes be a proper maxim for people to deftre to he 
“ thought rich hut in this part of the world, all fhould endeavour to be efteemed 
“ poor, for the fuppofed rich man will ever be impofed upon, and it is out of 
“ his power to prevent it. Gentlemen's fervants have alfo a peculiar vanity in 
“ exaggerating the wealth of their mafiers, and thereby often pat them to an 
extraordinary expence." 

While things remained in fufpenfe, as to the Arab, we took frequent op- 
portunities of vifiting our fevcral friends upon the ifland, particularly Mr. 
and Mrs. Bcfman, in whofe gardens we paffed fome hours very agreeably, 
andfmoked the Calloon and Kerim Can*, pipes which are ufcd by the gentle- 
men here, in the fame manner as the Hooka is in Bengal. The common 
people on Karec, like thofc in India, fmoke the Hubble-Bubble, which is 
made of a Cocoa-nut Ihell, and a Bamboo joint. In all thefe pipes the fmoke 
pafles through water before it enters the mouth, and is thereby very cool. 
The tobacco of Perjia too is of a mild kind, which being conveyed in great 
quantities to India, is there made into a pafte with fugar, feented ingre- 
dients, and rofe-water, and thus fmoking is made agreeable to perfons, who 
otherwife would diflike it. The Hooka (the form of which is not inelegantly 
(hewn in the annexed plate) is conltrufted upon the fame principles as the 
Calloon, Kerim-Can, and Hubble-Bubble. It is indeed of a different fhape 
from the three laft, but will ferve to give a competent idea of all the -pipes 
that are ufed throughout A/ta. 

In the evening of the 1 6th, Mr. Doidge learned from Enfign Robingfon, 
that the Baron, fince the exorbitant demand of the Arab, had been exceed- 
ingly uneafy, and very thoughtful upon our account. “ He wilhed (faid the 
‘‘ enfign) to have facilitated your journey} but as fo much time has already 
been loft, and the whole fchemc of going by Crane is likely to prove 

• So called a Ptrfian general of that name, who invented it, or perhaps from the word 
Ktrim, which in the Perjian language fignifies a horn or tube. 

“ abortive 
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** abortive, I am very fure he would be greatly pleafed if you fpsred 17^8. 
his delicacy fo far as to make the propofal yourfelves of going by fpme v— — 
other route.” Mr. Robirtgfon ingenuouQy added, “ that every other gen- 
tleman upon the ifland was clearly of opinion, that we ought to go by 
water to Bajfsra., and he had reafon to think the Baron was not to be ex- 
cepted out of this number, however fcrupulous he might be of delivering 
his fentiments.” He defired however that the hints which he had given 
might be kept a fecret from the Baron. Immediately, a fhort coniultation 
was held between us on our prefent fituation ; and the fame evening, wit!i 
the general confent of the whole party, I opened to the Baron, that “ as 
fo exorbitant a fum had been demanded by the Arab, as the time of our con- 
tinuance at Grant, before the arrival of the Caravan, would alfo be very 
uncertain, as well as difagreeable, and as from what had paffed, it was very 
probable we might ftill be fubjedled to farther impofition ; I therefore 
fubmitted to him, whether he did not think our failing to Bajfora, the 
moft eligible route.” The Baron feemed greatly pleafed with the propofal, 
and adopted it without any hefitation. He was fo obliging as (till to infill 
on our acceptance of the two horfes, he had intended for our ule, and pro- 
pofed fending them with our baggage, and one of our fervants, in a 'Trankty 
to Bajfora % we were to follow in one of his armed Gallivats, This night’s 
converfation ended, in our making him moft hearty acknowledgments for 
the whole of his friendly and polite behaviour towards us •, and in his 
giving the ftrongeft aflTurances of the earneft defire he had of contributing 
to our eafe and fatisfaftion. 

The next morning a boat arrived from Bajfora, with a letter from Mr. 

Shaw, addrefled to Mr. Doidge : tlie following is an extract. “ 1 flattered 

“ myfelf that I fhould have had the fatisfaftion of your company, for a 
“ few days at leaft at Bajfora ; but from the doubtful manner in which you 
“ wrote laft, I know not whether I may now expeft that plcafure. I pre- 
“ fume your intentions may be to proceed over the Defert by the way of 
“ Grant-, which doubtlefs will be more expeditious, though in my humble 
“ opinion not fo fecure, as by the way of Baghdad. Befidcs, a Caravan is 
to fet out from this laft place in thirty-five or forty days, direflly over the 
“ Deftrt for Altppo. It is certain alfo, that the Dcftrt is not fife -’.r prefent 
“ without a Caravan or fome proper efcort, for yefterday I had advices from 
“ Baghdad, that an Englijh gentleman, one Barton, coming poft from Aleppo 
“ to this place with a few camels, was plundered fome days ago by the 
“ roving Arabs, who have of late in particular, greatly infefted the Defert 
“ and you muft have heard at Bombay, that one Captain Ivers, going hence 
“ to Altppo, in September laft, was in like manner plundered.” 

The tenor of this letter confirmed us ftill more in the refolution we 
had taken of proceeding by the way of Bajfora. So that on IVednefday the 
i9ih, we embarked our baggage, and the two horfes the had given 

G g us. 
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1758, \\% and fcnt" wUli them in the ^rankey^ Benjamin Jenkins^ who alfo carried an 
anlvvcr from his mader to Mr. Shawls letter. 

Tlie next day about three in.viAie afternoon,, we all went on board the 
Gallivalj commanded by Mynheer Binkey^ bound to Baffora. We were ac- 
companied down to the water fide by the Baron himfelf, Mynheers Bof- 
man^ Rohingfon^ Tiillie^ and J\!icholi^ who did not quit the fhore, till our 
veffel was at a confiderable diltance from the iOand. The wind was nearly 
north-v/eft when we firft put to fca, but in the evening it came to the fouth-. 
ward, and carried us along very plcafantly at the rate of about five or fix: 
miles an hour: But in the morning of the 21ft it began to blow hard,, 
and in the evening the gale increafed fo much, that we were forced out of 
the proper channel for Bajfora river. This obliged us to come to an anchor ;; 
we dropt two from the bow, yet the vcflcl drove ; we then let go a third 
from the ftarboard quarter, which brought her up, and we rode fafely till the 
next morning, when, to our great fatisladion, the wind abated, the Gallivat 
having frequently in the night ftriick the ground. About fix we weighed 
our anchors, and with a gale ftillfrom thelbuth, ftood into the mid-channel 
of the river, having on our left, the ifland, on which are the ruins of old 
Bajjora. Thefe ruins extend eight or ten miles. An almoft innumerable 
quantity of black, withered flumps of date trees, ftill remain, and reach 
for fome miles to the fouthward and northward of the ruined city. We 
paflTed this day very agreeably v for on both fides of the river quite up to 
are date and apricot trees, regularly planted,, and the foil yields 
one continued verdure, a fight as uncommon in this part of the world, as 
it is beaiuiiVil. From the fhrouds of our little veffel however, at a few 
miles diltance beyond this delightful feene, we could plainly difeover a fps- 
cimen of what we w'erc to expedl in our journey, over the dreary Defers 
of Arabia, 

In our pafiltgc up the river, we faw fcveral people croffing it in bafket- 
boats ; others on large bladders or (kins filled with air. The bafl<et-boats 
are of a circular form, generally from eight to fixteen feet in diameter. 
Their depth is about three feet, the bottoms flat, which, as well as their 
outfides, are covered w’ith a kind of pitch. They are very convenieijt, will 
carry a great number of paflbngers, and are as eafily pulhed through the 
mud when there is no depth of water, as over it when there is. The 

* Baron K?uphanfcn, fince our leaving Karec, has quitted the Dutch fervlce, and I am toM 
that the tSbcick of Bundarick is again in polfeilion of the ifland. Our fettlcinent at Gombrocn 
was taken from us by the French in the year 1759, and our affairs have not been profperous 
fince that event, if at all rcinilared in that part of the world. Is not then the ifle of Barec^ 
as well upon the account of it’s fjtuation for trade, as for it’s pearl-fifhery, an object worthy 
of our Fuji India company’s confideration ? Jt is about five miles in length, and tw'o in 
breadth, lies nearly in mid-channel between the Ferjinn and Arabian fhores, about feven 
leagues from each, and about 30 leagues from the mouth of BaJJbra river, where ail fbips bound 
to that place mull call for pilots. 
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largcft require only two men to manage them ; the other fort but one. 175!. 
The river in fbme places is a mile over ; in others much lefs. From it’s 
mouth quite up to Bajjforay is about a hundred Engli/h miles. 

A little before we reached the city, we paffed on our left, the French 
merchant fliip, mentioned in Mr. Shaw's firft letter ; and abreaft of the 
town, lay the Brijiol Frigate, with her jack, enlign, and pendant. At a 
little diftance from her, we had the pleafure to difeover our 'Trankey, 
in which were the horfes and baggage, Ihc had gotten up about an hour 
before us ; and at four o’clock in the afternoon, we happily came to an 
anchor olF the city of Bajfora, and falutcd the Captain Pe^a with eleven 
guns. 
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JDefcription (j/Baflbra atid the country adjacent. — Account of Mr. Barton’s Icing 
firjl plunder edy and afterwards humanely treated by the Arabs. — Monfieur 
Perdria, the French refident., and the officers of the Briftol Frigate, pay the 
author and his companions a vifit. — More occurrences at Baflbra. — We em- 
bark on board a yacht lent us by Mr. Shaw. — Paffage up the Euphrates to 
Coma, Cota, and Semava. — Infolent behaviour of the Chocarda. 

T H Ecity oi Baffiora, where we. arrived on the 22d oi April., lies in die 
latitude of 30" 3' north, and is fituated three miles on the well fide of 
iht Euphrates^ \n Aftatic Eurky : it is large, and populous, about 
12 miles in circumference, and contains between fixiy and levency rhoufand 
inhabitarrts. The houlesare all built of mud,, and bricks dried in the fun, 
as is the wall of the city, which is defended by turrets at proper dillances 
from each other. It was befieged by Ehamas Kuli Khan, but without fuc- 
cefs. The ftreets in general are very narrov.', and llink abominably, owing 
to their taking no care to carry off the dirt and filth, tho’ a creek very con- 
venient for that purpofe runs by the fide of tlie city. Much trade is earned 
on here, through a navigable canal which is cut into the river; there is a 
daily intercoiirfe with Baghdad by water, on the two great rivers, Euphrates 
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•1758. -ind The moft fightly edifice here, is 'the Caravanferab ; which is large, 

’ — , — covered in at the top, full of (hops with different kinds of merchandife, and 
at one of the ends is a good market, .well furnifhed with all forts of meat, 
except pork ; the mutton you buy here is excellent. Nothing can be ima- 
gined pleafanter than the face or the country juft round the city : large 
vineyards interfperfed with rofe'-trees, fields of corn fcattered up and down, 
and a view of the river at the fame time, form a picfturefque and delightful 
, landl'cape. 

In about two hours after our arrival, we waited upon Mr. Shaw, the Eaft 
'India company’s refident, who received us with the greateft politenefs and 
hofpitality, and provided lodgings for us under his own roof. We paifed 
the evening in company with Mr. Purnel, and three or four Italian mer- 
• chants. The beft method of travelling to Aleppo, was the principal fubje<ft 
of our converfation ; they were unanimous in advifing us to continue 
our journey by water to Baghdad, and then join the Caravan, which was to 
let off from that place. We accordingly adopted this fcheme, as being Icfs 
, hazardous and fatiguing than the route we had before propofed. Mr. Bar~ 
(on alio (the Englijh gentleman mentioned in Mr. Shaw’s l^tcr to have been 
plundered by the Arabs) joined the company, and gave us a very full and 
pleafing account of public affairs in Europe. 

This gentleman (Mr. Barton) had it feems a few years before, acquired 
: a handfome fortune in the Eaji Indies, with which he returned to England, 
fettled at fome diftance from London in the charafter of a country gentle- 
man, and ferved the office of high-lheriff for the county in which he lived. 
Being ncceflitated however to return to India to fettle fome affairs, he had 
the courage to fit out a fmall Folkjlone cutter, in which he aftually fet fail 
from England for the Ead Indies but before he had been many days at fea, (he 
was (luckily perhaps for himfclf and his little crew) taken by a. French 'pma- 
•teer, and carried into Vigo. From hence he got a paffage to Leghorn, taking his 
fon with him, who had alfo embarked in the fame dangerous enterprize for 
the EaJl Indies. At Leghorn they took fliip again, and got fafe to Scan- 
deroon. Here, he was fo impatient to get forward on his journey, that he 
would not wait for the Caravan, but let out for Aleppo, attended only by 
his fon, a country-fervant, and a few camels. His fpirit was too aftive 
to endure the flow march of thefe animals •, he therefore frequently made 
excurfions„on the road before them, but one day v.hile walking on foot 
and alone, he was attacked by a few Arabs, who robbed him of every thing 
he had about him. This obliged him to wait for the coming up of his 
little company, and with them he travelled on without any other accident 
to Aleppo. Here, he was in the fame hurry for proceeding on his journey, 
nor could the whole fadlory prevail upon him to wait only a fortnight or 
three weeks for the fetting out of a large Caravan for Baghdad and 
B^ora. 
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He accordingly began this lecond hazardous expedition with only two or 
three camels, and the fame country-fervant, leaving his fon behind at Aleppo, 
with orders to follow him, by the firft convenient opportunity. For a tew 
days, he and his man went on uninterrupted over the Defert,. At length five 
or fix hundred Arabs difeovered them ; but upon their coming nigh, Mr. 
Barton drew out a brace of piftols which he carried in his belt, and prefented 
them at the Arabs : aftonilhed at his ralhnefs, they made a Hand, but at 
the fame time ordered him to throw down his arms. His lervant alio per^ 
fuaded him to comply, but all in vain ; he ftill held his cocked pillols to- 
wards the Arabs, and with a determined look, and high-toned voice, de- 
clared he would kill fome of them, if they dared to approach any nearer. 
By degrees they furrounded him, and with a blow on the head he was brought 
to the ground, and his piftols taken from him : the Arabs now in their 
turn prefented thefe weapons to his breaft, and told him that he deferved to 
be put to death ; but they fatisfied themfelves with ftripping him quite 
naked, and leaving the fervant a jacket and breeches, but not a drop of 
water, or morfel of provifion for either. 



Mr. Barton, after the enemy rode off, accepted the breeches which his 
fervant offered to him, and they both fet out bare-footed (their camels alio 
having been taken from them) in the track for Baghdad. After having 
palfed two days and nights without meeting with any other fupport than the 
’Truffles of the Defert, that happened then to be jn feafon, and which they 
found in great plenty, they fortunately fell in with another tribe of Arabs, 
to whole Sheick they told their melancholy tale, and implored his alfiftance. 
The Shcick was touched with the relation of their diftrefs, and afforded them 
every help in his power-, his own wives miniftred unto them, anointed 
tlieir feet, brought them milk, and every other neceflary. As foon as 
they were fufficiently recovered to fet forward, the fon of the Sbeick efcorted 
them fo far, as to put them under the proteflion of another Sheick, by 
whom they were entertained in the like hofpitable manner, and difmiffed 
with other guards and paffports i nor did they want friends as long as their 
journey lafted, each tribe feeing them fafely lodged with it’s next neigh- 
bour, until they had delivered them into the hands of our countrymen at 
Baghdad. 


From that city, Mr. Barton was carried in the PaJIoa's galley down the 
Tygris to Coma, and from thence to Baffler a, where we met with him. He 
was at that time clothed like a poor Turk, without fhirt or ftockings 
his beard was grown to an uncommon length •, and he declared that he 
would indulge himfelf in few of the comforts, piuch lefs in the elegancies 
of life, till he arrived fafely at Calcutta, the place of his deftination. I 

This morning we were complimented with a vifit from Monfietir Perdria 
the French refident, Monfietir Rivage the captain of the Briftol Frigate, and 
two of his officers. Mr. Sbayo invited them to dine with us, and in the 

H h evening 
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evening we returned the compliment, and flipped with them at the country- 
houfe of Monf. Perdria^ where we were politely and elegantly entertained. 
Monf. Rivage and his officers were prefent, fo that we made up 26 in all, 
the greateft number of European gentlemen that were known to have been 
in Bajfora at one time. 

Monday, This was Mr. Shaw’s levee day j his room was full of 'Turkijh, Arabian, 
April 24. Armenian merchants. Moft of them were large-fized men, fine eyed, 
well proportioned, and of good complexions. Their principal defign in 
coming at this time, was to pay their compliments to us. Here alfo we had 
an opportunity of convcrfing with feveral Padrees or miffionaries, who are 
fettled in a convent at Bajfora, with a view to propagate the Chrijlian faith. 
A very odd fcheme ! fince they dare not attempt the converfion even 
of a fingle Muffulman. Thefe good men paid us feveral vifits afterwards, 
gave us many benedi£tions, and a letter of recommendation to the Roman 
nominal Bijhop of Babylon. 

After dinner Mr. Shaw carried us to fee a long-boat of his, which he 
had fitted up as a little yacht, and was fo obliging as to offer us the ufe 
of it to carry us as far as Hilla, in our way to Baghdad. We gladly accepted 
it, as being much more commodious than any of the country boats ; and 
Mr. Alms undertook to fit her for the voyage. We likewife hired a Sandal 
or boat for carrying our baggage and the two horfes we brought with 
us from Karec, to which Mr. Shaw now added a third, as a prefent to 
Mr. Doidge. Mr. Shaw alfo laid in a very large ftock of frefh provifions 
for our paffage up the river, and was fo generous as to infift, it fliould not 
be carried to account. 

To the fame gentleman we were alfo obliged for the following direftions, 
which we thought proper to make minutes of, as neceffary for our future 
conduft.— — ift. If, when we arrive zx. Aleppo, we ffiall want more money 
than we have credit for from India, Mr. Shaw gives us a letter of credit 
on his correfpondent at that place : If we fliall have occafion for lefs than 
two hundred pounds, then our bills are to be drawn in favour of Laurence 
Sullivan Efq; in England ; but if more than that fum, then on Samuel Hough 

Efq; at Bombay, in favour of Mr. Shaw or order. 2d. To take with us an 

inferior L'urktjh officer, called a Chocarda, who is to protedt us from all 
infult, and to carry with him orders to the feveral governors of thofe places 
we touch at, to fupply us with a fufficient number of men to track, or draw 
up our veffels againft the ftream, when the wind and current (hall be un- 
favourable for failing. We are only to hire fix men at BajJ'ora to track 
us up Ss far as Coma ; there we are to engage twelve, and fo on, till we 
arrive at Hilla. Every time w’e change our men, we are to give them from 
fix to eight Ahajfees, according to their behaviour. To the Chocarda, at the 
end of our paffage, and journey, we are to give feventy Crufe znd a coat. 
——3d. To carry with us two letters •, one addreflcd to Aly Aga, governor of 

Hafca, 
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Hafca-t whom we are to falute with an even number of guns, the more the ^75^ 

better, and then fend the Chocarda, with our linguift and one of our own ' v“ 

fervants to him, with our compliments and the letter, defil ing to be honoured 
with his comands for Baghdad, This will probably induce him to fend us 
an invitation to come alhore, which we are by no means to refufe, but to 
wait upon him either at dinner or fupper, as he fhall appoint. We nuift 
particularly remember to go in flippers, and be very careful not to thruft 
our legs and feet out, but contrive (after the Ttirkijh manner) to fit with 

•them acrofs. Should he prefent any one of us with a veil, we are then to 

give the fervant who ftiall put it on, lixty Crufe, making at tlie fame 
time a proper apology for his trouble, but to take care not to )givc 
the money till the moment of our departure. If no veil be prefenred, 
then we are to diftribute ten or twelve Crufe among the governor’s 
fervants. The other letter mull be addrefled to Choudar Aga^ governor of 
Hilla, whom we are to falute with three guns, and then fend the letter by 
our Chocarda and linguift with our compliments, as before to Aly Aga. Here 
we are to be furnilhed with horfes, camels, mules, and afles to carry us and 
our baggage to Baghdad^ paying for,each horfe ten Crufe, for each camel five, 
and for each mule or afs two and an half. Should the governor make us a 
compliment of paying for thefe animals himfelf, we are then to make a 
prefent of half, or fomething more than half of their value, to his fervant. 

4th. We are alfo to carry a letter addreflTed to Mr. Carden at Baghdad, 

which we are to difpatch to that gentleman from Hilla •, taking care that our 
ftay at this laft place be as fliort as poflible, left the fhew of our baggage 
might tempt the Arabs to endeavour to intercept us. — — 5th. Should we be fo 
unfortunate as not to meet with Mr. Garden at Baghdad, we are then to 
apply to Cojee Raphael, an Armenian, who does Mr. Shaw's bufinefs there, 
and he will take care to provide us with camels, (3c. and will bargain for 
their hire to Aleppo •, which ufually is from fifteen to twenty Piajlrcs Rtime 
of eight, five Marmoodas Baghdad currency; or of a loaded camel. The 
hire of a camel to ride on, is little more than half the price of a loaded one. 
our fervants have a cuftomary right to mount the camels which carry pro- 

vifions, without our paying any thing extra upon that account. 6th. If 

we meet with Mr. Carden at Baghdad, he is beft able to inform us of the price 

of a hired horfe to ride on to Aleppo. 7th. To remember to purchafe at 

Baghdad, two Cradles * for a camel, which will be very ufeful, fhould any 

of us be fick. 8th. Mr. Shaw will give us a letter of credit on Mr. 

Garden or Cojee Raphael (as Mr. Hough of Bombay did before on Mr. Shaw) 
for what monies we fhall want. If we fhould not have occafion for the 
whole of what we leave with Mr. Shaw, or rather, for what we have given 
our draughts on Mr. Hough ; in that cafe, he provides us with credit upon 

Miner-Rigo, by means of Mr. Drummond at Aleppo. 9th. We are now and 

then to entertain with coffee the man who provides us with camels, and the 

• Thefe are not much unlike our common cradles for children ; a pair of them are hung on 
a, camel’s back in the fame manner as panniers on horfes in England. 

H h 2 principal 
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1758. principal conduftor of the Caravan, loth. The moft likely places for 

our baggage to be examined by the officers of the Turkijh cuftoms, are 

Hilla and Baghdad. nth. In cafe the Caravan fhould unluckily befet out 

before we arrive at Baghdad^ Mr. Shaw furnilhes us with a letter to Ccjee 
Raphael to defire him to apply to the Pajha for an efcort •, and left that 
Ihould fail, we are alfo promifed a letter from the governor of Bajfora 

to the Pajha on the fame fubjeft. 12th. When we fhall arrive within two 

days journey of Aleppo, we are to fend a letter to Mr. Drummond the Britijh 
confuJ there, and acquaint him with the number of our party. This is 
ciiftomary, as he generally makes a point to meet his countrymen at fome 

little diftance from the city. 13th. Francifco, a fervant hired at Bajfora, 

and who fpeaks French, is to have fifty Piajires at Aleppo, and a fuit of 

clothes, if he behaves well. 14th. Vertan, our fecond fervant, is to have 

fifty Piajires at Baghdad, and a fuit of clothes at Aleppo, provided he ffiall 
have deferved it : he is to have a camel’s hire for his expences in returning 
to Bajfora, but if Mr. Barton's fon Ihall engage him, then the camel hire is 
aot to be paid. 


ACCOUNT of COINS. 


One Toman is 
A Perftan Rupee is 
A Venetian Sequin is 
A Bombay Rupee is 
One Marmooda is 
One Denim is 
One Crufe Bajfora \s 
One Crufe Rume is, 

One Piaftre is, — 


of Bajfora currency, 
5 of Baghdad ditto, 
4 of Aleppo ditto. 


One Abaflee is — — 

One Nadercee is — — 

One Fenduke is, of Bajfora currency. 
One ditto is, of Aleppo currency, — 
One Zirmaboob is, of Bajfora currency. 
One ditto is, of Baghdad currency, 



Marmoodas. 

Fluce. 

— 

100 

— 

0 

— 

5 

— 

50 

— 

28 

— 

0 

— 

5 

— 

60 

— 

0 

— 

100 

— 

0 

— 

10 

— 

4 

— 

50. 

— 

7 

— 

10 

— 

8 

— 

50 

— 

6 

— 

0 

— 

2 

— 

20 

— 

3 

— 

30 

— 

27 

— 

0 

— 

22 

— 

50 

— 

19 


75 


24 

— 

0 


A^ril zj. To-day we were chiefly employed in fending our baggage on board, 
and in taking leave of the reverend miffionaries, and feveral European mer- 
chants. 


April 26. This afternoon, the French reBditnx. yionC Perdria, accompanied with 
the officers of the Frigate, came to take their leave. of us, which obliged us to 
make them another vifit, and with much difficulty we got ourfelves excufedt: 
from flipping with them.. 


After 
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After breakfafting with French refident at his country houfe, and tak- 1758 
ing leave of the Funch gentlemen, who were fo complaifain as to attend us ^ 
down to the water’s edge, we went on board the yacht. About 8 o’clock, ^ 

we began to track up the Euphrates., accompanied by Meffrs. ^haw and Purnel, 
who were fo polite as to infill on going a few miles with us. They left us 
about noon, after our exchanging mutual good willies and compliments. 

Monf. Hemet of French extradlion, but for many years employed as inter- 
preter to the Englijh factory at Jfpahan, and now ruined in his circumllances 
by the civil wars carried on in Perjia., joined us at Bajfora, on his way to 
Baghdad, where his family refided -, and he propofed carrying them from 
thence to Venice, his wife’s native place. 

We found it extremely pleafiint on the river, and were fo lucky as to April z 
have a brilk foutherly wind. At fix in the morning, we palTed by the 
ruins of an old village ; and a little afterwards faw a tomb on the Arabian 
fhore. At feven, we were obliged to anchor, in order to wait for the coming 
up of our luggage-boat. At half pall feven weighed again, and difeovered 
a fmall Arab camp, in which were many flieep. The defert came up clofe 
to the river on the left-hand fide. About ten, we pa/Ted by the tomb 
of Meti Sahah Zemaun, who we were told was the Ton of Mahomet. He 
had been dead 1 1 70 years, and according to the tradition of the country, 
was to appear again in a very fhort time, when he would mount on tiie 
b.ick of an untamed mule in the forefl, ride over the face of the whole 
earth, and be its fovereign : the tomb Hands on the Arabian lliore. 

At twelve, we palTecl by another tomb on the fame fide, railed to the 
memory of Aly Eben Ilajjein, a nephew of A!y the renowned. 

Between five and fix in the afternoon, we reached the village of Coma Oo 9 .r. 
or ^orne ■, near which place refides the chief of the Janizaries of this 
province. Coma lies betwixt the two rivers Eygris and Euphrates. By 
tht defire of our Chocarda, we faluted the Sheick of the place; three 
guns only were intended, but our Lafcar gunner, willing to give more, 
primed the fourth, and fired it. At eight in the evening we left Coma. 

Had cloudy weather with lightning to the fouthward. At half part twelve 
at night, we were obliged to come to an anchor : the weather Iqually, the 
wind S. S. W. and a llrong tide fetting to the N. E. We failed thele laft 
24 hours, about 75 miles. 

At two o’clock in the morning we made fail again, the weather becoming April 3 
fair ; at five handed the fails, and fent the Trackers on Ihore. The river is 
here about five hundred yards broad. Both fhores are very plcafant, particu- 
larly that on our left, where is a great deal of ripe corn, which the people arc 
now gathering in : on the other fide large numbers of cattle are grazing. Geo- 
graphers conjeflure the country around here to have been the feat of the gar- 
den of Eden ; for no other reafon probably but becaufe it is pleaftnt, and 
lies between the Tygris and Euphrates. We obferved a company of above 60 

Pelicans, 
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Pelicans, fwimming majeftically along the river; Mr. ^ms fifed a ball 
among them, of which they took but little notice : we were then going 
to difcharge one of the fmall cannon loaded with flogs, but onx Chocarda 
telling us it would be a fin, we defifted. At eight o’clock we pafled 
by two Arab villages,* and foon afterwards a large camp of Arabs. At twelve 
at noon, the latitude by obfervation was 31° 00' north. At three we came 
to an anchor abreaft of Monfuret^ an Arab village, in order to change our 
“Trackers. 

Our Chocarda and we have not well agreed to day. We fufpefl that he 
intends to impofe on us, flatting difficulties only to make a merit of getting 
,us out of them again. He wanted us to falute the Sbeick of this village, 
which we would not comply with ; this offended him, and he talks of 
taking himfelf on board the luggage-boat. We appear indifferent about it, 
as we know he will never leave the good wines and other liquors ^hich he 
finds with us, and which he feems fo much to like, merely for indulging a 
petulant humour. At fix o’clock, finding our Chocarda had not fucceeded 
in getting a new fet of Trackers, we weighed and flood over to the village, 
where we found him in high difpute. The chief of the hamlet happen- 
ing to be abfent, an old man who called himfelf Sbeick for the time 
prefent, offered to fupply our officer with men, but infifted on being 
paid for them before-hand ; on this head, the difpute arofe. We 
thought it beft to accommodate matters, by ordering the payment of the 
money, and eight Marmoodas were accordingly dcpofued : no fooner how- 
ever was the money paid, than new difficulties arofe from another, a younger 
perfon, who infifted that he was the chief, and not the man who had 
received the Marmoodas-, and while om Chocarda was contefting it with this 
new pretender, the firft endeavoured to make his efcape. Our officer twice 
.took hold of him, and at length, by violence forced him on board the 
yacht : on this, the young fellows of the village fcreamed out Allah, and 
.multitudes ran towards the veflcl, demanding the prifoner, who after fome 
altercation was delivered up to them. In about three quarters of an hour 
after his enlargement, they brought down twelve Trackers, who fecmed to 
come on board with great relu6lance. Their chief, upon delivering them, 
had a bottle of fpirits and one Piaftre given him as a prefent, and he was to 
recover the Marmoodas from the other perfon in the beft manner he could. 

From this inftance it plainly appears, what little regard is paid to the 
Turks, by thefe wild, unruly Arabs ; for notwithftanding we had obtained 
an order from the governor of Bajfora to the chiefs of the villages to fupply 
us with twelve men from ftage to ftage, they trifled with us here for above 
two hours, and it was by mere dint of bribing that a frefh fet of men could 
be had. I cannot but obferve too upon this occafion, that no kind of pay- 
ment ought to have been demanded from us ; for as thefe Trackers have a 
certain lum allowed them from the Turkijh government, whatever we paid 
jhem befides, was a mere impofition. 

I 


At 
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At eight in the evening we crofled the river with our new ^ rackers, hav- 
ing firft filled their bellies with mutton and rice, in hopes of getting them 
into good humour. We fent fix alhore firft, agreeable to cuftom ; they 
tracked about three quarters of an hour, when our luggage boat coming 
near with the Cbocarda, the others that remained on board told us, that fix 
would not be fufficient to draw the veflel at night, ss the wind then blew 
frefh, and offered to go alhore and aifift their companions. When they 
found that we would not confent to this propofal, they took an opportunity 
of jumping into the Savdal, and from her to the fliore, and there joined 
their comrades : they all diredly ran off, leaving us to take care of our- 
felves. On this we hauled into the middle of the ftream, and anchored, 
got our guns loaded with grape-fliot, and our fmall arms ready, to prevent 
being furprized by the Arabs, for from their late extraordinary -behaviour we 
knew not what to think. At ten we called to Mr. Hemet, who with 
the Chocarda, flept in the luggage-boat •, we propofed to him, as the wind 
was foul, to bear back again for Coma, and there take in men for the next 
ftage. He feemed to think that it would be lofing both time and way, and 
gave as his opinion that it would be more eligible to continue where we were, 
be upon our guard, and wait for a fair wintl to carry us to the next town j 
adding, that the Chocarda was of opinion the men would return again in the 
morning. We alked whether he approved of our firing a mulkct over any 
boat that might approach us in the night ? The Chocarda anfwered, “ Tes, 
if you fire into the boat and kill any of them, I will be anfwerable for the con- 
fequencesA We refolved however not to proceed to fuch extremities, unlefs 
we apprehended our lives to be in danger. No difturbance whatever hap- 
pened during the remainder of the night. Sailed this day 34 miles. 



About five this morning, oxsx Trackers returned to us. They alfured us, and April 3 
we had reafon to believe them, that they ran away by the foie direction of our 
Chocarda, but cannot get at the whole truth of the affair. We got under 
way immediately, as did our luggage-boat : we ftill fee great numbers of 
cattle grazing on each fide of the river, and alfo obferved a boy crofting it 
on the backs of Buffaloes, He fliifted himfclf from the back of one of thefe 
bcafts, to another, with great dexterity, as often as he found it necef- 
fary for the order and better conduding of his herd. This extraordi- 
nary feat of adivity, put me in mind of that paffage in the fifteenth book 
of Homer's Iliad, where a man is reprefented as managing four horfes at 
once, and leaping from the back of one to another at full ipeed *. 


* So when a horfeman from the watry mead 
(Skill’d in tlve manage of the bounding fteed) 
Drives four fair courfers, pradis’d to obey, 

To fonie great city thro’ the public way ; 

Safe in his art, as fide by lide they run. 

He fhifts his feat, and vaults from one to one 3 
And now to this, and now to that he flies ; 
Admiring; numbers follow with their eyes. 

PorE^ 


Ycfterday, 
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^ 75^* Ycfterday, as well as to-day, we pafled by feveral Jrah towns, and fome large 

* tombs. We fee from time to time ducks and paddy-birds : every morning the 

lark fings moft delightfully. At noon our latitude by obfcrvation was 30** 58' 
north. We have now no longer any tide of flood to help us, but a conflant 
ftream running down. At half after two in the afternoon, we pafiTed by a 
"■Ttirhjh galley, in which was the brother of Aly Aga^ governor of Hafca \ this 
gentleman fainted us with one gun, which we returned under jack, enfign, 
and pendant : he fecmed to have a large train of attendants with him. At 
MoncH.'ii - three we came abrcaft of a village on the left-hand fliore, called Moochalhan ; 

and (bon afterwards faw ten or twelve wild hogs at a little diftance from the 
river. Meflieurs Doidge and Pigot went afliore in hopes of killing one, 
but they were difappointed by the hogs running into the rufhes. On the 
rio;ht-hand fide we faw alfo eight or ten turtle, which would not fufFcr us 
t ) come near them, but dipt away into the water. After eight o’clock 
this morning, no corn was to be feen on the right-hand fide of the river ; 
and fince twelve, none on the left : the whole is pafture land. The oxen 
and buffaloes here are large, and all the fheep have broad flat tails, with 
fpiral endings. 

The Trackers of the yacht have worked briflcly to-day, we encouraged 
them by good feeding •, they had rice and Gee in the morning, and the 
remnants of our meat at dinner, which they greedily devoured, firft tear- 
ing it in pieces like fo many Jackalls. We pleafed them much by telling 
them, that we would give them good pay, and pay them ourfelves, and 
not leave the Chocarda to do it for us. At half part five this afternoon we 
made our little yacht faft to the bank, and waited for the SandaU which 
was far aftern. We then took a walk on the left-hand fliore, and found 
the banks of the river very pleafant : that part of the land over which 
the water had lately flowed, is hoary, and incrulled with falt-petre. The 
Arabs cut fluices, and occafionally let in the water of the river *, and to this 
is owing the verdure which extends for about a mile from it’s banks, and 
which terminates in the Dcfert *. We ftill faw cattle in great numbers. 
Mr. Alms fliot a crow, whofe body was all white, the feathers of the thighs, 
black and white, the greateft part of the wings black : thefe birds are faid 
to live 300 years. Several Pelicans unconcernedly fwam by us with the 
ftream, and unmolefted on our parts, for we begin to think it a pity to 
kill fo fine, To unfufpicious, and (lately a bird. 

While we lay here, a fmall difpute arofe among our Arabs. A Chocarda^ 
palfmg by in a fmall boat from Baghdad to Bajfora., took upon him to ex- 
change four of his Trackers for four of ours •, the reafon he alTigned for it 
was, becaufe by this means both fets would be at their homes the fooner, 

* This pradice of letting in the water of the river Euphrates to cultivate and enrich the ad- 
jacent country, is very ancient, being taken notice of by Lucan in the third book of his Fbar-^ 
^alta. 

— ... fparfus in ap^ros 

Ter tilts Euphrates Fharia *vice fungi tur unda. 


and 
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and lie engaged that each fhould have the fame pay as the other. This 
excufe however did not fatisfy the remaining Arahs^ who role tumultuoufly, 
and infifted on our refeuing their companions. We were obliged theredbre 
with arms to purfue the Chocarda'% boat ; who immediately on dillovering 
that we were Frengees, or Franks., that is Europeans., difmificd our people, 
took his own again, and proceeded on very quietly. 

We took the opportunity of waiting for the coming up of the Sandal, to 
present our Trackers with two or three (linking Sabie-fijh. They indantly 
made a fire, and broiled them upon the coals ; as foon as this was done, 
they feparated themfelves, and divided the fifii into two dittinrt lots ; each 
party appointed a direftor, and he, after having made the fevcral portions 
as equal as paflible, ordered every man to take his fliare. When they had eaten 
as much as they could, and drank plentifully of the water of the Euphrates, 
they all feated themfelves on the ground in a circle, and joyouQy began to 
clap their hands and fing. Prefently, one of them got up and danced for 
awhile, then defired the favour of us to lend him a drawn fword, and hav- 
ing obtained one, he danced again, and dextroudy flouriflied it, whilft the 
others clapped and fung. A fecond now joined him, with another I'word, 
and both together difplayed their ablivity and addrefs. Tlie entertainment 
at length ended with a dance of fix, which was not much unlike our Eng- 
lip hayes. We appeared, as we really were, pleafed with their mirth. 
When all was over, they drew nigh to us, kifled our fleeves, and aflccd 
for a Buxk, or prefent : we tendered them a dram, which they rejefteil 
w'ith vifible contempt j we then gave a Rupee among them, with which 
they were much pleafed, and very thankful. We took tl)is opportunity to 
hint to them, that as we were fuch good mailers, and had given them lb 
much vidloals and money too, we expelled that they would work well, and 
jdeferve our future favour, which they promifed very readily. 

A little before eight this evening, the luggage-boat joined us, and 
our Checarda and Mr. Hemet defired us, that for the next two or three 
days, we would keep nearer to them, becaufe they looked upon this as 
the moll dangerous part of the whole country ; adding, that an hour or two 
before, they had been vifited by about twenty armed Arabs, who tho’ they 
made no hoftile attempt, yet had a very fufpicious appearance. On this 
intelligence we refolvcd that the luggagc-b>oat fhould keep a head, and that 
we would follow her clofely, keeping always a ftridl guard, with our fwivel 
guns loaded, matches lighted, fmall arms at hand, and in order ; a regular 
third watch was ordered alfo to be kept. MelTieurs Alms, Doidge, and Pyt 
were appointed commanding officers : Mr. Piget, Jenkins, MAntoJh, and 
other fervafits, to watch ; I am excufed on account of my being indifpofed. 
We underftood from Mr, Hemet, who fpake with the Chocarda before-men- 
tioned, paflm^ from Baghdad to BaJJora, that the Caravan would not fet 
out from the firlt of thefe places for Alepp ’till the tenth day of the Ra^ 

I i mazan 
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mazan (with us the twentieth of May) fo that we flatter ourfelves we (hall 
arrive at Baghdad in good time. We advanced about thirty five miles to* 
day. About 1 1 at night we paifed by two rivers on the right. 

At one this morning we got to a town on the left fliore, caWtA Nawafiee. 
The officer of the watch hailed the Sandal, intending to defirc the Chocarda 
to go afhore ; but was anfwered, that he was afleep, and would not be dif- 
turbed till the morning: we had reafon to think he was drunk. AJittle 
before four we feijt our people on fhore to track. We wanted two of the 
twelve men belonging to the yacht to go and affift in tracking the luggage- 
boat, whofe flow motion greatly retarded our progrefs •, but they would not 
comply, faying they were hired for our vefTel only. About eight we came 
abreaft of another large town on the left hand (it’s real name 1 have for- 
gotten). Here fo great a number of men and boys, and even women, were 
collefted to look at us, that they became quite troublefome. Among them, 
we obferved fome of the men armed with fwords •, and as the wind and 
ftream were both againfl: us, and confequently could pafs but flowly by, 
we thought it neceffary to make as great a Ihew as polfible of our arms, to 
prevent any infult ; however, none was offered to us j on the contrary, fome 
of the chief of the Arab inhabitants of the place, thinking we might be 
offended at fuch a concourfe of people, who could eafily have jumped into 
the veffcl, took upon them to difperfe the multitude. What feemed chiefly 
to attrad the eyes of the Arabs, and furprize tliem moft, was the form of 
the yacht, the manner of rigging her, and above all, the carved work of a. 
horfc’s head on the ftem, and the reprefentation of human figures on the 
ftern *. 

The country hitherto has been fo level, that our officers have not wanted 
an horizon, for their obfervations at noon with Hadky'% quadrant. Com 
fields are now not fo frequently met with as formerly. The corn in general 
was ripe and much of it gathered in, but there was ftill fome on the ground, 
green and young in the ear. Wc paffed many villages on each fide of the 
river, but the greateft number are on the left. All the houfes are built of 
reeds, and covered with mats, and moft of them are in the form of tilted 
waggons. The complexion of the Arabs in general is pale ; children and 
fuch as do not work in the fun, are remarkably fo, but the Trackers are 
of a deep copper colour, approaching nearly to black. 

We had a farther trial of our patience this morning, having been greatly 
perplexed with- additional demands from the Trackers, concerning provifions j 
they infifting that we Ihould ftop and buy fome cakes, which they ejepeft 
to be fupplied ^ith at leaft twice a day, befides their ufual allowance of rice 

• Thefe were extraordinary fights, as all fuch images are forbidden by the Turb, left ido- 
latry ftiould fprout from them. 

and 
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and Ghee. We had reafon to fufpeft our drunken Chocnrda at the bottom • 7 ' 
of this difturbance, for notwithftanding his folemn looks and higa founding 
voice, and all that pompous grimace under the Chocarda cap (which is at 
leaft a foot and an half in height) I obferved him in the morning very fami- 
liar with our Trackers. While we were vexing ourfelves at the unnecelFary 
delay which this new demand of cakes had occafioned, he lay baflcing 
in the fun, upon the Ihore, and had many fellows about him, who 
cbampooed., or Itretched his joints, picked from his head and the collar 
of the coat his vermin, and at the fame time entertained him with one of their 
chorus fongs. The fellow appeared much delighted, and in a very parti- 
cular manner expreffed his thanks, by putting his arm round the necks of 
the youngeft, and kifling them : this mark ot his gratitude however was re- 
jefted by fome of the Arabs., who flung themfelvcs from him, with a look 
of ineffable contempt. There was but little difference here, in the drefs of 
the women and men, except that the firft had no Turbans., but a fort of 
handkerchief, or veil, over their heads and faces. I'hey had alfo rings in their 
ears and nofes, and bracelets on their wrifts ; but their outer garment is 
like the men’s, a Camaline of black and white, like thofe we ourfelves now 
wear, and which we provided ourfelves with at Gombroon.^ when we intended 
to go to Ba£ora in a Trankey^ difguifed as Arabs. 

We palfed feveral very ftately tombs ; but faw no other birds to-day 
but gulls. Now and then we obferved a few date trees, but they have 
been rare fince we got into the Euphrates. 

We now begin to think that our Chocarda is in reality, rather a hindrance 
than of ufe to us, and almoft wifh we had come without him, and 
refolve to treat him more cavalierly than heretofore, and not fo implicitly 
to yield to his commands. The night before laft we put on board the 
Sandal^ a bottle of claret, and another of fhrub for the ufe of Mr. Hemet., lefl 
we fhould be feparated from him again, as we were yefferday at dinner time. 

We are now told, that the T urk, though he had before taken a chearful glafs 
with us, the very fame evening drank a pint of the claret off at a draught, 
and finilhed the bottle the next morning. He makes it a rule to call for 
punch every quarter of an hour, befides drams at intervals. Coffee (the 
T urks common regale) he often refufes, and has forbidden its being gotten 
for him; he fays, that he likes punch better, but prefers claret (of ten (hillings 
a bottle) above all other liquors. We fhall however mortify him in this 

E artiepiar, and for the future drink no wine at dinner, when he happens to 
e'wlth us. 

At four this afternoon, we paffed a fmall river on the left-hand fhore ; as 
we had before feveral on the right ; this we can trace with the eye above a 
mile into the Defer t. Between feven and eight, we got to CotUy a village Cot a 
on the left fide of the river, a few houfes of which are built with Hone, 

J i 2 which 
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which wc did not obferve before in any other village fituated on the bank 
of this river j a mud-wall furrounds it. We feluted the chief with one 
gun. 


At half pafl: ten, we changed our Trackers. Thofe we now difcharged^ 
entertained us with a fong at parting, and gave an excellent charaftcr of us 
to their fucceflbrs they went lb far as to tell us, that Ihould we not be 
able to get new men here, they would track us up to Hilla. We per- 
formed our promife to them, as to paying them their wages ourfelves, 
and behaved very coldly to our Chocarda. On this account Mr. Hemet 
vifited us, and earncftly recommended, that we Ihould not carry matters 
to extremities with this man, expreffing his fear that if we did, his villainy 
might prompt him to carry on intrigues with the Arabs to our prejudice ; 
he propofed that, on the contrary, we Ihould put twenty rupees into his 
hands, and defire that with them he would procure provifions for himfelf 
and fervant, and purchafe of the villagers what might be wanting for the 
Trackers : he was perfuaded that the Chocarda would cheat us of our money, 
but that he looked on as the leaft of the evils we had to apprehend but 
obferved, if at our arrival at Hafca, we Ihould ftill have reafon to be dif- 
pleafed, there would be the fitted place to difmifs and difgrace him, ac- 
quainting the governor Aly Aga of his behaviour. Sorely againft our will, 
we acquiefced in the propofal, and at his reqneft delivered into his hands for 
th.c Chocarda's ufe a bottle of ftrong liquor, with which he got drunk before 
eleven o’clock the fame night. — Advanced the laft twenty-four hours, about 
thirty-two miles. Courfe was chiefly north-weflc. 


May 2. Yefterday we were greatly perplexed with flies, but now with Mufehetos •, 
the air during the night, was rather cold. At three this morning we pafTed 
a large lake on the left, and at four, another, with great difficulty to our 
Trackers fpoke then with a boat from Baghdad, Hojajhee mafter, who told 
us he was difpatched by Mr. Garden with letters for Mr. Siaw at Bajforay 
and that we fhould be early enough for the Caravan. At fix we an- 
AttsjiA. choree! abreaft of the village ; we faluted the with one gun, 

difeharged our Trackers and got others. — At nine we weighed, and began 
to track again. Mr. Pye and myfelf, while we were off Arsjia, took a little 
walk on Ihore j that place, like almoft all the other Arab villages we had 
yet feen, is chiefly compofed of very pitiful reed and mat-houfcs, encom- 
paffed with a mud-wall and battlements, with a view to its being defended 
with lances, and matchlock mulketry (the principal arms of the Arabs') 
againft their rebel countrymen in the Defect, who are commonly called the 
wild Arabs.. Almoft all the Arabs who have not fwords, carry in their 
hands a hooked ftick about two feet long. They here wear their beards 
to a full length, trimming them to a point below the chin : the young 
people have their hair long on the forehead, but behind they arc commonly 
fhaved. 


In 
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In our walk wc faw fix or eight loaded camels going into Jrsjia. Wc 175I; 
now loft fight of corn fields ; the banks and country near the river, being 
covered with a ftrong feented thorny Ihrub, having a ferrated leaf, fmaller, but 
in make like that of the Gum- Arabic. Two or three pelicans went down 
the river, and about three in the afternoon, many partridges fprung from out 
of the Ihrubs. We were prefented by a poor Arab with a mullet, weigh- 
ing two pounds, which he ftruck with his fpear; and laft night we had 
fome cucumbers and milk given to us j we returned thanks for each, in a two- 
marmooda piece. 

We killed this afternoon, what we were told, was a venomous water- 
fnake, two feet and a half in length, that had gotten up the veffers rudder, 
and was making its way into the cabbin. At five Meflrs. Alms and Pigot 
went on fhore with their fufils, in hopes of Ihooting partridges, which are 
here in great plenty i they faw many, but had no fuccefs, and returned with 
only three doves. 

Moft of the road to-day has been very difficult for our Trackers. Wind, 
current, and rippling waves againft us. A boat pafled us this afternoon, 
three days from Hilla, loaded with provifions. We now hear every night 
a hideous howling of Jackalls, and our Trackers are very fearful of meeting 
with lyons. At noon our latitude by obfervation was 31® 4' north, 
which being but fix miles more than we made on Sunday laft, fliews that 
our courfe has been chiefly weft. Got this day thirty-four miles. 

We pafled this laft night very difagreeably. Our rafeal of a Chocarda 
was the occafion without afligning the Icaft reafon for it, he about eight 
in the evening, put the luggage-boat on fhore, and infifted that we fliould 
do the fame with the yacht ; bm his words had no influence on us ; on the 
contrary we got at a proper diftance into the ftream, where we could both 
fee, and oppofe an enemy. This fellow, who was either much frightened 
htmfelf, ox willing to frighten us, expatiated largely on the danger we were 
now in from the wild Arabs., and urged the necefiity of our keeping clofe 
to him: the very reafons he affigned for our doing it, induced us to get 
farther from the Ihore, whofe bank in this place, was much higher than our 
vcflcl, and almoft hung over our heads. We learned afterwards from Mr. 

Hemet (who was ib unhappy as to be with him all night) that upon our get- 
ting into the ftream, be grew enraged, whifpered the Trackers, and gave titem 
their cue to alarm us : they hailed us from the fhore, and told us, if we did 
not immediately draw nigh to them, they would run away. We made no 
reply, nor any change inotir condufl. Soon after, they fet up a hideous’ noife, 
fometimes in the howl of the Jackaily fometimes like a dog, and every now 
and then called to us in a threatening manner. Gur Chocarda finding that 
all his fohemes bad no manner of effeift upon us, ordered l.is Arabs to dance 
and fing arovtnd their fire •, and for the whok of their obedient behaviour. 




Grayhim. 


I 246 ] 

he diftributcd among them tvio Jhajfees^ telling them they were good bovs, . 
and that he expeded the fame fubmiflion to his future commands, as' 
had Ihewn that evening. He dropt alfo feme threaterting expreflions to Mr. 
Hemet, as ^^that having refufed to obey bis directions, we jhonldprijh” He iosci- 
ed his mulketand piftol, and^at'half paft eight, fired thefirft, and at ten me 
laft, both with ball, pointed towards us^ but not fe diredlly, as ifdefigncd to 
hit us. Mr. Hemet oblerved, that feon after he whifpered again to the Arabs, 
when feven or eight of them left the veflel and got alhore •, prefently they 
returned on board in a diforderly hafte, and fe disfigured, as greatly to 
alarm him : the villains view, no doubt, was fofar to intimidate Mr. Hemet, 
•that we through him might be prevailed upon to fubmit ourfelves implicitly 
to his orders. The good old man indeed did hail us fcveral times, and told 
•us, the fcoundrei’s condufl: was fuch, that he really was in fear ot his life, 
and that he could not help fufpefting, he was meditating feme mii'chiev- 
ous deOgn againft us. About a quarter after ten he once more got 
under fail, pafied to the other fide of the river and began to track : 
we did the fame. At one in the morning, he laid the luggage-boat afhore 
again, for no reafon that we could think of, unlefs to give us a frelh 
proof of his infolence and endeavour for the maftery. We determined with 
one confent to purfue our plan, and by no means to fubmit ourfelves to 
his folly and obftinacy. We formed among ourfelves various fchemes for 
punifliing him for his infolence ; but on this head came to no final deter- 
mination, having heard too much of the revengeful ways of thefe people, 
to refolve precipitately. However, as we, carry a letter of recommendation 
from Mr. Shaw to Aly Aga, governor of Hafca-, we fhall talk to him, on 
the Chocarda’s behaviour, and probably prevail on him to hinder his going 
any farther with us. 

At nine this morning we paffed by a large river on the right hand ; which 
communicates with the Tygris, and has a large place ftanding near it called 
Grayhim, The weather cloudy; wind N. N. E. and blew frelh, fe that our 
Trackers had very hard work. At three in the afternoon, the Sandal Hopped, 
and the Chocarda’s Arabs were very adlive in fecuring our veffel to a ftake, 
near his. We called out in a peremptory tone to call off our rope imme- 
diately; they obeyed us, and we anchored off in the ftream, fe as to com- 
mand either Ihore. We had prefently an alarm from the Chocarda, of Arabs 
being near us; but not difeovering any from our poop, or maft-head, we were 
very tranquil. In the fpace of half an hour, the luggage-boat tracked again; 
we did the fame, and feon joined her ; then our Chocarda hailed us in a more 
complaifant manner than of late, and told us to be under no alarm, that no- 
thing Ihould hurt us ; we gave him for anfwer, that we were perfedlly eafy in 
refpeft to all the world, but himfelf ; that we were prepared to refift a 
thoufand Arabs or more ; but that our peace had been fomewhat difturbed 
by his irregular condud : we allured him that we would be our own mafters, 
and, if we thought fit to go ahead, to be aftern, near the Ihore, or in 
the middle of the ftream, we Ihould guide ourfelves in conformity to our 
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own opinion, whether it fliould pleafe or difplcafe him; that therefore, if > 758 . 
he chofe to be on good terms with us, it was neceflary he fliould reconcile 
liimfelf to our refofljjtion. He. made a civil reply, and came into our yacht. 

We recapitulated tl« particulars of his ill behaviour, and plainly told him, 
that a continuance of it, could not end to his advantage, either in refpeft 
to his matter at Bajfora, the Bajha of Baghdad or ourfelves. He now 
laid afide his haughtinefs, and faid, he was lorry for what had paflied, and 
promifed a better look-out for the future. We finifhed our Icfture by 
advifing him to drink coffee and water cftfy', gave him a difh of the firfl, 
and refolved he fliould have from us nothing elfe. 

No villages, corn fields or patture land ; nothing but wild flirubs on the 
banks of the river, and the Deferl is at a quarter of a miledittance. Numbers 
of partridges and pidgeons ftill. We this day were very bufy in making 
bounces to give a grand falute to Aly Aga ; and, as they may be ufcful to 
us againtt an enemy in the room of hand-grenades, we propofed to prepare 
a number of them, loaded with flugs of lead and iron. 

At eight at night we anchored at eleven weighed ; at a quarter paft 
eleven dropped anchor again, the Chocarda calling to us, that our men were 
run away, which was both falfe and improbable, being fo far from their 
home, and having had no wages ; they had laid thcrnfelves down on the 
fhorc, being weary and in want of reft, after wading through much deep water. 

The weather from nine in the morning till five in the afternoon, was too 
warm to be pleafant, yet not fo hot as to give Eaft Indians great reafon to 
complain. Twelve at night, wind N. W. by N. and cold. Meffrs. Doidge 
and AlmSy who flept on the poop during the firft watch, were glad to get 
into the cabbin in the middle and morning watches, on account of the 
cold; the fliarpnefs of the night air made me cough terribly, but this night 
being tolerably well, I began to watch. The Pelicans, which on rifing from 
the water make a great noife with flapping of their wings, before we 
were accuftomed to them, gave our watchmen fome little alarm. 

We got about twenty miles to day. There was no horizon for an ob- 
fervation at noon. — The boats which the Arabs ufe hereabouts differ from 
thofe I deferibed at Bajfora only in the fhape they are made like our Lon- 
don wherries, and are paddled on by two men, but if large, by four. 

At five in the morning our “Trackers arofe from their fleep, and began 4 

to track. Wind W. N. W. The river very crooked. At two in the after- 
noon, we had paffed by feveral fmall iflands. At three we made our veffels 
faft to the Ihore, the Sandal being behind ; at a quarter paft four we began 
to track again. 

Laft night our Chocarda flapped with us, and thereby deprived us, for 
awhile, of our bottle of claret. To-day he dined with us, and made us 

undergo 
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undergo the fame felF-denial. He tourted us very much, but we gave hint 
to underftand, that works and not words difplay the man : this obfervatioti. 
filenced him, and we have no more repetitions of hisi being our devoted 
fervant. We defired Mr. Hemet (whom we had now taken on board the 
yacht) to beg the Chocarda to haften on board the Sandal ; and to teil him 
alfo, that as we had loft fo much time in the night, we ought not to !ofe 
any in the day. He was not well plcafed, and told Mr. Hemet in a vulgar 
phrafe of the Turks “That he (Hemet) had eaten T- — d, and to him, all 
the difturbances and mifunderftandings, had been owing.” 


The road for our Trackers., is here in general very bad ; they are obliged 
to work much in the water. The country about us, fuch as we pafled 
yefterday. Great quantity of partridges and doves, are yet to be feen. The 
edges of the river abound in fedge, the cyprefs-tree, a dry plant full of a 
thorny feed-veflcl, and the caper flirub. The Mufebetos are innumerable*, 
their ftrings and hummings are intolerable to us in the night, while the flies 
are extremely troublefome in the day. 


At fix this evening, we pafled by an ifland ; and at eight we anchored 
in the ftream : the Sandal was made faft to the fliore. We gained but 
twenty-two miles to-day. No horizon for obfervation. 


At five in the morning weighed, and began to track. At nine pafled 
two fmall boats, one going down the river, the other up ; this laft had five 
men with three matchlocks; they looked fufpicious, and our Choearda 
aflured us they were rogues ; but our Knockaty or pilot, told us he knew them, 
and that the chief of the boat lived in the next village ; that he had come 
thus far as an efcort to the other boat, and now offered his fervice to us. 
We thought this the moft probable ftory of the two, yet kept a good look- 
out all the following night. At ten we anchored, our Trackers having left 
the rope ; at eleven, weighed and tracked again : fome rain fell, but in no 
great quantity ; it thundered and lightned, as it did yefterday. — At half 
paft two, took the Trackers on board, and made fail with a fine and fair 
breeze. By four we pafled by an old ruined fort, and three rivers on the 
right, one of which we were told was a branch of the Tygris. At half paft 
five, fent afhore the Trackers. At half paft ten we anchored to wait for 
the Sandal. 


Had it not been for the vexation, proceeding from the Mufebetos^ this 
evening had pafled very pleafantly. On both fides of the river are the 
willow, and poplar trees ; a number of birds rooft in them, which we dif- 
turbed in our paflage ; the pidgeon, turtle, and variety of finging birds 
are here in great abundance. During the whole night one of the fongfters 
chaunts the notes of the thrufli and nightingale. Large flocks of PelicanSy 
many ducks, partridges, king’s-fifliers and fwallows, are around us. 


I obferved 
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I obfervcd the river this evening, to be furll of filb ; many of them jumped 1 758. 
out of the water, and were two feet long. We made thirty-nine miles ' — 
to-day. No obfervation. 

’to 

At four this morning weighed, and tacked. At five, fair weather and May 6 . 

a pleafant breeze. Some date-trees appear and a little corn. Pafled an 
old fort on the left, and at half paft eight we anchored abreaft of Smciva. 
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C H A P. II. 


Occurrences on the nW Euphrates Semava Lembloon, fl»<^Dewana 
or Hafca; genteel reception from the Governor there. — PcjJfage to Hilla; 
polite behaviour of the Governor of Hilla.-r-^oooa«/ of the Gereed, a war- 
like Turkilh exercife, — Arrival at Baghdad. ■ 


1758. O E M AVA is a walled town, but the houfes are all built of mud. The 
place is governed by a Sheick, called Ifmael, (fubordinate to Aly Aga) 
StMAVA. ^ artful, complaifant old gentleman. He came on board of us in a 
fmall boat a little before we reached the town, and told us, that “ having 
had advice of our coming by a boat which pafled us yefterday, he had gotten 
all things in readinefs for our reception, as twenty Trackers., and provifions 
for them in plenty and that he came in perfon to aflure us, he was wholly 
devoted to our fervice.” He apologized much for his Difhabille, and 
negled in {having his head and trimming his beard, which lie laid was 
owing to his being in mourning for two near relations. He had a great 
facility of fpeech, and his compliments were truly hyperbolical. He re- 
peated often “ how much he was our fervant. Sick and weak as he found 
himfelf, yet he was ready to take his heart from his bread to do us good : 
his arms, his eyes, his head, the whole which he poflelTed, were all 
at our command.” He foon added with a melancholy figh, that “ he had 
for lon:e time pafl been indifpofed, much owing to worldly difficulties ; and 
at prefent was called on by the government for thirty purfes of money j but 
that he could, as yet, raife only five and not long after, we were given 
to underftand, that whatever prefent we were willing to make him, he was 
ready to accept with thankfulncfs. 

'' Flower, rice, and Ghee were brought on board for our new Trackers-, 
cucumbers, milk, and two lambs for ourfelves. We faluted the Sheick with 
one gun, entertained him, his fccretary, and a little (lave boy who ftood by 
• him, firft with coffee and then with fugar by way of fweet-meat; but left it to 
Mr. Hemet and the Chocarda, to recompenfe him for his prefents and trouble. 
They gave him twenty-five Abajfees and the old gentleman appearing not 
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fjlitisfied, the Chocarda^ pafTionately, offered his hand to receive the money 
back, and the Sheick as haftily returned it; thus things ftood for a little 
time j at length the old fox took back the money, and delivered it to his 
lecretary,; his little flave kilfed our hand, and the mailer recomn- ading him 
to our favour, we prefented him with an Ab^jJfee. At half pall kvim, tlic 
S.heick left us, fans cermonie^ by which we concluded that he made hds of 
us than he expedled. 

We bought here one frail or balket of Dates us an addition to the -Track- 
ers food, and a few leeks, being all the provifions we could purclialc 
in the. market.. 

At two in . the afternoon, we paffed a river going from the N. E ; at half 
pad three, got into a perfed level, which made all the country around appear 
like one watered marfh. This overflowing of the river we were told is 
not common fo foon in the year We concluded there mull have been 
great rains, or extraordinary meltings of fnow on the mountains ; and we 
plcafe ourfclves with the hopes that the wells of water in the Dcfert, will 
likewife be plentifully fupplied. At a qyarter after fix, we flopped for the 
other boat, and were then abreall of two large Arab camps, in the wildell 
and moll dreary country I ever beheld. Moll of us took a Ihort walk 
on Ihorcj but not beyond the proteflion of our little frigate. At feven we 
tracked again, and at eight were obliged to come to an anchor, it being very 
dark, and the proper channel difficult to find, by reafon of the river over- 
flowing it’s banks for a long way into the Defer t. We continued to keep 
a good look-out, both night and day j and like watchful centinels called 
to each other, “ All is eaellT 

Our Chocarda now altered his condufl much for. the better, often tell- 
ing us, “ he is our fervant, and our’s only, and that he likes us fo 
well, he lhall be ready to accompany us to Aleppo we liave not re- 
turned the compliment, but continue to treat him though civilly, yet at 
fomc diftance. Our preient Arab Trackers, like all their brethren of our 
acquaintance, already begin to grumble, notwithftanding they have had an 
addition to their common food by our giving them the preferved Date fruit, 
which thefe people are at all times very fond of, but more fo now, as there 
is, and has been for fome time pall, a very great demand for Dates from 
Baghdad, Moful, and Diarhckir, a dreadful famine hiving raged in the 
two laft cities. Baghdad itfelf was alarmed, and twelve tlioufand. 
Perfians now refiding there, received orders to quit the place, before the 
fcarcity fhould adlualiy reach it. This order however was not carried into 


*'In the beginning of the fummer, on the fun’s melting the fnow upon the mountairw nf 
Armenia^ there is a vaft increafe of waters, which running into the Euphrates in the month; 
of June f and AuguJI^ makes it overflow its banks, and occafioui fucli.another inundation . 

aS’jthc .does Rolmn’s Anciev.t HiJIory, W. ii* 
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175S. execution, and it is generally believed neve: will; owing as much to a 
proper application of fome purfes given to the Hajha and his minifters, as to 
the prefent appearance of a plentiful crop of grain. A prefent of buffalo 
fteakcs were fent to us to-day, which we had for dinner, and rclifhed them 
very well and in the evening we had a prefent of milk, for which we always 
pay dear by a pecuniary return. 

It being Saturday night, according to our old fea cuftom, we allowed 
ourfelves an extraordinary bottle, devoting it to the remembrance of our 
wives, fwcethearts, parents, families and friends. The Mufchctos are lefs 
troublcfome than of late, owing to our having no bufhes about us. We 
advanced this day twenty-three miles. Had no obfervation. 

May 7. This is the firft day of the new moon, and the beginning of the great 
fail, Ramazan. It continues till the fixth of June. This fait begins every 
year ten days fooner than in the former year. At three quarters after 
four this morning, we began to track, wind at S. K; and we loon got 
into a very delightful meadow country, pretty well inhabited by Arabs., 
and their herds, and watered plentifully by the river : this green and watery 
profped: extends as far as the eye carfreach. On our right, the rifing ground 
is cultivated in Ionic fpots, producing radiflies, ftfr. Here are the w'hite and 
brown Paddy birds, fo common in the Erji Indies, called by that name, 
becaufe they chiefly feed in the Paddy or rice fields. We faw alfo the 
painted diver, and black and white crow. 

In the middle and morning watches the air was fomewhat cold ; the atmof- 
phere continued perfedlly dry till laft night, when we felt it damp. This 
morning at five o’clock, we law our Chocarda leave the Sandal, and go down 
tlie river in a little boat vve hired at Semava-, a mclTage foon after came from 
him, that four of tlie Trackers had deferted, and he was gone back to 
Semai'a after them, but defiring us to go on, and he would follow. 
We law a galley aftern coming up the river. At feven, we palTed a boat 
five days from IHUn ; w'e underftood from her people, that the Caravan fee 
out from Baghdad five days before we failed from Bajfora \ we are unwilling 
to believe luch bad news. About ten we pafied another boat carrying a 
Janizary down the river, who gave us intelligence of one Cojee-Simon, an 
Armenian merchant, having been robbed and wounded in the river about 
three weeks ago ; that he was ftill with Aly Aga, but the governor had not 
been able, as yet, to recover a box of pearls valued at twenty thoufand 
rupees, which had been taken from him. 

Aiy Aga commands all the country between llilla and the diftrifl: of Baf- 
[cra. i’hc head of the Skeicks, under his command, has been ordered to 
make a par’-.cular enquiry and learch for the Armenian's effeds. This Sheick, 
whole name is Mahomed el Haanict, and whole tents we pafled laft night, 
vve were told, pays annually to the government of Baghdad, for the rents of 
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this country, five hundred purfes of filvcr, each purfe containing five 
hundred rupees, or twenty-five toman-, and he is in a great rr.eafure, 
accountable for the coxiduft of his Tribes. The Armenian was pafilng up 
the river in a defenceltfs condition, at the time he was robbed, and it is 
faid, his extraordinary care of his box, occafioned its being difeovered and 
that his wounds were owing to the refiftance he made in parting with Rich 
valuable effedls. We pafied to-day four or five Arabs with lances ; thele wc 
apprehend are fome of the Banditti who infeft the banks of this great river, 
and llrike fo much dread into the minds of travellers. A fingle perl'on, or 
a company of travellers unarmed, might (and I believe would) be in great 
danger from them; but we have nothing to apprehend, provided we keep a 
good look-out. 

Our Trackers work much in the water, and are inceflantly murmuring for 
more provifion than we can afford them. At Bajjhra we laid in fo much 
rice and Ghce^ as by the Turks about Mr. Shaw, was thought an ample ftorc 
to carry us to Hilla, but that has been a long time fince expended, and 
more has been added from every place we have touched at, where there 
was a poflibility of purchafing-, yet we are always in want. At Semava, 
a ftock was put on board by the Sheick for twenty men, to which we 
added a frail of dates, weighing one hundred pounds ; thele are now 
greatly exhaufled, and we are apprehenfive of being in want. The truth 
is, thefe poor tracking fellows come to us half ftarved, they work hard, and 
can eat five times as much as they ufually get at home, or are allowed, when 
they ferve a T urk, or one of their own countrymen •, but, whilft they are 
in the fervice of an European, of whole riches they entertain a mod: extra- 
vagant idea, they are ever dilcontented with a common portion, and even with 
a double allowance, and in fpite of all his humanity and care, will grumble 
and give him difturbance : all travellers therefore who come this way, fliould 
be careful to lay in a very plentiful ftock of provifions at their firft fetting 
out from Bajfora •, as they will find it a very difficult talk to get any quantity 
afterwards. On the obferving or neglefting of this particular, their future 
eafe or difquietude will in great meafure depend. It is not poffible to 
conceive, much lefs to deferibe, the horrid nolle and difturbance, that is 
made by thefe Arabian male-contents upon fuch occafions : a ftranger 
to their language and cuftoms, could not but have his doubts, whether they 
were not about to feize him by the collar, and cut his throat. Their guituird 
language, fierce and ghaftly looks, and threatening geftures, added to tlie 
natural wildnefs of the country, muft needs fill him with conftant appre- 
henfions of violence, and therefore cannot fail of making his whole paliagc 
painful and difpleafing to a great degree. 

About two in the afternoon, a boat went by us from Baghdad, by which we 
learned t\-\t Caravan was not gone. Soon afterwards ^Turkijh galley alfo palled 
us .'vyith fome people of confequence j they faluted us with one gun, which 
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we returned. We have no profpcfl now but of thick fedge on each fide 'of 
the river, which is here about 120 feet wide. At four, got a little out of the 
rufliy into a more open and pafture country ; htie we flopped tor our 
boat. Several Arab encampments are in fight, pitched on the finall rifing 
fpots, which are flattered here and there about this overflown, and flat country. 
The prefent Arabs are, like their forefathers, a moveable people ^ they tra- 
vel eafl, weft, north and Ibuth, and pitch their tents, or rulh houfes, as the- 
foil beft ferves for feeding their cattle, of which they flern to have great 
plenty. While here, we w'ere vificed by one of their Sheicks accompanied 
by three or four men better drefled than common •, we fliewed them our 
arms, and gratified the Sbeiik with five or fix charges of gunpowder, for 
his match-lock piflol, and afterwards added a little fnuff. Here we un- 
drefled and fwam in the Euphrates. The fame fort of birds were feen by 
us to-day as yeflerday. 'I'his day has been much overcaft, and hot, with 
thunder and lightening. 


Wc were again terribly perplexed with Mufehetes this evening, but were 
relieved about twelve o’clock by a frefli gale : the Eurhans^ which we all 
wear, are the befl defence for our heads againft the i'un j and our whilkers, 
that have been growing ever fince we left Bombay, fecure the upper lip 
from the vexatious fling of thefe infedls. We made feventeen miles to-dav. 
By obfervation at noon we were in the latitude of 31*" 24^ north. 


TVIcndny, 
May b’. 


At one o'clock in the morning, cloudy weather, with tliunder, lightning 
and an appearance of rain falling to the northward. At half after one a 
mulket was fired from our yacht towards a fmall boat, which, from it's 
liifpicious condu(fl, our people believed to be a thief. At two the Chocarda 
returned from Semnva witlj the four deferters. At three, the wind changed 
trorn the foiith, to the north, and for a little time, blew very frelh : every 
now and then wc heard the report of a muflcct a little aftern of us, and 
upon our left hand. At half paft four, we began to track, as did the lug- 
gage-boat with the Chocarda. About fix, Meflieurs Alms and Figot favv 
two wild hogs not lar from our ^Irackers \ they fired four mufkets with balls, 
but the hogs efcaped among the rufhes. At feven, paflTed on the right, a 
plantation of cotton trees, in a very fertile foil, and more raifed from the 
river, than any we have lately obferved. At nine got again into an over- 
flown meadow-country, with encampments of Arahs.^ their families, and 
cattle. Birds we faw as laft mentioned, and fome turtle ; the infeft we 
call Ladycow every now and then is among us, alfo flies, moths, and horfe- 
ftingers *, the fparrow is alfo to be found here, and in every other place that 
I have vifited in Afta. 


llie greatefl part of this day we tracked thro' water, choaked up with 
fedge, mod of it bread high; the bottom, in fome places, was out of a 
man’s depth. At fix in the evening, we reached the fide of a little ifland, 
and not far frona it was an Arab camp ^ we waited there for our luggage- 
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boat, which did not get up to us, till nine o’clock. At feven, whilfl 
at anchor, a ‘Turkijh galley pafled us, having the Pi 7 jba Gauge Mahomed 
Aga on board ; a general, commanding thirty thoufand troops : he had been 
down the Euphrates^ direding at what places the river (hould be let in, and 
where ftopped. We hailed him, and fome compliments pafled ; he told us 
he fhould haul a little ahead, and lye by for the night j we anfwered that 
we would do the fame. After he had juft pafled us, we falutcd him with 
one gun, which he returned. 

On this little ifland Meflieurs Alms, Pigot, myfclf and two ferv'ants went 
afhore with our guns, and had good diverlion, ihooting at Jackals ; they 
were the moft hairy ones I ever faw, and which like fpaniels took imme- 
diately to the water. We found feveral of their holes, tired into one where 
we fufpefted a Jackal had kenneled, and made a fire before it, but without 
fuccefs. We aimed feveral fliot at an animal we took for the otter ; it lay 
on the bank near tiie water, but flipt in, and fwam from us, often diving, and 
when up, turning its head every now and then tow'ards us, giving a melan- 
choly yell : we found its dung as large as that of a dog, it confilted of the 
ftiells of crabs, with which the banks of the Euphrates abound, as alfo 
turtle egg ftiells, and the ft<ins of many kind of inl'efls. We killed 
divers birds. By our Chocarda, we were told, that the dogs of an Arab 
camp behind us, had killed a large wild hog, which had been before wounded, 
probably by Meflieurs Alms and Pigot. This afternoon Mr. Alms killed 
with a Angle ball, at the diftance of about two hundred and fifty yards, a 
beautiful pheafant-coloured curlew ; there were more in conipany. 

This has been a windy fatiguing day for our Prackers the middle part 
not very hot, the evening cold. The Mufehetos about this ifland put us to 
infufferable pain, but we got rid of thefe tormentors in the night, as we 
reached to windward of the ifland. This afternoon we pafled the very fpot, 
where Cojee-Simon, the Armenian, was lately robbed j near to a place 
called Monzaradub. We faw here a great number of Pelicans. Got nine- 
teen miles. Latitude by Meflieurs Doidge and Alms's obfervations 31° 33' 
north. 

The laft night was very cold, and this morning the wind is high, foul 
^nd bleak. Our Trackers ftate is fuch, as calls aloud for pity, and plenty 
of food : they have worked feven hours in the fedge and water, brealt 
high ; and at eleven o’clock in the morning no profped of a change 
for the better. Saw two otters on a little dry bank, and fome turtle. We 
:got this morning three quarts of fine rich milk, and wanted to pur- 
chafe a calf, but the Arabs would not fell it, nor have we been able to buy 
one fince entring the river j not owing, as in India, to a religious fcruple, but 
becaufe it would be a leflTening of the herd, on whofe number the impor- 
tance of the Sheick entirely depends. Our Chocarda, this cold morning, 
4 greatly 
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greatly exerted himfclf, by encouraging, puniftiing, and by his own ex 
ample fliewing the Trackers how they ought to work ; he even ftripped, 
and threw himfelf into the water, Iwam to the rope, and alTifted for a little 
while in the tracking. What a ftrange alteration in the conduft of this 
man ! 

About noon we drew near to a high fpot of ground, and pafled a tomb 
on the right, raifed to the memory of llakh Hojfein. Upon this rifing 
I embloon. ground, is a large town built of mats called Lemhloon \ it is on the left fide 
of the river, oppofite to which, on the right, is another tomb or monument 
raifed to Imaum Kzaai. The river here is about three hundred feet broad. 
We fent our fervant to the village to buy provifions j during his abfence, 
tlie Turkijh galley paffcd us, which had been to-day behind us, and lefs ex- 
peditious than ourfelves. At four our Sandal went by likewife, and then 
our man returned with fome rice and Ghee, and a bull-calf, which with 
great difficulty he had bought for usj they would by no means part with 
the female. 

Since we left Bajfora, we have always had cool water in plenty, owing to it’s 
prefervation in tlie earthen jars, which we there provided ourfelves with. The 
water is not perfectly clean, nor is it very foul ; we fine it in the jars with 
a little alum, otherwife it would be very muddy. Upon the whole, at pre- 
fent we make no complaint of our water, but often declare, that if the 
wells of the Befert are as propitious to us, as the Euphrates is now, we 
fliall think ourfelves fortunate in this important article. 

The fatigue of the morning occafioned one of our Trackers to run away ; 
another of them is fick, and two more arc, or pretend to be fo. With 
pain, I obferved this forenoon, that one of the Trackers to the Turkijh 
from cxceffive wcarinefs gave over work, and made towards the vefl'ej, en- 
deavouring to get iri’to her he feemed to be almoft exhaufted, aix,l cried 
out for admittance, but inftead of being fuffered to enter the galley, he was 
feverely beaten with a large flick by one of the officers, and the poor crea- 
ture was obliged to qxiit his hold, and to fwim the river ; he made for 
the fedge on the left-hand fide, into which he threw himfelf, and lay 
groaning as we pafled by : it was debated whether we ought to take him in, 
but ’twas concluded, that this might give offence to the Bajha, and efpe- 
cially as the man was not far nov/ from an Arabian camp. Soon after 
we had pafled him, he creeped afliore,, and made towards the encamp- 
ment. 

Our people fed well to-day for to their rice and Ghee, we added the 
offals of the calf. How different the cuftoms of thefe Arabs, from the 
Gentoos in India ! none of the latter will cat of the moft delicate food, even 
it but another Gentoo, unlels of his own Cajt, has touched it : the former are 
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fo free of fcruple, that they will feed on the guts and flcins of beafts, -and 1758.' 
cat every fcrap left on our plates. v*—,— j t 

At nine at night we anchored in the ftream, waiting for the Sandal^ which 
joined us a little before eleven ; prefently, the Chocarda gave an alarm by 
firing his mufket towards the fliore, and calling out, that “ rogues were 
very near us in boats.” Our fervant Vertan inftantly fired another from 
the yachr, which obliged us all to arm and run to the deck. We de- 
manded from the Sandal, the real caufe of this manoeuvre were anlwered, 
that four or five boats had been near us, and though hailed, would make 
no anfwer. Mr. Pye, who had the watch, faw one finall boat pafs with two 
or three men, but no more •, and was difpleafed at the fervant’s following 
the Chocarda'% example, as there was not the lead occafion for the dillur- 
bance : by the difcharge of the muikets, a village alfo was alarmed, which 
by the voices of men and women, the cry of children, and barking of 
dogs, we difcovercd to be very near. Soon after, there was a profound 
filence on board the luggage-boat, by which we judged that the Chocarda 
raifed the alarm, with the view only to make us keep a good look-out, 
while he took a found fleep. The I'urkifi galley was at this time about a 
quarter of a mile ahead, at anchor alfo in the ftream. 

Since we p.afted Lemhlocn, we have been again amidft a low, wet country, 
the fides of the river full of fedge, and very diltreffing to our ‘Trackers. 

The otters here are about the fize of a cat. We faw but few birds to-day. 

A fmall water-lilly grows among the flags all up this river. 

At twelve at night, the air was warmer than ufual, and damp. By obfer- 
vation the latitude is 31° 40' nortli. We advanced only 12 miles this 
day. 

In Mr. Alms\ watch this morning, between the hours of two and five, May lo, 
feme little noife was heard on board the Sandal^ and our people underftood, 
that a man had jumped from her into the water, and fwani to the Ibore : 
about feven oVlock, wc received a meffage from the Chocarda^ defiririg we 
would flop a little, for he wanted to fpeak to us on an affair of confequence : 
when he came, he told us, with a melancholy countenance, that, early in the 
morning he had been robbed of fifty Venetian Zechins and his outer veft; 
that the thief had fwam from the fliorc, ftolen into the velfcl, gotten to tlxe 
place where he flept, and taken the money from his troulers pocket, and 
his coat by his fide. We farcaftically looked furprizeJ, rallied, and told 
him his fleeping was unlike an officer ; that noiie of us (which was the 
truth) had taken our clothes off fince we had been on the paffige ; and then 
cxprelfed our fears about the fafety of our own affairs under his proteftion. 

He would fain have perfuaded us to have given full credit to the ftory j and 
to acquit himfelf of negligence, he laid the whole blame on the drowfinefs of 
a relation of his in the lame velfel, in whofe watchfulnefs he faid he had 
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placed great confidence, and brought him on that very account. Wc 
fmiled, and appeared fo incredulous on the occafion, that contrary to his late 
ceremonious deportment, he left our veflel without taking leave. 

We began tracking this morning a little before five, and prefently after 
a boat went down the river, three days from Hilla, which told us that the 
Caravan was not yet gone. The land here is on the drain, it having been 
overflowed : in fight were many comfortlefs huts, fome placed on the very 
water, but almoft all on exceeding damp ground, drained by a fur- 
rounding ditch of a foot and a half deep, dug within four or five feet of the 
hut itfelf. Such miferable places of abode, as we have pafled in great 
abundance of late, I never before beheld ; in each, which confifts of one 
apartment only, are contained the man, wife or wives, children, dog, and 
now and then two or three fowls. One Buffak-covi always belongs to this 
wretched fpot, which every morning and evening is driven home to 
give fuftenance to the family. In thefc hovels, you fee fometimes a 
fword, but always a lance of about nine feet in length, of the fame kind, 
but not near fo handfomc, as thofe at Madagafcar ; and from them, I ima- 
gine, ilTue out the petty robbers of this part of Arabia. 

About four this afternoon we h.ad on both fides, a fine level paflure 
country, well inhabited with Bufalos, oxen, cows and (Keep ; the latter we 
have not remarked in plenty for fome days paft. Saw however a great 
quantity of Pelicans, and other birds. The river here, is narrow, deep, 
rapid, and very muddy ; the two lafl: owing to the land on our right being 
on the drain, and the water falling with fome velocity from a hanging level ; 
the land to the left is rather lower than the river, but the water is pre- 
vented from overflowing, by a bank which has been thrown up by art, 
and conftantly kept in repair. 

We were frequently near the 'Turkijh galley to-day, but could not get a 
fight of the Bapa., he being in bed the whole or greateft part of the day, and 
has been fo ever fince the commencement of the Ramazan j fuch we are told 
is the ufage of the Mahometans in this long faft of one moon : they fuffer no 
food or drink to enter their lips during the whole day, but, it is faid, moft 
of them feed heartily in the night. They are glad to fpend that time in fleep, 
which otherwife would be very tedious to them, and perhaps imagine that 
by this means they fliall be lefs liable to thofe felicitations of nature, 
which their religion teaches them, at this feafon, entirely to relinquilh 

Our 

• Remaxan, or Ramadan ; a foletnn feafon of fading among the Mahometans, kept in the 
ninth month of the Arabic year. This faft confifts in abftaining from meat and drink, and 
from lying with their wives each day, from the rifing of the lun ’till the ftars appear ; and is 
®f fuch fltift obligation, that none are excufed from it ; for the fick, and all others who cannot 
obferve it in this month, are obliged to faft another entire month inftead of it. So fuperfti. 
UOM ate the Mabemeiam in the obfervance of this Lent, that they dare not walh their mouths, 
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Our Chocarda however is not of this fcrupulous turn; the quantity of Ipirits *75?. 
and wine he daily drinks, too abundantly declares it. He was fo much oflP Wy— 
his guard yefterday as to fay, that he would eat even pork or bacon with 
us ; and yet this fellow, when in a paffion, is always fure to brand his 
trackers with the infamous appellation of Pork-Eaters. 

At feven o’clock in the evening, we drew near to Dewana, the capital of 
the government of Hafca^ where refides Aly Aga ; his power commences at Hasca. 
Corna (which ends that of the governor of Baffoi'a) and extends up the river, 
as far as Hilla. The river grows much broader now, and a little higher 
up, it appeared to be at leaft a mile over. At eight, palTed a large river to 
the left hand. All the country about us is neatly cultivated for pafturage, 
the river being'with great care and judgment admitted, or Ihut out, agree- 
able to the neceffity of the herdfman. 

At a little after twelve at night, we anchored at a fmall diftance from 
Dewana^ commonly called (as is the province) Hafca. We got twenty- 
five miles to-day. At noon the latitude by obfervation was 31“ 48' 
north. 

At fun rife, which was a quarter paft five, we fainted the governor with May it, 
fix guns and eight bounces and agreeable to Mr. Sbaw's direflion, fent 
alhore his letter, and our compliments by Mr. Hemet^ the Chocarda, and one 
of our European fervants. In a little time v c learnt, that the governor could 
not be fpoken with till five o’clock in the evening, upon account of the 
Ramazan. 

Cojee Pagoofe, an Armenian merchant of Bajfora, at prefent refiding here, 
to whom Mr. Shaw wrote a letter in our favour, came on board of us 
early in the morning, to bid us welcome, and to offer his beft ferviccs with the 
governor. He told us, he was confident Aly Aga would give us an honour- 
able reception, but that on account of the Faft it would be impoflible for 
any perfon to get accefs to him before five in the evening -, that he would 
put Mr. Shaw’s letter into the hands of one of the governor’s attendants, 
who on his mafter’s coming out of his room, would be fure to deliver it. 

He added, that foon after five, he believed we might be fupplied with 
'■Trackers and necelTaries in order for our departure, provided we could 
not be induced to tarry longer ; but that he himfelf fliould be happy 
could he prevail on us to ftay a little while, and receive the civilities 
the governor would be ready to Ihew to Englifimen. As he verily 

or even fwallow their fpittle. The men are, indeed, allowed to bathe themfelves, on condi- 
tion they do not plunge the head under water, left fome drops enter by the mouth or cars, &c. 

But as for the women they are ftridly forbidden to bathe, &c. However, they frequently 
fealV all night. The Mahometans call this month holy, and believe that as long as it lafts, 
the gates of Faradije are open, and thofe of Hell ihut. 

Di^hnarj of Art $ and Scicncts, 
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believed the Caravan ■would not depart from Baghdad before the fifteenth 
of the Moon^ we refolved to wait, and it was agreed upon between Cojee 
Pagoofe and us, that at fun-fet, the time Jly Jga was to appear on his 
'Terrace^ we would, on the fignal of the mei chant’s waving his hand that the 
Aga was there, falute him from our little yacht, which we accordingly did, 
repeating the falute of the morning. 

The governor and his numerous attendants, appeared on the houfe-top, a 
little before the fetting of the fun •, and when it was gotten to the horizon, I 
pbferved that he and all his train, proftrated themTelves in prayer. Soon 
after they had ended, a melfiige came from Aly Aga^ congratulating us upon 
our fafe arrival at Hafca, witli affurances of his doing all in his power to 
forward ourpafiage up the river -, and excufes for having, on account of the 
ftrift laws of the Faft., kept us fo long without his paying his compliments : 
concluding with an invitation, to drink cofiee with him in the evening. 
To all this having made our proper acknov^^ledgements, the melfenger 
added, that the governor would be obliged to deprive himfclf of the plea- 
lure of our company till late in the evening; the reafon afligned was, be- 
caufc he intended to prefent one of us with a ’Tur kiJJj and as he h.ad 
ordered that it Ihould be a very handfome one, it would reejuire feme hours 
to make it. 

Monfieur Hemet^ on this occafion, was our interpreter; and as he had 
fpent fo much of his time in Perfia^ about the court, he knew very well 
how to aft for us. He prevailed upon Aly Aga to fend us his great barge, 
at the time he wifhed us to come, and told him, that we were unaccuftometl 
to fit on the ground though covered with a carpet ; the governor replied, 
that “ we fhould have cuflrions, and was he mailer of chairs, we fliould be 
welcome to them ;” adding, that if we chofe to fend our own feats, it would 
be altogether as agreeable to him. This was a matter of the utmoft indif- 
ference to us, we liad no public charafter to maintain, and fhould have been 
as well pleafed with the culhion, as the ftool ; but our old friend would 
not hear of what he called fuch a concefTion, alTuring us, that the chair or 
the ftool, “ voud be de more honorable we lubmitted, fmiling at each other. 
An intimation had been given us, that three would be the proper number 
to wait on this great man ; fuch he really is, his government being the 
molt important of any in this part of the world, the Bafloa of Baghdad ex- 
cepted. It was eleven o’clock before the officer of his houfehold came in- 
the barge to attend us, though during this time, there had been lent us 
more than one apology for the delay. As foon as we were landed, the 
barge faluted us with one gun : Cojee Pagoofe, with many officers, received us 
®n the fhore, attended with fervants and*a number of lights, and they all ac- 
eompanied us to the governor. We were received on the 'Terrace-, Aly Aga 
was feated, furrounded by his principal Agas to the number of fifty, drefied 
in green or red. At our coming to the carpet, on which the ftools were 
placed, we put off our fhoes, which we had flipped down for that jnirpofe 
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before we left thevefil-I; we were drefled as and on approaching 17 5^- 

him, we uncovered our heads, and bent our bodies, after our own manner; 
he returned our compliments fitting, but gracefully bending his body for- 
wards, putting his right hand upon his brealV, and then immediately point- 
ing to our feats, we iat down, and covered our heads. We fat fronting 
him ; on each hand he had an ancient venerable perfon ; farther to his right, 
were in four ranks other officers all fitting, fix or ievcn in each rank, and 
to his left were (fill more. Many fervancs ftood behind us, among theni 
my man Alexander havl intruded himfelf ; our Chocarda too was obferved 
to be at this entertainment. 

Aly Aga addrefied himfelf to us, by the mouth of Cojce Pagoofe and Mr. 

Hemet -, Pagoofe fpeaking to the latter in Perfian, and he to us in French^ 
and fometimes in broken Englijh. Common compliments took place firif, 
refpecting our health, that of Mr. Shaw, &c. then he alkcd us of the par- 
ticular incidents of our voyage hitherto, of our intended route, and of our 
motiv'es for undertaking fo fatiguing and perilous a journey ; he was greatly 
amazed to finti they were not pecuniary ones, but proceeded chiefly from 
curiofity. He then changed his difeoarfe to our company’s affairs at Bengal, 
and the revolutions which had lately happened there; talked of our fleet in 
India, of the feveral powers at war in Europe, and of the face of affairs there 
at prefent ; and at laft, of the navigation up the river Euphrates, of the 
latitude of Bajfora, Dewana, £<.c. During this converfation we were enter- 
tained, firft, with a faucer of fweetmeats, of which fome of us eat four or 
five very fmall fpoonfuls, and intended to have finiflied the whole, but 
Monfieur Hemet whifpered to leave off, “/t/r dat one fpoonful only, was de 
more polite then a fmall cup of coffee was brought, and after a fhort in- 
terval a fmall bafon of warm fweet water feented with rofbs ; laftly, our 
handkerchiefs were wetted with rofe-water, and our noftrils fumigated wiili 
the fmoke of Ambergreafe and Agala wood. We had been given to iinder- 
ftand, that foon after the ferving of the fweet water and odours, we Ihould 
be at liberty to take our leave ; on our making a motion to do this, y//y Aga 
repeated to us, how forty he was the folemnity of the Ramazan depriveil 
him of the pleafure of our company by day ; but that, if convenient to us, 
he fliould be happy, would we continue here for a few days to recover from 
our fatigue, and he would endeavour to make us pafs the time as 
agreeably as was in his power. We excufed ourfclves from acce[)ting his 
kind invitation, by informing him of the neceffity we were under to 
reach Baghdad as foon as poffible ; and that we had an additional mo- 
tive to h.aften our journey, which was the earned defire of feeing our 
native country, and our families, from whom we had luffcred a long 
and painful feparation. His anfwer implied, that he finccrclv wilhed us a 
happy fight of both, hoped our journey and voyage would be as pleafimr 
and Ipeecly as poffible, and that the Great God would conduct us fafe. We 
expreflTed in the bed terms we were able, our (enfe of his favors ; to which 
he replied very fenfibly and politely. As foon as we got from our feats. 

Me,. 
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Mr. DoiJge, our ektfled chief, had a filk Pelife or veil put upon him, lined 
with Ermine^ worth about ten pounds, for which he made one of his hand- 
fomeft bows to Aly Aga. 


Our vifit lafted about half an hour, when we all took leave, and repaired 
to the barge, and in her to the yacht : the barge fired another gun at our 
getting on board. Pagoofe and the fame officer of the houfehold who had 
attended us before, now accompanied us to our cabbin. We drank before 
May 12. them Aly Aga^ health, and fired a gun. Between twelve and one both 
thefe gentlemen left us, by whom we fent on fltore ten fequins, or about 
five guineas, to the treafurcr, to be divided among the governor’s fervants. 
We detained them for a while, purpolely to give Mr. Doidge an oppor- 
tunity of finilhing his letter to Mr. Shaw, to whom we were oWiged to 
write, having this day, by the advice of Cojec Pagoofe, difmilTcd Mr. Cho- 
carda, for a repetition of his infolence, without making him the lead prefent. 
We had painted his behaviour in its true colours in our letter to Mr. Shaw, 
but at Aly Aga's requefl: we added a poftcript by way of mitigation ; this 
llrangc inconfiftent fellow having thrown himfelf at the feet of that gover- 
nor, begging his interceffion with us to write as little to his prejudice 
as poffiblc. 


Before Cojee Pagoofe left our velTel, we defired him to tell us, what was 
the occafion of the hearty laugh, which we obferved had taken place 
whillt Aly Aga was making his enquiries he acquainted us that the old 
gentleman who fat on the governor’s right hand, affefted to be a judge of 
what Mclfrs. Doidge and Alms were telling Aly Aga regarding the latitude 
and longitude of places, and frequently threw in his approbation by fay- 
ing “ Aye that's true the laugh arofe from the governor’s merrily reply- 
ing, “ I do not doubt of the truth of what thefe gentlemen advance, and 
to be fure you are an accurate judge of it; for the utmoft of your erudition 
in this way, is I think confined to the latitude and longitude of my Perfon ; 
that indeed, you are pretty well acquainted with.” Aly Aga is a native of 
Perfia, and a man of a more inquifitive turn than is commonly found (as 
we were told) among the ’Turkijh governors. 


Dewana, which by our obfervations lies in the latitude 31° 56' north, 
is a confiderable town, built with mud; the governor is obliged to pay into 
the treafury of the BaJlja of Baghdad, fifteen hundred purfes yearly, it 
being the ftated royal rent of the diftridl ; but I am well informed that 
Aly Aga remits at leall three thoufand purfes; this additional fum is 
acquired by mulds on the Arabs for different crimes, efpecially for rob- 
beries. The fines are commonly paid in cattle by the Sheicks, but the 
’Juries foon turn them into cafh. 


This condud of Aly Aga in remitting more to the royal treafury tlian is 
required from him, appears a very extraordinary circumftance at firft fight ; 

but 
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but it is truly a moft refined ftrokc of policy : for knowing that immenfe 
riches in this country are the fureft means to fhorten a man’s days, he puts 
■himfelf out of all danger by never prefuming to accumulate them for 
his own ufe. He is rather ftudious to bethought the generous and difin- 
terefted, than the rich and opulent man. Doubtlefs, it is entirely owing 
to this, that he is fo great a favourite with the Bajha of Baghdad, whofe 
purfe he takes care to fill, though he finds it prudent to neglc6t his 
own. 

Mr. Shaw told me at Bajfora, the particulars of a difpute between him 
and Aly Aga when governor of that place, for which the latter was difplaced, 
and but of late appointed to the command at Hafca. He has fince acknow- 
ledged, that he injured Mr. Shaw, and made all proper conceflions to 
him. They had now entered into a friendly correfpondence, and a new 
branch of trade ; which it is hoped will prove advantageous to the company, 
and be of fervice likewife to this generous, genteel, worthy man, whofe 
common emolutrencs are judged inadequate to his fpirit and deferts. 

At half paft eight, we weighed, and took our laft leave of Aly Aga, with 
the difeharge of all our guns ; our bounces being expended in the unex- 
peded fecond falute of yelterday, we could not carry the compliment any 
farther : Cojee Pagoofe undertook to apologize for us on this head. Here, two 
of the Lafears or leamen belonging to our Sandal ran away ; Vertan got 
two perfons in their room, one of whom foon left us alfo : this fervant had 
now the charge of that veflel fince the difmiflion of the Chocarda and hia 
adherents, of whom we were now told there were three or four. 

At eleven we crofled the river, and began to track on the left hand fide. 
The land in view is partly pafture, partly arable, the cattle continue the 
fame as lately mentioned, but horfes are more numerous. We oblerved 
one of the latter fwimming acrofs the river, with a fervant. This horfe (by 
our information) was defigned as a prel'cnt to us, had not Cojee Pagoofe 
difeovered that we had already a fufficient number, and that a habit would 
be more acceptable. 

At twelve we ftopt for our luggage-boat, and at half paft one begam 
again to track: at fix in the afternoon paffed a fort to the right called 
Monoly. The wind is ftill againft us, and the llreari runs dov/n at the rate 
of five miles an hour, which, joined to our delays from the Sandal, prevent 
our making but a very flow progrefs. y\t half paft eight, the 'Trackers- 
called to leave oft’ work, the bottom being now bad, the banks bufhy, and 
they themfelves in fear of lions, tygers, and other wild beafts. We took 
the men on board, and flood off into the fiream to avoid infults from the 
people on fhore, but were obliged to return to the bank on account of the 
rapidity of the river. If we could have lain at a diftance from the fhore, 
we fhould have been more at eafe in all refpefls j particularly from thofc 
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bitter enemies the Mufchetos^ which peftered vis this evening, rather more 
than ever, and are inexpreffibly tormenting, even to the degree of throwing 
us into a temporary fever. Happy for us ! that with the return of the fun 
and wind in the mornings, we are till the clofc of the day relieved from 
them, and without this interval, I know not what might be the confe- 
quence : the fun is our great deliverer in this refpedl •, but alas ! the increaf- 
ing heat of ihiu glorious botly begins to make us lament, our being no 
farther advanccxl on our journey ; but as we have no reafon to charge our- 
felves witli the leaft unneceiiary delay, wc endeavour to be fatisfied, and 
bear what may ha[.^pen with becoming refolution. We made but eight 
miles to-day; latitude by obfervation 31® 5S'. 

At half pafl four this morning we began to track *, at five we croffed to 
the right fide of the river, in hopes that the footing and current would be 
more favourable ; ar eleven crofled again, the current being fo ftrong, that 
v/e could not turn a point of land. At one in the afternoon, flopped for 
the luggage-boat. At lialf pail two went on again, the Sandal being in 
fight. At fix anchored for the night at fome diftance from the fliore. 
A little before feven, we were fainted to our great furprize with the thunder- 
ing voice of our late Chocarda^ who in a fmallljoat pafTed by us and com- 
manded our fervants to deliver us his compliments. We conclude that he 
is going on his own private affairs to Baghdad^ or perhaps to execute there 
fome orders from his governor. 

The banks are now covered with a fhrub of the cyprefs kind ; bramble- 
buflies and fome other flirubs make a fort of forcfl, well fupplied with a 
variety of finging birds; fome of them chaunt all the night: there are 
great quantities of wild ducks. Got eleven miles. Latitude by obferva- 
tion 32® 4" north. 

lliis night wc took into ferious confideration, the very little progrefs we 
had made, and the fmall portion of time we have to fpare, as the Caravayt 
by all accounts will fet out the fifteenth of Moon \ and unanimoufly 
refolved, for greater expedition to move ourfelves and all we have on 
board the yacht, into the Sandal^ where are our horfes, ifdc. and with our tea 
''Trackers to join her’s, that by their united force, we may haflcn her motion, 
which is at prefent very flow. 

Agreeable to this refolution, a little after four this morning, we dropped 
down with the ftream, and joined her ; by eight we difmilfcd the yacht, 
with a letter for Mr. Shaw^ telling him of the ftep we had taken, and 
oj' our leaving borrowed her forc-top^i), to make us a cover in the Sandal 
from th<* um. At fix in the evening, wc pafled the tomb of a reli- 
gious perfon to the left ; a little afterwards a human body floated by us, 
which probably had been drowned by the overfetting of a SandaL I'his 
greatly alarmed our Trackers^ who fay, that accidents of this kind 
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have frequently happened, and pofitively declared, that they would 
not proceed any farther during the night, for fear of meeting with the 
like fate. At half paft feven therefore, though a fine moon-light evening, 
v/e made our veflel fall to a ftake fixed on the fliore -, we got our camp- 
table , and llools out, and for the firlt time eat our morfels on the edge of 
the Defert. 

We faw to-day many ducks and one pelican ; the banks are very woody, 
or rather bulky -, few people live hereabouts, only juft as many as are necef- 
lary to take care of their buffaloes, which are numerous. This morning 
a woman fwam acrofs the river, which here was eight hundred yards 
wide, pulhing a balket before her. Mr. Alms fhot a turtle with a b.all, but 
our lervants told us, it would not be fafe to eat of it. We kept all night a 
regular watch. Another fmall tracking boat rode near our vcffcl, bound 
to Hilla, with three or four women, and perhaps twenty men they had 
two or three mulkets among them, and as many brace of piftols : at their 
coming to the Ihorc, they difeharged two loaded mufleets, in order to 
let the robbers know they were not unarmed, or off their guard. — Ad- 
vanced 12 miles to-day. No obfervation. 

At half after four in the morning, we began to track, the river very 
Terpentine and rapid : continued working till nine at night, when we made 
fall to the Ihore, got our ftools and table afliore, and kept a ftrift guard 
all night. Two or three Arabs with lances, came and made a great noife, 
and called in their cattle as if they were apprehenfive of lofing them •, we 
let them know, they had nothing to fear from us, unlels they fliould 
become troublelome themfelves i and on ordering them to go away, they 
complied. Got twenty-one miles to-day. Latitude by obfervation 32" ib' 
north. 

At half paft four in the m'orning, began to track. At eight palTed a 
village called AJfca, with mud houfes, encompalfed with a mud wall ; many 
Date and other fruit trees about it. On the oppofite fide of the river is 
another village, and a pleafant garden, called Tffidea. At eleven palfed 
a village to the right called V ena-haara, where is always a guard of foldiers : 
foon after, palfed another village on the fame fide, built of mud, named 
Zada ; the river water here, is Tomewhat cleaner than heretofore. At one 
in the afternoon, went by two villages on the right, one called Chilly the 
other Dulab', and at two came in fight of Hilla. Soon after, we palfed 
a river on our left called Romya, which at this place difeharges itfelf 
into the Euphrates. 

A little before four o’clock we got up pretty near to the governor of 
jfiilla's palace, fituated in that part of the town which Hands on the left, or 
Ibuth fide of the river. Our Sandal carrying no guns, we could only faliite 
with five bounces, their report however was equal to that of a four pounder. 
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We were foon ftirronnckd by a vtery numerous company of people, of t)oy5 
elpccially ; even the women, who came down to the river with their pitchers 
for water, fatisfied thtir curiofity by looking at us ; mofl of them had 
their faces half covered, many were comely, and of a pretty good 
complexion. The men in general were well made, fome are white, but 
moft of them tawny. We had been but a very little while near the^ 
Ihore, before one of the governor’s officers came to bid us welcome ; 
he fat with us on a ftool by the fide of the river, and took care the 
crowd ffiould not prefs upon us. In the mean time we fent by Mr. 
Hemet^ and our man Vertan^ Mr. Shazv^s letter, and another from Aly Aga \ 
they loon returned with the governor’s compliments, and an invitation for us 
to repair to the Seraglio \ an officer with a filver and high cap,, 

came alio to condud as. 

Notwithftanding it was the fall of the Ramazan^ and before fun-fet, we 
found the governor, Cheuder Aga^ ieated on a carpet in his porch, at the 
entrance of his palace, ready to receive us •, (he was about forty years old, 
and of the genteclell deportment) he bade us heartily welcome, thrice; told 
tis we ffioidci do him honour by taking up our abode at his houfe, exprefied 
his unfeigned forrow at the fatigues and difficulties we had palTed through, 
of which he faid he had been informed three days ago, hoped we 
ffiould reft well under his roof, and recover cur loft ftrength, and that wc 
might depend on every afliftance in his power. At our firft coming in, 
he obliged us immediately to feat oiirlelves on the fide of the porch, oppofire 
to him, where had been placed a carpet and cuffiions. The rules of the 
fall, were ftill larthcr difpenfed with, for coffee was brought to us, as foon 
as we were Icated. In the courfe of the interview, he faid, as every people 
had their different manners, and he could not but be a llranger to our’s, 
he muft defire the favour of us, while wc continued with him, to purfue 
our own inclinations in all things, but efpecially in what refpefted 
lefreffimcnts ; he ihoulcl therefore be glad if we would trouble ourlelves 
to direft his domcltics what fort of repaft they ffiould provide for our 
iupper. We replied to his civilities, but begged we might be admitted to 
be Icrved only with a plate of what was the ufual provifions of his family : 
upon his repeating his wilhes, weanfwered, ‘‘ nothing could be more accept- 
able than a common Pillaw^^' (boiled fowl and rice). We begged indeed the 
favour of being accommodated with a warm Bagnio^ which he immediately 
ordered to begot ready, and direded his attendants to be there in waiting with 
Sterlet^ i£c but before we went to the bath, he ordered his people to fhow 
us the apartments that were provided for us above ftairs. We then took our 
leave, each paying the other the moft obliging compliments they could think 
of; but the duik was very much our fuperior in this fort of converfation. 

Our rooms were the beft in the palace, lofty, with painted w'alls, a^d 
gothic arched roofs. We were accompanied to and from the Bagnio^ by 
an officer carrying a filvcr- headed ftaff. At our return to the Seraglio^ 
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we found fix or eight difhes placed upon our own table, with our ftools fet ^75^- 
round it ; and though the whole was drcfied after the Turkijh manner, it was 
by no means difagrceable to an Englijh palate. An intimation was alfo given 
to us, that the governor made it his particular requeft, that in regard to 
our liquors, we would be quite free and unreftrained. This was carrying 
his complaifance to a great height, confidering how very ftrid the regular 
T urks are on this article : we doubted at firft, whether we (hould fend for 
wine, but the governor having interrogated our domcftics, and learned our 
common practice, repeated his requell by a meflage fent on purpofe. 

Chouder Jga vvhilfl; we were at fupper, fat on a terrace at fome dillance with 
feveral of his principal officers : his trealurer accompanied us the whole 
evening, who eat, and would have drank wine with us alfo (as he whifpered 
to our interpreter) had he not been lurrounded by many obfei vers, who were 
aflembled to remark our cuftoms. At this repaft, both before and after fup- 
per we were careful to fay grace j the T urks thought it a very odd cuftom, 

I believe, for they talked to one another about it a good deal. We fat with- 
out hats while at our meal, and the trealurer, who feemed to have fome 
drollery, after we became a little familiar with one another, pulled off his 
Y" urban and fat uncovered too-, this afforded great merriment to the fpeeffators, 
and they all feemed greatly pleafed with our manner of eating, fo different from 
their own, for they never make ufe of knives and forks, chairs or tables. 

Soon after the cloth was taken away, a mefienger came for the treafurer ; 
he went, but prefently returned with the governor’s refpefls and a mel- 
fage, importing, that “ as it was his real wifli, we ihould be gay, and ufe 
his houfe as our own, and as it was probable his prefence might be a rc- 
ftraint upon us-, he therefore had taken the liberty (begging our pardon at 
the fame time) to withdraw himfelf to the Mufti's.^ merely to convince us, 
that what he had faid about our being free and unreftrained, proceeded 
from the very bottom of his heart, and he flattered himfelf, that we would 
•difplay our belief of his fincerity, by our adions.” Upon receiving 
this meffage, the bottle palled about very briflely-, the governor’s health 
was drank, and a chorus fong was fung. Among the lookers on, were two 
young gentlemen, fon and nephew to the governor, and for each of them 
a glafs of wine was ftolen, which they drank off in a private room. We 
had before this time, given in by an Aga, an inventory of Inch things as 
were neceffary for our journey to Baghdad ■, and the treafurer at his taking 
leave this evening, told us, that our beads, provifions, guards, &c. fhould 
be ready for us as foon as poffible in the morning ; for though the governor 
had given us the moft preffing invitation to fpend a few days with him, 
yet we excflfed ourfelvcs upon account of the hurry we were in, and the 
neceffity there was for our getting forwards. 

ft was five in the afternoon before our beads were loaded, and we ready >7* 

10 begin our journey. We had very handfome provifion made, both 
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1 758" for our breakfaft and dinner j and, in the morning, on the fuppofition we 
fiiould have gone earlier than we did, the governor again broke in on the 
rules of the Faft, and feated himfclf in his porch, with a defign of giving 
us an opportunity of taking our leave. Our whole party attended himj 
except myfelf who was greatly indilpofcd j but I afterwards learnt from 
them, that they were as much outdone in hyperbole of compliment at 
this fecond, as we all had been at our firfl. interview- The whole of 
our holt’s behaviour was fuch, as greatly to prejudice us in his fiivour, and 
we wanted only a proper prefent to fend him, as a grateful . acknowledgCT 
nient for his favours. We could not offer him money, confiftent with the 
inilruftions Mr. Shaw had given us, and of every thing elfe that was vaIu-‘ 
able we had dripped ourfelves ziKarec.. At laft our good friend Mr. Hemet 
fpared us a white Staid, made of fine goats hair from Carminia, and worn 
much in habits by the Turks of falhion ; it’s value was about fixteen zechins 
or eight guineas : this, with an handfome apology, was fent by one 
of his domeftics, who foon returned with his mafter’s compliments, and 
“ That he hoped we were convinced, the trifling fervices which he had 
“ done us, proceeded altogether from the refped he had for our chai 
“ rafters, and trom his friendlhip to Mr. Shaw ; thefe were his only me- 
“ lives, for endeavouring to become ufcful to us in our long and weari- 

- “ fome journey : that he had done nothing with an interefled view, and he 

“ flattered himfclf we would do him the juftice to believe it 5 that the 
“ prefent which we had been fo kind as to make him, with fuch an obliging 
“ apology, was the more acceptable to him, as it was greatly expreflive 
“ of our fatisfaftion in his conduft : that he made not the leaft difficulty- 
“ therefore in accepting of, and was infinitely obliged to us for it.” Such 
was the complaifant and polite behaviour of this Turkijh governor, which, 
to fay the leafl, did honour not only to himfclf, but to liis country. ' 

At five this afternoon, we crolfed the Euphrates on a bridge of about 5& 
boats, attended by five T'urkijh cavalry, taking our route for Baghdad. We 
made up a little Caravan of fifteen camels, thirteen horfemen well armed, 
fix mules and alfes, befides our proper fervants. Soon after leaving 
the tov.'n of Hilla (wliich is pretty large, but bad buildings, and firuated 
on both fides of the river) we came upon a fandy plain, and travelled a 
north-well: courfe, meeting in our way feveral hot blafts from t\\Q Defer t : 
at ten o’clock Vv'e arrived at a poor village called MahouhKaury, about 
k/uKv. twelve miles from Hilla-, but being told the houfes were dirty, and full of 
vermin, we fpread our carpets and bedding on the ground •, trufting , to the 
clouded canopy of heaven, while the foldiers kept a good look-out. 'I'he 
wind blew frelh the greatell part of the night, and as there vwere hills of 
faiid very near us, accumulated by the. winds of the neighbouring Defert„ 
our bedding was well covered with it. When I rofe in the morning, 1 was 
greatly uiiheflcd with tliirll, pain in the bowels, and a bilious Diarrhcea \ for- 
tunately, we got here Ibme good milk, both at night, and in the morn- 
ing. 

At 
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At half pad five this morning, we refumed our march, the wind blowing 
frefh and cold ; we travelled at the rate of near three miles an hour, and — v— » 

at ten reached the Caravanferah of Efcandreau •, a flrufture erecfted for the pfc^i'jrca* 
convenience of all travtjllers * : but our guards would not let us enter, it Carrlvaii-' 
was ib filthy, they therefore fpread carpets for us in a poor man’s houfe juft feraii. 
oppofite to it, and there we lay down to reft. Our camels, fervants, and 
baggage, which had been hitlterto behind, but with orders to go on, palled us 
about eleven ; and at twelve at noon, we were called upon to follow them ; 
but finding on enquiry, that they went no farther this evening than the 
next ftage, where they would continue till midnight, and that we could 
eafiiy overtake them, we determined to tarry here, until the heat of the day 
was over ; and lent all but one of our Eiirkijh foldiers, as an efcort to the 
baggage. 

At a little before four in the afternoon, we mounted a quarter after fix, 
came up with our camels, which had been put into a large Caravanjerab at Ilon.i Cara- 
the entrance of Hcrta, a fmall miferable village, with only five or fix poor '■inii.r.ih. 
families in it. This public place of reft for travellers was in very good 
order, and large enough to receive five hundred men, befides a great many 
beads. The man in waiting at the Caravanfernh^ fupplied us with ftraw and 
water for our cattle ; the water is nor good, therefore travellers always 
bring fome with them for their own ufe, as we did. i got fome goats milk 
here, which was very acceptable, not having been able to eat any thing 
but milk, fince the firft evening we were at Hilla. I was much harrafled 
to-day with a Dyfentery, attended with third. Our courfe from Kfcandrec.ti 
to this Caravatiferah has been about N. E. We palfed many travellers ; 
the road is broad and good, the country flat, and hath many paths or 
tracks of camels, &c. but no cultivation in fight. This is faid, and fup- 
pofed to be the plain in the land of Shinar, where Baly ion once flood. We 
walked up to a little eminence, where we faw a vaft quantity of broken 
bricks and fome cement. 

We met with an uncommon field-moufe here of a very light-grey colour, 
its feet much longer than the feet of our mice, with a fmall long tail, 
ending broad, and forked like a trident : feveral of our company endeavour- 
ed to catch it, but the creature was fo fleet and quick in it’s turnings, that 
it efcaped them, and hid itfelf in a hole in the ground, d'his road indeed 
abounds in holes, and about them are a great ’.liany green birds, in frze aiui 
make like a fwallow : I firft thought, that in thefe little burrows, thole 


* The eaftern nations feem always to have had a peculiar difpofitian to the offices of hu - 
manity. Their manner of keeping houfe was generally near a highway, purprritjy for the 
relieving of travellers ; thepatriarchs in the Old Tellament fit at thcii gates to fee thofe who pals 
by, and entreat them to enter into their houfes. This cordial manner of invitation is particu^ 
larly deferibed in the iSth and 19th chapter of Qenefu, it is yet a piece of charity frequent 
will) jhe lurks to wCt Qaruvanjerahi or inns, for the reception oi travellers.” 

Pqpe’s JVoUs on Homer’s Iliad, Book vi. 
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iy-?y, birds roofled, or perliaps, built their nefts; but going farther on, I fawfome 
V— 4 -^ land-crabs, which inclined me to think, that the holes belonged to the 
crabs, and that the birds hovxred about them for food. I hcie is a (hrub 
here of about two feet high, the leaves of which in make and tafte arc 
like the famphire ; alio a Imaller fhrub which produces cotton. We travelled 
about 20 miles to-day : courfe N. i E. 

At one in the morning, we rofe, and began to pack up our bedding; 
the camels that carried the other baggage, had been loaded by our fervants 
about midnight : At two, we fet out in company with fome additional 
and Tw'ks^ who with their loaded mules and afies, took up their lodg- 
ing laft night, within the fame hofpitable walls. At five v/e reached another 
Aznup C:ira- Cay^rjanfernh in the village of ylzaup ; here we got coffee, and two quarts 
vanfenh. gQQ^ from the goats : this morning, the air was fo (harp, 

that I was glad to exchange my Camaline with Jenkins^ for his thick 
Hujj'ar cloak. At this place we found a fire ready to make our cofiee, 
and were refreflhed by (landing before it. Here, one of my friends was 
greatly hurt, by Seeing one or two pretty women employed like horfes or 
afies (as he in his tendernefs expreffedic) drawing water from a well*, though 
even in England^ wg often lee offices equally laborious and much* more 
fervile, performed by women. Befides, the drawing of water in all ages, 
and over all Afia^ appears to have been the bufincfs of women ; Homer 
fpcaks of princeifes drawing water from iprings, and waflfmg with their own 
hands, the linnen of their reipective families. We know that the woman 
of Samaria^ who met Jeftis at JacoFs well, came upon this very errand, 
and we have not the leaft intimation given us that it was deemed an hard- 
Ihip. But if the female is fo bad off in this country, hard alfo is the def- 
tinj^df the poor Trackers ! who, exclufive of the continual fears they arc 
under of being devoured by lions and other wild beads, mud drag like 
horfes, through briars, budies, water, mud, rufhes, (sfc. and this too in 
the coldcd fcafon, and the darked night. Such is really their cafe, and there 
is no poffibility of avoiding it, cfpecially when they are in the fervice of a 
Turkljh galley. 

We did not tarry above half an hour at this Caravanferah^ but proceeded 
on after our camels j about this village the country is pleafant, we faw a 
great deal of wheat growing, and large numbers of cattle grazing. About 
fix we difeovered the Minarets of the Mofqties in Baghdad^ whofe dilc of 
building is not much unlike the monument at London. 

For a few miles, on both fides of the read, were many flocks of ffieep, 
herds of goats, and other cattle, as well as large fpots bearing wheat; 
the foil all along is good, and wants only a little indudry to cultivate 
and improve it. The didance between the Tygris and Euphrates here, we 
were told, is not more than fix or feven miles, confcquently by letting in 
the water from thofe two rivers, the whole might be made extremely 
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fruitful. For many miles back, a plain open conntrv and dill 

continues gently to afcend, forming a banging level, the Ivr:;u'[V part bcir.g 
towards Baghdad. At feven v/e took notice of a building our left ; and 
having been before apprifed of it’s firuation, we had no difficulty in deter- 
mining it to be, what here paffes for the ruins of t!ie tower of DaheL By 
the afflftance of an interpreter, I queftioned our "^I'arkijh ibldiers on ilvis 
fubjc(5t, who anfwcrcd it was Nimrod's tower. They laid alfo, upon my 
pretending to know nothing of Nhnrod., that he was onre a king of riio 
country, but long befcrc their Prophet or our Propheds time ; that lie 
declared war againff the God of heaven, and in liis foolilhnels and pride, 
built this tower, with intention to get to heaven, and make war with tlie 
Almighty : but he found himlelf deceived, for God confounded him ami 
his machinations^, by rending the building with the breatli of his mouth ; 
and that this ruin had been permitted to remain as a lafting monument of 
the folly of man^ and of the power of God. We queftioned the loldiers 
alfo about the confufion of languages, but of tfiat they appeared ro be to* 
tally ignorant ^ concluding however that we n;ight have all our enquiries 
anfwered by thofe who were acquainted with the old Perfran boolts, where 
all the particulars of this remarkable ftory were fully related. 

At about a league diftance from the city we obferved an handfome large 
green tent, with two fmall ones v as we drew nigher to them, \ytoPurhs 
mounted on very handfome light grey horfrs, ricldy capariloned, rode to- 
wards us full fpeed, lliewing their dex'crity in the G freed. Upon their 
coming near u$, they flopped, made their SAeaWy and gave us to unch r- 
ftand, that they came from thofe tents, and were in the fervice of Mr, 
Garden and Cojee Raphael., by whom they were ordered ro wait there ^or 
our reception. We rode towards the teni'^, difmounted, and entered the 
Jargeft, the ground of which was covered with a carpet. An A'gik or 
fmoking tube, and coffee, were immediately brought us, and one of the 
^urks galloped towards the towit to inform liis mailers of our arrival, li u 
both the .gentlemen appeared very loon, and on their coming into the rent, 
were fo obliging as to make many apologies for their abllnce at our alight- 
ing, it having been entiredy owing to an accident they met with upon the 
Eoad. 

It was lucky for us that Mr. DoAge dlfpatchcd a letter to Mr. Garden 
from Hafca., otherwife he would before now h.ave kfr Baghdad., aiuh 
been on his way to Bajfora. He appears to be an accomplilhed young 
gentleman, and had been a writer in the company’s Icrvicc ai: Bombuj ; was 
lately appointed fecond at BaJJbra., and is at prelent engaged in bulinefs of 
confequence at Baghdad. Cojee Raphael is an Armenian merchant, a chrif- 
tian, who with many others of his religion, and profelfion, was obliged to 
retire from Perjia on account of ids troubles : in Mr. Garden's abfence, tins 
gentleman tranfafts all the buffnefs with the BaJIja and the merchants here, 
on. account of Mr. Shaiv. Thcfe two gentlc.uen, after having received us 
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in the moft . hofpitable manner, perfuaded us to fpend the heat of the day 
in the tent, which was placed dole to the edge of the river Tygris : we did, 
and except myielf (who was too ill to partake of any thing but milk) 
all were merry, and dined very comfortably on the carpet, where was placed 
an excellent cold entertainment. 

By the advice of thefe gentlemen, our party Rripped themfelves of their 
^Turbans^ and every part of their country drefs, and put on hats and other 
Ew^opean habits. Now a little of the finery lent back to Bombay from 
Karcc^ was wifhed for, I was apprehenfive of catching cold, and therefore 
rode towards the city with my ///^/r-cloak and Turban, Before we got to 
Bagkdad,^ we pafled over a creek on a ftone bridge of four or five arches ; 
very many were the fpeclators here, and much their furprize, on feeing 
fo mmy Frengees,^ or Franks,, (the general name throughout all Turky iox 
Europeans) and by the plealure which appeared in the countenance of the 
boys, it feemed they had never been fo agreeably entertained before. The 
hat, the hair differently drefied, wig, coat, and every part of our habits 
and accoutrements, even the horfe>whip and European laddies, were all mat- 
ters of curiofity to men as well as boys ; and yet not the lead kind of in- 
civility pafled from any one of them. Such a number were never feen here 
before in European dreffes, for the few who tarry any length of time, 
put themfelves into the Turkiflj h2)E\t\ but this would have been very im- 
prudent in us, on account of our fhort ftay, and of the great expence; two 
complete and genteel fuits would not have coft lefs than near an hundred 
pounds. From the want of them however we are to be in a manner 
prifoners, for our polite countryman Mr. Garden w^ould not have us 
degrade the Englijh name (which is here in high repute) by going 
into the ftreets on foot, and our horfe-furniturc at prefent is much too 
mean to appear with ; fo that only one or two of us at mofl: can go out 
properly mounted at a time, that is, with managed horfes, gayly capari- 
foned with trappings of gold or filver all over their heads and crefts, very 
rich laced or embroidered faddle cloths, gilt or filver ftirrups, &c. &c. 
The Turk never rides with a whip, he either has a ftick for ger ceding,, or 
fpear for acflual war 

About 


* The Gereedh an exercife, which con fids in a man’s dextroufly throwing a lance at an an- 
tagonirt, and avoiding at the fame time that thrown againft himfelf. This is always done on 
horfe-back, and at full fpeed, the rider throwing himfelf, when in danger, under the horfe’s 
belly, or under the cover of his fide, ever keeping himfelf from falling, by an expert ufe of 
the foot which is dill retained in one of the dirrups, and by taking hold with his hands of 
the horfe’s mane, the girth, or feme other part of the faddle furniture. As foon as he finds 
that he has eluded his adverfary’s lance, he throws himfelf upon the horfe’s back again, and 
rides after the weapon, which jud before had been diredled at him. This he contrives to 
fnatch from off the ground, even while his horfe is in full career, and then in his turn pur- 
ines and attacks his enemy with it. Thus the combat continues, until one or other ii 
llruck, and fuppofed to be killed, wounded, or taken prifoncr. When this manoeuvre is only 
•performed in fport, they make ufe of a dick, indead o: a lance. It is the principal mar- 
rial exercife, and they greatly pride themfelves in doing it expertly. Their hories are in com- 
mon. 
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About five in the evening, we entered the old town, or that which lies 
weft of the 'Tygris. We palled the river by a bridge of thirty-nine boats, 
floored with Date trees, flags, horfe-dung, and flime or mud it is very 
badly railed. This bridge brought us to the new city, on the eaft of the 
river. Both cities are built with bricks, and mud ; this on the eaft fide is 
walled round. The public buildings are better than thofe of Bajfora but 
the beft would be efteemed unfit for a private gentleman of a thoufand 
pounds a year in England. The ftreets are very narrow, the Bazars long, 
generally roofed in the gothic tafte, but fome which have been lately re- 
paired or rebuilt, are only clumfily covered with Dij/f trees, and mud : holes 
are left in the roof at certain diftances, for the admittance of light and air. 
At fix we got to Mr. Garden'^ houfe. Soon after, I drank fome milk, and 
went to bed, not a little fatigued. 

The following are the refpedlive diftances of the principal 
on the Euphrates^ between Bajfora and Baghdad, 

From Bajfora to Coma — — — . 

Eyqxw Coma to Cota — — — — 

From Cota to Semava ~ — — — » 

From Semava to Lembloon ~ — — - 

From Lembloon to Hafca — - — — — 

From Hafca to Hilla — — — — 

From Hilla to Baghdad, — — — — 

Total — 

jnon, about fourteen hands, or fourteen and a half high, handfome, light, and fpirited. 
They never dock their tails, and it is reckoned a difgrace fur a gentleman or foldier to mount 
a gelding or a mare. 


place?, lying 

Miles. 

75 

69 

147 

(>5 

31 

52 

50 

489 
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CHAP. iir. 


Account of thofe noxious hlafts called Samiels. — Defcription of a Takht Revan. 
— Account of Baghdad. — Anecdotes of Solyman the governor, and of Selim 
Baflu of Courdiftan. — Military Jlrcngth of Baghdad. — Obfervations on the 
Turks. — Defcription of three ancient ruins called Tauk Keflera, Kurman 
Shah, and Nimrod’j Tower. 


T O our great mortification the Aleppo Caravan had le/t Baghdad twenty 
days before our arrival. This was a melancholy piece of news to 
every one of us, but efpecially to me, on account of my ill ftace of health. 
The weather was already too warm, and the profpefb before us of waiting 
ftill longer before we could begin our journey over the Defert, could not 
fail to make us very uneafy. Our old friend Mr. Hemet ufed his utmoft 
endeavours to prevail upon me not to leave this place till the month of Octo- 
ber •, he urged my prefent bad ftate of health, the increafing heat of the wea- 
ther, but above all the danger of our meeting with thofe noxious blalls, cal- 
led in the Arabian language Santiels } hot and fudden gufts of wind, to which 
travellers are expofed in pafling the Defert of Arabia ; by fome fuppofed 
to be the deftruflive Eajl Wind mentioned in Job, and fome of the Pro- 
phets. They fometimes blow about the middle of June, but more 
frequently in the months of July and Augujl, when they commonly bring 
inftantaneous death to every man and bead that happens to ftand with his 
face towards them. Providentially, a certain though Ihort warning of their 
approach is given, by a fenfible alteration of the air. When this is per- 
ceived, all travellers, together with their horfes, camels, l^c. muft, as the 
only means of fafety lie proftrate with their faces to the ground, and their 
feet towards the Samiel, and thus continue till it is pafled. This peftilential 
vapour flies fwift, and commonly does not expand itfelf far -, it’s dreams 
are of no great breadth, fo that travellers at a few miles didance from each 
other are expofed to different Samiels, and fome are fo fortunate as entirely 
to efcape them *. 

This 

• This hot wind, peculiar to the Defert of Arabia, is called in the Arabian language, Sa- 
mel ; it blows over the Defert in the months of July and Auguft, from the N. W. quarter, and 
ibrnetimts it continues. with all it’s violence to the very gates of Baghdad,, but never affedls 

any 
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This morning we were vifited by many Armenian Italian mer- * 758- 
chants ; our future journey naturally became the fubjefl; of converfation, 
and there were as many different opinions as there were men ; however, all 
agreed with Mr. Hemet, that unlefs we could fet off at fartheff, by the mid- 
dle of June, we muff find the Defert extremely diftrclTing, and very dan- 
gerous. One or two propofed our going by the way of Moful and Diarbekir ■, 
from which laft place we might eafily get either to Aleppo or Conjlanti- 
nople. They told us, it was almoft certain, that at Moful we Ihould join 
the great Caravan, which left Baghdad about three weeks ago for that city, 
Diarbekir, and 'Tocat, but would be obliged to wait at Moful twenty days ; 
they propofed we fliould make it known that we w'ere to take that route, 
as the merchants would gladly embrace the opportunity, and fit out a 
Caravan to join us, and thereby we fhould mutually ftrengthen and affill 
each other. We objefted, that this would be a tedious method; they re- 
plied, that we might travel by ourfclves, and with entire fafety, pro- 
vided we took the Bafha'% paffport with us, and a proper officer to fee that 
the orders contained in it were put in execution. The Italian merchant 
Michael, affured us that travelling thus, we might reach Conftantinople, or, 
as the Turks all it, Stamboul, in thirty-five days. The thoughts of avoiding 

any body within the walls. Some years It docs not blow at all, and in others, it appears fiv, 
eight, or ten times, but feldom continues more than a few minutes at a time. It often palTes 
with the apparent quicknefs of lightning. 

The Arabians and Perfiansy who are acquainted with the appearance of the fky, at or near 
the rime thib wind arifeth, have warning of it’s approach by a thick haze, which appears like 
a cloud of dufl arifing cut of the horizon ; and they immediately upon this appearance, 
throw themfclvcs, w'iih their faces to the ground, and coiuiiiue in that pofition till the wind 
is pafled, which frequently happens almoil inllantaneous ; but if, on the contrary, they are 
not careful or brifk etiough to take this precaution, which is fometimes the cafe, -and they get 
the fuU force of the w'ind, it is inilant dcatli. 

The above meihod- is the only one which they take to avoid the cflei^ls of this fatal bl.all ; 
and when it is over, they get up and look round them for their companions, and, if they fee 
any one lying nioiionlcfs, they take hold of an arm or leg, and pull and jerk it with fome 
force ; and if the limb thus agitated feparates from the body, it is a certain fign that the wifid 
has had it’s full effect ; but if, on the contrary, the arm or leg does not come away, it is 
a fure fign there is life remaining, although to every outward appearance the perfon is dead ; 
and in that cafe, they immediately cover him or them with cloaths, and adminifler fome warm 
diluting liquor to c-iufc a pei foiratlon, which is certainly, but ilowly brought about. 

The Arabs themfclves can fay little or nothing about the nature of this wind, onlv that it 
always leaves behind it a very ilrong fulphureous fmell, and that the air at rhefe time:; is quite 
clear, except about the horizon, in the N. W. quarter, before obferved, which gives wanting 
of it’s approach. 

I have not been able to learn whether the dead bodies are fcorchecl, or diffolved into a kind 
of gelatinous fubllance ; but from the ftories 1 have heard, there has been frequent reafon to 
bel ieve the latter; and in that cafe, I fhould attribute fuch fatal effcCls rather to a noxious va- 
pour, than to an abfolute and excefTive heat. The ftory of it’s going to the gates of Baghdad 
and no farther, may be rcafonably enough accounted for, if the etFe6ts are attributed to a poi* 
fonous vapour, and not an exccflive hear. 

The above-mentioned wind, Samiely is fo well known in the neighbourhood of Baghdad and 
Bajora, that the very children fpeak of it with dread. 

Letter from an officer in the fer^vice of the Eaft India company to a 
friend in London^ Annual Regiftcr, 1766, 

N n 2 
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thtDefert., and feeing the Metropolis of the Ottomdh cmpife," were drcumftanctfs 
ycry flattering to us : with avidity we adopted the propofal, but Out pleafure 
was of Ihort duration ! others pofitively declaring, that the country through 
which we were to pafs, was ftill in the utmofl: diftrefs for want of provifions ;• 
that a fatal ficknefs had taken place in confcquence of the famine ; befides 
which, there was at prefent a civil war in Moful^ and the whole country 
about it extremely infefted with robbers from the Sanjac mountains, there- 
fore it would be imprafticable to travel without a large Caravan. After ai 
calculation of time had been made, it appeared that it would take two months 
before we could reach Stamboul, fo the fcheme of Michael dropped. 

T wo reverend fathers, Fidelk an Italian., and Ange a Frenchman, paid us 
this morning allb a vifit, with the compliments of Emanuel the Roman 
bilhop of Babylon, and of the French conful at Baghdad •, who congratulated 
us on our fafe arrival, acknowledged the receipt of Monf. Perdria's letter, 
and aflfured us of his lordlhip being devoted to our fervice. The fathers 
could determine nothing fully in refped to our future journey -, all ways 
were ftated, and each appeared to have great difficulties. We therefore 
haftened to vifit the bifliop, in hopes he would be able to help us to fix on 
feme decifive method. We found him a lively, well-bred, fenfible man, be- 
tween fifty and fixty years of age; very communicative, wilhing to advife us 
for the beft, but open enough to declare, he hardly knew how. He men- 
tioned a common faying in France, Be cautious how you give advice in what 
relates to marriages, or journies, and then faid, notwithftanding the prudence 
of the maxim in general, in the prefent cafe he would deliver his fenti- 
ments with all freedom. He told us a piece of news juft come to town, 
of a Caravan having been robbed between Moful and Diarhekir ; he ex- 
prefied his apprehenfions of the rifk we fliould run from the heat, and the 
peftiferous wind of the Defert, provided we did not fet out by the tenth 
or twelfth of next month at fartheft; but feemed to think, that if we could 
get away by that time, and would be at the expence of litters, or as they 
are called here Fakht Revans, or moving thrones, we might perform our 
journey without any great degree of danger or fatigue. 

As this was not a time for us to think much about faving money, we 
confented to the propolal ; and as 2, Jew was then fitting out a I'mall Caravan 
for Aleppo, and faid it fhould depart in eight or ten days without fail, and 
with it would go an Arab conduftor of good charafter, well-known to 
Mefl'rs. Shaw and Garden, we now feemed refolved to accompany him. The 
bilhop promifed us to look out for one of thofe litters, recollefting that a 
Turk of his acquaintance feme little time before purchafed fuch a thing for 
an intended religious journey. 

May 21. The Bilhop returned our vifit this morning, accompanied by father 
Fidelle ; he apologifed for putting it off fe long, faying, he was prevented 

from 
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from waiting upon us laft night, having been on the look-out for the Takht 1758* 
Revan, but the T urk had parted with it, for a journey to Mecca. v— 


The Jrab conduftor of the intended expedition, whofe name is Halil 
Swylem, was alfo with us this morning, and promifed to fet off with his 
little Caravan in eight days at fartheft, as the Jew's goods were daily ex- 
pefted from Bajfora. We had a great deal of Converfation, and at la(t, 
by the affiftance of Mr. Garden, ilruck a bargain with him on the following 
conditions. 


Five Camels for the carriage of ftores in twenty-one bafkets. Four Camels 
for fourteen portmanteaus, three of which arc common Englijh ones, the 
others are made of canvas, with our bedding, linen, and a tent. Six 
Camels for water for ourfelves and fervants, who (including the two country 
Chriftians) make up ten peribns. Three horfes, and two mules. One Camel 
for carrying corn for the beads. One Camel for carrying two covered cradles 
on its back, for the occafional relief of our European fervants. One Camel 
for carrying a clafp table, fix clafp ftools, a tent, eighteen poles, and pins, 
a necefifary tent, and other little matters. 

Piaftres. 

For eighteen Camels, at 50 piaftres each — — — joo 

For as many Camels or Mules as ftiall be neceflary to carry two 
Takht Revans, each to hold two perfons — — 500 

Total — 1400 

It was alfo agreed between us and our Aral conduftor, that in confidera- 
tion of the above fourteen hundred piaftres, he ftiall do his utmoft to bring 
us fafe to Aleppo ■, that he ftiall himfelf difeharge all contingent expences 
to the feveral Sheicks of the Arabs whom we might chance to meet with 
and we are not to be called on for money for foldiers, or on any other 
account whatfoever refpefting the journey. — If at our arrival at Aleppo, 

Halil Stvylcm ftiall have deferved it, then at our pleafure, to prefent him with 
a drefs or two. He is alfo to find fervants for the care, of our cattle, who 
.ire to pitch and ftrike our tents, and do all other offices, except that of 
dreffiiig our viduals; the faid is alfo to provide us withfrwel* and 
water. 

Nothing particular happened. ^ay 22. 

Mr. Doidge was very bufy to-day in finiftiing a promifed draught of the May 23. 
windings of the river Euphrates from Bajfora to Hilla, for Aly Aga governor 
of Hafca. 


• The fewel to be met with on the De/a t, chiefly conflfls of camels dung, and fometlmes 
a fmall llirub, 

Wc 



We were now very uneafy at the Jew't goods not being arrived, and 
the more fo, as it was hinted to us, that his Caravan will not be ready to 
fet out for at lead: a month, which would render it unfafe for us to 
proceed. 

In the afternoon we paid the bifhop a fccond vifit, and prayed Mr. Garden 
to fend to the Jew merchant, revoking an order before given him, to pay 
the Jrab on our account, fourteen hundred piaftres. About leven in the 
evening we heard from our 'Terrace the report of two fmall cannon, and a 
little after eight the Jew came and acquainted us that his goods were arrived. 
"We told him our apprehenfions ; he declared that he Ihould have his 
merchandife all ready to put on the Camels in three or four days, and after 
that it would reft with Habil Swylem to lade, difpatch and depart : which 
he heartily wifhed on his own account, as well as ours, could be the follow- 
ing day, as till then, the expence of keeping three hundred Camels would 
be a great drawback on the merchant’s profit. We found he had already 
advanced the Arab eight hundred piaftres on our account, but we defired him 
to ftop liis hand. 

Habil Swylem came to us this morning with the Jew merchant ; the firft 
promifed to enter into a written agreement, that if he does not go hence 
in ten days, he will repay the fourteen hundred piaftres on demand, and 
the contraift at our pleafure ftiall be void ; we commiflioned the Jew to 
get this agreement, and the whole of our former contraft with the Araby 
committed to paper in the Arab's own language, and figncd by him. 

Cojee Raphael ordered a Takht Revan to be brought for our infpeflion ; 
we found it too fhort, and too little in every refpeift for our purpofe, but 
the bilhop fent us carpenters to make new ones out of the wood. that Mr. 
Carden had bought for the occafion : each is to be large enough to hold 
two perfons, and is to be fix feet long, four broad, and five in height, arched 
at the top wdth thin boards, over which we purpofe to put hides, the better 
to Ihelter us from the fun ; the fides are to be letticed for the convenience of 
admitting air; the infide is to be lined with green linen, and the machines 
are to be fixed upon two poles, and carried by two mules. 

The conveniences for travelling in Turky are confined to the Takht Re- 
van, Cap;e, or Cradle, horfes, afles, and camels. Takht Revans we are 
informed, are only allowed to people of the firft rank, unlefs on very par- 
ticular occafjons, fuch as a journey to Mecca, l£c. — The Kahier, or prime 
minifter’s wife at Baghdad, had lately one made for her own ule ; but foon 
.alter it was finillied, Ihe received a meflage with the Haram's * compliments, 
defiring to be informed what vehicle was now left by which it was poftiblc 

• Hsrttm is ufed either for the Bapa'i chief wife, or for the place where his wives rclide. 
Harram, fignifies prohibited, or unlawful in refpedt to men. 

7 for 
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for the Baflja'i. lady to manifeft the fuperiority of her rank over the A'tfy&zVr’s 
wite; and intimating, that if flie was unacquainted with ary other method 
for keeping up the diftinftion between them, (as the llar'am herfelf con- 
feffed fhe wholly was) it would be efteemed obliging in her to lay afide 
all thoughts of making ufe of the Takht Revan flic had ordered to be 
built. — The compliance of the Kahier's lady was unavoidable, and pro- 
bably fo was her mortification. 


1758. 


Our friend Mr. Hemet came and excufed himfelf, for having been three days May 25, 
abt'ent, owing chiefly becaule he could not walk the Ifreets in an European 
habit, without infults from the boys ; on which account, and as he is deter- 
mined not to move his family hence till Ottuber^ he is preparing for himfelf 
a country habit. The Arab told us yefterday, he would be ready to leave 
this place with our party in a very few days, if we thought fit-, and advifed 
our advancing as far as Aet, a place feme few leagues on the other fide of the 
Euphrates, and there wait for the coming up of his Caravan : he propofed 
this, he faid, as a means of our getting pall the moll dangerous part of the 
■whole journey, in rcTpeft to the Samiel wind. Taking the thing for granted, 
we feemed to relilh the fcheme, but the bifliop who p'aid us a vilit this 
morning unattended, difluaded us from it, faying there was no more danger 
between this place and Act, than between that and Aleppo ; and he hoped, 
if Swylem kept his word, or even if he fhould not exceed above five or fix 
days of his time, we might with the precautions already taken, go on hap- 
pily enough but was altogether for our flaying till the Caravan let off, .left 
after our departure, the condudlor, though reckoned a good fort of man 
in his way, fhould play us fome flippery trick. 

The afternoons arc very hot now in the city •, the ftreets are fo narrow, 
and the walls fo high, that the common houfes are quite fuft'oeating. That 
which we live in, has a very comfortable hall, five feet below the ground. 

This evening was very pleafant, we fpent it as we do all others with our 
agreeable holl on the Eerrace. He fleeps there in the night, but none of us 
have as yet followed his example. I am now, Deo gratias ! quite well : but 
my dear friend Mr. Doidge is iomewhat indifpofed-, he coughs and fpits, which 
makes me fear it to be the firft attack of a confumption. 

Mr. Garden had a prefent fent him from the Seraglio of two pounds of 
Ghee, brought from the Perp.an mountains, diflance fix days journey. We 
are at prefent fupphed with pretty good apples and apricots from fome 
gardens which are fituated by the fide of the river near llilla ; and in thofe 
gardens are vines, date, and other fruit trees grapes and plumbs will be 
ripe in a few days. Our table is furnilhed with plenty of cucumbers, and 
berenjoles •, but cabbages are paft, fo are beans and peas : the river affords 
filh, but they are not firm. 


Mr. 
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Mv.AIms and I rofe at four this morning, and took a ride round both 
V — ' towns, accompanied by the birtiop and Mr. Garden. We were about an 
Nia;, zb. jjQur and three ejuarters in compalling tlie old town, which we' judged to 
be near five miles in circumference ; tlie other, which lies on the eail fide 
of the and is not quite fo large, took us up an hour and fifteen 

minutes. I'he bifliop thinks they both contain about four hundred and 
fifty thoufand fouls. He was not clear as to the prccife time when they 
were built; but what is called the new town, is lefs ancient than the other*. 
When the emperor Amnrath took Baghdad from the Perftans., he fet about 
fortifying this part. It is furrounded with a good wall, with many turrets, 
and a parapet for mufleetry ; it has alio, at certain diftances, nine baftions, 
each mounting eight brafs guns, but in bad order, and of irregular fizes, 
procured from the Portuguese fettlements in the gulph of Perfia ; fome 
were call in Germany, fome in Perfia, and others in Holland. His lord- 
fiiip told me, he believed there might be in the city, mounted, or on 
the ground, one hundred and fifty cannon. Before the wall is a good 
ditch, and an indifferent glacis; the ditch is dry, unlefs in a fmall part, 
where fome water remains from the laft rains, in which we obferved the 
Purks to be waflfing their linen : this accounts for the miferable colour 
of our’s waflied at Baghdad. Through this ditch a conftant run of water 
might eafily be brouglit from the river, had the Turks the lead inclination 
t© add to the ftrength of the place, or rather were they not fo extremely 
indolent, and inattentive to their own fecurity ; and yet, inconfiderable as 
the fortifications of Baghdad are, the famous Nadir Shah, or Kuly Khan, 


• Prideaux in his conneftion of the Old and New Tellament has fatisfaflorily cleared up 
this point. 

“ Perchance, fays he, the giving of the name of Babylon to was that which gave 

rife to the prefent viilgnr error, that now fituated in tlie very place, where formerly old 

Babylon flood. For when Baghdad was firft built, it truly was upon the fame plat of ground, 
where formerly ISeleuciaj or new Babylon Hood. For as old Babylon was exhaufted by Seleucia^ 
fo afterwards was hcleuda by Cte/tphon and Almadayeny and the fe two again hy Baghdad \ it 
being the humour of the princes of thofc ages, to build new cities to be monuments of their 
names, and to defolate old ones in the neighbourhood for the peopling of them. By this 
means Sdcuda being reduced to defolation, as well as Babylon^ at the time when Ahu Jaafar 
Almatijur, Caliph or emperor of the Saracens, begun his reign (which was in the year of our 
Lord feven hundred and fifty-. four) it had nothing upon it but the cell of a chrillian mopk, 
called Dady and a garden joining to it. hVom whence it had the name of Baghdad^ that is, in 
the language of that country, the Garden of Dad, And upon this place was the city firfi built, 
which hath ever fince been called by this name of Baghdad. For the fame Alman/ur homg 
jefolved, out of difiike to Hajhemia, where his prcdecellbr before refided, to build him a new 
city, to be the capital feat of his empire, chofe that place for it where this garden lay, and 
there in the year of our Lord 762, erefted this city upon the very foundations on which 
formerly Seleucia had Hood, on the weft fide of the Tygrd. But not long after it was tranf- 
lacedover to the other fide, and there it at prefent ftands, above the place where Ctefphon was 
formerly fituated on the fame fide of the river, that is, on the eaftern fide ; and that which was 
firft built on the wefiern fide, is now no more than a fuburb to it. This city, from the reign 
of Alrnan/ur, was for many years the capital of the Saracen empire, and ftill remains a place 
of great note in the ealL But they are much miftaken, who think it the fame with old Babylon. 
For that was upon the Euphrates^ but Baghdad is upon the Tygrisy at the dillancc of forty miles 
from the place, where that old city ftood.” Prideaux, Baob viih 

although 
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a^lhough he fat down before it twice with a very numerous army, and threw 1758. 
feveral hundred ihells into the city, could not mailer it. The wall all 
round is full of loop-holes for mufketry, and has in its infide, little cham- 
bers or lodgments for the foldiers. From the bottom of the ditch to the 
top of the wall is about forty feet : the Defert comes quite up to the foot 
of the glacis. 

The bifliop remembers, that about twenty-five years ago, the rivers 
Euphrates and Tygris were fo overflown, that the whole country between 
them appeared as one large fea and over all the plain between this city and 
Hillay people could pafsonly in boats : the water flowed quite up to the gla- 
cis, the ditch was full, the city alfo overflown, and the foundation of moft of 
the buildings hurt; th ee hundred houles were entirely deftroyed. To pre- 
vent as much as polTible fuch a thing from happening again, the Turks take 
care now to face the foundation wall of their houfes, with a compofition 
of charcoal, afhes, and Ecmar (a fort of bitumen.) 

The land towards the Defert is almoft entirely barren, except two or 
three fpots with corn, whofe harvefl: is now gathering in. Without the city 
were many hundred Camels, fome preparing for Damafeus, others for Moful. 

In our ride, I obferved every Mofqite or church to be crouded with pigeons 
on the outfide, which breed in the Domes and Minarets-, and you generally 
fee on the Minarets the Stork, a large bird called by the Jrahs Leg-leg, a 
deftroyer of ferpents ; the Turks never offer to molcll it, on the contrary a 
neft of them is efteemed by a bigoted Turk more than a field full of fheep 
and camels. Thofe who own a houfe where Storks have nefted, are fuppofed 
to receive great blefiings from heaven ; and if a Chrijlian fhould happen to 
kill one of them, his life would be in danger. Upon the wall and glacis, 
were fcveral large birds, not unlike a Mallard-, but by the peculiarity of 
their cry, they muft be of a different fpecies. 

After our ride, we breakfafled with the bilhop, on coffee, bread, and 
country cheefe, (which laft is very indifferent) apples and mulberries : the 
mulberries are of the fmall Indian fort, not much refcmbling ours in Europe. 

We finiflied, with fmoaking the Argilc, and drinking a glafs of French white 
wine, and came home about nine o’clock, when we found the carpenters, 
brifkly at work on our Takht Revans, 

Baflja Solyman, is the chief commander at Baghdad under the Grand Seignior : 
in efl'ecl, he is the fupreme lord hitnfclf of this part of the empire. 

He makes no remittances to the Porte, but rather, he yearly brings his 
mafter in debt for repairs, or pretended repairs of fortifications, fupport 
of troops, ftfe. The Grand Seignior has more than once attempted to 
fuperfede him ; but the Janizaries, of whom he has at lead forty thou- 
fand under his command, would admit of no other mafter-, fince that time 
three or four different meffengers have been fecretly fent for his head, but 
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as he has always been wary and apprized of their errand, inftead of fubmit- 
ting and reverently kiffing the mandate, as is the common pradkice of thofe 
who live within reach or xht Grand Seignior^ s authority, he has always made 
it a rule to fend the heads of thofe very meflengers to Conjiantinofh 
inftead of his own^ He keeps the province in good order, for all have 
a high opinion of his military Ikill and prowefs ; but whenever he lhall die, 
it is expedled, the greateft confufion will enfue : Chrijiians in particular will 
not be in fafety for their pcrfons or property ; and therefore, it is appre- 
hended, will take care to remove in time. The Janizaries here are in gene- 
ral diljiofcd to be rude to ftrangers, but fo reftrained by the prefent Bajha'^ 
power, that the fubjefts of European princes not only live in peace, but 
are alfo treated with the greateft refpeft. 


We found refiding at Baghdad^ Azet Khan^ one of the competitors for the 
empire, who after his defeat by Achmet Shah, fled here for protedlion, 
■with only twenty followers. The Khan has lately exprefled a define of re- 
turning to Pcrfia : This requeft of his in all probability will not be granted, 
the Bajha pretending that it is not in his power to accede to it, until he 
lhall have received an order from the Grand Seignior for that purpofe. 
Gojee Raphael, who frequently attends the Bajha' % and Kahier's levees, allures 
me, that Kerim Khan has lately fought and defeated Hajfein Khan. Achmet 
Shah ftill continues in his own, the Afghan or Pytan country •, but in the 
year 1757, he marched an army into the empire of the Great Mogul, and 
plundered the capital city Dehli of its jewels, monies, and valuable effefts, 
though he did not think proper to dethrone the Mogul, following herein the 
example of the famous Kuli Khan. This Achmet is reported to have 
300,000 foldiers under his command. 

When we came from BaJJora, we left the fon of the Grand Seignior's Jef- 
terdar, or chief treafurer, a prifoner there ; here we found the father him- 
felf in prifon. He is charged with having been guilty of many frauds, 
and his goods and chatties were a few days ago feized upon, and expofed to 
fale at a public audion. It is generally imagined that he will not be long- 
lived. 


Two months ago, Selim, Bajha of the Courdijtan province, was put to death 
in this Seraglio ; during the government of Achmet the late Bapa of Baghdad, 
this Selim was a Caun, and governor of the Perjian province of Courdijlan, 
and gave great trouble not only to the Perjians who were under his 
own immediate command, but alfo to the fubjeds of the Grand Seignior who 
lived in his neighbourhood. Achmet Bajha had often fent troops againft 
him, and a little before he died, put himfelf at the head of an army ■, but 
the Perftan, though oftentimes in great danger of falling into his hands, yet 
made a Ihift to efcape, which jfo much mortified the Bajha, that it is uni- 
verfally believed, he died of a broken heart. The civil wars of Perjia 
having for fome years fubjccled the Courdijlan province to the authority 

of 
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Baghdad-, Selim, though much againft his inclination, had 175S. 
been obliged to make his fubmillion. Solyman, the reigning Bajha, not fatis- 
fied with this, had long wilhed for an opportunity of getting Selim into his 
power, to gratify not only his own revenge, but that of his wife (daughter to 
■the deceafed Achmet) who, with many other T^urh and Perftans whom 
he had injured, thirfted for his blood : Selim it feems had conduced himfelf 
with fo much cruelty, that he was among the 1 'urks become almoft the objcd: 
of as much terror, as ever was the famous Nadir Shah. Solyman, to effed 
his defign, pradifed the moll refined diflimulation ; the ftrongeft profeffions 
of fricndlhip on his part were repeatedly made, with alTurances that the 
requefl: Selim had prefented of being appointed Bajha over the province 
Courdijlan, Ihould be moft readily complied witli. Accordingly, an in- 
vitation was fent him to come to Baghdad, in order to his being invefted 
with the honours annexed to the high office ; Selim hefitated a long time, 
being doubtful of the event, but at length all his fcruples were overcome 
by the perfuafion and art of two falfe friends, who had been often fent by 
him in confidence to Baghdad, but through mercenary views had now been 
brought over to the intereft of Solyman, 

The Bajha of Baghdad took care to be ablent at his country-feat, 
fome diftance from the capital, when Selim made his entrance with his two 
friends -, but left ftrid orders, that he fhould be uffiered in with all the 
honours due to his rank. He was accordingly conducted to an handfome 
apartment in the Baca's palace, and treated with the greateft refpeft. Pre- 
vious to this however, doubts had again opprelfcd his mind, and on his 
drawing nigh to the city he was feized with an ag^ny of fear j but as it 
was too late to think of retreating, he refolved to make ufe of the only 
means that remained for fecuring his future fafety. Before he entered the 
walls, he paid a vifit of devotion to the tomb of the late Bajha, and there, 
agreeable to the Mahometan cuftom, invoked the fhrine of the departed fpi- 
rit. He fent alfo a fupplicating embafly to the Bajha and his wife, defiring 
fome new marks of their favour and forgivenefs : the embaflador returned 
with an handkerchief from each, which is looked upon as the ftronge^ 
proof of fricndlhip they could poffibly have fent. Thus comforted, all 
Seim's fears vanilhed, and with alacrity he repaired to the palace. 

In about five days afterwards, Bajha Solyman returned to his capital ; and 
the morning following was fixed upon for giving Selim an audience, and for 
invefting him with the Pelife, or veil of filk lined with Samoor-i\tit, which in 
^urky and Perfta is prefented only to thofe whom they defign highly to 
honour. On the day and hour appointed, the unfufpefting Selim was con- 
duced by the proper officer into a grand apartment i then into another, Icfs 
fpacious ; and laft of all into a third, mean and obfeure to a great degree. He 
had not continued long here, before four or five fellows rulhed in and rudely 
deprived him of his Cuttari or knives, and then of his Sbaul, being the 
better part of his drefs foon after, they prefented him with fhackles for 
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1758. his hands and feet ; when they had put them on, they conducted him to a: 
prilbn, where he lay eight or nine days, and then was ftrangled > his head 
alfo was cut off, and fcnt to Confiantimple. Soon after the death of Selinit a 
fchedule of the d€bts due from him to government was produced to his two 
falfe friends, and the difcharge of them infifted upon as an indifpenfable pre- 
liminary to the Bajha's appointing one of them {Abdallah) to the govern- 
ment of Courdijlan, and the other to another advantageous and honourable 
poft. They both agreed to the terms flipulated for their advancement and 
on this occafion, the crafty Solyman, got in money or good fecurity, twenty 
thoufand purfes, each containing five hundred Piajires, or one million tw® 
hundred and fome odd thoufand pounds fterling. 

The forces kept up at Baghdad confift of about 5000 horfe, 1000 Ajfafs^ 
and 40,000 Janizaries^ many of whom are tradefmen. Cojee Raphael tells 
me, that out of all thefe, the Bajha cannot of a fudden fend into the field 
above 10,000 men, though in a little time perhaps he might make them up 
30,000. In matters indeed where the Grand Seignior’s intereft is materially 
concerned, reinforcements might be had in a few weeks from Moful and 
Diarbekir ■, an i the government alfo of Bajfora could fend troops, fhould the 
Bafia of Baghdad give his orders for them. Solyman is turned of fixty ; he 
was a Have to the preceding governor, hath only one wife, bur, fliocking to 
relate ! we were informed that he kept upwards of 20 boys for liis unna- 
tural gratifications. 

There are about 1^0 Armenian Chrijlian families in Baghdad, fome of 
whom are Papijls, but the greater number are under their own Patriarch,, 
who refides on the confines of 'Turky and Perjia. Here are three minifters 
ordained by the Patriarch •, their income is uncertain, as depending upoa 
the voluntary fubfenptions of their people. Cojee Raphael fays, that each of 
them may poffibly get 2000 Piajires a year, or thereabouts. 

A very intelligent gentleman gave us the following particulars concerning 
^he "Turks : That they are not allowed an unlimited number of wives, but are 
confined to four at the moft ; nor do they marry for a certain time, or at 
pleafure (as Sir John Chardin relates) but for life. If their women exceed 
four, all above that number fliould be of 'the hufband’s Oaves, for he has 
no property in his wive’s Oaves, and a criminal communication with them 
is deemed highly fcandalous. She receives them' from her own family on 
her marriage, and ever remains miftrefs of them, independant of the autho- 
rity of the huO)and. Neither are che Turks cruel to their Oaves, as has 
been commonly, but erroneouOy imagined; for excepting thofewho work in 
their galleys, thefe people are the happieft of any in the Grand Seignior’s domi- 
nions. A matter, who has been faithfully ferved by a Oave for a twelve- 
month or more, will not fell him ; on the contrary, lliould that Oave chance 
to behave ill afterwards, the matter, though he has power over his life, yet 
feldom. extends his feverity farther even for the greateft fault, than to. ttrip 
• 7 him. 
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him of his clothes, difmifs him from his fervice, and turn him out of the 
houfe. If a flave has at any time been put to death, it muft have been by a 
drunken, diflblute Janizary^ and not by any mailer who bore the charader of 
a gentleman or merchant. In general, the Turks fo abominate cruelty in this 
refpeft, that Ihould a mailer treat a flave with too great feverity, his neigh- 
bours would not fail to reproach him, bidding him to refled, that the flave 
is of the human fpecies as well as himfelf, and Ihrewdly propofe to him 
this intcrclling quellion. How would you like to be fa fervedy in the fame cir- 
cumftances ? 

’Tis no uncommon thing with them to give their daughters in marriage 
to their Haves, and who are often made governors of places. There is one 
piece of refped however, which the mailer always requires when llrangers 
are in company, and that is, for the flave to Hand in his prefence. I'his 
ceremony (which they take care deeply to imprint upon the minds of all) 
is llridly oblerved during their whole lives -, for though a flave, after hav- 
ing obtained his freedom,, may by a lucky turn of mrtune, rife to fome 
honourable llation, while the mailer continues in the fame rank of life, or 
perhaps finks into a lower condition -, yet the former, in this point of civi- 
lity at leall, will never be unmindful of his primitive llation. It happened 
lately for the flave of a button-maker in Baffora, to be raifed to the govern- 
ment of that city ; they never afterwards met, though in the Seraglio, but 
the governor paid this point of refped to his old mailer, who llill continued 
to carry on his trade. 

A Turk will frequently difinherit an undutiful fonj and give his fortune 
to his flave, only leaving the fon a fcanty pittance for his fupport. They 
always look upon a flave in a more refpedable light than an hired fervant : 
the one, they fay, is a fervant only by misfortune, the other often from 
choice. If a Bafha of three tails, or any other man of rank, fends a flave 
to fome dillant place on bufinefs of importance, it is expeded that he lhall 
have greater civilities Ihewn him, than if he had never been in bondage; 
for you arc to fuppofe that the flave lent on fuch an errand, is in the fecrets 
of his mailer, and confequently one in whom he places the greatell con- 
fidence. Upon the whole,, it is found policy that dirc6ls the Turk to put 
fuch trull in his Have, rather than in any other perfon ; fince it is n.atural 
to believe, that he whofe happinefs or mifery entirely depends on his 
mailer’s pleafure, will be leall liable to deceive him. 

Our friend obferved alfo, that the Bafhas, and other Turkifh governors,, 
are in general very diflblute in their manners ; they commonly pur- 
chafe their offices with a fum of money,, but they never fail to rcimburfe 
themfclves out of the pockets of thofe who are fo unhappy as to live under 
their jurifdidion. No Gentleman, or Merchant will ever attend the 

court of a Bafha, if he can pofiibly avoid it. Whenever any of them are font 
for, they always go with fear and trembling, left they Ihould be obliged to 
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pay down a fuift of money, or forced into a fcandalows aflbclation wi A 
the great, to the prejudice of fome honeft man. The janizaries are 
generally enemies of the Bajhas, and they are the only people of whom 
thefe officers, and the Grand Seignior himfelf, are afraid. They enjoy 
many privileges above other fubjefts ; occafionally wear a cloak, and 
in the Bazars or markets, they have a right to purchafe, duty free, as 
much of moft commodities as their cloaks will cover. The Salaam, or 
falute which they make to their fuperiors, is far lefs fubmiffive than that 
of any other pcrfon. They are never puniffied for any crime in public, bitt 
are conduced into a private apartment, the doors of which are immediately 
fhut *, in the room are many other Janizaries, who forming a circle round 
the prifoner, hear and judge of the charge that is exhibited againft him : if 
he is found guilty, and fentenced by them to be corporally puniffied, the 
puniffiment muft be inflifted by one of their own order, who in doing it, 
IS obliged to reft his right knee on the ground, and not to carry the hand 
which kolds the fcourge higher than his own ear. And even the execution 
of this fentence, may be prevented by any one of the attending Janizaries 
Ihewing his difapprobation by a hem or cough, or by rifing from his feat; 
for if he does fo, the others will immediately follow the example, and the 
prifoner is of courfc difeharged. If a Janizary be condemned to die, he 
is ftrangled by other Janizaries -, the corpfe is interred at eight in the even- 
ing, and honoured with the difeharge of one cannon, in the fame manner as 
if he liad died a natural death. 

Our friend concluded his account, with obferving, that it was morally 
impoffible for a T urk, Perjian, Arab, or any other perfon profoffing the 
Mahometan faith, ever to be converted to Chrijlianity, fo long as any men- 
tion ffiall be made of the doftrine of the Trinity. For as their prefent grand 
article of faith is the unity of the Godhead, whenever they hear of one being 
three, and three, one, they are fure to fmilc at the weaknefs of fuch a be- 
lief. They acknowledge the divine miffion of Jefus Chriji, and fay that 
he was the greateft of all the prophets before Mahomet, that he taught the 
truth relating to the Godhead, and the duties neceflary for mankind ; but 
that his followers abufed the purity of his religion, committed blafphemy 
by calling him God, and that Jefus ChriJl will hereafter appear in judgment 
againft them. They alfo deny that this prophet of God was ever crucified; 
for they fay, God would never have permitted fuch an indignity to be offered 
to fo faithful a prophet ; and affert that the identical Jefus ChriJl was fnatched 
away by God himfelf, and the Jews ignorantly put another to death in his 
ftead *. 

A gentleman 7«rTs drefs is very neat. On his head he hath a white or 
green T'urban, made of linen or Jhawl f ; or he wears a green, red, or black 

• This was a very early opinion of fome Chriftian heretics, and no ioahi Mahomtl borrowed 
it from them. 

d Shawl is a manufaflure of Camd'% hair, or Caminian wool. 


cloth 
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cloth capj or bonnet, which is a foot or more high, very flilf, being thickly 
quilted,, and flat at top : over that part of the cap which goes round the 
head, is twifted a white or green linnen cloth, but his neck is always bare. 
Next to his body he wears a long fliirt, (haped like our women’s fliifts; 
the tail of this fliirt is put into a pair of linnen drawers, and over tiiel'e 
drawers, is another large loofe pair of drawers made of fliawl, and to each 
ancle part, is fewed a yellow thin flipper, without an heel, the foie of 
which iS' no thicker than the upper leather of the fame flipper •, thefe 
flippers' are worn within another ftrongcr pair of flippers, which alfo are 
withoajt heels ; the outer flippers, on coming into an houlc, tlic f urk leaves 
at the door. Next to the fliirt, is a veft that fits clofe to the body and 
buttons on the breaft, whofe tail reaches to the calf of the leg : upon 
this firfl: veft, is another with lapels made of fine linen cloth, which 
buttons clofe at the fleeves near the wrifts j this veft reaches to the ancles 
with an open petticoat-like tail, and over it, around the waift, is palled a 
fine fafh, with a border that is generally ornamented with gold or filver needle 
work. In the bofom, under the lapel of this fecond veft, is carried the 
watch and an handkerchief, which handkerchief is alfo ornamented with gold 
and filver embroidery : over all is worn a third veft, loofe, made cither 
of fine cloth, or of fhawl ; this has flit fleeves which are lined with filk, 
and at pleafure are either buttoned, or worn open ; but this outer garment 
is ufually thrown oflF when the perfon is at home. This clefcription is appli- 
cable to their fu'mmer habit, the quality, though jrerhaps not the make of 
their drefs, may differ in the winter. Befides the cap deferibed, we fee a va- 
riety of other caps, fome of which are a foot and a half high, of very great 
circumference, whofe outfides are covered with fur. The cap-gentlemen, 
I believe, are always in oflice under the government. 


175 *. 


The drefs of the women, with whofe fight we have been favoured, but 
who indeed are only thofe that are on foot in the ftreets, and confequently 
of the loweft fort, confifts of a Ihift, like the men’s flfirts ■, a veft or two 
over that, and then a loofe cover or veil of linen from top to toe ; their 
legs and feet are covered like the men’s. On that part which goes over the 
head, is faftened a black horfe-hair covering for the face, about fourteen 
or fifteen inches fquare, which they fometimes lifted up to look at us : their 
hands and arms are full of different marks made with gunpowder, their faces 
are fpotted blue, and their lips often the fame. The better fort of women 
are admitted on the Terraces in the evening.', but their hufbands are ex- 
tremely fearful left they Ihould be feen by men, from the houfes adjoining. 
We have difficulty to keep ourfelves within rule, not more from curiofity, 
than inattention. Mr. Garden and Cojee Raphael cautioned us on the fub- 
jefl -, the former told us, that one of his neighbours had been very trouble- 
fome on this head, and once fwore to him aloud, that if he Ihould ever 
again catch his eye towards his territories, he was determined to throw 
himfelf inftantly from the T errace^ and dafli out his brains, that his blood 
might reft on Mr. Garden' % head. One of our caps or hats, was feen by 
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1758. another neighbour, who immediately, open mouthed, protefted againft the 

I— v«w affront : in faft, we are in this great city, prifoners in a very ftrift fenfe •, a 
circumftancc, fdmcwhat mortifying to the free Britijh fpirit. 

A little before we got here, a country Cbriftian merchant of fubftance, 
was difcovered by the public officers in bed with his own Turkijh fervant’s 
wife; ’twas believed that he had given the hulband a fum of money for 
this liberty, and which he had enjoyed, for fome time paft. Death is the 
puniffiment which the law inflidts on offenders of this kind, or embracing 
the Mahometan faith ; by intereft and money however the fentence was not 
executed in this cafe, but the following puniffiment in it’s ftead : the 
breeches or troufers of the offender were taken off, and the petticoat, or 
that part of the apparel which is ufed by the ‘Turkijh women inftead of it, 
put over his head, and thus ffiametully attired, he was led over a great 
part of the city, publicly expofed, and infulted by the rabble. 

Chriftians, Jews, and all the other Infidels of this country, are publicly 
diftinguiffied from the Mujfulmen, by the colour of their Turhan ; the latter 
wearing them only of a white, or deep green, the others of different colours. 
None but true Mujfulmen likewifc are allowed to wear a green drefs ; not- 
withftanding this, Mr. Garden's deaths were made of a pea-green. This near 
approach to the Mujfulman's colour, is permitted to ftrangers in a refpedl:- 
able ftafion, but they cannot go farther without giving offence, or running 
a great rifk of being affronted. 

May ay, Ai five this evening, our whole party (Mr. Garden alfo accompanying us) 
fet off on horfes, and mules, for an ancient ruin called Tauk-Kejfierah, which 
means Kejferah's Arch ; it lies to the fouth-eaft of Baghdad, diftant about 
20 miles, and within a mile of the Tygris. The journey by land is about 
£x hours ; we rode it in fix, and returned in five, exclufive of the time 
fpent in the village. Having been difappointed in getting horfes and mules 
for carrying our baggage, we were obliged to fend it in a Sandal down the 
Tygris, intending that our fervants ffiould join us with the tent, ftfr. at the 
village Teallab ten miles from Baghdad : we defigned to have reded there a 
few hours, and then have proceeded on to view the Arch early the next 
morning before the fun ffiould be troublefome ; but our fervants in the boat 
met with interruptions which prevented their joining us till the next morn- 
ing, long after we had reached the ruins. We got to the village about a 
quarter pad nine, having paffed by a good deal of com and garden ground, 
well fupplied with water from the Tygris. Here we procured a little milk, 
others chofe a bit of bread and chcefe, and drank a glafs of the wine we 
carried with us ; after which, each endeavoured to get a little fleep, either 
in the open air, or under cover of a fT urkijh hovel ; but all were difap- 
pointed, from the perplexing mufehetos, lice, and fleas, which greatly abound 
in and near fuch fort of habitations. 
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At one o’clock we crofled a large creek, in a boat which held twelve 1758. 
tnen, three horfes, four mules, and one afs, and went on towards the Archy — ■ 

which was feen by the help of the moon two or three miles off : the greateft 
part of the way was through a thicket made up of the liquorice, caper, 
the low cotton and cyprefs flirubs ; in this cover (called here a forefl) are 
often feen Lions and Wild Boars, we met with neither, but got very quietly 
on to Soliman Pack's tomb, or the tomb of Soliman the Clean, alias. Smack 
Smooth, who was barber to Mahomet. The traditional hiftory of this per- 
fon is, that he was much reverenced by his countrymen, and looked on as 
highly favoured of the Prophet : he lived to a great age, and was in the 
general eltimation, a pious old man, but as he always was obliged to 
keep with him a female fervant for the management of his domeftic af- 
fairs, his moral conduft thereby became doubtful, and the fubjeft of 
much difputation : his revilers however (as the ftory goes) at length fuf- 
fered fltame, for the Prophet himfelf, concerned at the injuftice done the 
charafter of his faithful Soliman, miraculoufly caufed the genital parts to 
fall off ; thereby enabling the old man, in the mofl: effeftual manner to 
cftablifli his innocence, by Ihewing them the impoflibility of his commit- 
ting the crime of which he flood accufed. 

In this holy man’s {leeve, fome of the mod credulous Mahometans tell 
you, the cat made it’s firfl: appearance : having been fupcrnaturally pro- 
duced there, through his devout intercefTiori, for the advantage of mankind. 

On the firft difeovery, the 5 iSg-efo cherifhed it, that in tendernefs he cut 
off the lleevc of his garment, and placed it as a carpet for the valuable 
ftranger. So much for this fabulous ftory : the outer wall of his tomb 
appears to be of modern brickwork, nor docs the tomb itfelf look fo an- 
cient as the porch or entrance to it. 

, At a quarter of a milc diftance, ftand the ruins of that very confider- 
able work of antiquity, we intended to vifit. Neither the nor 
know any thing about it -, they are at a lofs to determine, whether it was 
a temple or palace. The bifhop told us it was commonly fuppofed tp 
have been a temple, dedicated to the fun •, probably people have been led' 
to this conjefture, from obferving very many openings yet remaining 
in the Arch, that pafs for lamps, and which they fay, could have been all 
lighted in the twinkling of an eye •, our opinion was, that thefc holes were 
fo many funnels for the admiflion of air. Mr. Doidge took with his ^a- 
drant, the exad meafurement of the Arch, and the front of the building, 
and drew a perfpedtive view of it with his pencil : the eaft face of the 
whole is 300 feet in length, the breadth of the Arch 85 feet, height of 
the Arch 106 feet*, length of the arched roofed room from eaft to weft 

* Our common journal contains thefe farther obfervations. “ Part of the roof of this 
room is fallen in ; the front on each fide of thc'arch is full of niches like our cathedrals, in 
which there probably once ftood lome images : the whole fabric is built of biicks a foot ftiuarc, 
and three inches thick.” 
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1758. i& igoUet: the niches, iit the face or front of the building, rcftmble 
the work of our old abbies. The front, of which Mr. Doidge has taken A 
view, (lands due eaft, in which are Hill niches, and defaced pillars j the welt 
and back front is very much deftroyed, no view therefore was taken 
of that. In the Arch were pigeons, jays, fparrows, and forae other 
birds. Until the fun got high, we had fhelter from its rays, within 
the Arch ; but after that we had recourfe to our tent, where we found it 
very hot indeed. 

To the fouthward, between this ruin and the fygris, is a tomb and 
Mofque, named Haud Eeffey : and on the other fide of the river, is a riling 
fpot on which Hands a powder-mill, for the ufe of Baghdad, called Purite 
Kaune. For a very confiderablc way all around the Arch^ the ruins of other 
vaH buildings are to be found, though in fuch dcfolation, that not the 
fmallcH piece of a wall is now Handing. The bricks and mortar however 
ate in fuch abundance, that no doubt can poffibly remain but that here once 
Hood a city of feveral miles in circumference ; and from the accounts givcrt 
by hiHorians of the extent and fituation- of Cteftphen *, there is the greateft 
reafon to believe, that on tliis very fpot, that magnificent and powerful city 
once Hood. 

One of our ^urkijh fervants who fpoke a little of the PortugneJ^ 
language, told my man M'IntoJh., that the tnoH general received opi« 
aion in this country, was, that Tauk Kejfera, was not built by a Perjian.^ 
Parthiatu, Turk, or any other Afiatic, but by an European prince, who 
<;ame into this part of the world with a large army, and fubdued it. As 
WiC had not yet met with any edifice in carrying with it fo great 
a rcfemblancc of the ancient European architefture as this j it Hruck 
me, that Tauk Kejfera might have been conHrufted, foon after the con- 
queft of this part of the world, by Alexander the Great, or one of hi& 
captains f . 

The Turks confefs that they know nothing certain concerning tliis ruin 
there is however a traditionary and fabulous account amongH them, that 
it was built by one Kejfera, the fon of Sbirwan •, that he was the king of 
the country and refided in this palace •, that he caufed a chain to hang dowis 


* Cttfifhon, according to the ancient accounts of it, was fituated on the eaft’ fide of the Tygrisf. 
at fome diftance from Selcuda, and a little removed from the river. Thefe ruins are on the 
eaft fide of the about 18. or 20 miles from Baghdad (the ancient and that part 

of them which is neareft the river,, is a mile diftance from it. 

f From the fimilarity between the name of this ruin Kejfera,' and the Greek word 
a- friend of the author fuppofes that this edifice might pofiibly have been built by one of the 
Qajars, emperors of Rome, feveral of whom are known to have carried their arms into this 
parr and. then the fauk KeJJtra will fignify Qtfjer't Areh, 
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to ilic ground from the room in which he himfelf flept, fo that whoever ^ 15 ^- 
in his dominions had any grievance to complain of which they' wiflied the 
king to redrefs, they were ordered to pull at this chain. It once happened, 
that an afs which had fuffered much from the cruelty of his mailer, came 
and tugged at the end of it *, and what was ftiil more furprizing, the power 
of fpecch was fo far miraculoufly given to him, as enabled him to make 
one of the king’s attendants underftand, that he the afs had bufinefs with 
his majefty. The creature accordingly got admittance, dilcovered its 
wounds, i^c. The owner was lent for, feverely rebuked, and told, that if 
in a certain number ot days, lie did not cure the afs, he fliould certainly 
be put to death. Fortunately for him, fays the fable, the creature was 
made well exactly at the time limited, and ever afterwards the afs, and 
all other ufeful cattle, were exempted from thofe heavy fufferings, to which 
before this incident, they had been accuftomed from the feverity of their 
mailers, who intimidated by this furprizing ftory became alfo more care- 
ful of the lives of their beafts. The ftory adds, that a great fnake came 
afterwards to make a vifit, but his bufinefs was only to bring the king a 
water-melon-feed, as a reward for the faithful difeharge of his kingly trull: 
and from this fingle feed have fince been produced all the water-melons 
in the world. Such kind of allegorical ftories are not uncommon in 
‘I'urky. 

About a mile and a half to the eallward of the Arch, Hands an ancient 
mud-wall, three fides of a fquare, fronting call, weft, and north ; the river 
is to the fouth : the wall is about forty feet high, and thirty thick, and each 
fide about a mile in length ; we conclude it to have been a citadel to this 
once extenfive city. From the ruins hereabouts, are picked up ancient 
coins : not long ago, a poor fellow in digging, found a fmall jar with one 
piece of gold, and feveral forts of filver and copper pieces of money. I 
could only learn that they are looked on as ancient Per/tan or Parthian 
coins : the prefent Bajha has them, though neither he nor any of the lurks 
have a true tafte for inch remains. The bilhop’s pafllon turns to medals ; 
he has made a great colledlion, it is faid to the value of 50 or 60,000 
piaftres, or about 6 or 7000/. fterling. 

From (bme poor Arabs, who live in a fmall village near the Arch, we got 
milk, butter, and a lamb which our fervant broiled •, he flioi alfo a young 
Jackal, which we prefented to an old Arab woman who was very thankful, 
and we were told would eat it. 

At half part twelve at night, we fent our baggage to the Sandal, to be Monday, 
carried w Baghdad, and mounted our cattle; we returned over the river ^ 9 - 
xoTeallah about three in the morning, when we were entertained by the lark ; 
refted before the ferry-houfe for half an hour, faw eight Pelicans in our 
journey back, and arrived at Mr. Garden'^ in the city, between fix and feven, 
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where we got a comfortable breakfaft on tea and clouted cream, fung a 

1.. . ■ fong, and went merrily, but very weary to bed. — Slept till near noon. — In the 

evening we were vifited by the biflfiop, and father Fiddle-, his lordfliip 
had exprefled a defire that we would favour him with the out-lines, fhould 
we make a fketch of the Arch-, Mr. Doidge Ihewed him what he had taken 
in his pocket-book, apologized for not being able now to compliment his 
lordfhip with a copy, but promifed him one to be fent from England when 
finifhcd : the bifhop appeared pleafed and obliged, and invited us all to dine 
' with him to-morrow. 

May 30. politely entertained to-day by the billiop ; two courfcs of 

eight di/hes at dinner, a dellert, punch, claret, French, and Furkijh 
white winek His lordlhip entertained us alfo with an account of an 
antique pile of buildings called Kurman Shah*, ftill to be feen at about 
twelve days journey between this place and Ifpahan ; wherein is a great 
deal of fculpture in marble, with Bajfo and Alto Relievos, reprefcnting 
battles, trophies, arms, men, and camels ; and one moft remarkable 
horfe whofe body feems quite detached from the wall, being joined 
only by the pedeftal on which it Hands. In the roof is a window 
reprefented, and a head crowned, with great earneftnefs looking through 
it, but at what objeft, the obferver is for a time at a iofs to guefs, 
till calling his eye in a particular direftion, which he is led to do by the 
extatic gaze of the figure above, he difeovers a bath, and in it a naked 
Venus -}-. 

In another part of the building, there is a long infeription in chara(Slers 
unknown to the bifliop, or any other of the French antiquarians. The 
letters are neither Perjtan, Parthian, Chaldean, Hehrevo, Arabic, Greek, Coptic, 
or any other type now known in this part of the world. His lordfliip had in 
hispolTeflion two or three pieces of filver coin, one of which he prefented to 
Mr. Doidge, on which is a head exaflly like that before deferibed as looking, 
with fuch defire on the Venus in the bath. The characters around its edge, 
bis lordlhip fays, are of the fame fort with thofe of the infeription in Kurman 
Shah, but whofe head it is, he does not pretend to determine. He has 
compared it with the feveral imprefllons in his books of medals, but can 
find no fimilitude. He fliewed us indeed another coin, and upon compar- 
ing it with one in hk book, we faw that it bore a ftrong rcfemblance of th« 


• Kurman ShaJt, fignlfie» Royal Kurman-, but whether it Hands for the name of a country, 
«ity, building, or king, nobody here could inform us. 

+ Tis pollible this piece of fculpture might have been intended to reprefent the well-known 
(lory of David and Bathjhcba. 

“ And it came to pafs in the evening tide, that David sxok from off his bed, and walked 
” upon the roof of the king’s houfe ; and from the roof be faw a woman walhing hcrfelf ; and. 

die woman was very beautiful to look upon.” a Samuel, xi. chap. 2d verfe. 

3. famous 
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famous Artaxerxes, who reftored the ancient grandeur of the Perfian kings. 

The bifliop however is very confident that this coin, and the head in Kurman 
Shaky were both defigned for the third or fourth king after ylrtaxerxes, for 
he thinks it was not till their reigns, that this new and unknown language 
was introduced. 

Mr. Dordge borrowed of the bifhop a cover of an earthen veflcl, to take 
off an impreffion. It was found near the ruins of Tauk Kejferay and in 
it were many coins both gold and filver of feveral kings of Parlhia and 
Syriay who reigned after Alexander. One of Antiochus the 4th, and another 
of Antiochus the 5th, of the moft curious metal ; the lafl: is judged to be 
worth 500 crowns. The cover is four inches and a half in diameter, and 
thirteen and a half in circumference; It has an indented knob in the middle 
of the furfacc, through which is a -hole, probably for a ring to hold it by. On 
each fide of the knob is a Sphinx rampant, one with its back to the other. 

Between the hind and fore leg of each, is a fprig with a flower. Their 
wings join at the top, and terminate in a flourifhing fprig over their heads. 

At the bottom, between their legs, is another fprig, not much unlike a 
mitred cap. Around all, is an infeription on the margin in large charac- 
ters, unknown to every one here, but which the bifhop fufpedts to be of 
the fame kind with thofe oij Mr. Doidge's medal, and the infeription in 
the ruins of Kurman Shah. 

This morning, our conduding Arab came to us, and brought the Jew 3 t* 

with him, who told us that all his goods were in the Dcferty and ready to 
be put on the camels backs ; fo that Habil Swylem's ill health is now the only 
impediment to our fetting out. We talked of paying a vifit this evening 
to Nimrod's tower. People ufually fet out early in the morning, ftay there 
in a tent during the heat of the day, and return in the evening. But to 
avoid the inconvenience of continuing fo -long under a tent, as we before 
experienced in our excurfion to Aauk Keffera, and to fave ourfelves the 
trouble of carrying with us our fervants and baggage, we propofed fetting 
off early enough to allow our being at the tower by break of day, and re- 
turning to Baghdad before breakfaft. About nine o’clock this evening, 
the whole city was in an uproar, occafioned by a fire breaking out in one 
of the Bazars. It was luckily extinguillied, after liaving coniumed three 
Ihops only. 

We were affured this morning that there is great danger in going to June i. 

the tower of Nimrod by night, as the Arabs frequently make ufe of this 
favourable opportunity to attack tr.tvellers, 

Laft night arrived at the Seraglio a meffenger {rom Aleppo •, who brings June 2. 
an account of the Bajha of that city being removed to the Bajhalic of Moj'uly 
and of another’s coming to Aleppo in his place. 
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1^58. Hahil Swylem called upon us this morning, and feemed to be in better 
health ; he declares he will leave Baghdad next Friday^ and proceed dircikly 
June 3. for jileppo. 

June 4. The bifhop and four reverend fathers fupped with us this evening, and 
ftaid till paft eleven. His lordfliip defined us not to forget, when we fhall 
arrive at a certain place, (four days journey on this fide of Aleppo) to ftrike 
a little out of the road, in order to fee the remains of an antient Roman 
canal. And in our journey from Aleppo to Scanderoon, he advifed us to 
take that road which leads to Antioch, there being fome old ruins well worth 
leeing in this la(i place. 

Monday The bifhop and Cojee Raphael told me to-day, that they heard the Arabs 

June s- about Bajfora had lately broken down the banks of the river, by which 
the Defcrt near to the city is quite overflown. His lordfliip exprefled 
great uneafincls about it, as the Handing water made putrid by the 
heat of the fun, and by the great quantity of dead fifli which are 
always floating in it, never fails to produce fatal fevers ; by which, 
about fifteen years ago, 12 or 14,000 people died, and not above two 
or three of the Europeans who were then at Bajfora, efcaped with their 
lives. 

June 6. Our Takht Revans are now quite finifhed-, we begun to feafon forty- 
fix large, and twenty fmall dog-fkins, we bought here for the holding of 
our water. The furnifliing ourfelves with neceffaries for our journey has 
been attended with great difficulties, the laws of the Ramazan forbidding 
the people to work. The Bazar-{o\k% and artificers have been all hungry, 
thirfly, and out of temper-, through the intereft of Mr. Garden, and the 
promife of extraordinary pay, we are at laft fitted for fetting out. At nine 
this evening the Ramazan ended, the Turks having difeovered the new 
moon. I obferved they were attentively looking out for her at fun-fet. The 
government at nine o’clock made her appearance known to the people, by 
firing four guns from a baftion. 

June 7. This morning was ulhered in with a difeharge of all the artillery of every 
baftion, to the number of near fixty : this is the ufual demonftration of joy 
at the expiration of the Ramazan. The difeharge was repeated in an hour 
afterwards, not, as at firft, in regular fucceffiye firings from each baftion, 
but in a hurrying confufed manner. The Turks are all drefled in their holy- 
day fuits, and Meffieurs Garden and Raphael went to make their congratula- 
tory compliments to the grandees. 

Yefterday we delivered to Habil Siaylem, for the ufe of himfclf, the Takht 
Revan men, and our other attendants, the following articles of provifionsj 
it being cuftomary, either to furniflv them with their whole flock at once^ 

or 



[ *95 ] 

er ta fiipply them daily from your own tents on the journey ; and as in *758. 
coming up the Euphrates we had already experienced too much vexation on '■“'“v— « 
this head witlv our ’Trackersy we were determined on not rilking a repe- 
tition. 

Rice . — — — % Baghdad Maundsy or j 20 lb 

Rulk or bifcuit — — 4 — — 60 Ib- 

Flour — — 4 — - — 60 lb 

Ghee or butter — — i — — 1 5 lb 

Coffee — — — I — . — 'J5lb 

At eleven o’clock in the morning, we received the mortifying news of our 
Arab conduflor being again taken ill of a fever. At five in the evening, 
he with great difficulty crawled to our houfe, and we were all witneflcs of 
bis being ill indeed. We defired Mr. Hemety who had fome knowledge’of 
medicine, to take care of him. Our friend Mr. Pye is likewife indifpofcd 
with feverifh fymptoms j 1 took away a little blood from him about fix 
o’clock in the evening : at eight I ordered an Ipecacma vomit to be given 
him ; but his fever continuing to increafe, at ten he took the fourth part 
of a paper of Dr. James'% powder. ^ 

The bifhop came to fee us this morning. Mr. Pye's, medicine operated 8v 
properly : he fleeps, and is tranquil. The good and friendly bilhop vifited 
Mr. Pye in the charafter of a phyfician. With the reft of us he realbned as 
a divine, recommending patience, fortitude, and refignation to the will of 
heaven ; bidding us to be of good cheer, even though we ftiould be detained 
here till the month of September. 

A purple fever now rages in the city ; it is fuppofed, that an eighth part 
of the inhabitants are ill in it •, but as yet it has not been very fatal. The 
very hot months, they fay, are commonly moft healthy. His lordfhip re- 
commended it to us, not to think of fetting out from hence over the great 
Deferty with any other condudtor befides Habil Swylemy and prays us to be 
mindful of this maxim, that “ in Purky an imprudent ftep cannot be re- 
medied as in Europe.” 

Mr. Pye’s fever is entirely gone, but has left him quite relaxed. Cojee June 9: 
Raphael is of opinion, that the Arab will not leave the village Aet for a long 
time, as the Damafeus Caravan is ftill there, not being able to purchale 
the neceffary Camels. This, he apprehends will be our cafe. We are 
greatly alarmed at it, and have fent a fervant to infpeft into the real ftatc 
of the camels. 

This morning the wind blew from the northward, and was agreeably 
cool. The holy-days following the Ramazany end with this day. To- 
moirow the feveral artificers will make no fcruple of going to work. 

Wc 
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were informed tliis evening by our Arab., that the Camels are not yet 
come, but he experts them foon, and will certainly fet out this day fen’night. 
Such fliulBing and deceit have quite wearied us out; aad as it was clear, that 
we could not now leave Baghdad before the hotteft weather would fet in, we 
confulted together, and refolved, “ that the rilk attending our travelling 
“ over the Defert, is too great, and cannot be encountered with prudence.” 
T wo Clmftians who attempted to pafs it lafl: fummer exartly at this time 
of the year, died on the journey : fo did fourteen or fifteen of the country- 
people, belonging to the Great Caravan. We concluded therefore to tarry 
here, though to our unfpeakable mortification, till September next. 

June 10. The condurtor of our Takht Revans ufed his utmoft endeavours lafl: 

night to perfuade us to proceed by the Moful and Diarbekir roads. He 
faid, that he lately travelled that way from Conftantinople to this place ; and 
affured us, that the ficknefs and troubles which prevailed in thofe parts of 
the country are over ; tliat in the way from hence to Moful, not the lead 
danger can poffibly happen ; that every day we fhall be in a village, where 
refrefliments may be had ; that between Diarbekir and Aleppo, the Defert 
we have to pafs, will only take, us up feven days ; that the Samiel winds 
may be avoided by travelling in the night only; and that a guard of fol- 
diers, which might be procured from the Bafha, would fecure us from all 
infult. Cojee Raphael this morning joined in the propofal, on which wc 
refolved to take this route, and commilTioned Cojee Raphael to get the 
neceflTary Phirmaunds from government, and every other thing which may be 
ufeful to us on our journey. 

In the evening, Cojee Raphael, after having confulted his friends in the 
city, on the nature of our journey, returned, and gave us great encourage- 
ment. He confirmed the account before given us by the condurtor of the 
‘Takht Revans, that by that route we fljould avoid the great Defert wholly, 
find OLirfelves daily in towns or villages, and finifli our journey in thirty- 
five or forty days. We give ourfelves up entirely to his dirertions ; and not- 
withftanding the many difappointments we have met with fince wc left Cal- 
cutta, begin again to pleafe ourfelves with the hope of being in a few 
months, in our native country, bleffed with the happy fight of our families 
and friends. 

Hahil Svoylem returned us this morning 1200 Piajlres', the remainder, he 
faid, had been laid out in neceflaries for us, which he is to account for 
to-morrow. We now find, even was he in health, that it would be impof- 
fible for him as yet to proceed on his journey, through the want of a fuf- 
ficient number of camels. He fent us a mefiage expreffive of great forrow 
for our difappointment, and with offers of waiting upon us, three months 
hence. This poor man, we think, has not dealt quite candidly with us; 
yet, believe, lie was not without hope of being able to fulfil his contrart 
much better than it has turned out. He has for the moft part, gotten hi.s 

livelihood 
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livelihood under the patronage of Mr. Shaw, and other Europ/tan gentlemen, 
and they all give him a good charafter. Mr. Hemet thinks he will wet the 
better of his fever. ° 

I paid the bifhop a vifit in company with Mefneuis Garden and Doidge. 
He {hewed us a very large and valuable ibme antique Onyx ftones, 

very curioufly cut, and feme more medals. He has two collcftions of 
Roman coins ; one of them is compleat, (which he does not intend to 
part with) in a regular fuccefTion from Julius Ca>far clown to Conjian- 
tine. The other fet (which has a chafm of feven Emperors) his lordlhip 
propofes to fell *, and imagines that it may be worth 50,000 Piajires. 
He has alio forne medals of private Roman families, and a great number of 
the Kings of Syria, Parthia, and Perfta. Of the laft he has many dupli- 
cates in gold, iilver, and copper. 

Yefterday returned a Patamar or exprefs to our Jew merchant from 
Aleppo, by the way of the Defert, which he had difpatched from this place 
about a month or five weeks ago. He was robbed three times by the Arabs, 
but knowing fome of the tribe, he had the good fortune to preferve the 
letter he had in charge. The Jew merchant, with 4 or 500 of his brethren, 
as alfo many Mahometans, are gone to pay their annual devotion to the tomb 
of Ezekiel the prophet, which by their account is at Kuta a village on the 
weftern bank ot the Eluphrates, eight or nine miles above Hilla : where like- 
wife they fhew you, what they call the firry furnace, into which Shadracb, 
Mejhach, and Abed-nego were thrown. Somewhere about Coma, are the re- 
mains of an ancient tomb, which is faid to be that of the prophet Ezra and 
in the ruins of Niniveh, near Moful (of which hereafter) is one reported to be 
the prophet Jonah's. We are impatient for the return of the Jew hither tO' 
open his packet, being big with expedlation of news from Europe. Our fetting 
off for Moful depends alfo on the return of thefe devotees, for we are to be 
ferved with thirty of their mules. 

At three this morning, all the party (except Mr. Pyc, whofe want of 
ftrength would not admit of it) accompanied by Mr. Garden, and an Italian 
miflionary named Clementina, with one of Mr. Garden's itrvznx.s, and zXiArah 
to fhew us the road, left Baghdad for Nimrod’s tower. It lies weft by north, 
diftant about nine miles. We pafTed the 7 ygris by the fame Hidge of boats 
before-mentioned, and rode through the old city of Baghdad •, from whence, 
quite up to the tower, ruins of buildings eithef wholly above or fome- 
what under ground are ftill to be feen, which can be no other than the re- 
mains of the ancient Seleucia. The ground began to rife in a gentle afeenr, 
for half a quarter of a mile before we reached the tower, occafioned, as we 
imagined, by the rubbilh of the old buildings which once flood here, 

* He feemed to wilh that we would give notice of thii to our countrymen. 
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15^58. 'Wb€thcr the tower was at firft of a fqttate or roand fonrt, is now difficult 

— -v— ^ to deteritiine, though the former is moft probabk, becaiife all the 
remaining bricks are placed fquare, and not in the leaft circular. The 
bricks are all. twelve inches fquare, and four and an half thick. The 
cement is of Inud or (lime, mixed with broken reed as we mix hair 
with mortar; which flime might either have been had from one of the 
great rivers, or taken out of one of the fwamps in the plain, with which 
the country hereabout very much abounds. We paffed one of thefe fwamps 
in our way, which was about an hundred yards broad, and four feet deep. 
Between Baghdad and Kinoott^ according to the bifhop’s intelligence, are two 
fountains of 'Nufi Demary or bhuminous pitch. It comes out of the earth 
boiling hot ; and this is what fome writers have fuppoled the feriptures to 
mean by Ilime, in the building of the Tower of Babtl. Betwixt every feventh 
or eighth brick in the tower, is a layer of reeds, of which I took a few for 
the fake of curiofity, all'o fbme of the dime, and a piece of both forts of 
the brick, the harder and fofter ; for thofe which lie in the rtibbifh arc of 
a much harder fubftance, than what now remain in the tower. 

The height of the ruin is 126 feet; the diameter of the largeft and 
middle part about 100 feet. We judge it to be folid to the center; yet 
near the top there is a regular opening of an oval form, but as we could 
not climb up to, can determine nothing pofitive about it; it appears 
however from theprefcnl look cabave been a window. The circumference 
of that part of the tower which remains, and is above the rubbilh, is about 
300 feet, but probably, could the foundation be come at, it would be found 
far greater extent. Mr. DeidgCy from whofe draught with a pencil, the 
pcr-plate here inferted, was taken, calculated the vihble ruins of the tower 
tto contain about i 00,000 cubic feet. 

The prefent JmSy wid AmaUanty are fond of believing this to be 

the identical ruin of the ancient tower of Bahly for which they aflign a 
variety of rcafons ; but all, fo void of the appearance of truth, that to fet 
about confuting them would be lofir^ time in trifles. I am clearly of 
opinion, from its fituation; and many other circumftances, that it never 
could have been the tower of Babel \ but rather fufpcA it to have been. 
a beacon or watch-tower to give notice of the approach of an enemy ; or 
perhaps ufed as an obfervatory. to infpefl the various motions of the 
heavenly bodies, which fcience was fo much cultivated among the an- 
cient inhabitants of this country, that even the GrttianSy. though dcfirous 
of being efteemed the inventors of all arts and fciences, could never 
deny the Bakjlomans the honour of having laid the foundations of 
aftronomy. And indeed the advantageous fituation of Baiyleny which, 
was built upon a wide, extended plain, where ,no mountain confined, 
the profpeft; and the conftant clearnefs and ferenity of the air in that 
ttountiy, fo favourable to the free contemplation of the heavens, were 

fufficienc 
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Efficient motiws to engage this people io the purfuit of aftrononncal i75t. 
oblervacions *. iv-«^ 

In our excurhon to the tower, we met with no interruption, and faw but 
very few perfens; however, it would not be prudent for a man to go thither 
alone, or even for a large party unarmed. We all had our piftols with us, 
and Mr. GartUn's fervant carried a mulkct. We tarried at the tower an 
hour and half, and by ten in the morning got back to Mr. Garden’s 
houfe. In our return through the old city, we paflTed clofe by a decayed 
Mofque, upon whofe dome we obferved a ftork, of the fize of a goofc, 
its breaft white, its head black and white, as were its wings } it had 
a long beak, and legs not lefs than two feet in length. In its neft on 
the top of the dome, were young ones, the head of one of them was 
vifible to us ; the neft was built of (ticks, and of an entire round form we 
judged it to be four feet deep, and at lead two over. 

I took notice this morning, that almoft ail the Minarets bend or in- June 14. 
dine to the ibutli-eaft. Two of them lean very remarkably that way, 
but whether they were fo defigned by the builders I was not able to learn. 

Perhaps the inclination may be owing to the force of the north-weft wind, 
or to the foundations giving way. From thefe, the people of the Mofques^ 
five times in the 24 hours, (at fun rife, at noon, at three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, at fun fet, and at midnight) call the inhabitants to prayers, crying 
aloud, “ There is but one Gody and Mahomet is his Prophet ; it is the duty 
of man to remember his God. Mujfulmen are now by his fervants called 
upon to come and pay their acknowledgments, and humbly to prefent their 
Applications.” 

We were informed to-day, that the Bajha was preparing for war, and 
would very foon put his army in march for the north-ward. The bilhop, 
who prefently afterwards paid us a vifit, (aid he had heard the report, 
though not as a thing certain, but would make farther enquiry about it. 

He did not think it improbable, becaufe the Arabs had lately robbed a Cara- 
van on the northern road, and even at this time, another between Mofttl 
and Diarbckir is hindered from proceeding, through the apprehenfion o( 
meeting with the fame fate. The Arabs and malecontents it feems have 
taken advantage of the diforderly (late of the government of Mofuly whofe 
new Bajha is not yet arrived there from Aleppo ■, the accounts fay, he was 
to leave Aleppo the day after the ending of the Ramazan, 

Nothing particular : but Mr. Pye was fo much recovered, as to take a June 15. 
ride round the walls of the city. Baghdad^ by MelTieurs Alms and Doidge's 
obfervations, lies in latitude 33“ 21' north. 


• A principio Aflyrii propter planitiem magnitudincmque regionum qua* incoIaban(, 
cum ccelum ex omni p.nrte paions & apertum intuerentur, ttaje^liones laotufque llellaruth 
obfervaverunt. Cic. iib. 1. ite bivin, n. z. 
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The devotee and Mahometans, to the number of above a thoufand, 
returned to-day from the tomb of the prophet Ezekiel. — Habil Swyletn 
returned alfo our necefl'aries and arrears of money. We delivered the firft 
into the hands of the Aga, appointed by the Bajha for our leader and pro- 
teftor. — The Aga vifited us this morning, and as fome days before we had 
paid for the hire of 30 mules, we agreed to \czve Baghdad to-morrow in the 
afternoon. We fettled things with him relating to our journey, and many 
civilities pafled on each fide. The route of our future journey, as received 
from Cojee Raphael, is as follows : 


Baghdad to 7 'ainkjah — — — 

Mufabah-Kaun — — — 

Dely-abafs couprie Katin — — — 

Karatapa — — — 

AJkee-couprie — — — — 

Eourcourmatce — — — 

’Tawook — •— ■— — 

ST azatcomatour 

Kircoote (a city) — — — 

Alton couprie 

Tengee Kaun — — — 

Arvele (a little city) — — — 

Zaave, where we pafs a river upon Kellecks, which 
river comes from Perfia, and joins the Tygris. — 
Gawerkoe — — — 

Moful, a city, and feat of a Bajha of three tails — 
Karamlefs ~ — — 

Hezie — — — 

Another village, name unknown ~ — 

Kirkbook — — — — 

Jezira, where is a Beg, an officer of the people 
called Gourds. — — — 

Sheatikoi — — •— 

Taljhehier — — — 

Nifabin, an antient place, with bad water, and bad 

Kazadera — — — — 

Golweka — — — 

Coajhajfar — — - — — 

Mejkook “ — 

Hajfranchai — — — 

Cawerourhee (Merdm city) — — — ■ 

Marchrean — — •— — 

Urfa, a large city, a Ba^a of three tails, once an 
Amenim city — — 
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Karafecca 

Ghepcboplee —— — 

Birjmpy here runs the river Euphrates, which we 
crols to Alazara ■— — — 

Sajuera — ^ 

Aktareena — — — - — 


7 

7 

6 

5 
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CHAP. IV. 


Occurrences on cur Journey from Baghdad to Karatapa, Alkee-couprie, Dour- 
courmatce, Kircoote, Arvele, Zaave, Camalifk-Gawerkoc, Moful, 
with our method of travelling. — Obfervations on the face of the country . — 
Defcription of a Turkifti Mofque. — Account of their priefis\ and of a 
febi called Worjhippers of the Devil. — &tate of Chrijiianity in Turky.— 
ST omb of St. Barbara. 


1758. A T five this afternoon vtt \th t\\t c\ty oi Baghdad^ having fentoutour 
V* jjfx tents, ‘Takht Revans., and other luggage before us. We found the 

June 18. pitched on the eaftern bank of the Tygris, oppofite to a country feat 

of the Bajba, about a mile to the northward of the walls of the city. Wc 
had the fatisfaftion here to meet with the bilhop and father Fidelle, 
who came to with us a good journey, notwithftanding we had mutually 
taken leave of each other in the city. His lordfliip gave us three recom- 
mendatory letters i one to Padre Lanza an Italian miffionary at Mofuh, a 
fccond for Pere Eugene a French miffionary at Merdin ; and the other for 
Monf. Thomas, conlul for the French nation at Aleppo. Cojee Raphael came 
Alfo and delivered us our contrad with the Mulateer* We had thirty 
mules for the following ufes. 


For the two 7 * akht Revans — . — — 8 

For two Cages for the ufe of fervants. — — 2 

Saddle-mules — — — 4 

For baggage — 16 


For each mule we are to give 45 piaftres, and the Mulateer is to carry us 
.and our baggage to Aleppo : he is to run all rifks ; if any mule dies or be- 
comes lame, he is to get another in its room. He has received 900 piaftres, 
the other 450 are to be paid him at Aleppo. He is to find his mules in 
provifions ; and fhould we make him and his people a prefent of a fheep 
and a little rice now and then, it is what they may expcfl by way of en- 
couragement only, not a matter of demand. 
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Our Sice, ot groom, » to have 25 piaftm, to be paid him at Aleppo. 1758. 
Thc Yiikht Revathgee, or oondudor, has already been paid 29 Zirmahebs, « 

and on our airiva! at Akfpeht is to have 31 more to make up 60 for him- 
felf and his feven men. 

Cojee Raphutl now cold us, that we muft provide a tent for the Agn, who 
in general will chufc to live by himfelf, and which will be much more con- 
venient for us. Having given away one of our India made tents to Mr. 

ReiingfM tt Karec, and a fecond to Mr. <?arJe« at Baghdad, we coramiflioned 
Raphael to purchafe another for our Aga. We continue on this fpot till 
to-morrow evening, in order to recolledt whatever may be wanting, and 
10 get ourfelves well fupplied before we advance too far. 

We took a walk this morning in one of the Beta's gardens, and found Monday 
black and white grapes quite ripe ; mulberries of the European kind, whjcli - 1 **"' 
were originally brought from Moful, peaches, neftarines, and apricots, (the 
two firft wwc not ripe) : almonds, apples, and plumbs come to perfeftion 
here in their proper feafons. The quinces, figs. Pomegranates, and 
Moffimgs (a fruit not much unlike a very fmall apple, but of a dif- 
ferent fpecies) were not ripe, though mufk-mclons and cucumbers were. 

W« obferved aUb a very large fort of fcrvice-bcrry, and fome olive 
trees. In the afternoon, fcveral Turkijb and Armenian merchants defired 
leave to go in company with us, which we readily granted. 

Aga Mahomet or Hamet, whom they call Aeteh Aga, carries with him 
orders from Solyman Bajha, for all governors and captains between this 
place and Aleppo \ alfo four recommendatory letters from him to the Bajbat^ 
of Moftd, Diariekir, Urfa and Aleppo : four others from Abdulla the Kahien 
or prime fccretary, to the four Kahiers of thofc Bajhas. The four letters 
for the Be^as were put into white purfcs, thofe for the Kahiers into red 
ones. Mr. Garden and Ctyee Raphael reconunended it to us, to prefent the 
J^a with 500 piallres at parting, fhould he behave properly. Thqy like- 
wife wifh that the Britijb conful at Aleppo would write a letter by the return 
of the Ago to the Bajha of Baghdad, acknowledging his favours to us. 

Had we been merchants inftead of king’s fervants, we were told, we 
fliould not have met with fuch honours or have been permitted to travel 
in Takbt Revans, or have carried a gilt ball on tlie top of our tent, none 
but the Bajha himfelf being allowed this laft privilege. While we con- 
tinued on this fpot, the Bajha difeovered our gilt ball from his Seraglio, 
and immediately enquired whole it was : upon being told, that it belonged. 
to the tent of the Englijh travellers, be very obligingly replied, “ ^ake no 
notice ef it." As foon as we were informed of his poliwnefs,, we ioune- 
diately onlered the ball to be taken down. 


At 
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*758- At feven o’clock in the evening we ftruck our tents, took leave of our 
worthy friend Mr. Garden^ and C^Ve Raphael, and at nine got up to KuH 
Khan's towers and entrenchments, raifed during his fiege of Baghdad, to 
prevent the garrifon’s receiving any relief from this fide of the country. 
Thefe towers are eleven in number, and now fomewhat decayed *, they are 
built of brick, have holes for mulketry, and ftand at about five hun- 
dred yards from each other. 

June 20. At half paft two this morning we ^atX.Q Tainhj ah, having palled over 
fome fields of wheat-llubble ; and in an hour after arrived at another town 
.Dokehalah. called Dokehalah, where we continued till the evening. The latitude of 
Dokehalah, by obfervation, is 33“ 43' north. Around .both thefe towns 
are plenty of gardens (inclofed with mud-walls) which fupply the city of 
Baghdad with vegetables and fruit. We put up at a clean, mud-built 
houfe, one of the beft the place afforded. Our Aga, who was not under the 
fame roof with us, came and paid us his compliments. He appeared to 
be a fenfible grave man, of few words, yet can handfomejy exprels himfelf 
on particular occafions. We agreed before we fet off, that he Ihould fupply 
himfelf, as well as his own three horfemen and their cattle with provifions, 
at our expence ; and we now commiffioned him to ferve our 'Takht Revan 
jnen with their provifions, being defirous not to have any dilputes with them 
,on that fubjeft. 

At half paft fix in the evening, we mounted our horfes and mules, 
'but it was almoft feven before we could fet off with our little Caravan. 
We took an eaftward courfe for about an hour and half, which brought 
us to a bridge, thrown over one of thofe little rivulets, which run into 
the Tygris. We paffed over the bridge, and then travelled north. Very 
many people were going the road to Baghdad. One party had a Caravan, 
which confided of 2 or 300 beafts, camels, mules, and affes, loaded with 
ftraw-fodder for the Bajha's ftables. Until half paft ten we marched over 
a dead level country, lave here and there we met with a hill of fand, blown 
together by the wind. We paffed alfo leveral creeks which had fmall bridges 
over them ; thefe creeks are a kind of artificial rivulets, cut purpofely 
to fupply the adjacent villages with water from the 'Tygris. This great 
river is now to the left, or the weft of us, and appears lometimes two or 
three miles off, at others not more than half a mile. About eleven 
we came to a large hill, which in this level country might be juftly called 
a mountain ; it feemed by moon-light, to extend a great way to the caft- 
ward. To the right of the high road hereabouts, I was informed, there 
are feveral fmall towns, that the land is cultivated around them, and the 
rivulets afore- mentioned ferve them with water. Now I got into one of the 
Takht Revan's for the firft time, of whole untoward motion we had re- 
ceived a difagreeable account from our European fervanis, but which was 
not fo bad as to hinder me from taking a fhort fleep. 
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At one in the morning vre arrived at our fecond ftage Kaun-Mufahah^ i/S*- 
latitude 33* 58' north, where we pitched our tents, and lay in them; 'fhe 
Caravanferah here is old and not kept clean. Our would have procured j- 
us a houfe in the village if we had chofen it. About nine o’clock, two par- abVh ^ ^ * 
ties with camels and afles came in from Conftantinople., and put up at the 
Caravanferah ; they were accompanied by a few horl’emen, who had been 
robbed and wounded to the northward of Moful. 

The evenings and nights are pleafantly cool, but the days very hot. We 
get mutton,, milk, and grapes. We ate pretty freely yefterday of the laft, 
but as fome of us had fymptoms of a Diarrhoea' % coming on, we denied our- 
felves to-day, and fed on milk. Few of us have any appetite for meat, 
fo that little is ufed. Yelterday we allowed ourfelves qne bottle of Madeira 
wine, and the fame quantity at night. 

At feven o’clock this evening we fet off, and travelled rather eafterly for 
about two hours, when we crofTcd a pretty good bridge over a creek of 
the Tygris, and then went north ; paffed through fome fields of corn-ftubble, 
and about eleven, over a good ftone bridge built acrofs a river called 
(according to the found of the word as pronounced by our country fervants) 

Chiba Ilarpjie, which they tell us, rifes in Perfa, and falls into the Tygris. Chiba 
At a quarter of a mile difiance to the right of this river, is a handfome ILlrpsie. 
new Kaun or Caravanferah, and the ruins of an old one. It is called 
Soubah-Kaun, or Chibach Couprie, that is, Chibach Bridge. The Aga obferv- 
ing that we were defirous of feeing every thing that was remarkable, pro- 
poled riding up to it, which we did. 

The late Bajha Hamet performed a very gallant aflion near this fpor, 

Killing with his lance a lion which for three years had been the terror of 
the whole neighbourhood : they lay, that his horfe in its violent exertions 
on the occafion, burft afunder, he then mounted a mare, which as fome 
relate, kicked the lyonon the head, and ftunned himi by this lucky circum- 
ftance the Bafha had an opportijnity of plunging his lance into his belly, 
and laying him dead at his feet. 

At three this morning, we paffed over another ftone bridge of two arches, June 22. 
after travelling eight hours, and pitched our tents by the Caravanferah of 
Dely-abafs-couprie, which by an obfervation taken by Mr. Doidge, lies in Ib^^V-cou- 
latitude 34" 10' north. This Kaun is but a forry one 5 we got to it a prie K.aun. 
little after three in the morning, but found other travellers in polfeflion. 

We again repofed under our tents, having experienced this day and yefter- 
day, to be violently hot; the hotteft indeed I had ever felt, and to me 
alraoft infupportable, . taking away the appetite, and producing an exceflive 
thirft: my fellow travellers however could eat a bit of mutton, and fup a 
little broth, which is more than I can attempt. 

K r 
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1758. At fome diftancc Up the river is a village, from whence we got good 
V— ' milk, but no fruit. In our journey for the two laft ftages, we obferved 
locutts in great abundance ; the foil was well cultivated and fertile, by means 
of the river-water being let in. We paflcd many travellers, among others, 
the prefent BaJtja of Kirccoie, who for fome mifclemeanour had fallen under 
the Grand Seignior's dilplealure. He is going to Baghdad to get Solyman 
Bajha to intercede for him. 

At feven in the evening, we mounted again, with our arms ; it being 
thought expedient to be well on our guard, until we have paflcd fome 
Kafcadawric mountains in fight, called Kufcadaxvrie^ often infefled by robbers. Now 
Mountains, we drew lots, -and icttled our turns in the Takht Rcvans ■, and as Meflieurs 
and Ptgot^ the two lightell men, ride together in one, we are alternately, 
on and off our horfes or mules, every two hours. The motion of thefe 
vehicles is uneafy ; yet, not to fo great a degree as to prevent wearied 
travellers from getting a little flecp, which, though broken and interrupted, 
we find to be of great benefit. 

7 'he heat of this day has been beyond mcafure fatiguing. I intended fo 
have proceeded to, and pafled over the mountains on horle-back wdth my 
arms ; but foon became fo faint and weak, as to be obliged to difmount, 
and betake myfelf to the Takht Revan, hill nine o’clock, when I remounted 
at the foot of the hills wdth fome degree of fpirits, and fo travelled on till 
eleven, amidfl: romantic, craggy, flinty rocks, formed very advantageoufly 
for giving a few robbers an opportunity of attacking a gseat number of 
pafl'engers : but fortunately none prefented themfelvcs. At twelve we 
got on the other fide of the hills, into a well cultivated valley, where 
were corn-ftubbles. This vale is flooded at the diferetion of the 
Narin river, farmer, by a little river which we paflcd over, called Narin, whole 
water is very brackifli, owing to the fait petre, with which the foil 
abounds. 

June 23. About two in the morning, as we marched on, we difeovered a fmall 
village to the left, inhabited by the hulbandmen of the arable lands; we 
diftinguilhed it by the lights, and barking of dogs. At four, we got near the 
Kabatapa town Karatapa^ lying, by Mr. Dw^/^ps obfervation, 1034'’ 30' N. latitude; 

but our inulateers miftaking the road, it was half part five before we reacheci 
it. The Jga advanced before, and at our entrance met us, enquiring whe- 
ther it was our pleafure to pitch our tents, or put up in an houfe : we 
chofe the latter, and were ffiewn to the chief’s, wherein were prepared two 
or three well fwept apartments, with carpets and cufhions laid on the ground. 

• This is a good looking ’Turkijh country town, built with mud ; it flands on 
an eminence, and the ftreets are broader than any I have feen in Turky. 
The inhabitants were more fwarthy than thofe of Baghdad, owing, probably 
5 10 
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to their working in the fields and gardens j here arc many gardens, and yet 
we can get no fruit. 

In this town of Karatapa are hundreds of Storh \ you fee them almoft 
on every houfe, in every garden, and on the walls and trees. They feem 
to think themfelvcs in great fecurity, are in no kind of fear at the fight or 
approach of man or beaft. They had three or more young ones in their 
nefts. The old birds make a very odd noife with their beaks, not unlike 
that of the Negroes inufical finger-cracker. When this is doing, the 
head is turned backward, and the upper bill placed on the rump, while 
the under is fet into the quickeft motion, and made to adl: upon the 
other: this bird’s beak is eight or nine inches in length like that of the 
Pelican, and the fame lhape •, there is alfo a fmall red bag hanging at 
the throat. 

The houfe we refide in belongs to the Sheick of the village, who cleared 
it of his women, and had it cleaned on our account. The walls are very 
thick, whereby the heat is much lefs diftrefling than in the two preceding 
days. The water here would have been good, had it been firft fined, but 
this our fervants carclefly neglected : we find by experience, that half an 
ounce of the powder of Alum., thrown into 12 or 14 gallons of muddy water, 
will in an hour and half make it perfedly clear-, learning this before we 
left Bajfora, we there fupplied ourfelves with a fufficiency of Alum for thefe 
ofes. We found no inconvenience from the Alum, and I am inclined to 
think that it is not only an excellent purifier of thick muddy water, but that 
in hot climates, it cools the body and braces up the relaxed fibres. 

At fix this evening, the weather was cloudy, which we very fcldom had 
an opportunity of noting before ; the air fince we left Bajfora, has been very 
d:y, a few nights on the Euphrates excepted. The primings to our fire- 
locks and piftols were never damp. Our Aga here acquainted us, that he 
thought it proper to take with us the armed men of the place, and if we 
approved of it, he would fpeak to the Commandant to be ready to march. 
(By virtue of his order from the Bajba he could command this ; neverthelcfs 
a pecuniary fatisfaflion from us will be expefted). We confented, and at 
feven fet out with our guard confifting of an officer and 1 2 horfemen equip- 
ped with piftols and lances. 

On our left were the ruins of fome houfes ; and at a quarter after feven a 
Cbotarda who rode poll, paflTed us, accompanied with two horfemen le.'vants ; 
they were from Mofut going to Baghdad, and their news was, that the 
Bajha from Aleppo was expeded at Mejul next Monday, and that two Caravans 
were ftill detained there. At half paft eight, there fell a Ihower of large 
drops of rain ; a fhort but acceptable refreffiment to fuch thirfty, panting 
wretches as we are. 
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June 24- 

J^SKEE-COU- 


At twelve we croffed another river (which they called like the laft, Nam) 
on a little paltry bridge. Ail this night we travelled over a hilly, ftorvy, 
uncultivated country, until about half a mile before we reached AJhie-confrie., 
to which place* we got at half paft two in the morning. Here we found 
the Sheick'% houfe ready to receive us, the Aga having advanced before for 
that purpofe. 


This village lies by obfervation in 34* 50' north latitude ; is built on an 
hill, bath rivulets running by it, the water of which is very clear and good; 
We could get no. fruit here unlefs the Booherry, but were told, that at the 
next ftage we (hall get fruit, as well as wine •, both will be very acceptable. 
I'he want of the firfl: we judge to have been the caufc of our being all pain- 
fully conftipated v and the liock of wines laid b at Calcutta zn<^Bcmbay, is ex- 
pended or dellroyed to abput three dozen of bottles. Our indeed puts ua 
to no expence for wine or ftrong liquors-, he drinks only coffee, fherbetand 
water: a man every way different from our Bajfora Chocarda, Twenty 
Piajlra were given to the Commandant for himfelf and the troop which 
efcorted us hither; and as the Caravan for Mofiil had been lately rob- 
bed between this Ipot and Kircocte^ the Aga recommended our taking 
another guard ; he behaves with great care and modefty, and affured us, 
in a very pleafing manner, that his only ftudy is that of our eafe and 
fafety. We hope he is a ^'wk of honour, and fo fubmit ourfelves to his 
diferetion. 


We faw this morning in the air, a prodigious quantity of very fmall bats, 
and about noon we oblerved thoulands of them clinging to the rafters of our 
houfe. Wc fpent this d.ay comfortably, compared with fome that were pafl, 
chiefly owing to our being in a houfe. Our tents are made of canvas, well 
painted, lined with chintz, and have alfo a marquis ; but a painted tent 
like our’s, is better calculated to relift the rain than the heat ; and could we 
have foreleen that we fliould have come a road, where we hitherto have 
found plenty of water, a common canvas tent would have better anfwen-cd 
our end ; as in the heat of the day, we might have kept it conftantly wetted 
with water, which is altogether imprafticablc with thole we now have. The 
wind blows generally frelh, but fo loaded with burnbg particles of fand, 
that we find it more for our refrelbmcnt to. follow the Ecijl India cuftom of 
lliutting it out, than admitting it to us. 

A little before fun-fet, we began to m.-irch ; our little Caravan is now 
increafed, feveral travellers going our way having joined us for protedfion. 
It confifts of our own three horles, and twenty five mules, there ought to 
have been thirty ; in excufe for the deficiency, the raulateer pretends that 
although we agreed for eight mules to our two Takht Revans^ and two to 
our cages, yet from cuftom, there fhould be but four for the firft, and one 
for the laft, and that Cejee Raphael knew of this cuftom, and agreed to 
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theobferving it: we liave now no rennedy, unlefs at Aleppo, To oiir Cara- 1758. 
van, muft be added our Aga'^,, and his three fervants horfes, eight horfe- ■ .e 
guards, and near 30 mules or afles. The moon not rifing till late, the 
Takht Revans were preceded by two great lights, plaa'd in iron ftoves, and 
carried by Turkijh fervants. 

All this night, we travelled a W. N. "W. courfe, having, not far to our 
right, a chain of high, rocky mountains, which are called Courmaratida, Courmantida 
among which are ruins of ancient fortrelfes, but now without inhabitants-, Mountaiiif. 
and on the top of three or four of the mountains are foine decayed tur- 
rets built by Kuli Khan. Thefe mountains Hand about N. W. and 
S. E. they continued near to us without any break, till three in the Jane 2;- 
morning, when, we arrived in the neighbourhood of Douzcourmatee. Here Dou^cou li- 
the mountains ceafe for a while, and a valley begins, through which run 
many little rivers ; we pafTed over five or fix by bridges of one and two 
arches. To within a quarter of a mile of this town, the whole night’s 
journey was barren and uncultivated, when we came upon fotne corn- 
ftubble, in which were abundance of Locujis : many thoufands of them 
mull be deftroyed by the trampling of our cattle; but their numbers no.t- 
withftanding, fall vaftly Ihort of what I faw in Madagafcar,, where the air 
hath been fo full of them, that a man could not be diftingiiiflied at the 
diftance of a hundred yards. 

Douzeourmatee is compofed of good mud houfes, the gardens are well 
walled, and yield dates, ap. icots, apples and grapes, the latter not 

ripe. The feverity of the laft winter had fpoiled many of the vines, but 

we were told, that commonly, good wine is to be found in this place. 

ITe Aga, as ufual, went before, and got a room ready for our reception. 

We procured fome good milk, a lamb, very fine apples, and cucum- 
bers. Laft night the wind was high, and moll: difagrecably hot and dry- 
ing ; I fpoke to our hoft of the fuffocating effeft whicli I experienced 
from if; and he told me to confider it as a fliort and flight vifit of t!ie 
Samel. 

This morning, we obferved many women of the village very bi-fi- in 
fupplying their families with water from the running Urea ns, st the foot 
of the hills, in earthen pitchers. Two men of confide-abla confequence, 
vifited US; the governor of the place and country adj.a ent, \va;, one 
of them, and who is a near relation of the BaJiM of Bia-rkkir,, a iiandibme 
man of thirty years of age; the other was tlie Coramandant ot 1 thoufand of 
Bajha Solyman's forces, which are maintained here. Owv Aga conlulted them 
on the ftatc of the country we are to pal's through tlic foilov/mg night, and 
learned that it is not altogether peaceable, for very lately a courier of the 
Bafia of Baghdad accompanied with fix or eight otlier horlerncn, had been at- 
tacked by fome Arabs: we therefore relolved to take 15 toot Ibldicrs, and that 
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the Sbeick who lives at fome diftancc in our road, flioulS join ui with i^Arals^ 
who would be of more fervicc to us than a greater number of any other 
kind, as Arabs do not ufually fight with Arabs ; but this order is difcretional, 
and left to the Sbeick to decline executing, provided he fhall be convinced 
that the road is not infeded. 

Monday We fet off at feven in the evening as ufual, and without any moleftation 
June 26. got to Tawook, in 35“ 10 north latitude, about half paft two in the morn- 

ing, having had for two thirds of the way, mountains at a fmall diftancc 
on our right, but for the laft part of our journey, they were farther from 
us, inclining more to the eaftward of the north : when we were only about 
a mile from the village they were almoft out of fight, and a plain, or ex- 
tenfive vale fucceeded, through which pafTed many a rivulet of good water; 
over one of them was a water-mill at work. 

This village is but a forry one, feated on a hill ; we got to it over a very 
ftony road : the adjacent country was rude and barren, if we except a very 
few ftubble acres. The inhabitants of Tawoak breed filk-worms, and 
weave a filk, which they fend for fale to the merchants of Baghdad, and 
other towns. 

We were not fo well off here for lodgings, as of late, yet thofe we have 
are much lefs difagrecable than a tent, and are the beft the placer affords : 
they belonged to a private man whofe wives were obliged to move out ; we 
faw them in the yard, nor did they feem to take much pains to conceal 
their faces. But this was not the firft country village fince we left Bagb-> 
dad, where we noticed the women to be little fcrupulous in this re- 
fpeft. Two or three females are our fellow-travellers*, they ride aftride 
their mules, but with the black horl'c-hair covering over their faces; and 
as the cuftom of the country forbids us even to look at, much lefs to 
, fpeak to them, we remain entire ftrangers to each other, nor can we 
gratify our inclinations by complimenting them in any refped whatever. 
Mr. Shaw, who has refided many years among the people of Turky, 
affured me, it was not only the highell affront you could pollibly fhew 
a Turk to enquire for the healrfi of the female part of his family, but 
that it was efteemed very rude even to mention the name of any of the 
fair fex. 

The laft night was very plcafant, the air cool and ferenc, which, thank 
God, continues even now, though twelve at noon. Five T urks with high 
caps on their heads, and armed, palfed us juft now on horfeback, and 
alfo a fmall caravan with about 12 camels and 20 alfes loaded with 
tobacco, which probably was under the protedion of thefe high cap 
gentlemen. 
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With the fame feil6w-travellers as yefterday, and about fifteen foot fol- 4758. 

tUers taken from hence, we began our march at fevcn in the evening, and 
continued advancing over barren ground for the village ‘Tazalcomatoor^ 
until we got oppofitc to it. We then ftruck off to the right, travelling 
more north, dirccflly for Kircoote^ taking care not to touch at the firll men- 
tioned village. By this conduft, they fay, we fave a two hour’s journey. 

Until we got within four or five miles of Kirroote, we pafled nothing but 
uncultivated ftony lands ; but then all was arable to the city, and for i'ome 
miles around was a fine plain. 

We reached Kircootei which lies in 35® 30' of north latitude, at four 
in the morning, and pafled by the town and citadel to a houfe which KiRcooit. 
had been provided for us, at a little diftance from the town. The fort is 
of an oblong figure, fituated on a high artificial mount, which in the rainy 
feafon is by the run of waters from the neighbouring mountains, made an 
ifland. About fifteen years ago, Nadtr Shah took it hfter a fiege of 24 days: 
an old lurkijh gentleman of the place informed me, that the citadel was 
defended by the inhabitants unaflifted by the foldiery j about 5000 were in 
arms, nor did they furrender but on honourable terms ; their properties were 
fecured to them, only a grant of provifions for the Perfian army was agreed 
to. KuH Khan conformed himfelf to the letter of the capitulation, till he 
returned from his unfuccefsful expedition againft Moful, and no longer j for 
he then levied heavy contributions, and on the approach of the Kurhjh 
army, retired, taking with him as much money as he could get from the 
inhabitants, as well as goods and effefts for the ufe of his army. A little 
to the fouthward of the town he ftored a magazine with corn and other pro- 
vifions ; thefe, he could not conveniently take away, nor would he deftroy 
them, but left them to fall into the hands of his enemy. During the fiege 
of the citadel, near 500 of the defenders were killed, and the people 
in general were very much fatigued and diftrefi'ed. do the eaftward 
of the city mount, is the' tomb of the Turkijh Bajha Hojfein^ who was 
wounded in the battle of Dcrbent by a mufket ball from Nadir Shah's 
army, and then put to death by the fabre of a mercilefs Perfian foldicfi 
for which difhonourable and inluiman aft, the Shah ordered him im- 
mediately to be executed, and fent the body of the Bajha hither to be 
honourably interred ; tins incident happened a ilaort time before the cap- 
ture of Kircoote. 

Tiie inhabitants in general, are maintained by agriculture, the lands here* 
aboiits being very fertile ; large quantities of corn are fent from hence to 
foreign markets ; the mechanics, fuch as taylors, llioemakcrs, ike. live as 
in other places, by their induftry. But there is no mannfafture carried on 
here of any confequence. 

We were fupplied with pretty good mutton, eggs, grapes, apples, cu- 
cumbers, figs, fugar-candy and bread. 


The 
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The houfe to which we were conduced was at the diftance of a quarter 
of a mile from the town ; it had a pretty garden, with a neat pond, gTafs plats, 
rofe trees and running ftreams, whofe banks were agreeably fhaded by the 
willow. This fpot belongs to the chief of the Mahometan priefts ; our A^a 
had rode on before, and obtained permiflion of the governor and prieft tor 
our admittance. We made a lliort repalt, and about five, threw ourfelves 
down on our cots. At nine in the morning, the governor, the Mu£'akm or 
captain of the fort, and commmd'ing Janizary, with two or three of the prin- 
cipal ofKcers, came to vifit us j as we were not rifen, they flayed fome little 
time with the priefl, and out Aga, and then went away leaving their com- 
pliments. The real governor of Kircoote is a Bajha o( two tails, who at 
prelent was in difgrace, as jufl obferved } the gentleman who aefted in 
his abfence is only pro tempore. 

At four in the afternoon, Mr. Doidge and I returned the vifit, accom- 
panied by the Jga, an interpreter, and two other fervants. We were re- 
ceived with high marks of refpeft •, ftools with culliions both for our feats, 
and feet, were placed on the right-hand fide of the governor. The gover- 
nor received us after the common cuftom in Turky, fitting on his carpet, 
but politely bending his body, and bringing his hand up to his breaft; and 
after we were feated, he paft fome handfome compliments, and gave us an 
invitation to tarry four or five days for our refrelhment, afluring us that 
after having entertained us in the beft manner in his power, he would take 
care that at our departure, we ftiould be very well efcorted. We cxcufed 
ourfelves from tarrying, but thanked him for his polite offer. On his left 
hand, fat eight or ten of the principal fT urks of the place ; moft of them were 
very perfcnable, as indeed the Turks in general are, both as to flature and 
comelinefs, adorned with full, large, piercing black eyes, and arched 
eye-brows. Curiofity had brought about the cOurt-yard where we were en- 
tertained, a great number of fpeCtators, who had never before feen an 
ropean habit. W^e enquired among other things, concerning the prefent 
flute of affairs in Perjia, but could not find that they had any late accounts. 
It was obferved during the converfation, that unhappy kingdom had not 
only been made mifcrable for many years paft through the Tword, but by 
the plague -, which occafioned me to fay that thefe two were the greateft of 
human curfes ; on which the governor gravely replied, “ they are not of Man, 
but of Cod'* 

In the evening, our party, in company with three or four priefts, fpent 
an hour or two on the fide of the pond, into which continually flowed feveral 
plealant rivulets. The Chief Priejl, who feemed to have an haughty fpirit, 
informed me, that within the fort was preferved the tomb of the Chriftian 
St. Dennis, buried here at the time when Chrijiians had polfeflions in this 
country. No fooner had he concluded, than, very abruptly, he by the in- 
terpreter, put to me the following queftion : “ Since we Mujfulmen have in 
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^ the higheft regard all the Prophets^ whom Chrijiians ttvtrt and fince we * 75 ^ 

“ even greatly honour and refpeft the name of Jefus Chrijl, how comes it -v— >' 

“ that you Chrijlians, pay no regard at all to our Prophet ?” Uefirous of 
avoiding to enter on what I efteemed a dangerous fubjeft, 1 faid, That as 
“ we were not priefts, but men whofe bufinefs was to ferve their King and 
“ country by fea, fuch religious matters did not naturally fall under our 
“ confideration.” This anfwer did not prove fatisfaftory, for the prieft re- 
peated the queftion with an uncommon eameftnefs ; to which I anfwcred, 

“ That there were not wanting among Chrijlians^ men, who paid fome at- 
“ tention to the memory of Mahomet^ on account of the charitable maxims 
“ he inculcated ; and the temperance and fobriety which he fo ftridly en- 
“ joined his followers.” He muttered to himfclf, but faid no more. I 
afterwards bathed in the prieft’s rivulet, under the lhade of the willows ; 
which brought to my remembrance, the fatisfaftion I had formerly enjoyed 
of the fame kind in the pleafant ftream of the Avon. 

The Aga judged it proper to reft this day here, both for the relief of June z%. 
men and beafts : the heat to-day and yefterday, though great, hath yet been 
tolerable ; the nights arc agreeably cool, and have continued fo during 
our whole journey. Agreeable to advice given us before we entered T'urky, 
we all decline having the lead pretence to phyfical or chiriirgical knowledg'“ 
for otherwife, our lodgings from morning to night would be crowded with 
patients : as it is, there arc many who apply to us and afk queftions, but 
we do not forget to let them know, we fpeak from hcarfay only. 

Storks are here in abundance. We have heard no Tinging birds, except the 
lark, fince we left the Euphrates. Yefterday, for the firft time fince I left 
England^ I faw a magpye. We find here a troublefome biting gnat, or 
Mufeheto., different from all others, in that it makes no buzzing node upon 
its approach. 

At fix in the evening we mounted our beafts, accompanied by the Miif- 
fclem and our Aga ■, we fet out earlier than ufual, in order to fee the fort ; three 
or 400 boys followed us, who were very rude, and proceeded even to tlirow 
ftones at us, which behaviour gave the Aga and MuJJelem a great deal of 
vexation. We afeended -the hiil on horfe-back, and fo entered the citadel •, 
rode through a Bazar, and feveral narrow ftreets. The length ot the fort 
was about 250 yards, breadth 120; the hill it is upon, together with the 
wall, is about 80 feet high ; a work of great labour, confiding of earth and 
fmall ftones well I'ammed. We faw no cannon, nor any regular haftions •, 
the ftrengch of the place depends on its fituation, and capability of being 
defended with ftones and mufieetry. Many common trades are carried on 
by the inhabitants within the fort. We faw feveral of their women, vdrofe 
curiofity had led them to the tops of their houfes to view the Franks. We were 
condudled to a Mofque with a Minaret, and there were defired to difmount 1 
which we did, following the example of our Aga-, we were then bade to 
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j boots, before we entered the church to fee the tomb of St^ 

■ ’■ Dennis : as we had received no intimation that any fuch honour as feeing a 
Mofque was intended us, and not knowing that ChriJ^ans were ever per- 
mitted to enter, we helitated, and ordered it to be intimated to the Caliph 
who was there, that we had always underftood that none but thole of the 
Mahometan faith were allowed to go into their churches, and that our 
curiofity was fufficiently fatisfied, defining that we might do nothing irre- 
gular. He replied, it was true that Chrijlians., inhabitants of the country, 
were not allowed to enter, but as we were travelling gentlemen, and 
Cbrijlian Saints were depofited here, they wilhed to oblige us, and provided 
we left our boots without, there was nothing that hindrcd our admiflion. 
We ftill doubted of the propriety of the ftep, and were the more uneafy 
about it by an incident which had happened between Mr. Pigot and the 
Chief Prieft. On this critical occafion we looked round, but could not for the 
crowd dilcover our jiga ; we then made the interpreter call aloud for him, 
and agreed he Ihould be alked, if there was nothing imjproper in the thing 
propofed, and whether we ran any rilk in complying : he, with great feriouf- 
nefs fpoke to the prieft and Mujfelem, and after receiving their anfwers, he told 
us, “ No.” We then defired that he himfelf Ihould Ihew us the way; 
accordingly he pulled off his boots, and entered the Mofque ; we did the 
fame, and found it a neat little building without pwiinting, or other orna- 
ments : it had a fmall pulpit fomewhat raifed, and two tombs railed round, 
in which they told us were the remains of two ancient holy Chrijlians ; 
one of them they called Saint Dennis^ the other we could not make out, 
they faid either Hofea or Ifaiah. I alked, if they were fure it was not the 
tomb of A Jew inftead of a Chrijlian? Was anfwered, no Jew^ but a Chrif- 
tian. Within the railing were the coffins of the dead, but as thefe were 
covered, our curiofity carried us no farther. The prieft of the Mofque 
fprinkled us with rofe-water, and threw fome on our handkerchiefs ; and 
then we withdrew to the porch, where he afked us for a prefent, which we 
ordered our fervant to give him. We put on our boots, mounted our 
horfes, and rode out of the fort to follow the Caravan^ which had already 
began its march. 

We had great reafon to believe, that the prieft had fixed his eye upon Mr. 
Pigot, a handfome youth of about twenty, to make a convert of him ; for he 
took feveral occafions to go to him, whilft he lay on his cot in a lhady retreat, 
and endeavoured this very afternoon to make him repeat after him fome 
'■J'urkijh fentences, which Mr. Pigot, unfufpicious of danger, attempted to do : 
the prieft took him by the hand, and directed him to ftand (as Mr. Pigot 
underftood rather by his motions than words) inftead of continuing to lie at 
length on his cot; Francifeo, one of our country fervants, zMaronite Chrif- 
tian, and born 2lX. Aleppo, paffing by and hearing him repeat the words '‘'•Allah 
il Allah, Muhamed refoul AllabJ' which fignified, a declaration of the exif- 
tence of one God, and of Mahomet being his true Prophet, called to Mr. Pigot, 
and defired him not to repeat them : he then ran to me, defiring with tears in 

his 
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fiis eyes, that I would enjoin the young gentleman not to fuffer himfelf any 1758. 
more to be thus exercifed, for the pricft was attempting to convert him to 
Mahometanifm ; adding, he knew an inftance of it at Smyrna, where an 
unwary perlbn having been taught the like words, the meaning of which 
he did not underftand, and enticed to repeat them before proper witnefles, 
found himfelf under a neceflity of undergoing the other ceremonies, as ablu- 
tion, circumcifion, &c. which are always the appendages of converfion. This 
fervant fince aflured me, that the Chief Prieji did then and often afterwards 
highly abufe him for having intermeddled ; adding, that he was now grown 
old, muft die foon, and would go to hell, unlefs he embraced the true 
faith. On our leaving the prieft’s houfe, we defired his acceptance of fome 
raw coffee, and half a dozen of china coffee-cups which our Aga had 
recommended as the moft agreeable prefent we could make. We lent it 
by Francifeo, with our thanks for his civilities ; he received it with a con- 
fequential air, but thanked us, and with a high founding voice, faid, “ He 
hoped before long we fhould all become true MujfulmenA 

We took with us from Kircoote 1 5 armed men, and travelled over a June 29. 
tradt, rocky, and perfeAly barren, till after four o’clock in the morning, 
when we met with fome ground which had here and there a cultivated fpot. 

At half paft four, we rode by a miferably looking village on our left; 

it extended to a new bridge of one high arch, which was of fo difficult an 

afeent, that we judged it fafeft to difmount. This bridge was built at 

the expence of the reigning Bajha of Baghdad, the old one being in ruins ; 

two arches of it ftill remain at a little diftance from the new bridge, which 

is about 45 feet high, and very narrrow. Having palfed a little river by 

this bridge, we came to a fmall town called Alton-Couprie. The river hath Ai ton- 

its fource in the high Courdifian mountains, which we now faw to the right Couprie. 

before us, whofe tops are partly covered with fnow, and empties itfelf 

into the Tygris, The old bridge here, they tell us was built by the ancient 

Chrijiians, to whom the town formerly belonged. The river abounds with 

fifh, and wc got fome fine carp > there are fome we were told which weigh 200 

pounds. 

We pitched our tents on an eminence, fbmewhat to the northward of 
the town, and for want of a houfe, continued in them the whole day. 

Here I again experienced the weather to be unfpeakably hot and diftreffing. 

We have to rejoice however that our good fortune brought us this way, 
and did not fuffer us to go by that of the Great Defert. Dreadful is the heat 
even here ! but how much more muft it have been in the other road, 
where we fhould ever have been in want of a houfe and vegetables, and 
never have had a plenty of water. In our way hither, wc faw a large ftone 
bomb-lhell, which our guard told us was one of Kuli Khanfs j we met alfo 
a little Caravan, four days from Moful: they confirmed the account we 
before received of the Bajha's being expefted there in four or five days, and 
that the two great Caravans waited for an efcort. 
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To-day we got a fine water-melon, and two or riiree ordinary muHi- 
melons. This town has not any manufadture, the people live by what they 
get from paflcngers who go through it, and by the produce of their agri- 
culture. The country in general is hilly, not to fpcak of the before- 
mentioned Courdijlan mountains, which appear to me to run about N. N. W. 
and S. S. E. Thefe, and the Sanjack mountains oppofite to them, are the 
retreating places of the common robbers of the country, who always attack 
fuch parties of travellers, as they think are unable to refift them. Here 
are many ftorks; thefe birds feaft on flugs, worms, Csfr. which they find 
in the corn-fields, and fometimes on ferpents ; at leaft we were credibly 
informed fo. 

At the common hour, (feven in the evening) we decamped from Jllon- 
Cotiprie.) and took with us 30 foot foldiers. We travelled the whole 
night in a pleafant, cool air, and without the leaft moleftation ; our guard, 
according to their ufual cuftom,. firing now and then a muficet, in terrorm. 
The country, like what v)e have fo long travelled over, is ftony and uncul- 
tivated, afi'ording only wild ftirubs and thiftles ■, of the laft there are great 
quantities, and a vaft variety, from the fize of a middling artichoke to 
that of the fmalleft rofe-bud. At one in the morning, we got to Ttngce 
Katin, which is a good building, ftanding by itfelf,' and well adapted tor 
the reception of travellers. Here our T akht Revan-gee and Mocah or head 
mulateer would have put up, but were oppofed by us and the Aga : they 
pleaded that both men and beafts were tired, and that we were at too 
great diftance to think of proceeding to Arvele. The debate continued for 
fome time, till at length we prevailed ; and purfuing our journey through 
the fame kind of country, without any thing remarkable happening, we 
came in fight of the high fort of Arvele about five in the morning *. 

This fort is built like thixzt Kircooie on a high artificial mount, of difficult 
accefs, and its form is circular. The prefent village is but a trifling one ; 
that a larger town once ftood here is manifeft in a very ftriking manner 
by the great extent of the old burial-ground, and by fome ruins which are 
ftill vifible. 1 take the fort to be half as large again, and the hill perhaps 
20 feet higher than, that of Kircoate. It was attacked and taken by Nadir 
Sbah after a fiege of five or fix days. The village ftands at the foot of 
the fort, towards die fouth-weft. 

Before fix we arrived at Arvele. Kaun, at which, although a poor one, 
we put up, as being a better defence from the fun than our tents. We got 

• jfrvele, probably the remains of the ancient Hither after the battle of 

Gaugameha, retreated at midnight from the vidlorious Alexander of Macedon. He did not day 
here long, but fat out for Media, in order to recruit his army. Soon' after his departure Alex, 
ander arrived at Arlela, which city furrendered to him, and in it he found a great quantity 
of furniture and equipage belonging to the crown, and 4000 talents, and all the riches of his 
army, which Danut had left tlitre before the engagement. Guthrie’s of tbeWorld. 
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fiere good bread, eggs, milk, a lamb, and fome red apples. — r-The Perfian 1758. 

mountains continue in fight ; the Turkijh country is yet hilly. ^ 

At eight in the evening, we left Jrvele with 30 foldiers, and continued a 
wclt-courfe almoft all night, the ground affording wild flirubs only amongfl 
which there was abundance of the wild marjoram in bloom, and the beau- 
tiful flowering oleanders. At half paft four we faw a hare, and foon after jujy 
got to a river called Zarp, which we paffed on Kellecks*. We had but ^arp River, 
a little way to walk on the other fide, before we arrived at a comfortable 
clean houfe, near a town called Zaave, in which we continued the whole day i Zaave. 
and there heard by an Jga from Moful, of the new Bajha'% arrival, and that 
the Caravan would iet out next ihurfda)\ with 40 flags, or about 1000 
foldiers. 

Our Aga had fome trouble here to make the captain of the fokliery 
attend us with a guard to Moful. He at firfl: ablblutely refufed, and even 
when he feemed to confent, he made fuch an exorbitant demand for his at- 
tendance, that our leader could not comply with it, but pofitively told him, 
that if he perfifted in his condudl, he would immediately difpatch a mef- 
fenger to Bajha Solyman, and wait either here, or at Moful, for his aniwer ; 
affuring him moreover that he would oblige him to give his refufal under 
his hand. The captain was greatly alarmed at this, and af ter fome reflec- 
tion, agreed to go with us, on the promife of 25 Piajlres for himfelf arKl 
12 men accoutred with lances and piftois. This captain is fufpeded of 
being privately concerned with the robbers in the neighbouring mountains, 
and that either for his aftual affiftance, or certain connivances, he fliares 
with them in all the plunder they get between this place and Moful: but 
this my informer faid, was no wonder, fince this very man and all the in- 
habitants of the village, pay adoration to the Devil. 

I did not give credit to this report at firfl, but afterwards was aflured by 
Padre Lanza a miffionary at Moful, that it was very true, and that there 
are many more of the fame religion in this country. The Sanjacks in par- 
ticular are of the number. Thefe people once profeffed Chriflianity, then 
Mahometanifm, and lafl of all Devilifm. Yet even now, according to tlie Padre, 
they will in their greateft dillrefl'es, call out Jefus, Jefus ! Thefe people 
fay, ’tis true that the Devil has at prefent a quarrel with God ; but the time 
will come when the pride of his heart being fubdued, he will make his 
fubmiffion to the Almighty, j and as the Deity cannot be implacable, the 
Devil will receive a full pardon for all his paft tranfgreffions, and he, and 
all thole who paid him attention during his difgrace, will be admitted into 
the bleflfed manfions. This is the foundation of tlieir hope •, and this chance 
for heaven they efleem to be a better one, than that of trufting to their 

Kellecks are made offheep or goat-fkina blown up; upon tbefe, large fticks arc laid acrofs^ 
which make a fort of deck ; they are moved along by two men with paddles. 
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175s, own merits, or the merits of the leader of any other religion whatfoeven 
^ The perfon of the Devil they look on as facred ; and when they affirm any 
thing 'folemnly, they do it by his name. All difrefpedlful expreflions of 
him, they would punilh with death, did not the Turkijh power prevent 
them. To fhoe a horfe, in their language, is exprefled by a word that has 
a double meaning, and may imply a maledidtion of the DeviL This ex- 
prelTion therefore they religioufly avoid, and have conftituted another for 
the piirpofe. Whenever they fpeak of him, it is with the utmoft refpeft ; 
and they always put before his name a certain title, correfponding to that 
of his Highnefs^ or Lord, 

At twelve at night we refumed our march, and travelling over the fame 
fort of country as of late, with nearly a weft coiirle, we pafled about 
July 1 . three in the morning a fmall river, which takes its rile alio ainongtl the 
Perjiah mountains, and falls into the Tygris. A hour five o’clock we got 
Camalisk to a poor town, inhabited by Chrijtians^ called Camaltjk GawerkoCy which, 
Gaweri^oe I told, mtzm Chrijlian Gawerkoe. The chief of it informed me, that 
it was once a city, the feat of a Chaldean bifhop, and larger than Mojul is 
at prefent, but that it fuffered great perlecution, and was almoft entirely 
deftroyed when Mahometanifm firft took place in this part of the world. 

The town has now only about thirty families, defendants of the original 
poflcfiTors. Thefc, with the other Cbrijli ans the Grand SeignioPs do- 

minions, are permitted to live in peace, and to enjoy their religion on con- 
dition that they pay extraordinary taxes, and do not attempt to make pro- 
felites among the Muffulmen •, a breach of the law in this relpcft, being 
always punifhed with death. Not a miffionary or Chrijlian dares to write 
or fpeak to zP’urk about religion. Of what utility then can the miflion- 
arics of the church of Rome be in 7* urky^ in propagating the Chrijlian faith, 
unlefs we can fuppofe that they are fond of embracing martyrdom } And 
it is aflerted, that not a fingle inftance can be produced of the converfion of 
a Mahometan to any other religion, fince the commencement of the Hegira. 

The inhabitants fubfift by the profits of agriculture, and a fmall 
manufadure of coarfe linen cloth. They have a church, and four miniflers 
or PapaSy who are allowed to marry *, they live upon the voluntary contri- 
butions of their flock, and are appointed to their offices by the Chaldean Pa- 
triarch. Clofc by the town, are the remains of an artificial mount, whereon 
once ftood a citadel ; and within the town, a fragment or two of a large 
church yet ftand : heaps of rubbilh arc to be feen all around the village, 
as well as upon the hill. The prefent inhabitants fas we are informed) 
fpeak the original Chaldean language, as well as the T urkifh and Arabian. 

At a little diftance from the town, they fhew you the tomb of St. Bar- 
baray who, according to the Papas account, died a martyr by the hand of 
her own father, a Pagany becaufe llie perfifted to believe in jefus Chrijl. 
They tell you, that the father’s fword rcll to pieces in his hand at the firft 
3 attempt 
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•ttempt on Fiis daughter’s life,- that he then burnt her with red-hot 175*. 

pincers, and at laft cut her into pieces. They likewife tell you, that St. 

’Thomas preached the gofpel both at Nineveh., and at this place, in his way 
to the Eaji Indies. 

The air this morning was rather lharp, s«d not fo fcrenc as ufual. In 
the evening, our hoft, who is the head-man of the village, led us to the 
tomb of St. Barbara, which had been allb her prifon. It is placed at the 
foot of the hill, w hereon had ftood the citadel, and the King’s palace. Her 
father, as our conduftor told us, was prime-minifter to the King, and made 
ufe of the royal authority, as well as his own, to bring his daughter back 
irom Chrijiianity to the worlliip of the Gentile deiti«-, but all in vain, 
and fo fhe fuffered martyrdom on the account. Her alhcs, it is faid, ftill 
remain depofited in the wall of the prifon, on which is a tablet of marble 
■with an infcription in Chaldean charafters, within a circle. The diameter of 
the circle is about a foot. The infcription was quite pcrfeft till the time 
of Nadir Shah, who vifiting the tomb, and apprehending that money was 
hidden there, ordered the wall to be pulled down, by which fome of the 
charadters were defaced. In the feveral corners of the prifon we obferved 
other infcriptions in the fame charadiers ; they too are cut in marble, and 
relate to the father’s treatment of his daughter. Her figure is wretchedly 
executed in coarfe marble, with a crofs on her breaft. Several other crofles 
are alfo drawn and placed about the walls. 

We were afterwards conduced to the church of the prefent Chrijiians 
the face of it affords a ftriking imprcflion of its antiquity : it was built, ac- 
cording to the accounts given us, in the earlieft ages of Chrijlianity : it is 
without painting, has two ailes and a nave. The door of the altar was 
ihut, but we were told that within was contained the reprefentation of 
a crucified Jefus : on the right of the altar is the veftry ; to the left, the 
font foi baptifm by immerfion : at the weft end of the church are books, 
and among them the Old and New Teftament, with the church’s daily 
fervice, all in manufcripts of the Sjriac and Chaldean characters. 

Mr. Doidge bought of one of the inhabitants, the Old Teftament zs he (up- 
pofed, for the feller called it an hiftory of tlie Prophets. And one of the 
Deacons fold me an old manufcript, which on the word of a Chriftian he 
declared to be the Gojpel : of the truth of thefe affcriions neither of us was 
in the lead able to judge, we only intended them as curiofities for our learned 
friends in England *. ^ 

The church ftands eaft and weft, and is about 400 yards from the faint’s 
tomb. At fome little diftance to the fouthward of the town, are tlie ruins 

♦ A fpecimen of the MS, purchafed by the author, having been fince laid before Dodor 
Morton and Mr. of the Royal Society, they both decifively pronounced it to be the old 

or limplex Syriac verfion of the Nnutj Tejiument* An extract hereof is in the annexed plate. 

of 
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1758. of a confidcrable church, dedicated to St. John the Evangelifi : in the church 

— V— ^ which they now make ufe of, is a fmall crucifix, brought, fay the Papas, 

from Jerufakm, 

This place, as well as Moful, and many others, fuffered extremely laft 
year through the fcarcity of provifions, but not to lo great a degree as 
Diarbekir. 

Monday V^'e ftaid at this village till twelve at night, and then travelled W. b N. 

July 3. without any thing happening worthy of notice till half paft four, when we 
got upon arable land, which continued quite to the Eygris. About a little 
after five, we pafled a village on our left, ftanding clbie to fome ruins, 
which are reputed to be thofc of ancient Nineveh. Nigh the high road, is 
an old building held in great veneration by the Turks and Jews, who verily 
believe it to be the tomb of the Prophet Jonah. 

We erofled part of the Tygris on horfe-back, and the other part by a 
bridge of 19 boats: a little higher up the river, are the decayed arches of 
an antient ftone bridge. The water of the Tygris is very low here, and far 
from being rapid. A few days journey farther up, I was told it is much more 
lhallow', and continues to diminifh until it becomes very fmall, from w'hence 
.probably its head cannot be far off. 

Mosvl. half paih fjyg jp, fhe morning, we entered Moful through the gateway 

facing the river ; then turned to the left, and rode quite through the city, 
encamping a little to the fouthward, without the walls. 
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CHAP. V. 


Occurrences at Moful. — Situation of ancient Nineveh. — Account of th£ San- 
jacks. — "Journey from Moful to Efche-Moful, Nifibin, and Merdin ; with 
obfervations on thofe places, their produSlions, manufablures, ^c. i^c. 


O UR tents were pitched by the fide of the river, and very near to the 
ruins of a once handfome Chriftian church, adorned with curious 
figured Itone arcliitccTture in front ; this was afterwards converted into a 
Mofqiie, and Nadir Shah railed a battery upon its walls to play againfl: the 
city. 

While our Aga was vifiting at the p.alace, we difpatched tlie bilhop of 
Babylon'^ letter to Padre Lanza, and then repofed ourfelves on our cots. 
About nine in the morning, the Padre paid us a vifit, bade us welcome, ac- 
knowledged the receipt of his lordllrip’s letter, and alTurcd us of his readinefs 
to contribute all in his power, to our cafe and convenience. He told us, 
that he was obliged from duty as well as inclination, lb to do; not only in 
obedience to the bilbop’s requelf, but through gratitude for the many fa- 
vours which he and his brethren had received in this country, from Mr. 
Porter, the Englifj ambaflador at tiie Porte, Conful Drummond, and other 
gentlemen of our nation. He invited us to take up our abode at his houfe 
in the city; we promifed to be with him fometimes in the day, but begged 
leave to fleep in our tents, becaufe of the fliortnefs of our time. 

'J’he Caravans for Diarbekir and Aleppo, had but a few hours before our 
arrival, left the very fpot on which vve pitched our tents ; they marched only 
an li.ilf hour’s journey, when they again encamped, and theie tarry in order 
to dilcharge tlie culloms due to the government on their merchandifes. 
Priday next it is expeded they will proceed, with an efcort both of hoife 
and foot. 

•In the evening we were vifited by Padre Francifeo another Carmelite, 
lately from Aleppo in the Bafjah train. He is the Baftsa'i body phyfician, a 
poft of honour, which befides proteding him and his brethren, makes him 
■of fomc confequcnce in the country, but produces very littk pecuniary 

T t profit. 
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profit. His houfe indeed is partly fupplied with provifions by the Bajha ; 
and now and then, though very feldorn, he gets a prefent of fifty Piajlres: 
Hojfein, like the reft of the great men in Ttirky., being not only very cove- 
tous, but alfo is of opinion, that any perfon is amply rewarded by having 
the honour of admittance into his prefence, without receiving any other 
emolument for his fervices. 

He is at prefent indifpofed, fo that our Aga has not kifled his fleeve. His 
Kahier hath promifed us all protedlion ; and on his defiring to know 
our wants, and being told by the Aga that we defired only his charge 
to the Caravan-Bajhi, and commander of the troops which accompany the 
Caravan, to behave properly to us in our march, he alTured the Aga they 
fhould, and that with the grcateft refped, on forfeiture of their heads. 

Moful* (which by an obfervation taken by us lies in 36" 30' north) is the 
beft built city in Tiirky that I have yet fcen, but ftill has nothing in it wor- 
thy the notice of an European : its walls and baftions are pretty much out of 
repair, and have but a bad dry ditch around them ; yet Nadir Shah, although 
he befiegcd the place near fix months, could not take it. The prefent Bajha, 
at that time commanded, and the city was full of brave inhabitants, who 
one and all refolved to die rather than give it up to the enemy. The latter 
afiaulted the walls three feveral days fucceftively, but were as often re- 
pulfed V the breaches they made in the day were repaired in the night -, an 
uncommon ardor pofleffed the breafts of the befieged, even their women 
and children with the greateft chearfulnefs affifted in the defence of the city. 
The Chrijlians (who amounted to 10 or 12000 within the walls) be- 
haved fo well, as to gain the efteem and admiration of the other inhabitants. 
Some of their churches being much damaged during the fiege, were after- 
wards repaired at the expence of the government. The reigning BaJ}:,a 
indeed leans towards the Chrijlians, his grandfather being one, and a prieft ; 
and he often calls them his relations. He is now 68 years of age, and very 
infirm. During the fiege, the Turks declared publicly, that fhould the 
place be forced to furrender, they were determined to put all their wives 


MoufuJy the capital of a Beglerbe^aty Hands on the weft bank of the river ^ygris^ in 
latitude 36 degrees. It is a large city {*urrounded with ftone walls, and has many fair ftrect: , 
but withal a great many lying wafte. Tavernier fpeaks of it as a ruined place, that there arc 
only two blind markets, and a forry caftle, and yet he fays it is much frequented by merchants, 
and that its llajfa commands 30CO men. Here is a bridge of boats over the "Tygr'u, and the 
city is a thoroughfare from Ferfia to "Syrian which makes it a place of trade, and which is more 
augmented by a coriftant traffic from this place \o Baghdad, The country on this fide the river 
is Tandy and barren, but over-againft it is exceeding fruitful, and yields them very good crops 
-of corn and divers fruits. This town although fubjeifl to the Furks^ and the feat of a Bajha^ 
is moflly inhabited by Ncjiorian Chriftians^ a people (fays Rau^oJf) who though they pretend 
to be Chrijlians are worfe than Furksy for they praftife many vilianies, and ordinarily rob on 
the highway. This place is commonly called the fucceflbr of Nineveh ; it may indeed have been 
built out of its ruins, but the fituation is different, for that city ftood on the other fide of the 
UW \xi AjJJyriaJ'* UkihCz Geography^ 
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and daughters to death firft, for that they Ihould never fall into the vile ^75^* 
hands of the abhorred Perjians. v— v* 

About 400 yards without the walls of the city, and for two thirds of its 
circuit, is the burial ground. There feems to be but very little difference 
in the method of the Turks interment and our own ; the corpfe is carried (as 
1 had an opportunity of obferving) on a bier, attended by a prieft and the 
friends of the deceafed ; it is afterwards put into the ground, and a ftone or 
tomb put over it, agreeable to his circumftances and profeffion. A foldier’s 
tomb has always trophies and military implements placed upon it. 

The learned world has been much at a lofs to determine the fpot whereon 
flood antient Nineveh * •, fome fay near Jonah's tomb juft oppofite to Moful% 
others, at another place fonie hours journey up the river. Is it not 
probable that both thefe opinions may be right, and that antient Nineveh 
took in the whole of this ground Geographers deferibe it, as a place of 
prodigious magnitude and extent, of one hundred and fifty Stadia (or eigh- 
teen miles three quarters) in length, and ninety Stadia (or eleven miles and 
a quarter) in breadth. Its circumference was four hundred and eighty 
Stadia^ or fixty miles. Befides this account of heathen writers, the feripture 
exprefly tells us, that it was a city of three days journey j and in whatever 
^manner we explain the expreffion, whether it would take up fo much time 
to walk round the walls, or to make a regular perambulation through every 
ftreet, it will at leaft (hew that it was a place of vaft extent. It feems there- 
fore probable, that all the cultivated lands which now lie between thefe 
two ruined places, were once contained within the limits of Nineveh : what 
confirms me in this conjefture, is, that much of this ground is now hilly, 
owing no doubt to the rubbifh of the antient buildings. There is one 
mount of 2 or 300 yards fquare, which ftands fome yards N. E. of Jonah's 
tomb, whereon, it is likely, a fortification once ftood. It feems to have 

* Antient Nineveh, built by Ninus\ or hy Nimrod, and named in honour of Ninus his fon or 
nephew, ftood on the caft bank of the Tygris, over againll wnere Moful now ftands. So en- 
larged by its kings, that it became bigger than Bahylori, namely, -480 furlongs, or 60 miles in 
coinpafs : the wall 100 feet high, and fo thick as to admit of three chariots to go on it abreaft, 
and adorned with 1150 towers of 200 feet high, which were fo flrong as to be thought im- 
pregnable : neither had Arbaces after three years fiege taken it, if the river by overflowing had 
not become its enemy, and broken down 20 furlongs of the wall, thereby fulfllling an old pro- 
phecy, and giving the vidor entrance. 

T o this city the Prephet Jonah was fent to denounce God’s judgment, but upon repent- 
ance, it was fpared. 

Deltroved afterwards by Ajiyages, the Median king from Arhaces, bccaufe of it’s fre- 

quent rebellions : and laid fo low in time, that St. Cyril of Alexandria, in the middle of the 
fifth century, in his comments upon the PropheisisLys, the place where it ftood was hardly to be 
dlfcerncd: and at this time notliing of it appears except a heap of rubbifli a league in 
length. 

On a hill not far from Mouful, the people ftiew the monument of Jonah^ which is in great 
veneration, and has a mofque built over it.” Moll’s Geography, 
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1758- been made by nature, or perhaps by both nature and art, for fuch sr 
uie. 

In fo large a city there are of courfe many Mofques \ one near the palace 
is the largeft and moft modern : its top on the ouifidc, is ornamented with 
green tiles. At the door of the Mofques arc ufually infcriptions in gilt 
letters, declaring the awfulnefs of the building, as Ix-ing the houfe of God. 
One of the Mofques hath a Minaret which bends as thole at Baghdad ; Ibme 
of the molt bigotted of the ‘7 urks hiy, Mahomet faluted it as he palTed, and 
that tlie Minaret bent in reverence to the Prophet. 

This city’s manufa( 5 ture is Mujfolen (a cotton cloth) which they make 
very Itrong, and pretty fine, and iell for the European^ as well as other mar- 
kets : agriculture and trade maintain the reft of the inhabitants. 

We can get no other fruit Ircre than poor water-melons and cucumbers: 
The laft winter’s froll killed their trees. I here is not one garden on either 
fide of the river, that products any thing valuable. What little fruit the 
Bajha gets is lent him Irom Courdijlan., whole mountains to the N. E. of 
the city yet Ihevv their fnovvy heads. The bread is good here, and we 
think not dear, it being about five farthings per pound , but this may be 
a very high price for a poor Turk. Dreadful, and even incredible are the 
accounts we daily hear of the calamities of the province of Diarbekir. The 
country, comparatively fjX'aking, is now depopulated. The inhabitants, 
during the famine, ate dogs, their own dead children, and every other thing 
which mankind abhor at another feafon. The bodies of the dead lay in the 
ftreets for want of people to bury them. This terrible news makes us wifli 
that we may be able to avoid feeing the metropolis of that province ! the 
effeefs of this dearth reached, and in fome meafure ftill continue in, and to 
the fouthward of Moful. 

The hire of a mule hence to Aleppo, is from 30 to 35 piaftres-, laft 
year it was no more than 1 2 : this is one of the ill confequcnces of the late 
dreadful famine ; alnioft every fpecies of the brute creation having been 
killed for the fupport of man. This calamitous vifitation is faid to have 
been entirely owing to a preceding hard winter, and to an innumerable 
army of locufls that deftroyed the fruits of the earth. The inhabitants of 
Moful were luppofcd, before the famine, to have been 300,000, but, fay 
rhe fathers, fo many died or quitted the place during that time, that they 
now do not amount to near that number. They reckon here are about one 
thouland Roman Chriftians, and four iliouLmd Nejlorians, facobines and' 
Maronites ■, in the villages around are many more. 

To-day we were vifited by the chief Chriftian of the city, whofe office is 
that of Haram Bafji, chief officer of the Haram, or female apartments of 
2 tite 
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tfie BaJJoa, His manners are grave, like the ^urks^ and his compliments of 1758. 
the fame ftamp. ^ 

This morning, accompanied by our Jga and Padre Lanza^ we went into July 5. 
the city, and fpent the day at the father’s houfe, very agreeably ; I learned 
from Padre Francifco^ who afts the phyfician, that the difeafes common here, 
are ardent fevers, ancf bloody fluxes in the fummer ; intermittents in the 
wet weather and winter ^ and that bilious obftructions, and tumid livers 
are frequent, as in India. 

The neighbouring mountains afford filver mines ; and they would yield 
much quickfllver, had the Turks either Ikill or inclination to work them to 
advantage : Lanza fays, that an Englifljman fome time ago got two or three 
bottles of it in his way home, and prefented it to the BaJIja^ as a fpecimen 
of what might be done in that way ; but no farther attempts have been 
made in coniequcnce of tlie difcovcry. In this country alfo are lead mines, 
which produce as much of that metal, as furnifhes them with bullets, and 
fome neceflary utenflls. 

Thefe gentlemen gave us no pleafing account, either of the integrity 
or valour of the foldicrs wlio guard the as that upon an attack, 

thefe very men are frequently the firft who abandon the charge and fly ; nor 
is it uncommon for the conduftor to be in league with the chief of the 
robbers : upon my adding, wliether fuch conduft would n(>t be puniflied 
with certain death by the Bafia^ whofe own honour and intereft, as well as 
that of i\\t Grand Scignio) ^ were concerned? I wa^. anfwered with a flirug 
of the fliouldcrs, and a hint that even this great man might poffibly receive 
HiiJIj-money from the leaders of thofe very Banditti : but the robbers them- 
lelvcs have no true courage, lor they tell us of a large Caravan having 
been faved by the valour of a Angle European^ who happened to be travell- 
ing with it, when the Sanjacks made an attack* 

I told Lanza of our adventures at Kircocte^ particularly of our fcrnple about 
entering tlie ; he replied, that himfelf had been drawn into conver- 

fations on the lame fubjefl ; oriv ; in particular at a great Turk\ houfe, who 
w'as a man of fenfe, and a reader ol the Prophets^ and with whom were four 
or five other Turks, 'J'!;e mailer oi the houie took occafion, amidft an agree- 
able converlation, very gravely to afic tiie fatficr, what was his opinion ot their 
Prephet, On his anivvenng, that as Mahomet was not one ot the prophets 
whom his religion acknowlecfged, it was not for him to fpeak on the fubjeft : 
the Turk wiili a lefs ferious air, lephed, But come, my friend,” clapping 
his Iiand familiarly on his flicejlder, ‘‘tell me what your books fay o\ Ma- 
homet,'' Lanza ineid to avoii] an anfwer-, but the queltion being repeated 
with iVill more freedom and good humour, and with the word Mahomet^ 
iiiftead of Prephet — ‘'•And is it your real defire,” laid Lanza,, “ that 1 fliould 
tell you what they declare r” Yes. truly,” rejoined the Mujfulman. “ Why 

then,. 
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then, fald Lanza, they prove that he was an Jrah ; fuch a one as thofc who 
inhabit /Arabia at prefent.” The whole company appeared thunder-ftruck, 
for the Arabs are looked on by theT'ar^^, as exceedingly perfidious and 
wicked ; the matter of the houfe was gravely filent, while the others foftly 
converfed with one another. At length one of them uttered the follow- 
ing fenrcnce : “ Were there not political reafons which prevent the execution of 
jujtice at prefent, for the blafphemy you have uttered, Mr. Chriftian i that head 
of yours fhould in a few minutes fly from its Jhoulders.” The Padre added to 
me, “ 1 feck not occafions, but if thefe people will oblige me, I will fpeak 
the truth without fearing what may be the confequences.” I could not 
but applaud him as a man of courage, but advifed him not to let his zeal 
get the better of his diferetion. He informed us, that at Aleppo and Con- 
Jlantinopk, it is not permitted for Chrijlians to enter their Mofques-, but 
in this part of the country, it is not much objefted to on particular occa- 
fions. He is of opinion, the priett was trying to make a convert of Mi. 
Pigot. 

July 6. Our Aga faw Hojfein Bajha this morning, whofe difeourfe, relating to us 
and our journey, was much the fame as that of the Kahier, and fo were his 
promifes of fervice. As the Caravan waits the return of the fcouts, who 
are font out to reconnoitre the country, the Bajha alked o\xt Aga, if we chofe 
to travel pott, or with the Caravan ? and being told the latter way, Ihould 
it meet with his approbation j he faid it did, and that he would take care 
to give proper inttrudions to the chief conductor to infure our future eafe 
and fafety. 

We are to take with us from hence provifions of all kinds, except water, 
as we can get no fupply till we arrive at Nijibin ; and there, as far as I can 
fnd, but a poor one. Our head mulatcer demands of us a camel to be 
hired in this place for carrying provifions, not only for ourfclves, but alfo 
for every one of our attendants. Great difputes this day arofe between us 
and him on this fubjed -, by his pofitivc afiertions, we have too much reafon 
to fufped that we were deceived by Cojee Raphael, by whom (as before 
obferved at Baghdad) we were informed, that we had nothing to do in 
refped to provifions for him, or his people. This is now pofitively denied, 
and we are threatened that they will proceed no farther, unlefs we continue 
conttantly to fupply them with every article of their diet, in the fame man- 
ner, (which to our furprize, we find) our Aga hath hitherto done, he not 
knowing or fo much as fufpeding that our contrad did not make it necel- 
fary. The Aga declares, that Cojee Raphael never hinted that the mulateers 
were on a different footing from the takht-revan men. 

We learned this evening, that a Caravan from Aleppo and Urfa, is within 
a day’s journey of this city, and had met with little or no obttrudion 
from the Sanjacks. It fent hither for an efcort, and part of the troops which 
arc to convoy our Caravan are gone for that purpofe. 
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The Sanjacks are a people vvho inhabit the mountains oppofite tt> the 
Ccurdijtan or Perftan mountains : they fubfift chiefly by plunder, and the ' — 
fcanty produce their own hilly country affords. The late Bajha Achmet of 
Baghdad their power; he purfued them in perfon to their fubter- 

ranean retreats, fuffocated a great many, killed 7 or 800 who attempted to 
make their way out from the holes, and carried off fome hundreds of both 
fexes, and fold them for (laves. This ftroke put the country for a while 
into a more peaceable ftate, than it had enjoyed for many years, but of late 
their numbers feem to have increafed, and they are again become very trou- 
blefome. Our Caravan Bajhi affured us that they have attacked Caravans of 
200 to 700 men; and fometimes carried all off : he himfelf, with 200 armed 
men, was fet upon lafl year by 600 of the mountaineers; but exert- 
ing himfelf to the utmolt, he made a fliift to fave about half the Cara- 
van. His fon who conducted another, being of lefs experience wa" t aken 
prilbner, and the whole merchandife fpoiled and carried off; he lays, that 
fometimes when the robbers difeover a ftronger force than they chufe to 
encounter, they will parley, and profeis friendfliip, and feem contented to 
receive a fmall prefent for their chief. They have fuffered much lately by 
the famine, which probably has occafioned their being more daring. A 
few days ago, a party of twenty perfons, among whom was a Chrijlian mer- 
chant with 6000 Sequins, was fet upon and overcome by a company of thefe 
robbers, and all they had taken from them. The Sanjacks are moftly to 
be dreaded hereabouts, becaufe they always make their attack in great 
bodies ; but after the next ftage, though they continue infefting the roads 
even to Ni/tbin, yet their ftrengih lelfens, and a well guarded hath 

not fo much to apprehend from them. 

T palfed the whole of this day with my fellow-travellers in the tent, but J"b 

felt the afternoon fo exceedingly hot as to throw me into a fever, and 
deprive me of all appetite. There were brought to us as very great rarities, 
a (mall plate of apricots, two or three tolerable mulk-melons, and fome 
young cucumbers. Neither the city nor neighbouring villages could furnifh 
us with wine, fpirits, orange-juice, or verjuice; lump and powder 

fugar is very dear and fcarce here, but candy is more plenty, and rather 
reafonable. We have feen but few buffaloes, oxen, or cows here, or at 
any other place fince we left Baghdad. The milk we have at any time 
been fupplied with, was of the goat or (hcep. Storks are here in great- 

plenty, and fo are loculfs ; people are employed with broad flails to keep 
the laft away from the rifing plants. 

In the evening Mr. Doidge in his little walk, caft his eye on a country 
houfe of the Bafiia at a fmall diftance from our tents, and this day the chief 
gardener gave us poflTefTion of it. It ftands pleafantly on the fide of the 
Tygris, oppofite the ruins of Jonah's tomb, in one of the Bajha's gardens ; it 
has but two rooms ; the dimenfions of the largcft are 40 feet by 20, with a 
vaulted roof, and arched front ; the top of the arch is 30 teet from the 

ground. 
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*753. and at half pad nine, joined the great Caravan upon a rifing ground, near 
v-^ a river called Baduce. For the firft four miles to the northward of Mefuly 
BaduceRiver. pafled over corn lands •, the reft was a defert affording only ftirubs 
and thirties. We got fome milk this morning from an Arab village. 
The day was very fultry and fatiguing, although the wind was near 
north-weft. In the evening the troops appointed for our efcort came up 
to us, and at fun-fet all the tents amounting to near forty were ftruck, 
in order to our being in readinefs for marching at the word of command. 
Our Aga ftaid behind a little, to make our compliments, and to take his 
leave of the Kahier. He was again witnefs to a fecond warm recommen- 
dation, which that minifter delivered in our favour to the commander of 
che troops, as well as to the Caravan Bcfln. Our live ftock, which confifted 
of five lambs, was through the forgetfulnefs of our fervants, left behind. 
We were told however that we fliall have an opportunity of purchafing 
rnore at old Moful to-morrow. All the country about is very hilly, and the 
Courdijlan mountains are not far from us. 

July II. At one this morning, notice was given by a loud voice, To charge.'* 
At two the camels had ccalcd their melancholy groans (which they always 
utter when loading) and were all in motion, lakiiig a courfe to the eaftward 
of the north fome little time ; but on the whole we travelled about N. W. 
over the fame kind of fterile land as yefterday. About half part: four we 

faw twenty Antelopes near the foot of the hills. Half an hour after, we 

parted a ruined village to the left. At five our horfe-guards went a-head 
between fome high hills of chalk and ftone. At the entrance of this pafs 
on the left hand, is the ruin of a fmall fortrefs, and farther on we faw more 
ruins. This road was lb rugged for about half an hour’s journey, that we 
could not with any fort of fatisfadion keep in our Takht Revans it 
brought us at fix o’clock to the banks of the Tygris, where were numbers 
of Iheep feeding, a few oxen, and fome calves. Flere we made up our 

late lols, buying of the Arabs five or fix Iheep. Eagles and pigeons are 

here in great plenty ; Locujls alfo in abundance, with blue, purple, varie- 
gated wings, and which 1 obferved did not fly near fo high as the common 
Locujls. 

The Arab women were hard at work in pitching their tents. We took 
poffertion of them for a while, at which they were much out of humour, 
but we at length appeafed them, by giving them good words and a little 
Esciie money. At feven we raifed our own tents upon a fpot belonging to Efche 
Mosoi. Moful, or old Moful which probably was part of the fpot on which ancient 
Nineveh once ftood. Our Aga here made us a prefent of a young Antelope 
juft killed. 

The heat to-day has been excertlve. To leflen it as much as poflible, 
I caufed one of the Takht Revans to be placed under a tent, and the top 

of 
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of the tent to be as well wetted with water, as the paint would admit of, 175.8. 

and likewiie the ground for feveral yards round, by which means I I'lifl'ered ^"'v— 

rather leis than I fltould otherwife have done. In the evening we took, a 

walk about the ruins, which appeared to have been thofe of a confiderabie 

city, I enquired of the ‘Turks how long it had been deferted, but they 
could not tell, only believed it was before the time of Chrijlianity : they 
are bad chronologers, fo no dependance is to be put upon their account. 

I'he houfes were built of ftonc, and the itreets paved with the fame. 

7 \t two in the morning, we fet off with our great Caravan., which now t*. 
confifts of nine hundred camels, principally laden with coffee-fleins, Mujfolen 
cloth, and gauls, 150 horfe-guards and 100 foot foldiers, befides our own 
party, and 120 armed merchants with their iervants. We were more than 
an hour getting through the ftreets of the ruined city-, and in leaving it 
pafled through what had been a gate-way, joining to a rampart or high 
wall. The land, for an hour after we left the ruins, was near level; we then 
pafled through a long dreet of Arab tents, whofe inhabitants appeared to 
poflefs large flocks of ihcep ; but before v/e reached them, w'e forded a piece 
of {landing water about two lect deep, and twenty yards over. Our courfe, 
through the old city, w.as N. b. K. then we travelled N. N. W. which brought 
us to hills and dales; and a quarter before feven we refted, and pitched 
our tents upon a hill called Talmajh or Tainioufe\ having in fight the Talmas 
Sanjack mountains on the left. Here is plenty of water, but not reckoned 
goo., 1 , therefore called Ajefew, or Bitter Water. We tailed it, but could 
not efleem it very bad, and obferved many people drinking of it. About 
the hill on which we are now encamped, are the ruins of buildings; we 
are told that formerly here was a town, but the inhabitants could not con- 
tiune in it, on account of their troublefome neighbours the Sanjacks. 

We faw a great many birds like pigeons, but they have the cry of 
rooks. 

All my brothet travellers have fallen off their appetites lately, and 
though not to fo great a degree as myfelf, feel much trouble from the heat 
of the day; Mr. Pye complained much, yir. Alms had a rroublefome 
diarrhoea. Mr. Pigot looks very much fatigued, and we all have loft 
fome inches in waift iince we left Baghdad: my fervant Alexander has a bloody 
flux. 1 paifccl this day better than any one of our company, owing to the 
care I took in having my tent again wetted with water ; was able to eat 
a nioricl of ham, the firfl meat I had tailed for a great while pall. 

'The people of the Caravan, I here obferved, drefs their viftuals by a fire 
made of camel, horfe, or mule’s dung ; fometimes the ground affords a dry 
Ihrub for that purpofe. 

At eleven in the night we decamped, and took our march over a 
tolerable plain country ; our courfe for fome time was N. then N. N. W. 

U u 2 and 
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j^^S. farther to the weft; upon the whole about N. W. It brought us, 

y about two in the morning, nearer to the Perjian mountains than we have 

July 13. been yet. We paffed over fome hills and vales, but in general a fmoother 

road than of late. The land by nature very fertile, though it now produces 
only wild gral's, flowering ftirubs and thiftles, which are almoft all in the 
feed. At feven we encamped upon a rifing ground, having at its foot, a 
run of good water, with an innumerable quantity of birds of the kind I 
Sepaya. rnentioned yefterday : this fpot is called Sefaya. 

The Caravan Bajhi here paid us a vifit, and before he left us whifpered 
Frandfeo our lervant, that “ it was atjlomary for gentlemen like us to make 
him a prefent. The fervant gave him to underlland, he muft not expeft it, 
at leaft until we fliould be on raking our leave of the Caravan. He fmoked 

his pipe, drank cofl'ce with us, and parted. JLvtryFurk we have yet had 

to deal with, (except Jlly Aga., and the governor of Hilla) has been rather 
indelicate in regard to money matters. Even their greateft Bajha'% will be 
fcandaloufly guilty of the loweft meannefles in this refpeft ; for which reafon 
we have always cautioufly avoided making vifits to them, or their minifters, 
knowing it could not be done but at a very confiderable expence. 

Our Aga told us, that the Caravan Bajhi behaved very unpolitely, in not 
having waited upon us while we were in our tents before Moful-, and 
therefore he defired, we would not think of making him any prefent without 
his advice. He told us alfo, that the Aga., general of the loldicrs efcorting 
the Caravan, had begged of him to prevail upon us, particularly this night, 
to keep together, and as near to the Fakht Revans as polllble ; as well 
on account of the danger we were in of an attack from the Sanjaeks, as to 
prevent our being infulted by any of his own troops, who might do it 
through miftake and ignorance. 'He added, that he hoped they would not 
do it through wantonnels. 

At nine in the evening we marched, went N. b. W. the firft four hours, 
then N. W. b. W. for two more, afterwards about W. and W. b. S. upon 
the whole a N. W. or N. W. b. W. courfe, over the fame kind of Ibil, 
luxuriant in grafs and feedy flowering fhrubs ; all which are very thick, and 
as higli as the horfe’s middle. The Courdijian mountains are in fight to the 
right, the to the left; diftant from each other fometimes 12, 20 

and 30 miles : the country between them a mixture of hills, dales and plains, 
moft of the latter covered with a deep rich mould. 

This night I obferved fcveral of thofe curious infeifls, which fo abound 
in India, and are by us called Fire-Jiies : they are not quite fo long as the 
Spanijh fly, are of a brown colour, and carry under their bellies a luminous 
bag which is opened and fliut by two aftive lips : by this, (their own light) 
they are guided in the evening and night, when like the owl they are always 
buly. In the Eejt Indies I very often faw the air almoft full of thefe 
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little flying luminaries ; the trees, in which they lodge, have a pretty and 
agreeable appearance : I’he few infers which appeared to-night, are the 
firft 1 have iecn out of India. Here are plenty of partridges ; we fprung 
the old ones, and our cattle almoft: trod on their young and eggs. About 
five in tlie morning an Antelope croHed the road with furprizing fwift- 
nefs. Aj; feven we got to a fmall run of water from the Perfian mountains, 
and encamped on a hill clofe by tlie llream called Demir-Rapee. 

Tl'.e firff part of tlie laft night w.as agreeably temperate, the middle 
coo!. This morning was fltarp and a little hazy, and what is a rare thing 
to us, the air was a little damp. We all breakfalted with tolerable good 
appetites. Yefterday and to-day, we obferved on the fides of the rivulets 
fome green fedge, the only verdure in fig!>t. About the water to-day, 
we had many larks, and hkewife vaft multitudes of thofe birds which 
refemble pigeons, but croak like rooks. Mr. Alms brought in a graf- 
hopper (if it may be rank'd in that clafs of inledfs) which meafured from 
head to tail five inches, its horn four, circumference of tlie belly three : it 
had fix legs, three on each nde ; two little claws on each fide of its mouth, 
no wings, and i'eemed, though very Ifrong, very inactive. Its head and 
joints had a refemblance of the craw-fifh. Yefterday were brought us half 
a dozen land-crabs of the fize of a common fmall fea-crab. Out of the 
little river near us, we got a diih of mullets and dace, of which I eat a few, 
but either they, or the fherbet I drank after them, made of the juice 
of green grapes, difagreed with me. Mr, Poidge has the rheumatifm 
in the ftioukiers ; Mefiieurs Pye and Pigot look tliin and harrafled : I 
bore this clan’s heat pretty well in the Takht Revan under the tent, and 
cat my bread and cheefe with more fatisfadion than for a good while 
paft. 

In our Caravan we now obferved fome hundreds of men, women, and 
chikiren, who are really very mifenible objeds ; moft of them luive hardly 
wherewithal to cover thir nakednefs : it is piercing to hear the cry of the in- 
fants at their mothers back ; and thole of four and five years of age are 
forced to walk with the Caravan., fending forth the moil; piteous lamenta- 
tions, until overcome with fatigue, they either fall down on the ground, or 
arc taken up into the lap, or behind I'ome compaifionate rider. In- 
ftan es of tlsis fort of charity, are frequent among the lurks. Thefe 
poor people are returning to their abandoned houles, which they were 
obliged to leave on account of the famine. This evening came into our 
camp, from a village at the foot of the Courdiftan mountains, twelve Gourds 
well mounted, not meanly drefled, and armed with lances and piftols ; thc)’, 
in appeal ance, live in peace with the government, and pay thefe cere- 
monial vifits to Caravans., to give information of the ftate of the road •, or 
rather with a view of getting a prefent: they received ten Hookers of coffee, 
equal to 25 pounds, from the Caravan- Bajhi. They fay, a body of the 
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At feven in the morning, we got to Niftbin *. It looked pretty at a 
diftance, being feated on a confiderable eminence, at the foot of which runs 
a river formerly called the Mygdonius, with a ftone-bridge of eleven arches 
built over it. Juft by the river, at the foot of the hill or hills (for the 
town is feated upon two) begin the ruins of a once more flouriftiing place, 
which reach quite up to the prefent town. From every part of this place, 
the moft delightful profpedfs would appear, were but the foil properly cul- 
tivated and planted ; but inftead of thofe extenfive woods of fruit-trees, 
which Rauwoif fpcaks of as growing near the place in his time, we could 
not difeover above thirty or forty ftraggling ones of any kind ; and inftead 
of that great extent of arable land, on which he dwells fo much, a very 
inconfiderable number of acres are now remaining. 

This is one of the many towns which fo feverely fuffered by the late fa- 
mine. It loft almoft all its inhabitants, either by death or defertion. Of 
thofe who left it, and furvived, fomc begin to return. The ftreets pre- 
fented us wi'h many wretches, miferably poor, and more than half-ftarved ; 
they now greedily devour the rind of cucumbers, and every other refufe of 
food thrown out into the highway. We purchafed at this place, bread, 
milk, cucumbers, and pretty gcjod mutton. The firft article, according to 
our fervant Vrandfeo’^ information, (who was here about fourteen years 
ago) has rifen in price near four thoufand per cent-, at that time, forty 
cakes were fold for one Para, the price of a fingle one at prefent. 

The town itfelf is defpicable, the ftreets extremely narrow, and the 
houfes, even thofe which are of ftone, arc mean. Om Aga fecured us a good 
room in one of the Katins. The late Mujj'elem or governor of Niftbin is 
now in irons, by order oi Solyman, Bafha of Baghdad, for not having taken 
proper care in efcorting a meffenger from Stamhoul to Baghdad, who in con- 
fequence of the governor’s neglecl, was rifled by the Sanjacks. 

It was agreed between us to difpatch a letter from this place to Mr. 
Drummond, our conful at Aleppo. Accordingly Mr. Doidge wrote one, and < 
fent it by a fpecial meflenger, who upon delivering it in feven days is to 
be paid 14 piaftres ; but if he fails one day only, he is then to have but 

* Nifihis, now a midland town 35 miles from the Typrris towards (or 

Harran) was heretofore a very confiderable city called Antonia My^domuy from the r'wei Myg* 
donius which runs through it ; under the it was t^we Me fopotamia f roper ^ well 

defended by its bifliop in Conjiantius^s t\mt agninll the Fer/ians^ but taken by them afterwards 
in tlie time of Jon.>inian, In its prefent Hate, it is the feat of a TurkiJJj Sangiark, flancls on two 
fixiall hills, and makes a hrindfume view at a diilance, but though a pretty large town, has 
but a furry appearance, when you come into it, being pitifully built, 'flie land about it is . 
very fruitful and well cultivated, the bufincTs of the place being altogether agriculture, which 
the good foil renders very profitable to them. Their orchards and corn-fields, efpecially the 
former, affording great profit from the pomegranates, figs, cubebs, (S;C. which they fend to 
foreign parts ; and fo numerous arc their fruit -trcee, that you would take them for woods of 
wild ©nes.’^ Rauv/olf. 
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five. He travels on foot, and goes through the Sanjack territories, which 
is a much Ihorter way than that we ftiall take. This ftep of fending a v— 
letter by cxprefs, we judged a probable means of fecuring us an early paf- 
fage in fome Ihip from Scandaroon to England. 

The Tahkt-revan-gee was this morning imprifoned by the governor 
for his infolent behaviour to the jiga yefterday, but was releafed again 
•before night-, the ylga contented himfelf with barely convincing him of 
the power he had over him.— A rare inftance of clemency in a 'Turkijh 
officer. 

While in the Kaun I ordered our interpreter Frandfco to enter into a con- 
verfation with a poor Turk., relative to the late famine and the account he 
gave of it was dreadful even in retrofpeftion. This poor creature in his 
turn afked many queftions relpefling the probability of fuch an event 
happening in our country ; He appeared furprized to hear, that a famine 
had not been known for more than a century, or hardly heard of by us ; 
nnd was in the utmofl: amazement to find, that by the laws of England 
a poor man could not ftarve, fo long as there were any rich to provide 
him with food and raiment. This point, relating to the poors laws, fo 
ftruck the Turk, that with clinched hands, and eyes fixed towards heaven, 
he for awhile feemed employed in ejaculatory prayer: at laft, he gravely, 
but with confidence replied, “ The happinefs of this world is yours : Our's^ in 
“ a future fate." 

The great Caravan will ftay here three or four days, in order to pay 
the duties due to government. Twelve of the principal inhabitants came 
from Geraza yefterday, and after continuing with the Caravan a ffiort 
time, went back again. Thefe were officers of the cuftoms, to prevent 
fmuggling. 

This morning an exprefs arrived, which confirmed an account we re- Monda; 
ccived yefterday from fome poor women who were in the rear of the Ca- 
ravan\ that “ early the morning, being fome miles behind, they faw 

about 500 armed men both borfe and foot, from the Sanjack country, who 
on coming up demanded of them a faithful account, whether the Caravan 
was before or behind ? on being told before, they were greatly enraged, 
and rode off.” As we had often met with alarms of this kind, which 
turned out to be nothing more than bugbears, at firft we gave no manner of 
credit to it. The exprefs was fent by an Arab Sheick, on good terms with 
the government, who advifed, that tlic Sanjacks difappointed at the efcape 
of the Caravan, had turned their fury on him, alledging that their unfuc- 
ccfsful expedition had been owing to the falfe information which he had given 
them: the Sheick prayed the government to fend him immediate help for the 
recovery of his flock, and 300 cavalry are this moment fet off for that pur- 
pofe. 

X X 


I learned 
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I learned laft night, that at the foot of one of the Courdijlan mountains, 
were ftill a few gardens in fotiie fort of order, particularly one which is 
called an hermitage, and belonged once to a Chrifiian Patriarch •, the houie is 
in ruins, but fome of the trees remain. Upon hearing this, 1 ordered a per- 
fon to be fent to the fpot i but he returned with only a plate of walnuts, and 
they not quite ripe. 

Saturday night laft, about eleven o’clock, I was taken with a fmall fhiver- 
ing and yawning, which foon went off-, but the next evening about fevea 
o’clock I found a tightnefs on the abdomen, with fome bilious twitchings 
about the dudts of the gall bladder: all my joints fo ached tiiat I was not 
able- to ftand, or walk, but with pain and difficulty. I laid mvfelf down in 
hopes of fleep, and found that pofture the moft agreeable but the per- 
plexity from the Mufehetos (which are nov/ again become troublcfome) and 
from a flic, whicli though lo fmall as fcarcely to be perceived, yet leaves 
a fting behind not much Id’s painful ilian that of the Miifchctc^ added to 
the fatigue of my complaint, made the night pals very uncomfortably. 
This morning I was in fome meafure relieved by a difeharge of bilej and 
in the evening took an Ipecacuana vomit, which was of great fervice. 

As I could not on this account accompany my brethren about the town 
and its ruins, I muft therefore infert here fome notes made by the other 
gentlemen, in our common journal. “ Here is a building that has fome- 
“ what of the appearance of a caftle, but we faw no guns mounted on it. 
“ There is alfo a ftone Mofque with a Minaret -, and a little way to the 
“ eaftward of the town, is ah old Chrifiian church, which muft once have 
“ been a very large and noble building by the remains : two capitals of 
“ pillars, which fupported an handfome arch, are to be feen above ground^ 
“ and a fmall part oi' the arch is ftill remaining -, but the pillars are buried 
“ under the ruins. About lOO yards from the church are five large co- 
“ Jumns of the Corinthian order, the greateft part of which are alfo buried 
“ thefe they tell you were once part of the building, and it is not 
“ improbable but in the time of the Romans it might have been a, 
“ temple.” 

At half paft eight in the evening, we left Nifthin and the great Caravan., 
taking with us twenty foot foldiers -, tw^o companies of cavalry joined us- 
likewife, who are going to Merdin. At ten we pafled a ruin on the right, 
called Serka Kaun, and at five in the morning, another to the left. The 
country hath the fame face as what we lately paffed. Near Nijihin we 
palled feveral runs of water. 

This night, a falfe alarm was given to our little Caravan of robbers 
being in fight, which put us all on our guard-, but there feemed to be no. 
foundation for it, it was rather a piece of pleafantry by our Turkifij foldiers. 

2 A little 
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A little before day-light, the mountain on which Merdin Hands, was iTiewn 
to fuch of our party as were not in the Takht Revans, and at the morning 
dawn the buildings appeared. The city looked large, and of difficult ac- 
cefs, diftant from us about five miles. At fix we put up at a very forry 
village called Arin, having travelle-d near nine hours, about a W. b. N. 
courle. 

In this village we faw a thoufand marks of poverty, defolation, and dif- 
trefs. At the very entrance of it, two human flteletons almoft entire, pre- 
fented themfelves to our view ; the bodies muft either have been thrown, 
or perhaps dropt down dead here during the famine, and the flcfli devoured 
by the bcalh of the field, or the birds of the air. Two other villages are 
in fight : one lies N. N. W. four or five miles the other weft fix miles. 
This laft is called Cojafur. r— A fine plain for many miles is in fight, 
pretty well cultivated, and this year has given to it a tolerable crop of 
corn. 

Our Aga took no reft after this ftage, but rode on to Merdin to folicit 
the governor for a guard to efcort us to Urfa. He returned in the even- 
ing, with Francifeo, whom we had fc.-.c to Fere Eugene with a letter 
from our friend the bifhop of Babylon, and another from Mr. Garden. The 
former brought back tlie compliments of the governor, wnth many alTurances 
of venerarion and efteem. Our fervant delivered us three letters in French 
from Fere Eugene, the purport of which, and a melfage that attended them, 
was, “ That he had waited upon the governor, who was very ready 
to grant us forty or fifty foldicrs, the whole that he could fpare i but 
that he was very diffident, whether fo fmall a number was fufficient to enfurc 
our fafety, as he had certain information that four tribes of Arabs having 
heard of our coming this way, and that we were very richly laden, were 
lying in wait on purpofe to intercept us. He therefore adviled us by all 
means either to wait for the coming up of the great Caravan from Moftil, 
or to fet out for Diarbekir this very night, as by much the fafeft road ; and 
as we carried with us a letter of recommendation to the Baflea of this laft 
place, who was going for Aleppo next Friday, I.e ftrongly recommended 
us to put oiiriclvcs under his prutedfion.” * 5uch were the principal cont. nts 

of 

• The following is a copy of the father’s third Ictics. 

“ Mo N s 1 t u R, 

“ Le governeur repond que volontier il donnera quarentc on cinquante foldats, mats qu’il 
“ neri priid pas des inconveniens qui peuvent arriveren cheniin ; que fi vous voulcz attendre 
" la Curi’-i.-ane ou prendre le clicmin de Diarhekir il feroit plus fare et vQus fairoit conduirc 
“ a Diarhikir fans crainte, dc la vous partez par Orfa, A'Qipa a Alep. Voyez Monfr. a quoi 
“ vous vous determine*. Je conte qu’il feroit plus fur de vous porter a Mardin et nous 
^ deierminerons Ic tout. 

P. EU-GENE.” 
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of father Eugene' i three letters, ^from whence we plainly perceived the necef- 
fity of our going at laft by Viarbekir, which place we had always rcfolvcd 
to avoid. 


I was informed here, that a linen and filk manufadlory is carried on at 
Merdik. Merdin-, and that the inhabitants make and fell great quantities of turbans, 
and many other parts of drefs. The foil about the place is very rich, and 
yields good wheat, part of which is fent toother markets. We got from 
the city pretty good beef, bread, milk, a little butter, a few fowls, fome 
grape-juice, apples, cherries, and plumbs; thefe are now in feafon : The 
environs abound in gardens of good fruit, though perhaps lefs now than 
formerly. It is remarkable that from Hilla to Baghdad^ and from Baghdad 
to Merdin, not fix trees are to be feen, but what are in private gardens, or 
on the tops of high mountains. Both Merdin and Niftbin, although in the 
Bajhalic of Moful, are under the jurifdiftion of the Bajha of Baghdad, and 
their refpeftive governors are appointed by him. On four neighbouring 
mounts, the ruins of as many Chrijlian monafteries are ftill vifible. . The 
caftle at Merdin was built by Chrijlians : The famous Eamerlane befieged 
it feven years before he took it, nor would it then have furrendered, had 
not the befieged been in want of provifions. We are told, excellent water 
is to be had here. Merdin, by an obfervation taken by Mr. Alms, lies in 
37® 1 8' north latitude. 

Alexander Mlntcjh all the laft night, though better of his flux, was very 
ill with a fever, thirft, pain in his bowels, difficulty in making water, 
and bloody ftools. He was* bled twice yefterday, fomented, and had 
nitrous powders, iSc. He had not carefully obferved that regimen which 
was recommended to him, but indeed a very irregular kind of life we 
all are forced to lead at prefent. Our appetites are gone, though the air 
(particularly while we are under cover) is not fo violently hot as we have 

jp. iS. “ Noys avons parle avec le gouverneur, il m’a repondu, que volontier il donera 
tous les foldats que vous defirez : mais qu’il vous confeille de prendre le chemin de Diar^ 
btkir qui eft le plus fur : que vous avez le Bujurdi pour le Pacha de Diarbekir^ qui part pour 
j^lep veiidredi prochain : que d’ici, il vous donnera tous les foldats neceffaires pour cela 
jufque de MeJoL — Monfr. notre governeur apres avoir foupe enfemble, m’a dit de vout 
ecrire, de vous prier, ct vous exhorier de partir ce foir pour Diarbekir^ qu’il n’y a point 
de voie plus fur, et comme il doit repondre de vos perfonnes, il vous fait des nouvelles in- 
ftanics. Attendu que vendredi prochain le Pacha doit parter de Diarbekir pour ou 
il eft Pacha, De cceur 

Votre Devoue Serviteur, 

P. EUGENE. 


The verbal melTagcwas conveyed in thefe words 

The governor’* anxiety for your departing immediately, is owing to certain intelligenco 
** which he has juft received, that four tribes of Wrabs are lying in wait purpofeJy to intercept 
you ; they having received an information that you and your party arc nchly laden.” 

before 
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before found it. The laft night was cloudy, with thunder, Tighlning, and 
rain : The effeds of the laft, were unlpeakably comfortable to us. 

We long earneftly for the fight of our countrymen iX Aleppo , where we 
hope to find good wine, and wcll-dreffed food, and to recover oiir loft 
appetites. — Poor Mr. Pigot declares, that were he to be made emperor of 
all the countries we have pafled through, with the addition of both the 
Indies as a reward, he would not for fo valuable a confideration undertake 
this journey a fecond time. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. VI. 


Occurrences on the read from Merdin to Diarbekir, with a defeription of that 
city, — Account of the famine there. — We leave Diarbekir, and join the Baiba 
Abdallah. Face of the country we travel over. — Account of feme Arabs and 
their flocks, f he deportment to us. — We arrive at'^'w-, Deferiptwn 

of that city. — Ohfervations in our journey from that place to Sajuera and 
Aleppo, 

^75 ABOUT half pad: fix in the evening we left Arin., and travelled towards 
Jul/7^ ^wo hours we got near the foot of the mountain on 

which that city ftands •, and pafled by another dead human body lying in the 
road, very much torn either by wild beafts, or the fowls of heaven. The 
cartilages were <}uite frefh, and part of the ragged covering ftill remained. 
On the left hand leading up to the mount of Merdin, are the remains of 
a fmall town. We left Merdin on our right, and from eight to ten we were 
afeending the Courdiflan hills, over fome parts of which we had great diffi- 
culty to get our Fakht Revans, the roads being narrow and rocky. 

From Arin to the mountain of Merdin, we marched five miles a N. N. W. 
courfe ; for the next two hours a N. eafterly one, over a very mountainous 
Taly 20 . country ; and from twelve at night to four in the morning, we travelled 
a courfe from N. W. to N. E, changing very often two, three, or four 
points of the compafs. At four we refted in a pleafant n eadow covered 
with trefoil, by the fide of a be.autiful rivulet, and continued there fome 
hours. The frefh recruit of fpirits we received on breathing the cool air 
of the mountains, and our joy in paffing through a country covered every 
where with fo beautiful a verdure, can only be conceived by thofe few 
E.uropeans, who, like us, have travelled over this fultry part of the world in 
the hotteft feafon of the year. 

At eight o’clock we renewed our march through a mofl: delightful country 
of pleafant bufhy hills well- cultivated, and verdant dales interfeded with many 

a run- 
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a running ’ftream : corn, grafs, trefoil, wild flowers, and fweet fmelfing 
Ihrubs, grow here in the greateft plenty. Our ears were continually faluted 
with the cooing of the dove, the melody of the lark, and other finging birds, 
to which the hawthorn, the poplar, and the willow afforded Ihelter. But 
all thcfe natural beauties were greatly enhanced to us by the frefhnefs of 
the air, and the almoft conftant breezes which prevailed here. Thefe were 
fo extremely grateful and refrefhing, that at the joyful inftant, we could not 
help looking upon them as a full and fufficient recompence for all our pad 
labour and fatigue. The command of this pleafant diftrift is lodged in a 
Sbeick-Sakm, who is a Courd. 

At twelve at noon we reded in a valley by the fide of another running 
ftream, not far from a village. Here we got fome milk, but heard a very 
difagreeable piece of news by a traveller from Diarbekir ■, “ that the Bajha 
was already fet out for Jleppo ; and that fince his departure, the road be- 
tween us and Diarbekir had been infefted by a company of banditti confid- 
ing of 5 or 600 men, who committed all kinds of outrages, extorting 
whatever they wanted from the feveral villages, and plundering every paf- 
fenger that came in their way.” Our Jga had heard this fome hours 
before, but did not think proper to acquaint us with it till fix o’clock 
in the evening, when he came with Francifco to our tent, and with a mofl: 
forrowful countenance unbofomed the difagreeable intelligence. He added, 
however, that he was not without hopes the whole of the account might 
be falfe ; that he had difpatched a perfon to a narrow pafs before us, in 
order to get farther information, and who, he trufted would return with a 
good account; but if not, we Ihould then be obliged to ftrike out of the 
road towards our left, and take up our abode in a village in the moun- 
tains, until fuch time as he could procure a proper guard to conduft us 
in fafety to Diarbekir. This news alarmed us all to a great degree, and 
threw a damp over thofe flattering hopes which we had lately entertained 
of being in ten or twelve days bleflfed with the fight and converfation of 
our countrymen at Aleppo, To keep up our J'pirits therefore as well as 
we could under fuch alarming circumftances, we allowed ourfelves a glafs 
or two of Madeira wine, though our whole flock was now reduced to ten. 
bottles of this, and four of claret. 

About nine, the Ag^^ meflenger returned, and brought advice, that there 
were fome armed men upon the road, but he could not learn they had 
committed any violence, otherwife than by exacting provifions for their own 
vife, from the feveral towns and villages; and that in all probability 
they were troops belonging to the Bajha\ army, ftnt by him to colledt 
the duties due to government. This intcliigence raiku once more our 
drooping fpints, and we determined to proceed ; bur to avoid an ambuf- 
ciide, we relolved to continue where we were ’till two or three the next 
morning. 


About 
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■ 1758. About eight this evening, we difcovered the moon rifing over the hills, 
almoft totally eclipfeci, being only illuminated in the lower limb, in appear- 
ance about the twentieth part of its diameter. In half an hour after, it 
was quite clear. We aflced the Turks, what this appearance meant ? they 
anfwered, “ Some portentous event !” 

July 21. At the hour agreed upon, wefetofF, and foon met a company of travellers 
with loaded mules and affes going to Merdin ; among them was a Ghocarda 
with a lervant or two from Diarbekir. As we did not underftand the coun- 
try-language, we kept on, leaving the Turks and Francifco behind to pick 
up intelligence. In a few minutes, the late affrighted, half-dead Francifco, 
reanimated by the account which had been given him, came galloping after 
us, calling aloud, “ Courage meffieurs ! faint de crainte ! les toutes font de 
mcnfonges ! le chcmin ejl net ! Courage gentlemen ! there’s no fear ! ’tis all a 
lye! the road is clear!” From whence we eafily underftood, intelligence 
had been given him of no robbers being on the road, and that no kind 
of danger was to be apprehended j which upon his coming up, he confirmed, 
as foon at leaf! as his cxracy of joy would permit him. We continued there- 
fore to travel over the mountains, taking a north courfc ’till feven in 
the morning, when we met with a fingle lurk on horfeback, who informed 
us, that in going on in the road to Diarbekir, as we were, he had difcovered 
at fome diftance to the right, a great body of Flrab horfemen, confifting of 
about 700, who were lying in wait for travellers, and that to prevent their 
feeing him he had ftruck away to the left of the road. 

Upon receiving this frefh piece of difagreeable intelligence, we thought 
proper alfo to quit the main road, wheeling towards the left ; our yfga at 
.the fame time putting fpurs to his horfc, and riding off to the right, by 
way of reconnoitring, leaving the whole conducl; of our little troop to the 
diferetion of Mr. Pye ■, whom, for his expert behaviour on this occafion, we 
afterwards dubbed with the honourable title of Captain General. We could 
not but difapprove of our Agds behaviour, which though well intended, 
feemed in our opinion rather calculated for making a dilcovery of us to the 
enemy. 

In half an hour’s time, under the guidance of our new general, we got to 
the foot of a village, wliich we found deferred by the inhabitants through 
fear of the Arabs: as we were riding hecdlefly on towards a cultivated 
fpot of ground, the occupier of it with great emotion waved his iiand to 
IIS, to avoid his plantation ; we, fuppofing that every thing had reference 
to our prefent danger, concluded he meant the enemy were to our left, 
and that we Ihould again return to the right. Still however we kept on 
through the corn, ’till we got up very near to the farmer ; when our old 
trufty Francifco aflted him, “ What news The Turk or Courd, enraged at 
the damage done to his crop, put his hand to his fword, and in tlic moft 
violent paffion replied, “ The news he had for him, was, that he would 
3 immediately 
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immediately ait off his bead” — This threat was the finilhing ftroke to the 175®. 
poor old man’s I'pirits j he trembled, tried to make an apology, but could v 
not utter a word. We faw the confufion he was in, but not underftanding 
the country-language, were for a little while at a lofs to guefs what could be 
the occafion of it. The 'Turkijh farmer, whofe anger we foon found means 
to appeafe, confirmed to us the account we had received of the Arab horfe 
being to the right of us •, but as by keeping to the left of the road we 
had the good fortune to fee nothing of them, we concluded, that they had 
retired towards the river (on whofe banks there is fomc cover) to avoid the 
heat of the day. When tlie affair was over, I told FrandfeOy that I had 
reafon to think him a very honeft man, but was perfuaded he w.is a bad 
foldier ; he readily aflented to the truth, heartily wifhing himfclf and all 
of us fafe in Aleppo : he moreover declared, that this was the moft perilous 
journey he had ever made with European gentlemen, and that it fhould be 
the laft. 

We continued on our way for Diarbekir : before we got to that city, 
we croffed an arm of the Tygris^ and afterwards the 'Tygris itfelf twice. 

The firft time, we did it by a llone-bridge of five arches, the laft, by 
another bridge of ten. It was about nine in the morning when we firft 
faw from the high mountains the city of Diarbekir., then dillant from 
us about fourteen miles. We continued from that time to leave the 
heights, and travelling north, we reached the village of Hallipoi about half 
a mile ftom Diarbekir, at two in the afternoon, after a march of near 13 Diardeku 
hours, and the greateft part of it in the heat of the day. We put up at 
a good houfe belonging to a relation of Ofman, a very civil young Turk, 
and our fellow-traveller from Baghdad. 

Our fervant M'lntojh (now in a fair way of recovery) having for fome 
time paft had pofleflion of one of the Fakht Revans, our relief's in the 
other were but feldom. The wind indeed being cooler now than what vve 
had experienced ten days ago, we did not fufferdb much from the heat as 
we otherwife Ihould have done : however,. my fpirits were quite exhaufted, 
and I wanted fome other meat and drink befides bifeuit and water. Tn the 
latter part of this day’s journey, I rode in the Takht Revan three hours ; one 
hour was in my own proper turn, one in Mr. Doidge's, and the other in 
Mr. Alms's, who bearing the fatigue better than myfelf, were fo obliging 
as to infill upon my doing it. 

In the evening, compliments were fent to us out of the city from the 
Muffolem and treafurer. The firft will have the command here, as foon 
as Abdallah Bajha lhall fet out for Aleppo, who fortunately for us is not gone, 
and will depart on Monday next. His tents are all pitched without the city, 
and make a gay appearance : that which is intended for his own perfon, we 
diftinguifhed by the gilded ball. 

Yy 


This 
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1758. morning our went into the city, and delivered a letter to the 

» Kahier leaving another for the Bajha. The Kabier enquired civilly after 

Jul/ 22. our healths, hoped we were not greatly fatigued, offered his befl: fervices, 

&c., and aflured the Aga that he fliould look, upon us as part of his own 
family in the journey to Aleppo. He defired his compliments, and recom- 
mended it to him to wait on Abdallah Bajha in the evening. Mr. Pye and 
I were half poifoned to-day by drinking too freely of a bowl of wine and 
water, into which through miftake, we put Alum inftead of fugar. We 
were both fo much affeded by it, as to be obliged to take a vomit, which 
greatly relieved us. 

In the evening, Abdallah Bajha fent for our Aga., and after the common 
compliments had pafled between them, in refpeft to us, he afked how we 
propofed to travel ? whether in his train, or feparately i* adding, if we chofe 
the latter, that he would fpeak to the MiiJJolem to give orders for fome 
troops to efcort us. On being told, that we came this way on purpofe to 
accompany him, he replied, “ that we Ihould be of the family of 
his chief Cbrijlian officers among whom we find, are his treafurer, cham- 
berlain, and Ibme others. He carried his complaifance fo far, as to 
afk whether we had tents, mules, &c. fit for the journey, faying, if we 
Jiad not, he would himfelf give orders that we Ihould be fupplied with 
them. 

The French miflionaries fent us a little brandy, and fome country- 
made wine ; and were fo obliging as to fet their ftill to work, to make u.s 
a few bottles more of the firtt. — We find a little brandy in milk, the beft 
cordial, and the mod wholefome food we can get. — This evening .we re- 
membered our families and friends in a bowl of it. We put into the hands 
of a French father (who came this evening to invite us to take up our 
habitation with him and his brethren) a letter of credit which we received 
from Cojee Raphael at Baghdad for 5000 piadres, on our draughts 
upon Aleppo or Conjiantinople. It was drawn by Cuttal Aga on Hajfen EJ- 
fendi in this city. The father was very hearty in his affurances of giving 
us all the adidance in his power ; and the behaviour of individuals in a 
war between two nations, becoming a principal part of our converfation, 
the good father expreffed himfelf much after this manner : “ That we were 
“ all naturally brethren, and though kings and rulers made war, yet the 
“ obligations between man and man were by no means diflblved by it: 
“ that it was our duty to pray God to give peace to all his people, and 
“ when the obligations we owed the public did not render it impoifible, 
“ that good offices and brotherly kindnefs (hould prevail between the in- 
“ dividuals of each nation even in the midd of war ; and how much more 
“ ought this fpirit of benevolence to be cherifhed by us, when by fo 
“ extraordinary a chance, Europeans and icWo'is-CbriJlians met in io didant 
“ a part of AJia 


Two 



[ 347 ] 


Two oi\\tr French fathers came this morning, to pay us their compli- 
ments-, whofe convcrfation and offers of fervice correfponded with thofe we 
had received yefterday. They likewife fixed in our minds the unfavourable 
idea we had before conceived of the T urkijh government, by confirming the 
account given us at Moful, of 'their greateft Bajhas afting Ibmetimes in con- 
cert with the chief of the robbers. The great body which we fo narrowly 
efcaped laft Friday, the fathers aflure us, encamped but a little while ago 
between this city and the Courdijtan mountains, and continued there feveral 
days without interruption nay, fent melTagcs into the city to the Bajha, and 
received from him provifions of many kinds. Their chief being indif- 
pofed, defired that a phyfician might be fent out to him, which requeft 
was immediately complied with. The fathers add, that all this indul- 
gence could not be (hewn them without their making fome kind of com- 
penfation. Upon my afking whether the Bajha, confidering the late cala- 
mitous fituation of his people, was able to make head againft them -, they 
replied, “ Yes,” and fliook their heads. We were told by thefe gentlemen, 
that the French fhip of war the Foudrayant, and another of inferior force, 
had been taken in the Mediterranean, and carried' into an Englijh port. 



At nine o’clock, accounts were brought us, that our faithful fervant 
Francifeo was carried to prifon and loaded with irons, for bad behaviour 
to a Turk. — Om Aga polled thither in his behalf. At eleven o’clock 
three or four Furks of fome rank in the city, vifited us. The Syrian 
Papa, or Jacohine Patriarch, we find refides in Diarbekir • -, he is an aged 
man, of very good life and convcrfation, and the chief inftrument of what- 
ever gqod is done by the F urks hereabouts, who in fpite of their religi- 
ous prejudices, cannot but revere the virtue he pofielles. — Such was the 
charadter given him by the fathers. 


Francifeo returned to us in the evening, and faid it was a falfe report that 
he was loaded with irons; he confefles indeed that he was confined in pri- 
fon for refufing to pay the duty due to government on a country Chrijlian's 
arrival 3 but on our Aga's applying to the Mujfolem, and letting him know, 
that he was one of our fervants, he wa* immediately fet at liberty. — The 
old man upon the whole feems to have been lefs terrified with the Furkijh 
prifon, than he was with the farmer’s fword. This evening alfo the father 
returned to us, whom we had entrufted with our letter of credit, or 
rather draught as we underftood it to be on Hajfen Effendi : he brought 
his mattrefs, with the defign of tarrying all night with us, forefeeing he 


* Monfieur Tourneforti in his travels, fays, that there are many Patriarchs in the domi- 
nions of the King ot Perjla^ and the Grand Seignior, He of Itchmtadxtn^ who has borne the 
name of Catholicos a great while, is the chief of them all. This Patriarch is clothed as plainly 
as the other priefts ; he lives very frugally, and has but a few domellics, yet he is the moil 
confiderable prelate in the world, in regard to the authority he has over his nation, which 
tremble at the leall threat of excommunication from him. They fay, there are fourfeore thou- 
fand villages which own him* Tournefor r, *vol, iii. fage 240, 241. 
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1758. Ihould not be able to return in proper time to re-enter the gates of the 
— “ic— city. He made an apology for his being abfent fo long from us, but 
alTurcd us, that this delay had been entirely owing to the difappointment 
he had met with, and the diftrefs of mind he was in upon our account. 
He in Ihort told us, that HaJJen Effendi could not fupply us with any 
money. 

We were exceedingly chagrined, as well as difpleafed at this piece of in- 
telligence, and talked of complaining to the Bdpa. The good father re- 
plied, “ I have already threatned the Effendi, but he has convinced me, that 
foch a procedure will not be attended with any good confequence ; fince the 
blame cannot with any kind of juftice be laid upon him, bur rather on Cojee 
Raphael your pretended friend at Baghdad, whofe letter expreffes no more than 
this : “ Sir, Five Englifh gentlemen coming your way, if they Ihould 

want money, and you can fupply them, or can prevail on any of your 
“ friends to do it, their bills drawn on their countrymen at Stamboul, or 
“ Aleppo, to the amount of 5000 piattres, will be J'afe -, and you therein will 
“ oblige 

Yours, &c. 

CUTTAL AgA.” 

“ Now, gentlemen, (added the father) the Effendi fays, and I believe him, 
that he cannot fupply you with calh himfclf, neither docs he know of any 
other perfon in Diarbekir that can, to fuch a ftate of poverty arc the inhabi- 
tants in general reduced ■, and he moreover defired me to alTure you that he 
has no effefts of the letter- writer in his hands.” 

A ftroke fo fudden and unexpefted as this was, ftruck us with con- 
fternation little lefs than dcfpair ; we Hood looking upon one another unable to 
make the kaft reply. As we had not an)ong us all above ten piaftres left, 
there appeared to be no other relourcc, but difpofing of our watches, 
buckles, and whatever other trinkets we could mufter. The kind father 
however did not permit us to continue long in this painful ftate •, but told 
us, that he and his brethren had* been all over the city, endeavouring to 
raife a friend to fupport us in our preknt exigencies, and at laft had in fome 
meal'ure fucceeded. At the fame time he called upon a perfon whom he 
had brought with him, to draw nearer to us. “ This good man, fays the 
miftionary (pointing to his companion) has given us his word, that he will 
immediately advance you 200 piaftres,. which will be enough for the prefenr, 
and he will from time to time on the road lo Aleppo, fupply you with whatever 
cadi you lhall ftand in need of. He is a country Chrijiian, and goes with 
the Bajba." I'he great dt .^ree of joy which this acceptable piece of news 
gave us, the reader may more eafily conceive, than I exprefs. The 
Chrijiian laid down the 200 piaftres, and confirmed the promife he had 
made to the fathers, relative to our future wants. So that to the good 
3 offices 
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tf&ces of thefe worthy men, we owe our not being reduced to the very cx- 175S. 
treinity of dillrefs j and to the deceit of our falfc friend Cojee Raphael all <»— v — ■ 
that we might otherwife have fuffered. — M'IntoJh is now on the recovery. 

Benjamin Jenkins^ the night before laft had a fever and for fome days 
palt Mr. Dojdge'% rheumaiifm tn the (houldcr has been fo troublefome, that 
it obliged him to put the arm into a fling. Mr. Pigot is not well, and looks 
greatly fatigued. Meflicurs Pye-, AlmSy and felf, are pretty well, but have 
not yet recovered our loft appetites. 

Diarhekir is a large and well-fortified city, defended by baftions and tur- 
rets * after the I’urkijh manner. It has abou: twelve Mej'^ues with Minarets. 

The former, we are told, were originally Chrijlian churches. The houfes, 
for the moft part, are built of a grey moor-rtone. The city, about two 
years ago was very populous, its inhabitants amounting to four hundred 
thoufand fouls j but in the laft year, three hundred thoufand died, either by 
cold or famine. The Chrijiians refiding in the city before this calamity, 
were reckoned to amount to 26,000, of whom 20,000 died. This account 
we had from one of the French miflionaries, a Capuchin., who alfo faid, that 
before the famine, the city contained 60,000 fighting men, but that now 
they are not able to murter 10,000. He allures us, that the houfes and 
ftreets, nay. the very Mojques were filled with dead, that every part of the 
city exhibited a dreadful image of death, and that the furviving inhabi- 
tants not only greedily devoured all kinds of beafts, brutes, and reptiie.s, 
but alfo were obliged to feed on human bodies. Yet, in the midft of this 
feene of horror, the Grandees of the city had every thing in plenty •, for 
they had taken care to monopolize vaft quantities of corn, which they fold 
out to the other inhabitants at moft extravagant prices, and thereby acquired 
for themfelves immenfc fortunes. Corn rofe from two piaftres a meafure 
to 50, 60, and even 70 in the fpace of fix months. The father added, that 
the very fevere winter of 1756, and the Locujls in 1757, were the caufes 
of this dreadful vifitation : for by rc afon of the former, there were but few 
acres of land fown with corn •, and by the latter, the Imall crop they had, 
was in a great meafure deftroyed. He fpoke of the feverity of that winter 
in terms almoft incredible •, that it was common to fee the people fall down 
dead in the ftreets j that he himlelf once on quitting a warm room, and 
going into the open air, fell down motionlefs, and that Ins brotl.er in attempt- 
ing to aflift him, met with the fame fate. 

This account of the effeds of cold in the city of Diarhekir (which, ac- 
cording to an obfervation taken by Mr. AlmSy lies only in 38° north) 
fcems at firft very furprizing •, but confidering that the place ftands on a 

* Our common journal fays, near6o towers, and i6 Mojques woth ftone Minarets., and one 
with a large Dome ; there are no guns mounted on the walls. To the call is an high hill Amich 
quite overlooks the city, and commands it. The other three fides are open to a hne large 
plain, part of which hath this year been fown with corn/* 

rifing 
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rifing ground in the midft of an extenfive plain, and that the high Courdijlan 
mountains lie to the fouth and eaft of it, and the Armenian or Turcomanian 
to the north, whofe heads are always covered with fnow, and even now in 
July fiipply the city with ice 5 it will not appear at all improbable, that in 
a very fevere winter, fuch as was that in 1756, the inhabitants of this city 
fhould fo feverely feel the effefts of it. Befides, fuel muft have been ex- 
tremely fcarce, efpecially among the poorer fort, as nothing of this kind is 
j)roduced but upon the mountains, and thefe lie at fuch a diftance, that the 
price of it muft thereby be greatly enhanced. 

This city has a good appearance ; it is pleafantly fituatcd, the Tygris run- 
ning but at a fmall diftance from it. The bridge of ten arches is faid to 
have been built by the order of Alexander the Great. In the environs are 
many pleafant Villas with gardens, and rivulets running by them. There 
are alfo vineyards, of whole fruits the Chrijlians make wine and fpirits. 
There is at this time a good deal of arable land round the place, but 
not a thoufandth part of what there might be, the foil being naturally 
very rich. 

This day, early in the morning, the Bajlsa with his retinue fet off from 
July 24. Diarhekir. We could not immediately follow him, being obliged to wait 
for provifions for the Aga and his fervants, for our beafts and horfes, and 
feveral neceftaries for ourfelves ; fo that it was paft two in the afternoon 
before we began to march. In the mean time v/e wrote a letter to the 
hofpitable fatlicrs, thanking them in the moft grateful terms for the re- 
peated afts of friendftiip they had conferred upon us, and defiring the fa- 
vour of their names, that we might not be ignorant of the ptrfons to 
wiiom we were fo much obliged. We foon had the fatisfadlion to receive 
an anfvver in French, of which the following is a tranflation, 

“Gentlemen, Diarhekir, 2 July, 1758. 

“ 1 have received the honour of your letter, in which you thank us 
“ for the good offices which we have done you. We efteem them very 
“ trifling for perfons of your diftinguilhed merit. We fhould have been 
“ happy had it been in our power to have rendered you fcrvices of more 
“ confequence •, but we hope you will take the will for the deed. In re- 
“ fpedl to our names, we are called. Father Jofeph Marie of Camhray, Fa- 
“ ther Ives of Douay, Father Peter Francis of Fourain, Father Oener of Mau- 
“ heuge, and Brother Alexander of Orleans. We are at prefent five here, 

“ but two of us muft foon go into Perfta, and we do not know on whom 
“ the lot may fall. — We wifh you an happy journey, and are with all 
“ polTible refpedf, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your moft humble, 

“ and obedient fervants, 

“ Father Joseph Maaie, 

“ of Camhray, Capuchin, &c. ice." 

On 
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On finding that one of thefe reverend fathers bore my own name, I was 1758. 
not a little vexed that we had not given ourfelvcs the trouble to make the v— 
enquiry fooncr. As he was the firft ftranger of the name of Ives I had 
ever met with, and as in conjunftion with his brother miflionaries, he had 
rendered me the moll obliging offices, probably I ffiould have been 
fond of believing that I had difcovered a fimilitude of features in the 
face of Father Ives^ with thofe of my own family, and have made myfelf 
happy in thinking that a confanguinity of but a few intervening genera- 
tions fubfifted between us. Perhaps I might even have carried my 
reverie fo fer as to have concluded, that this relation of mine had been 
placed here by the particular defignation of providence on purpofe 
for my relief. But as the above recited letter did not arrive till we 
were juft fetting off, it never was in my power perfonally to know 
this name-fake of mine, or his ferviccs, more than thofe of the other 
fathers. 

At leaving Diarlekir, we were favoured with the fight of two fair 
and pretty women, whofe curiofity led them to take a look at us, and who 
from fome motive or other, which it was impoftible for us to afeertain, were 
fo obliging as to uncover, and give us a full view of their faces. We took 
our leave of them, of Hallipoi^ and Diarbekir, and travelled for fix hours 
over a rocky and defert country, abounding with thiftles and wild arti- 
chokes ; our courfe upon the whole being from W. S. W. to W. N. W. 
differing two or three points. At eight we joined the and continued 

on the fame fpot of ground where he was, without any covering, till four July 25. 
o’clock the next morning. We found the air both lharp and damp. 

We then, in company with the Bajha and his little army, renewed 
our march over rocky hills and dales. Our courfe was N. W. b W. 

W. S.W. S. W. and W. till about eleven o’clock, when we pitched 
our tents in a little valley near a running ftream of w'ater. Here v/c 
tarried the whole day, and received a complaifant meflage from the 
Kahier, with a prefent of a good fficep, which to people in our cir- 
cumftances could not fail of being very acceptable : it was fent by a 
fervant with a Cbocarda attending him. We returned our thanks by our 
Aga. 

This day, for the firft time fince we left England^ we faw a wild goldfinch, 
which fettled upon a thiftle clofe to qur tent •, the fight, of this little, agree- 
able fongfter gave us exquifite pleafure, owing to the fingle confideration 
that birds of this kind are inhabitants of Great Britain. This thought, 
fet before our heated imaginations all thofe gilded Icenes of delight, tliat 
we fuppofed were only to be found in that h.ippy region and which with 
wilhes bordering upon enthufiafm we were row pi .ying to enjoy. We 
panted for our Mother Country, that Natale holiim 10 pathetically deferibrd 
by the poets, and fo fenfibly "felt by every human breaft after a long and 

painful 



C 352 3 

painful feparation We could not help looking upon this tuneful gold- 
finch, as a fellow citizen who had kindly flown thus far to bid us welcome, 
to raife our drooping fpirits, and fignify to us that we were drawing nearer 
to our native country, that land of liberty after which wc had fo long and 
fo paflrionatcly fighed. 

July 26. At twelve at night we decamped, and travelled till one in the afternoon 
over a very rocky, hilly country, that yielded liule befides thiftlcs, arti- 
chokes, and lome wild flowers, particularly the Angle white and red holy- 
hock. From ten in the morning till one in the afternoon, the heat of 
the fun was excefllve, and fatiguing to the laft degree. At eleven we palTed 
ictssu. on our right the village Incejfu^ but it is lb large that it may more 
properly be ftiled a town. It has two MofqueSy with brick minarets. Near 
this place I obferved with great pain a vaft number of fick, weak, and 
lame objeds. Mr. Pye^ with difficulty efcaped from being forced to ad 
the phyfician and furgeon. Many of the poor wretches applied to him with 
great carneftnefs, and would fcarce be fatisfied with his plea of ignorance. 
At one we encamped in a pleafant valley, near a good ftream of water. 

This day wc met feveral travellers going to Biarbekir , — A party, whom 
I took to be the governor and chiet people of Incejfu^ came out to compli- 
ment the Bajha: this great man, we believe loitered near the village, in order 
that prefents might be made him, as he did not encamp till near four. 

July 27. At half part four this morning, we decamped, and went weft, and W. 

by S. for four hours and an half. Then we pitched our tents by a run 
or water, having before crofled two rivulets. The road to-day was rather 
rough, though much fmooiher than we found it yefterday. It afforded the 
fame kind of plants as were before noticed. 

The Bajhas Haram^ or fe nale part of his train, confifts of three 
^akht Revans^ and five covered cages; all of them are ornamented ac- 
cording to the rank of his wives and their attendants, and clofely covered 
with fcarlet and other coloured cloths ; They do not encamp till two 
or three hours after us. The liaram^ and its body-guard, precede the 
about half an hour’s march. This great officer always enters the 
encampment with colours flying, and mufic playing, which is made up 

♦ Nefcio qua Natale Solum dulcedine captos 

Ducit, & immemores non finit effe fui. Ovid. Epift. ex Ponto, lib. i. 

En unquam patrios longo poll tempoie fines 
Pauperis k tuguri congellum cefpite culmen, 

Foil aliquot, mea regna videns, mirabor ariilas ? 

ViRG. Eel. I. 

— - — 6, ubi campi, 

Sperchcofque, & virginibus bacchata Lacsenis 
Taygeta: 6, qui me gelidis in vallibus Ha;mi 
bifiat, k ingenti ramorum protegat umbra ! 

ViRG. Georgic. lib. ii. 
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of kettle-drums, trumpets, hautboys, and fifes.— He is of the higheft rank, 1758. 
and to exprefs his dignity has three horfe-tails carried in his train ■, one of V ' ■ 
vrhich is always with the van-guard. 

Being in want of meat, and having but little money in our pockets, wc 
were obliged to fend to the Kahier for another Ihcep, which he readily 
ordered from the Bajha's, flaughter-tent. Our Aga founded the Kahier about 
our quitting the BdJhcC% train, and making the belt of our way to Aleppo. 

He would not confent to our taking this ftep at prefent, as robbers in fmall 
companies now infett the roads j but gave us hopes however of being per- 
mitted to leave the Bajha two days hence, taking W'ith us a few troops for 

our guard. To-day Francifeo borrowed ten fequins for us: We could 

not forbear uttering a thoufand bad wilhes on the head of Cojee Raphael^ 
for having fo grofsly deceived us in the article of money, which above 
all others is the moft important in this country. He was to have fup- 
plied us with as much as we pleafed, by order and on the account of Mr. 

Shaw, to whom we brought unlimited letters of credit from our friends 
Meffrs, Hough and Spencer at Bombay ; but for reafons bell known to 
himfclf, though he accepted of the credit, and often declared that we Ihould 
have every thing from him that we could poflibly need, yet was fo cru- 
elly treacherous as to fend us off almoft pennylefs, advancing only 500 
piaftres, alTuring us at the lame time that 300 would be quite enough. But 
what fets the deceitfulnefs of this man in a ftronger light, is, that in 
^ converfation which he had with our Aga on the fubjeft, before we left 
Baghdad, he exprefsly told him, that it was neceflary we fhould carry with 
VIS 1000 or 1200 piaftres-, which fum, by woful experience, we now find 
is the leaft we ought to have had. It is therefore manifeft, that he knowingly 
deceived us, and thereby totally cancelled all the obligations we owed him 
for his other fervices. 

We fet out this morning at half paft two o’clock, and travelled feven July z». 
hours on a good road over a fertile country, or what at leaft might be 
made fo, if properly cultivated. In our whole way from Dicubekir, we 
have had on our right, to the northward, the Ttircomanian mountains. 

This morning we joined a nation of moving Arabs, with their families and 
numerous flocks : the latter were made up of the fineft Iheep, and moft 
hairy goats I ever beheld. We ufed a thoufand entreaties to prevail on the 
owners of them to fell one of each fort, but could not fuccced. The 
tails of the Iheep were furprizingly large and unwiel.ly ; they could not 
weigh lefs than from 20 to 40 pounds each, and were made up of very 
fine fat. A few years ago I faw fome flieep with very large tails in Bar- 
lary, but never any of equal fize with thefe, whofe weight was fuch, that 
the poor creatures could not run ; they only walked, or rather waddled ; 
and their very heads inclined backwards, probably owing to their enor- 
mous tails. The he-goats belonging to this Arab flock, had horns as 

Z 2 long 
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175 ^* IpPg as a Peer’s, and in form not much unlike them. Their hair too was 
very Ibng, and yet a little curling, reaching from their fides almoft down 
to the ground, like a fine, flowing robe *. One of thefe, which was 
likewtfe adorned with an unufual length of beard, went at the head of the 
flock of Iheep, and carried a liell about its neck. Thefe Jrabs were juft 
come out of the Armenian mountains, and for the fake of better pafturage,. 
were moving towards the banks of the Euphrates. 

Wenuerah. About eight o’^clock we left on our right the ruins of a village called 
Meniferah^ which is the laft in the province of Diarbekir. About two miles 
to the fouthward of thefe ruins, there is another village of the fame name 
which is inhabited, but this laft is in the diftrift of Urfa f ; fo that after 
we had palTed by the ruins we immediately entered into Urfa's Bajhalk. 

This. 


• This feems to be the goat fpoken of by Monfr. Tourne/ort in his journey to Pocar 
and Angora. “ They breed (lays he) the fined goats in the world in the champaign of Angora.- 
They are of a dazzling white; and their hair, which is fine as filk, naturally curled in locks 
©f eight or nine inches long, is worked up into th'e fined dulFs, efpecia^ly camlet. The thread 
made of this goat’s hair is fold from four livres to twelve or fifteen livres the Oque ; there is 
feme fold even for twenty or five-and-twenty crowns the Oqui ; but this is only made up inta 
camlet for the ule of the Grand SeignioAs Seraglio** Tournefort, voL iii. p. 301, 

f Urfa^ OrfUi Qypha^ or Ourfa ; antient Edejfay in the latitude of 56^, about 60 miles 
eall from the xmx Euphrates, at the head of the river Sortas, in a fruitful welhculiivated, anih 
pleafant champain : a city fo confiderable, as by fomc to be accounted the chief of. the pro* 
vince. 

Orfa, fays Rauv^lf, with its cadle,. is fitoated vepr pleafantly. on a hill ; the town is pretty 
large, and well provided with fortifications. The inhabitants deal in tapeftry of divers forts, 
whereof fome axe made here. There is alfo a very good fadlory of trade from Aleppo, Damaf- 
CMS, and Conjlantinople, for Caramet, which is five days journey from it, and thence fold into- 
Perjia, India, A plentiful well near the town is called Abraham'^, and fhewn to ftrangers, 
as that to which Repecca went to water her flock, (Genefis, chap. 24.) and upon that belief 
it is held in great honour, 

Ourfa is the capital of Mefipotamia, Airrounded with walls of free*done, and provided with 
battlements and towers, feated in a good foil, producing wine, and aflbrds pleafant gardens,, 
which are watered by channels brought by art. The houfes in the town are fmall, ill built,, 
and fo ruinous, that in fome places, it looks more like a deferr, than a metropolis. 

The city i.s governed by 2. Bajha, who has under him one hundred and fifty f aniffarks,. 
and fix hundred Spahis. Great quantities of the x^ATuykijh leather are drefied here, the- 
water of this place giving it a particular beauty. Tavernier. 

Edejfa was fo ancient a place, that in Ifidonh time, Nimrod was named as its founder*. 
Under whe Romans it was the capital of Ojlrohene, which was the northern part of Mejopo- 
tamin', fubjeft to its own prince in our Saviour’s time,. to whom he is faid to have wriiten 
a letter declaring faith in him, and defiring his prefence to cure-him of a difeafe. 

It was the fee of an archbilhop, and in the holy war^ fubjed to the Chrijiians, with the 
country around it. By the Greeks, this city was named Calhroe, from the fair fountains. By. 
the Latins, it was fometimes called fujiimp^lis^ from the emperor . who rc-cdiiied it. By 
the 4 rabians it is called Rboa ^.n^Orrahm, 

Dro, 



[ 355 ] 

This capital city is diftant from hence five hours journey, lying S. W. rysS- 
of us. U--V— . 

At half paft nine in the morning, we encamped in the moft pleafant vale 
we had met with on this fide D/tfrW/r, fhaded by willow and poplar trees, 
interfeifled with runs of water, and covered with graft and flowering Ihrubs. 

Being told that there was a mifunderftanding between our Bajha and that of 
Vrfa, and therefore we Ihould not pafs through that city •, it was thought 
expedient by us to write a letter laft night m Mr. Doidge's name, to the 
European Chrijlian miffionaries at Urfa, begging them to make enquiry for 
a meflenger, who we imagine, muft have arrived there with an anfwcr 
to a letter we had addrefled to Conful Drummond while we lay at Nijtbin : 
we requei\ed the fathers, if they found out the meflenger, to fend him back 
with Mr. Drummond'% anfwer to Bir or Birjoupy a place we Ihould be fure to 
touch at. — We fent this letter by a perfon going to Vrfa, who had accom- 
panied the BaJIoa thus far from Diarbekir. 

At half paft three in the morning we decamped, and fet off with fomc July 29. 
of the firO; of the Bafoa's. people. After about three hours travelling over 
a hilly, Tandy country, we arrived at a moft delightful plantation of walnut, 
willow, and poplar trees, which lay in a vale, where were many black-berry 
bullies, and a refrefliing ftream of water ran through it. For about two 
hours we Ikirced the outfide of this pleafant covert, and then got to 
the place where the Bajha intended to encamp for the day,, greatly difap- 
pointed to find our ilage fo Hiort, and yet partly reconciled to it, feeing we 
were to reft on fo fv.'eet a fpot. — Our courfe to-day was W. S. W, and S. W, 
but we got forward on our journey only nine miles. Near to the valley 
where we now are, is fome ground cultivated by the Arabs, and over the 
rivulet ftands a water-mill. The valley is called Pafcllckcw, and the 
neighbouring village, Hanivah. Wc have feen many Hcrapins of late, and Ilanwali’s 
a few Storks. Within the neighbouring grove arc many gold-finches, and vale and 
other finging birds. village. 

As the Bajha travels fo much flower than we chufe to do, and as by this 
delay we were apprehenfive of not arriving foon enough at Scandcroon to 
embark in the (hips which fail irom thence about this time to England ■, wc 
dcfirtd our Aga to wait upon the Kahkr, and folicit his good offices with 


Dr. Heylin ruppofed it to be Charan or Haran, whither i^hraham removed with his father 
and family, when they departed from Ur. But according to GiJius, and others, Charan, 

which was at the fame time called Charrrvhy the Romans, and notable for the defeat and death 
of Cr&Jj'us, ftood more north, 40 miles diftant from hence. 

Eded'a is remembred in the Roman hiftory for the death of the emperor Caracalln, by the 
Jiand ofMacrinus, The firft taking of it by the Saracens was in the year 637. IViticc Baldziin, 
brother to Godfrey of got poft'clfion of it in 1097, and tlie T^rh retook it in 1 142. 

' Moll'j Geography ^^'Meibpotamia. 
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the to gttnt iw ah efcort, and that we may be permitted to make the 
bed of our way to Bir in the beginning of the night. Our Aga undertook 
the commiffion with reludance, but we pofitively infifted upon his doing it. 
A little after noon, our Aga was fent for by the Kabier : We took it for 
granted that his intention in fending for him was to deliver to him the Bajha'a 
permiflion for our going forwards, and we made ourfelves not a little happy 
at the thoughts of it ; but at his return, we had the mortification to learn 
that he was ient for to prefent the Kabter's compliments to the EngUJh gentle- 
men, and to defire the favour of them to fpare one oi XhtivTakbt Revans^ 
for the ufe of a fick Cadi. The Aga, witliout waiting for an anfwer from 
us, replied, “ All applications of that fort would be in vain, becaufe one 
of the two 'Takbt Revans was, and had been for fome time, totally given up 
to the fervice of their fick European fervants •, therefore, but ont remained 
for the relief of the five gentlemen, who were not themfelves in the beft 
Hate of health, and moreover were quite unaccuftomed to ride in the 
fun.” — The Kahier feeing the great impropriety of the meflage, thought fit 
to drop it. 


Our Aga did not negleft this favourable opportunity of talking to the 
minifier about our proceeding immediately to Aleppo. He fet before him 
in the ftrongeft light the neceiflity we were under of getting to Scanderoon 
as foon as pofllble, and bei ged his intereft with the Bajba to permit us to 
depart with a proper efcort for Aleppo •, making it plainly appear to him, 
by that means we Ihoiild lave a great deal of what otherwife would be loft 
time : for he obferved, if allowed to proceed by ourfelves, we could with 
great eafe get to Bir in one ftage (being only eight hours journey) which 
the Bajha with his numerous retinue would make two of at leaft ; and the 
whole way from Bir to Aleppo, would take us only three days, whereas 
Abdallah Bajha (exclufive of the time he continued at Bir) could not per- 
form it in lefs than four. In anfwer to all this, the Kahier ftarted many 
objections ; the principal were, the roads being infefted with robbers, and 
the fatal conlequences that might enfue fiiould we chance to be attacked by 
them. He di fired the Aga however to cali upon him again in the even- 
ing, by which time, he told him, he lliould be able to acquaint him more 
fully with the Bafoa's fcntinicnts. 


Early in the evening we hurried the Aga away, and by fix he returned 
with a pofitive refufal from the BaJlja-, who pleaded in excufe for his non- 
compliance with our requeft, that the roads were full of deferters from the 
Bajha of Urfa'% fokiiery, who having quarrelled with their matter had turned 
robbers; and that the Bajha himfelf in confequence of their mutiny, had 
withdrawn himfelf from Urfa, where he apprehended his life to be in danger, 
and had retired to Bir, as a place of lafety. He added, that we were 
under his own immediate protedlion by a very particular recommenda- 
tion from Solyman Bajha, and therefore that he. was anfwerable for all the 
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ill confequciTces that might attend any indifcreet procedure. Thoroughly 175S', 
mortified by this cruel detention, wearied al mod to death by the length and 
fatigue of our journey, anxious to arrive at Aleppo, and not crediting one 
half of what had been told us, of the dangers of the road ; we in plain terms 
told our Aga that we were determined to go on by ourfelves without a guard, 
and to run all rifks; the greatcft of which we looked upon as nothing, com- 
pared to the hazard we ran of lofing our paflage from Scanderoon to Eng- 
land, by the unaccountably flow progrefs we at prefent made. We urged 
alfo the importance of our public diTpatches, and peremptorily infifted on 
fctting out this very night. 

The converfation exceedingly alarmed the Aga, who with the moft vifiblc 
marks of concern, told us, that if we were refolved to take this ftep, it 
would be out of his power to go with us, for the Bajha'% orders were pe- 
remptory, and ihould he prefiime to break through them, the inevitable 
confequence rauft be the lofing of his head. We rejoined, that however 
forry we Ihould be to leave hi m behind us, yet in the prefent cafe we thought 
ourfelves obliged fo to do ; but for his indemnification with the Bajhas 
SolymaK and Abdallah, we would write him a letter, which was as follows : 

“ Sir, 

“ The bufinefs we are upon in refpefl; to the king our matter is fo pref- 

fing, and the hazard we run of mifllng the opportunity of an Englijh 

Ihip of war failing from Scanderoon, fo great, that we are obliged to ac- 
“ quanu you, we mutt run all rifks, and get to Aleppo as foon as poflible. 

“ If tiie Bajha therefore will not permit us to have a guard, which we 
“ define you again to folicit, we mutt this night fet off by ourfelves for 
“ Bir. We write this to you for our juftification to all whom it may con- 
“ cern, but particularly our own King. 

To Aga Amada. “ We are. Sir, 

“ &c. &c.” 

We ordered our interpreter to explain this letter to the Aga, and to ex- 
prefs to him the lively fenfe we had of his great care over us during the 
whole journey, aflfuring him withal, that on his arrival at Aleppo, we fliould 
take him by the hand as our good friend, and fliew him the fame token of 
our thankfulnefs, as if he had accompanied us thither j but if we fhould 
have quitted that city before his arrival, we would not fail to leave with 
Conful Drummond the proper mark of our gratitude, from whofe hands he 
would be fure to receive it. This gave him an opportunity of minutely en- 
quiring into the exad value of our intended prefent, which he did not omit, 
faying, “ How ftiall I be able to judge of your conful’s rightly delivering 
the identical fum you are fo kind as to intend me ?” — We withheld from 
him the entire gratification of his wilhes in this refpeft, for fomc little fpace, 

and 
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1758- and only aiifwered in general, that the Britijh conful was a man of honour. 
We prefently added however, that for his future fecurity we (hould leave a 
letter at Alepfo addrcfled to him, which, on his producing to Solyniati Bajha^ 
would not only juftify his whole conduft towards us, but alio exprefs our 
thanks for his fervices, and iiitreat his acceptance of certain tokens of our 
clleem. He feemed to pay great attention to this declaration, and made 
fome civil returns to it, by an eafy inclination of his body ; but ftill fuch a 
lhare of diffidence fat on his brow, that we evidently faw his heart was 
not perlcdly at cafe. Knowing the inordinate third which even the belt 
among the T’ urks have for money, and actuated befides by the real regard 
which we had for the man, we could not defer any longer telling him, that 
our prefent would not fall (hort of 500 piallres. — After this appeared 
very well fatisfied. 

We then defired him to fend for the Mocha and T akht-revanrgee. When 
they came, we gave them to underftand, that we intended to fet off this 
very night at twelve o’clock for Bir without the Bajha-, and ufed every 
argument we could thin!; of to perfuade them to go with us. But they too 
railed a thoufand difficulties, telling us, that exclufive of the rifle they ran 
of lofing their mules, which were not their own, they did not dare to pro- 
ceed without the Aga, efpecially after what had palled between him and 
the Kahier. Upon their refufal, wc held a Ihort confukation among our- 
felves, and refolved to requeft the Aga to go immediately to the Kahier with 
our moft refpeflful compliments, befeeching him to give us leave to wait 
upon iiim with our interpreter. He would fain have poftponed it till the morn- 
ing, reafoning with great propriety on the unfeafonablenefs of the hour for 
waiting upon a man of his rank •, but we were not now to be put off, plead- 
ing in our turn the abfolute neceffity we were under of not lofing another 
moment of time : he at laft yielded, taking with him Francifeo. They did 
not return till paft ten, and then, only with the minilter’s compliments 
and prayers, that we would reft fatisfied, and acquiefee in his and the 
Bapa's wholefome advice. He defired them to allure us, the road was 
extremely dangerous, and that our requeft could not be granted with- 
out the moft apparent hazard ; adding, that if we were robbed, it would re- 
flccl: great dilhonour not only upon Abdallah Bapa who had taken us under 
his protection, but alio on Solywan Bapa who had fo ftrongly recommended 
us ; and befides, the difference of time between going by ourfelves, or 
with the Bapa, could not now be very great, and he hoped no kind of 
lofs or inconvenience would arife from it. 

We were obliged to put up with tlie difappointment, and fo repofed 
ourfelves once more on our cots i it being impratlicable for us to fet off, as 
the Kahier by this time had denounced a punilhment of the fevereft kind 
on all our country attendants who Ibould prefume to go with us. However, 
we had taken care to difpatch a meffengcr tc Bir, with orders to look 
out for the man with Mr. Drtmmo?id’s expected anfwer ; and fliould he find 
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fcim, he was direfted to return to us immediately; if not, to wait there »75*' 
bll our arrival, with or without the Bajha, t— v— ^ 

Early this morning, Abdallah Bajha himfelf fent for our Aga^ and talked July 30 » 
with him a great deal on the prefent fituation of our affairs. He concluded 
in the fame drain as his Kahier had done the preceding night, “ that he 
neither could, nor would confcnt to our going one jinger's length before him.’* 

On the contrary, he defired, that during our future march, we would take 
care to keep more in the body of his guards than we had hitherto done, 
for the times were exceedingly perilous. The Aga foon returned to us, 
and delivered the Bajha'% meffage. He was accompanied (agreeable to an 
order given by Abdallah) by three other perfons : the one was a filver-ftaff 
officer, the other a Cbrijiian of his houfehold, and the third a foldier. 

The two firft were direfted to beg that we would have patience, and 
put confidence in. the BaJha'% care of us -, to affure us that nothing but 
the real concern he had for our fafety, prevented his giving us his per- 
miffion to proceed ; that the whole country was full of danger, and that 
a hundred foldiers would not be fufficient to protedt us, there being more 
than two hundred deferters from the Bajha of \Jrfcd% troops, between whom 
and their late commander there was now an open war. As a proof of 
the truth of this reprefentation, the Bajha had ordered the foldier to attend, 
us, who this very morning had come from Urfa^ and confirmed the ac- 
count in every particular. 

We had all the reafbn in the world to'believe, that the Chrijiian was joined 
with the other two, not only on the prefurnpiion that his word would gain, 
greater credit with us than that of a Mujfulman, but becaufe this was the 
very man who at the requeft of the fathers, had fupplied us with cafii. In 
the courfe of our converfation with thefe perfons, we were informed, that 
the Bajha., on hearing of the precipitate meafures we were taking, had once 
propofed that Franeijeo our fervant and interpreter ffiould be fent for to re- 
ceive the Bajlinado, on the prefumption that he had been chiefly inftrumentaJ 
in perfuading us to fet off by ourfelves. We appeared to fmile at this ac- 
count, and told the 'Turks, that we were very fure a perfon of the Bajha's 
dignity and polkenefs could never think of carrying into execution fuch 
a ftep, therefore we took for granted that if it was propofed, it was only 
in jell. 

They obferved in reply, that the Bajha had told them, he was educated' 
at Conjlantinople, and had the honour of being a Vizier to the Grand Seig- 
nior, from which happy circumftances he had frequent opportunities of be- 
coming acquainted with the genius and tempers of the Englijh nation, which, 
he knew to be fo amiable in every refpeft, chat he was entirely convinced 
we had never withftood his intreatics, if this fervant who was an Aleppean, 
and a fubjeft to the Emperor, had interpreted with integrity all he was com- 
manded to let us know. We alTured them, that he was an inoffenfive and 
• honelS 
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honeft man, and to the beft of our belief had always executed his commit 
fion with fidelity. We defired them alfo to reprefcnt to the Bajha, that 
though we had the moll lively and grateful fenfe of his great concern for 
■our welfare, yet we could not but regret every hour that did not fet us 
forwards in our way to Aleppo : we therefore through them, again befeeched 
him to grant us a little efcort, with which we would willingly venture our 
pcrfons and effefts. The officer peremptorily replied, that we mult not go. 
Prefently he added, that the Eaflia had propolcd our fending an exprefs 
from hence to the Britijh conful at Scanderoon, requeuing him to detain any 
one of the King's Ihips that happened to be there ; and that the Bafloa liim- 
felf would write a letter, informing the Conful &x Aleppo how defirous we 
were to get forwards in our journey, but how impoffible it was for him to 
comply with our defires. We begged the officer and his companions to 
make our acknowledgments to the Baftoa for this farther inftancc of his 
kindnefs, but added, that we had already written to the Conful, who wc 
made not the lead doubt would do every thing in his power to ferve us j yet 
we knew likewife fo much of the nature of the orders given to the cap- 
tains of our (hips of war, that nothing was fufficicnt to prevail on them 
to tarry for even a finglc day. We concluded, with ilefiring them to 
make the Bajha acquainted with our thanks, and our intreaties to be 
gone. Before they took leave they obfcrved, that the difference of rime 
between our going by ourfclves, or accompanying the Bajha^ would be 
only two days, owing to the Beijha of Urfa’s being arrived at Bir-, for 
that would prevent our gre^t-man from tarrying fo long there as he other- 
wife intended. 

In the evening two fmall plates of ready-drefled viftuals were fent us 
from the Bajhas cookery-tent. This fcanty fupply was intended for our- 
felves ; at the fame time a certain allowance of bread. Ghee, &c. was fent 
to our Aga, and his people. As we knew not by whofe order thefe things 
came, wc defired our Aga to make enquiry ; for if they were a prefent from 
the Bajha or Kahier, we very well knew that their diredions in refped to the 
quantity, mull have been but ill executed ; if they came from any inferior 
perfon, we were defirous he Ihould be acquainted that we could receive no 
more from him, though we were obliged to him for his good wdl, and 
fhould not be unmindful on our arrival at Aleppo^ of any civilities that were 
cither done, or intended us on the road. 

To divert our prefent melancholy in fome degree, wc took a walk in the 
plantation before us, where, befides the trees and bulhes already mentioned, we 
found the apple and plumb-tree. The (Irawberry plant alfo flouriflied here 
in great abundance. Soon after we had finifhed our walk, wc received a mef- 
fage from the Bajha^ that to prevent any indecorum or infult being offered to 
our perfons in the night, he had thought it neceffary to order fix or eight 
foldiers to attend us at our tents. Wc immediately ordered our Aga to 

wait 
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wait upon the Kahier^ and to demand the real meaning of (o unufual a 
guard. At his return, he told us, we were to look upon it as an addi- 
tional mark of the refpeft and care for us, who had alfo conde- 

feended fo far as to direft the particular order of our march. In the even- 
ing we found this to be in the rear of what he mofl: valued, his IFomen 

and his Treafure, By this extraordinary teftimony therefore of the 

kindnefs, we were in reality his prilbners ; it not being in our power now 
to leave him, how much foever our inclinations might prompt us to do 
it. 

Wc refumed our march at nine in the evening ; travelled weft, and va- 
rious other courfes, but upon the whole about S. W. near 32 miles in 12 
hours, over a barren, hilly country, and not at a greater diftance than 12 
or 14 miles from the Armenian mountains, which run almoft eaft and weft. 

We were told yefterday, that we were only eight hours journey from Bir^ 
but we have travelled twelve hours, and have ftill another journey to 
make ! 

We pafled by feveral Arab burial-grounds, and three or four ruined vil- 
lages and forts, (ituated on eminences; one of thclc has two fmall ftonc* 
gateways remaining. Now and then we came to a little patch of ground 
lovvn with Indian corn. At nine we encamped by the fide of a run of 
water, on the declivity of a hill called Cortocoar. I'he villages all around Cortocoar- 
us are deferted; the Arabian inhabitants having removed thcmfelves and 
their efTeds, through an ai)jUehenfion of il.eir being taken from them by 
the rapacioufneis of our foldiery, or the extortion of our great men. No 
flocks, not a finglc flieep is to be feen ! we have no viduals to cat ! and 
an* almod ripe for mutiny, upon account of our forcible detention, which 
w’c think has it^ rife more in valn-glory, mixed with a little felf-inteiritcd 
policy, than from any real apprehenfion tlic Bajha entertains of our being 
in danger, were he to fend us away under a proper efcort. 

At five in the evening, we fent our Aga to the Knhier to lay our nccef- 
fities again before him, and to defire either a frefh fupply of provifions, or 
leave to haften by ourlelves to Bir, Our Aga returned with the rninifter’s 
moll ocrcemonious compliments, and cxpreflions of forrow for our iincom- 
forrable fituation, declaring at the fame time, tl at i\\^ BaPja and all liis at- 
tendants laboured under the fame fcarqty of food, but that he would deny 
himlclf the Icanty pittance that was allotted him, and fend us a couple of 
plates of drelTed meat from his own family. Thefe werefoon after conveyed 
to our tents, and though tl)ey barely fervecl to take oft' the keen edge of my 
brother-travellers appetites, yet we looked upon them jis infallible marks 
of the Kahier's humanity and polirenefs. For my own parr, 1 fullered but 
very little upon this occafion, not having as yet fo far recovered my ap- 
petite, as to feel in any great degree the painful fenfation of hunger. 


Mondf^y 
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At one the next morning, we fet off again, and tfavcHed five hours 
over rocky hills. The firft two hours our courfe was W. S. W. the two 
fucceeding ones .S. W. and S. S. W. and the laft hour S. which brought 

us to the city of 5/>, or Birjoup (as it is called by the inhabitants) which is 

fituated on the eaftern bank of the river Euphrates, againft the fide of a very 
high, chalky hill. . It is about fix hundred yards in lengtii, and has five or 
fix Mofques with ftone Minarets. The buildings in general are in a ruinous 
condition, which with the craggy hills around, afford a pidurefque and ro- 
mantic profpefl:. The tops of thefe hills are covered with vineyards, as 

indeed are moft of the environs of the city, but we could not difeover 

any corn-lands. 

The city is defended by two caftles •, one ftands by the river’s fide, the 
other on the top of the hill. From this laft, two fmall guns were fired in 
honour of the arrival of Abdallah Bajha, who entered and rode through the 
city on horfeback, attended by his own train, and by the Baft.'a ot Urfa, who. 
went out of the place to meet him. I'here being no bridge here, and only 
three ferry-boats, which were all employed in tranfporting the Bajha\ llaram 
and retinue, Ibldiers and baggage, we had little hopes ot getting acrofs the 
river for fome time, and therefore feated ourfelves on I’ome ruins that lay in 
the tiitch before the town ; but the Baftja riding by, and teeing us and 
our baggage in the open ftreet, immediately called our Aga to him, and 
fternly demanded, “ Why the Englijh gentlemen were thus thame- 
fully treated ?” Upon his being told the realbn, he gave him the ftritfteft 
orders, and commanded his own officers to take particular care, that the 
boats ffiould be no more employed in his fervice till we and all our baggage 
were wafted over to the other fide. This was the firft time we had ever 
feen the Bafisa, and it muft be owned that his whole behaviour upon this 
Gccafion was truly humane and polite. Our Aga killed the hem of his gar- 
ment, and we bowed after our manner, which he returned with a fmall 
bending of the cheft, and a vifible complacency of countenance. He was 
about fixty years of age, feemed adive, and had a very long flaxen beard. 
The Kahicr, who immediately followed the Bajha, faluted usalfo with great 
freedom and good-nature. 

It was about nine in the morning when we paffed over the Estphrates 
for the fecond time ; and thus quitted Mefopotamia and entered Syria. The 
river is here not more than 150 yards over, now, but in the winter-months, 
or after great rains, and the melting of the fnow in the mountains, it muft 
be at leaft twice as broad, which is very vifible from its prefent dry bed. 
It fupplies the inhabitants of Bir with a great variety of exceeding fine filh.. 
We got here Ihcep, eggs, bread, and a few grapes, but no wine or fpi- 
rituous liquors. 

It is fomewhat remarkable, that the burial-ground belonging to the city 
o£ Bir, is on the Syrian fide of the river : poflibly it may be owing to the 
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ground on which the town is built, being of fo rocky a nature as not to 

admit of graves being dug in it, but with the utmoft difficulty. It was v — . 

upon this Ipot that we pitched our tents, from whence we had a full view 
of the city but as its houfes are built of a white, chalky (tone, which 
bears the fame colour with the neighbouring hills and foil, we could not 
cafily diftinguiffi the one from the other. Here we had the mortifica- 
tion to learn, that the two men 'whom we had dilpatched from Nifibin 
with a letter to Mr. Drummond at Aleppo^ had between Urfa and Bir^ fallen 
in with a party of Sanjacks, who in a great rage had defaced our letter, 
and carried the meffengers up into their mountains, where after feverely 
whipping them, they at length ftiffered them to depart. Thefe unfortunate 
men it feems did not arrive at Bir till yefterday, and after flaying a few 

hours fet out for Aleppo ; fo that all our hoj es of getting fpeedy intelligence 
from Mr. Drummond are at an end. 

At a quarter before three this morning, we decamped from the banks of Augufl 2. 
the Euphrates, having the Bajha's ladies and treafure before us, and travelled 
W. S. W. and S. W. for tour hours and half, over a hilly, rugged coun- 
try, abounding in chalk and (tones. At fix we pafied over a bridge with 
three arches, and dilcovered a pretty looking village on our right called 
Mazar, which had many trees about, and on the hills beyond it : At half 
pall feven we pitched our tents in a plealant valley under the fhade of a 
walnut-tree, with a pomegranate at our fide, and an agreeable plantation of 
peach, almond, apple, and other trees around us. From this fpot, we dif- 
patched one of our Takht-Revan men with a fecond letter to Mr. Drummond. 

FIc engaged to deliver it to-morrow at fun rife, and to meet us on the road 
with an anlwer. 

Our Aga has jull given us all great fpirits, by acquainting us that we are 
to keep the Bejhm company only tliis and to-morrow night’s ilage. After- 
wards we are to have liberty to make the bell of our way. We learnt alfo 
this evening by a traveller from Aleppo, that a malignant fever had ’till 
lately mightily prevailed in that city, and carried off many of the in- 
habitants ; He added, that bread was at fo high a price, that the poorer 
people were almoft ftarved. 

At a quarter before two this morning, we took our former ftation, behind Auguft 3. 
the ladies, and marching off travelled a winding courfe for two hours. We 
paffed quite through the village oi Mazar, which has two Mofques with Mi- Mazar. 
narets ; then went a S. W. by W. courfe for two hours and half more, over 
a good, but much neglected foil, and at length pitched our tents in a 
>vcll cultivated plain, at tha eaft fide of an artificial mount, on which a 
caflle once flood,, .and around' it a town named Sajuera. This is much fuch Sajuera. 
another mount as that at IQrcootc, only not quite lo large. From the top of 
it you have a commanding profpeft of a fine extenfive country with two of 
three villages ; were the lands about them green Indian corn or Natchife. 
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A river called alfo Sajuera runs through the plain, which greatly added to 
the feenery of the landfcape. 

Some ruins on the fummit of the mount are ftill vifible, particularly on 
the weft; fide, where you plainly difeover the pillars of a portal to the 
caftle, which were made of bluilh hard ftones about five feet in length, 
and two in thicknefs. On one of them placed at the right hand as you 
enter the gateway of the eaftern fide of the ruins, and nine feet from the 
ground, fome ancient charaders were apparent, though now fomewhat 
effaced. — They are copied in the annexed copper-plate. On the north 
fide of this gate-way, are two or three arches, which appear to have been 
formerly paffages to fo many apartments : They are built of the fame hard 
large ftones as thofe which compofc the portal, and are cemented together 
with a moft durable mortar, in the compofition of which I obferved many 
fmall ftones. We were told, that this mount and town were formerly 
in the poffcfilon of Chrtjlians-, but I am apprehenfive that the Tmks, 
from wliom we receive our information, make ufe of the words Chrif- 
tians and Europeans as fynonimous terms ; fo whether they mean Euro- 
peans who lived before the times of Chrijiianity., or thofe who formed the 
Crufadcs in the twelfth Century, is difficult to determine. 

x\t fix this morning, the principal men of another village juft by us, 
.and called alfo Sajuera, paffed on towards our rear, in order to pay theie 
compliments to the Bajha. Thefc gentlemen were ail armed and on 
horlcback, attended by a perfon carrying a pair of colours. About eight 
o’clock, near forty of the chief people of Aleppo came alfo into camp, 
with their horfes very richly caparifoned. Their bufinefs is alfo to com- 
pliment the Bajha on his drawing nigh to their city. They have been four 
days on the road, and had waited many hours in this village for his 
arrival. 

We defired our interpreter to make our eompliments to one of them, 
and to enquire of him the true ftate of affairs at Aleppo and Scanderoon. 
The gentleman he fpoke to, was fo complaifant as to wait upon us imme- 
diately at our tenr. We entertained him in the cuftomary method of the 
country, with a whiff or two of tobacco from the Argile tube, and a difh 
of coffee without fugar. He confirmed the account we had before received 
of a malignant fever having raged at Aleppo, but added, that its effefts 
had not been very fatal. He told us, that conful Drummond was his tenant, 
and was very well, but he knew nothing of his intention of foon quitting 
this country for England ^ for from an intimaxion given by Mr. Drummond 
in a letter to Mr. Garden at Baghdad, wc had flattered ourfelves with 
the hope of having him for our fellow-traveller. The J’urkijh gentle- 
man faid farther, that there were fome Englijh fliips now at Scanderoon 
dking in their cargo, but when they intended to fail he could not take 
wpon him to fay. He knew nothing for certain in relation to the ftate of 
7 affairs. 
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affairs between tlie Englijh and French nations, but recolle(fied to have heard 
the chief Furkijh officer of the cuftoms lately declare, that there were great 
hopes of a peace being foon concluded between them, confequently Ihips 
would come to Akxandretta more frequently, and witli kfs interruption, 
than they had done of late. For better information, he rccommcntled us to 
the Kahier of the late Bajha, who came alfo into the camp tliis morning. 
Upon our afking him fome queftions relative to the robbers, he anl'wered 
without hefitation, that the road to Aleppo was tolerably fafe for travellers \ 
but afterwards, on our Aga holding a private converfation with him, and 
(as we fufpefl:) checking him for the favourable account he had given us, 
he prefently changed his note, and added, that it would by no means be 
advifeable for us to travel by ourfelves. 

Having advanced only 13 or 14 miles to-day, and ftill lefs ycfterday, we 
are quite wearied out, and have loft all patience. As an additional morti- 
fication, we now hear, that inftead of being permitted to proceed by our- 
felves after this night’s ftage, as promifed, we are to be detained till after 
the Bajha comes into camp to-morrow. Our liquors too are all drank up, fo 
that we are now reduced to drink the pure clement of our firft parents j a moft 
uncomfortable beverage to keep up the fpirits of worn-out travellers, and 
who for fo many years have been ufed to the more generous and exhilarating 
juice of claret and madeira. With refpedl to our food, we are in much the 
fame, if not a more uncomfortable fituation j fometimes we have nothing 
at all to eat, and if by chance we are favoured with a fupply from 
the Bajha' i kitchen, it is only of a little mutton juft killed, and fo indif- 
ferently dreffed, that we are fcarce able to fwaJlow a bit. However, all of 
us except MAntoJh, have recovered our long-loft appetites but this circum- 
ftance, which a few weeks frnce would have been efteemed a bleffing, is 
now become a real misfortune. As we have no other refource left but 
getting to the end of our journey as foon as polTiblc, we are all impatient 
to make the experiment, even at the expence of hazarding the Bajha\ dif- 
pleafure. Franeijeo, whom we had fent to the late Bajha's Kahier for in- 
telligence, brought us a confirmation of fome Englijh ffiips being ftill' at 
Scanderoon. 

At half paft leven in the evening, we were moft agreeably furprized with 
the following letter from Aleppo. 

Aleppo, Auguji, 1758. 

“Sir, 

“ THIS day, about an hour and half before noon, your letter of 
“ the 1 6th of JAy, from Niftbiu, was brought to- me. The cover of it was 
“ torn, but enough of it remained to fticw it was intended for me. I 
“ cannot pretend to fay that the receipt of it gave me pleafure. No, Sir, 
“ it gave me an excefs of pain j and I figured to myfelf a variety of ugly 
“ circumftances, which I flhall not give you the trouble to read. Now, 1 

“• cannot 
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175S. “ cannot but blefs God that you are fafe, and that I have a reafonable 

“ profped of feeing you at Aleppo, freed from a thoufand inconveniences, 
“ and as happy as I, and the other gentlemen here, can make you. 

“ I fhall not at prefent lofe a moment in telling you news •, only that 

“ our convoy, and three other men of war, arc in ihefe feas. I purpofe 

“ going in one of them, but when, is a queftion that cannot eafily be 
“ anfwercd ; becaufe the plague now rages at Smyrna, and no patent can 
“ be acquired till forty days after it (hall ceafe. In the mean time, be you 
“ pcrfcdly eafy. — 1 will think for you, in the beft way I can. — You ftall 
“ hear all I have to fay ; and may then purfue my beft thought, or a better 
“ of your own. 

“ Don’t let your brother-travellers fear. God ever love them ! 
“ they too fliall have lodgings, Csfc. (Ac . — I fliall thank you for your police- 

“ nels and goodnefs * towards me at Mcrdin, when I have the happinels 

“ to embrace you at this place. 

■“ The bearer of this goes the dirccfl road to Bir. Should he find you 
“ to-day or to-morrow, he may be font back with a note from you. I hope 
“ no accident can have detained you at Bir, or at any other place before 
“ you got there. Pleafe to give the meflenger fome Paras to purchafe bread, 
“ tor thefe people are afraid of carrying more money about them than is 
“ abfolutely neceflary. 

“ My family falute you and your good company; as for myfelf, you 
“ may be affured that 1 am, with great fincerity, 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ Your moft obedient, 

“ humble fervant, 

“ A. DRUMMOND.” 

“ P. S. The convoy is the Prefton of 50 guns. Captain Evans. The 
“ ramblers (whom God preferve !) are, 

“ The Monmouth, Capt. Hervey — — 64 guns. 

“ The Ambufeade, Capt. Gwynn — — 36 

“ I'he Lyme - Capt. Vernon — — 24 

“To Henry Doidge, Efq; 

“ I dont know where, 

“ but I hope near to 
“ Aleppo:' 

* Father Ange of Merdin intruded to Mr. Doidge’s care fome ancient medals which he had 
collected for the conful, and of which Mr. Doidze in his letter had informed him. 

The 




[ 367 ] 

The reading of the above letter gave us all frcfli fpirits ; we drank the 1758. 
writers health in water, which (as before obferved) was the only liquor we ^ 
were now mafters of, and afterwards threw ourfelvcs on our cots, but fuch 
was the joyous perturbation of our fpirits, that we could not take a mo- 
ment’s deep. 

At ten we fet off once more in our proper ftation, and travelled near AuguH 4. 
eight hours over an uncultivated country, though much lefs rugged than 
what we had lately met witli. At feven in the morning, we pitched our 
tents by the fide of a river, in a plain, near to an old Caravatiferah, Our 
courfe was from S. S. W. to W. S. W ; we travelled about three miles an 
hour, which has hitherto been our ufual progrefs in tolerable roads. In 
bad ones we do not get forwards above two. I judge upon the whole^ 
that from Merdin we have made two miles and an half by the hour ; from 
Baghdad to Merdin^ three. 

From hence we fent our jiga to the Kahier^ with our beft compli- 
ments and thanks to himfelf and Abdallah Bajha^ and likewife to know 
whether they approved of our proceeding to Aleppo by ourfelvcs after the 
next ttage. An anfwcr being brought us in the affirmative, Mr. Doidge 
thought it neceflary to acknowledge the receipt of the conful’s letter by the 
lame meffengcr who had brought it, giving him to underftand that we 
hoped to kils his hand at Aleppo to-morrow morning. In the evening 
we were cruelly mortified by a mefifage which the Kahier fent by the 
Aga^ importing, that fince i:ie morning he had held a confultation with the 
Bajha on the fubjeft of our parting with him to-morrow ; that the Bnjha 
would by no means confent to it, but infifted on our accompanying him 
quite to Aleppo^ which, he faid, would be doing a mutual honour both to 
himfelf and us. As the whole tenor of this meflage was contradictory to 
the promife wt had received in the morning, we did not fail to remonftrare 
againlf it, but to no m.mner of purpofe. The Kahier fenr us word, that 
he was Ibrry for our difappointment, yet fuch was the will of the BaJljUy 
and v/hat reply could poffibly be made to it ? Adding however, that the 
confent given us in the morning had been without ihc Bajha"* s knowledge; 
that he (the Kahier) had taken upon himfelf to give it, not doubting of 
his mafter’s acquiefcence, and knowing that upon every account it would be 
nioft acceptable to us, whom he wiftied to oblige. Thele were foothing 
words, but by no means fufficient to ftifle our difeontenr, or to reconcile 
us to this abominable aft of "h'urkijh defpotifm. We determined therefore- 
to leave the Bafija at all events, being now fully convinced that his lole 
motive for detaining us, was the foolifia pafiion of having us in bis train 
when he enters the city oi Aleppo, 

At half part ten we decamped again, and moved off in our ufual order, 
pafling by a few inhabited villages, and others that were quite in ruins. At 
fix in the morning we got to the fpot where the Bapja intended to encamp, 

7 but 
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1758. but from whence we were determined to make the beft of our way. As 

-“V— ' the great man was dill in the rear, we had time to place ourfelves in the 
very track he was obliged to take. Accordingly at nine, he came by in 
his ‘Takht Revan with great pomp and (late ; we ((landing in a row) faluted 
him, and exprefTcd by ligns a defire of (peaking to him. He faw us, and 
made a motion with his hand for us to come nearer to him. He then made 
a full flop, and we advanced, having before conjured our interpreter Fran- 
eifeo to take courage, and not be afraid of repeating the whole of what 
we (hould bid him (ay to the Bajha ; we gently hinted the fame falutary 
caution to our Aga ; but alas ! our good advice with both of them was all 
in vain. The lad turned as pale as death, and reverently kilTcd the great 
man’s (leeve : and as for the poor, affrighted, trembling Francifeo, he had 
not the lead power of utterance, but dood fliivering with apprehenfion, 
and contented liimfclf with touching the hem of thcTakht Revan's covering? 
and licking the dud from oft' his fingers. The Bajha eafily guefling at the 
purport of our intended petition, told us with an air too haughty to be 
pleaiing, “ we mud day, and that we had but one day more before we 
fhould arrive with him at Aleppo.” In anfwcr, we intended to have fet 
before him the feveral reafons we had for going forwards, fuch as the 
want of health, necelTaries, and time, befides the promife we had made 
our conful of feeing him to-day ; but unfortunately, our interpreter (who 
had not yet gotten the better of his fears fo far as to deliver our fentiments 
properly) made ufe of this plea of our appointment with Mr. Drummond, 
fird, which we had defigned fliould come in order lad. Upon wliich, the 
great man probably conceiving his dignity to be hurt, replied with a Furkijh 
monofyllable, tantamount to our Englijh word, “ Pfltawi” adding, “ What 
fignifies your engagement with the conful ? Let that remain with me.” — 
We attempted to urge many things in reply, but ’twas all in vain : tins 
Beglerbeg, this Lord of Lords, ordered his people to march on, and left us 
to diged his final refolve as we could. 

The abrupt departure and lofty deportment of the Bafloa upon this occa- 
fion, chagrined us not a little, and indeed piqued our pride id much, that 
with the fame hade as he had made from us, we ran towards our horfes, 
mounted, and in an indant got into the high road for Aleppo, leaving our 
Aga, all our country-fervants, Takht Revans, and baggage behind us. Our 
worthy Aga (who dared not to accompany us but at the ri(k of lofing his 
licad) made ule of many intreaties to prevail upon us to day another day, 
concluding with that which to ingenuous minds is the mod powerful of all, 
“ riiat he (liould efteem it as the highed favour done to himfelf.” We 
adured him in general, that we fhould be always more ready to oblige 
him, than even the Bapa himfelf, as our obligations to him were confefl’edly 
greater ; but upon the prefent occalion it was morally impolTible for 
us to do it, and therefore we delired to be cxcufed, though at any 
other time, we (hould look upon his delires, as luving the force of com- 
mands. 

Immediately 
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Immediately after this, we rode off at a round trot, difcourfing with ^75** 

each other on what might be the event. The perfuafions of our Aga 
had indeed already wrought fo powerfully with iome of the party, that 
they began to have their doubts refpecling the propriety of their behaviour 
towards the Bajha \ but now, as the die was catt, it was impoffible for us 
to recede. 

# 

We had not gone on above half an hour, before we efpied two horfemen 
riding full fpeed after us from the Bajhd*s camp : one of them made figns 
for us to ftop, to which we paid no kind of attention, till he drew nearer, 
and we difeovered him to be our own trnfty Aga ; the other, proved 
to be our fervant Vertan. At their coming up, the Aga told us, that as; 
foon as we rode off, he waited upon the Bafha^ and related to him the 
particulars of our flight ; upon which he faid, “ If that be the cafe, do 
you immediately follow them, with all their fervants, baggage, and a 
company of foldiers to proteft them.” Thefe joined us foon after, and we 
went forwards with a part of the foldiers, leaving the others behind to take 
care of our baggage and Takht Revans^ in one of which Alexander NAIntoJh 
was obliged to be carried, being ftill extremely weak. In a few minutes 
after this, the gentlemen and troops from Aleppo^ who had now taken their 
leave of the BaJIoa^ and were returning to that city to be in readinefs to re- 
ceive him in a proper manner to-morrow, came up with, and foon went a 
head of us. This Angle circumftance proved that Abdallah Bajha^% motive 
for keeping us with him, was really what has been already 1‘uggefted : if 
he had not been afluated more by the vanity of having us in the number 
of his retinue on making his public entrance into Aleppo^ than by any real 
concern he had for our fafety, he certainly would have direfted us to keep 
company with thei'e gentlemen and their body of troops, under whofe pro- 
teftion we could not have failed of travelling in perfedl fecurity. 

Our road towards Aleppo was very rough and bad; we palled by many a Arirf® 
high hill with a hard, chalky bottom. Our courfe upon the whole lay 
W. S. W. At noon we came abreaft of a village, whofe houfes were of a 
conic form, and built of mud. Soon after, we paffed by fome gardens. 

} rom one to near four o’clock, we fkirted a very pleafant valley full of 
fruit-trees and legumens, which continued quite up to tlie city of AleppOy 
where we arrived at four, very hot and fatigued, having rode all night 
and the greateft part of the day. We have been cxadtly feven weeks in our 
journey from Baghdad^ which is diftant ivom Aleppo^ by the moft exaft com- 
putation, in our route, 6g8 miles. 


t-c 
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CHAP. VH. 


Occurrences in Aleppo. — Journey to Shoger and Latichea. — Occuirences at^ and 
defcription of Latichea. — Mojl of the party fet off for the ijland of Cyprus. — 
The author follows them, and arrives at Larnica. — Occurrences and obferva- 
tions in Cyprus. — Arrival of four other gentlemen from India. — Their depar- 
ture, with the author, from Cyprus, and arrival at Leghorn.. 


1Y Drummond received us with the greateft hofpitality and politenefi. 

*75^ i.VA we had refrcfhed ourfclves with wines, punch, and excellent 

beef-iteaks, to all which we had long been llrangers, we betook ourfclves 
to a comfortable clean bed, where we enjoyed that fweet repofe, which only 
the tired, the worn-out traveller like ourfclves can ever truly experience. 
In the evening we were vifited by moft of the gentlemen of the Englifh fac- 
tory -, who kindly difpofed of us among their feveral families. Mr. Doidge 
and I, with our three fervants, Jenkins, M’IntoJh, and Toney, were lodged 
at the conful’s houfe ; Mr. Dye at Mr. Free's ■, Mr. Alms at Mr. Bridger'^ 
and Mr. Bigot at Mr. Landfdown'i. 


Sunday. 
Auguil 6. 


This morning, the remaining part of the gentlemen of our faftory were 
fo obliging as to vifit us. We alfo were favoured with the company of two 
Capuchin French fathers, a Carmelite, and fevei;;I Jew merchants. The fac- 
tory confifts of the following gentlemen : 


Alexander Drummond, Efqj 
Mr. Kirkhoufe • — 

Mr. Smith — 

MelT. Free — 

Landfdown — 

Bridger — 

Shaw — — • 

Vernon — 

Maffick — 

Hays — — 

Ratcliffe — 

Booth 

The Reverend Mr. Holloway 
Dr. Patrick Ruffell, — 

3 


Conful. 

Chancellor. 

Treafurer. 

1 


> Merchants. 


Chaplain. 

Phyfician and Surgeon. 

We 
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We were aflced, if we were agreeable to pay our compliments to the i75^* 
French, Dutch, and Venetian confuls, for before we had gone through this 
ceremony, we were not to expert being vifited by any of the private gen- 
tlemen of thofe nations ; but after waiting upon their confuls, we might 
then depend upon every one of thefe foreigners coming to pay their re- 
fperts to us. As we found this point to be a matter of the utmoft indif- 
ference to Mr. Drummond, we chofe to decline the increafing of our ac- 
quaintance, fo tliat our converfation and vifiting were confined to the 
fmall, but agreeable circle of our own countrymen. And this very cir- 
cumftance, confidering the great fatigues we had fo lately undergone, was 
not without its advantages for hereby we had an opportunity of being 
more at our eafe, and of devoting the fiiort time we were to continue here 
to our own concerns, which otherwife would have been almoft entirely 
taken up in receiving or paying ceremonious vifits. 

Mr. Holloway was too ill to officiate to-day, in the public fervice of 
the church. At noon, Abdallah Bafia made his public entrance into the 
city. 

Yefterday and to-day, our whole time was taken up in fettling ac- Auguft 8. 
counts, and paying off our Mocha and Aakbt revan-gee, with whom we had 
much trouble, and clamorous difpute. Mr. Baron our countryman a gen- 
tleman of great fagacity, and Mr. Edee our nation’s firft Dragoman or in- 
terpreter, took much pains to prevent our being impofed upon •, but in 
fpite of all their endeavours, thefe rafcals will be paid more than they have 
a right to demand ; to get any redrefs from government muft be attended 
with great expence and lofs of time, therefore the remedy would be worfe 
than the difeafe. Wo refolved to leave the fettling of thefe matters to 
the diferetion of Mr. Baron, and the Dragoman, who is a man of fenfe, 
genteel in his deportment, and we are told, of a very confiderable for- 
tune, which is made in fome meafure fecure to him by his connertion with 
the Englip nation. 

Our party are now all recovering ; we have better fpirits, and tolerable Auguft g. 
good appetites. MelT. Doidge and Bigot, with myfelf, returned all our vifits. 

Mr. Kirkboufe was fo obliging as to go with us. 

We learned from Mr. Edee, that the Bajha had enquired after us, and 
told him of our great hurry to get from him, as well as of his own re- 
lolution to detain us, affigning no other motive for his condurt but the 
great anxiety he was under for our fafety. As Mr. Edee is quite the 
polite, well-bred man, doubtlefs he made the Bajha a great many more 
compliments on our part, than we ever defired he fhould -, fincc to this 
moment we cannot but be of opinion, that he ought to have granted 
us an efcort many days before he did j by which we fhould fo much 
the fooner have been freed from our extraordinary hardihips and fatigues. 

B b b 2 In 
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*758« In that cafe too, we (hould have thought ourfelves more highly obliged 

poflible for us now, even on the moft difpaffionate re- 

trofpeftion. 

Auguft 10. This day the Kabiervjz^ fo obliging as to make the kindeft enquiries after 
our welfare. We believe him to be a very valuable man, and to have been 
much difpofed to have facilitated our journey, had it been in his power. 

Auguft II. The city of Aleppo has been very fickly for fome months pad. The ma- 
lignant fever dill continues here, but its mortality is greatly abated. They 
do not bury now more than 200 a day, whereas till very lately they lod at 
lead double that number. The natives for fome time pad have been under 
continual apprehenfion of the Europeans (hutting themfelves up in their 
houfes, which dep it feems is always deemed an indifputable fign of the 
plague prevailing here. This dreadful calamity has ufually vifited the 
citizens of Aleppo^ once in 12 or 13 years. As far as I can find, there is 
but little difference between the prefent malignant fever, and what is com- 
monly called the plague j the fooner therefore we get from hence, the 
better 


Auguft 12. Mr. Doidge is much out of order * ** , his appetite falls off, and he fweats 
profufely : I ordered him an emetic. I found myfelf not fo well to*day, as 
of late \ my legs fail me, with a general and great laffitude. 

Aagull 13. I was taken this morning with a Diarrhoea^ lofs of appetite, &c. — Mr. 

Doidge is much in the fame date as yederday ; he takes tincture of bark, 

* “This unhappy country for fix years part has been in a very rerrible fituation, afflified du- 

** ring the greateft part of that time with many of the Almighty's feveieil Icourges. Its trou- 
blcs were uihered in by a very fharp winter in I7*;6'7, which deifroyed almolt all the fruits 
“ of the earth. The cold was fo very intcufe, that the mercury ot Fahrenheit^ thermometer, 
cxpofcd a few minutes to the open air, funk entirely into the ball of the tube. Millions 
“ of olive trees, that had wiihftood the feverity of fifty winters, were blahed in this, and 
thoufands of fouls perilhed merely through cold. The failure of the crop the fucceeding 
“ harvefl occafioncd an univerfal fcarcity, which in this country of indoienct and oppreliion, 
(where provifion is only made from hand to mouth, and where, literally l])eakiiig, no m^n 
“ is fure of reaping what he has fown) foon introduced a famine, with all its attendant mi- 
“ feries. 'I'he fhneking accounts related to me on this fubjeCt, would appear fabulous, were 
** they not confirmed by numberlcfs eye-witnefles, both Europeans and natives. In many 
“ places the inhabitants were driven to fuch extremities, that women were known to eat their 
“ own children, as foon as they expired in their arms, for want of nouriflimcnt. — Numbers 
“ of perfons from the mountains and villages adjacent came daily to Aleppo, to offer their 
“ wives and children to fale for a few dollars, to procure a temporary fubliftence for them- 
“ feives : and hourly might be fetn in our flrects, dogs and human creatures fcratching to- 
“ gethei on the fame dunghill, and quarrelling for a bone or piece of carrion, to allay their 
“ hunger. A peflilence followed clofe to the heels of the famine, which lalled the greateft 
** part of 1758, and is fuppofed to have fwept away 50 or 60 thoufand fouls in this city and 
** its environs. — I blefs God, I was not a fpedator of this complicated feene of mifery : the 
<« very defeription of it niuft dillrefs a companion ate difpofition ^ the fight of it muft have 
« made an impreflion on an heart of flint.'* Philo/, Tranja^lons, 1763, 

For a defeription of Aleppo, and its difeafes, fee Dodtor RuJfeWi treatife. 


with 
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witli elixir of vitriol. Mr. HrJIoway, the chaplain of the faflory, was fofar 1758. 
recovered of his late indilporitioii, as to be able to perform divine lervicc t 
to-day ; we all with much gratitude and devotion offered up our thanks to 
God for our fafe arrival here, after lb long, painful, and dangerous a 
journey. 

We put into the conful’s hands, foine fittle prefenrs, intended for the Monday,, 
good fathers at Dicirbelh\ as a Imall teftimony of our gratitude for the kind Auguit 14*- 
offices they did us in our diflrefs. We alio left with the fame gentleman^ 
our beft compliments and thanks to every one of our other friends upon 
the road, dcliring our countrymen to behave kincily to them tor our fakes, 
fhould they have opportunity. To-day likewile, but with great reluc- 
tance, we fent a prclenc of a gold watch to Abdallah BaP^a, This, or 
fomerhing of equal value., had been demanded of our Dragoman by his 
minifter. We for fome time determined not to give it ^ but applying 
to Mr. Drummond for his advice, he told us, that as it had been de- 
manded, we could not, confident with the intcreft of future travellers, do 
otlie. wife thai'i lend it. Abdallah therefore had the watch, and we (in our 
opinion : a full dilenarge of cverv obligation we owed him for all thofe 
high marks of refped, favour, and proted.on, which he pretended he had 
conferred upon us. 'I'he Kahter and under fervants had alfo prefents from 
us, but with this difference, that what we parted with to them, was with 
the greatell alacrity. 

As the idand of Cyprus feemed to be the moft proper place for us to get 
a paffage down the Strei^hts^ we relolved to proceed thither : and as Mr. 

Barone affairs call him to Lalichea^ we fliall fet out with him this 
evening for that city *, it being the neared port for taking boat for 
Cyprus, I was dill lb much out of order, that nothing but the earned 
delire of getting one dep farther towards my native country, could po(- 
fibiy induce me to leave this place. But the Amor Patri^P gets the 
better of every other confideration. Mr. Doid^e this afternoon addreffed tw^o 
letters to Meff. Shaw and Garden,, complaining bitterly of the treacherous 
behaviour of Cojee Raphael 

The lad perfon we took leave of at Aleppo,, was our very worthy and 
faithful Aga ; to whom, bcfides the 500 piadres we promifed him, we 
gave fuch additional prefents as would have made him perfeftly happy, 
had he not been apprehenfive of being robbed of them when he re- 
turned back to Baghdad, by the very Kahier who engaged him in our fervice. 

It is a maxim of Purkijh policy, tliat their great men having purchafed 
their offices at an immenie expence, lhall be allowed to lick themfelves 
whole, by plundering the effeds of thofe who live under them ; and hereby 
the great end of their empire is mod effebtually lerved, which is, to break 
the fpirits of the generality of the people by heavy exadions, and 10 ^ 

accuftom' 
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'‘ 75 ^- accuftom them to bear all manner of injuftice and oppreflion with a perfedt 
\..r— fubjniflion. 

At half paft four in the afternoon we all mounted on horfeback, and 
left the city of Aleppo for the firll hour and half we were accompanied 
by the conful, and almoft all the other gentlemen of the Englijh faftory, 
whofe horfes and furniture made a gay appearance. We then halted at a 
well of good water, where we drank a parting glafs in wine or punch, ex- 
changed a mutual huzza^ and then pronounced Vale^ farewell not with- 
out the lively hope of meeting again at fome future period in our native 
country. 

Caktaman. We kept on a S. S. W. courfe, and at half paft eight, pitched our tent 
by the fide of a river very near to a Kaun, and not far from a village 
called Cantaman. Poor Mr. Holloway made it a point to accompany us thus 
far, though he now is, and has been in an ill ftate of health for the laft 
two years. We moft fincerely wifli him a perfect recovery j for nobody 
can help tfteeming fo worthy, fenfible, and pious a man. 

At five in the morning we again mounted our horfes, and after having taken 
an affedionate leave of Mr. Holloway^ we purfued a W. S. W. S. W. and 
S. S. W, courfe, for eight hours, over a ftony road : we then got to a vil- 
lage named heniJJj, feated on a hill. In our way hither, we left feveral 
other fmall places, both on our right and left. Tlie two laft hours pafled 
away very unhappily, efpecially with myfelf, my man Alexander, and my 
poor grey horfe, which was one of the two, Baron Kniphaufen bad prefented 
us with at Karec. The mafter was ready to fink under a very excruciating 
pain in his fide, the fervant complained of being worfe in his bowels, and 
the poor horfe was feized in fo violent a manner as to fall down in the road ; 
his agonies were fuch, that at one time we determined, out of compaftion, 
and from a perfuafion that he never could get up again, to fhoot him ; 
after however he had lain about an hour, he lb far recovered as to be able 
to get flowly to this place. The pain in my fide continued fo bad, that 
Mr. Bigot drew fome blood from my arm, fomented the part affebted with 
hot water, and rubbed in fome mercurial ointment. In the evening, I took 
a mercurial pill, with opium, and diluted freely. 

Augull i6. I find myfelf better this morning, but not fo well as to proceed in 
my journey. My cafe is bilious, for every copious difeharge of the in- 
teftinal tube gives me immediate relief in the hepatic duds, and lobes of 
the liver. Alexander, and the other faithful companion of my travels, my 
grey horfe, are alfo better, 

Augu.1 17. This morning I was prevailed upon to offer my medical advice for the 
relief of a fick youth, the fon of the T urk whofe roof we arc under ; but 
at noon, was told by the father, with the moft perfed compofure, that “ His 

fon 


Auguft 15. 


Bf NISH 
Village. 
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fin is gone to Paradife.''* Ab^t four o*<^lock in the afternoon, n 1755^. 
traveller entered the village, who, a few hours before, had been robbed by 
two armed fellows of 160 piaftres. 

At half paft five we fet off from Benijh^ and travelled four hours and 
half through an extenfive grove of dead olive-trees, which had been killed 
by the feverity of the winter in the year 1756. This plantation brought 
us near to the large village of Eadlip^ whofe environs are fertile in corn EADior. 
and tobacco. Here are alfo plantations of mulberry-trees, preferved for 
the Silk-worm. By twelve at night, we had paffed by a high hill or moun- 
tain, and entered upon a large plain, called Roudge^ where is a well of 
water, and from v/hence we dilcovered feveral fires at a difiance, which 
our fervants told ns belonged to forne encampments of Arahs^ though they 
appeared to be nothing more than the burning of ftubble or weeds. We 
fhould have been glad to have tarried longer here, but our country attend- 
ants grew uneafy, knowing it to be the molt dangerous fpot, and the moft 
infefted by robbers of any in the whole way between Aleppo and Latichea. 

We therefore armed ourfelves, and proceeded in a more regular order 
than we had done before. 

At two in the morning we had gotten over the plain, and reached 
a watch-houfe, placed on the fide of a rock to our right. Here a party 
of foldiers is always ftationed, intended to protect travellers paffing 
this way, who upon this account, are obliged to pay a toll. It was 
at firft demanded of us for every man and beatt-, but upon their 
being told that we were Englijlmcn^ we were I'alTered to pals on, making a 
prelciit of but one Sequin to the commanding officer. At half pad four 
we got to the village Shoger^ greatly fttigued with a journey of eleven hours, Shocer. 
in which we took many different couifes. S. one hour-, S. W. three j 
S. S. W. two and a quarter; W. and W. N. W. and N. N. W. four and three 
quarters. We put up at a Caravanferah^ not chufing to be at the ex- 
pence of making prefent.s, which mull have been the cafe, J)ad we taken* 
an apartment in die governor’s palace. 

Shoger is by no means an inconfiderable place. It has a governor, a 
man of feme confequence, who is not appointed by the Grand Seignior^ but 
by a private lord ; the revenues of the village, and the country near it, 
being by the imperial bounty, the property of a Plzier family. Here are 
fbme Mofques with Minaret Sy all feated on a hill. 

Juft before we arrived at this village, we paffed over the river Orontes^ Orontes rivet, 
by a ftone bridge of ie ven or eight arches. The bridge is the largeft we had 
croffed for feme time ; for though the river is in general not very wide, 
yet at this place it occupies a large fpace, owing to a confiderable 
ifland in the midit of it, which occalions the water to fpread and become 
quite (hallow. The bridge is about forty yards over; but a little below, 
the Orontes is not more than twenty yards broad. From the accouiits given 
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1758. by ancient writers, I had fancied the Orontes to be a much larger river, 
than what we found it to be. Ovid mentions it with the moft confider- 
able rivers in the then known world. 

“ Arfit et Euphrates Babylonius, arfit Orontes^ 

Thermodonque citus, Gangefque, & Phafis, & Iftcr. 

‘‘ Nilus in extremum fugit perterritus Orbem, 

‘‘ Occuluitque caput, quod adhuc latet. Oftia feptem 
“ Pulverulenta vacant feptem fine flumine valles. 

‘‘ Fors cadem Ifmarios Hcbrum cum Strymone ficcat, 

Hefperiofque amnes, Rhenum, Rhodanumque, Padumquc 
Cuique fuit rerum promifla potcntia, Tybrin.’’ 

Met. lib. il. 


The Orontes abounds in a variety of excellent filh. We had a defirc 
to get fome eels, but were difappointed, although they are fometimes very 
plenty here. 

Incpzeek At fix in the evening we left Shoger for Ingczeek^ a village chiefly inhabited 
village. by Creek Chrijlians^ where we arrived at halt palt feven, after having croflTcd 
a very large and high mountain. Our courfe was W. N. W. and W. S. W. 
This evening we had a view of mount Caftus\ which is laid to be fo high, 
that on the top of it one may fee day in the eaft, and night in the weft at 
the fame time. According to FUny-, the mount is four miles high in a 
perpendicular line. Lucan fpeaks of a mount Cqfius near Egypt. 

‘‘ Lucifer a Cafia profpexit rupe, diemque 
“ Mific in Aigyptum prirrib quoque foie calentem. 

Lucan], Civ. Belli, lib. x. 

During onr ftay at Ingezeek we made ufe of the Chriftian Papons houfe, 
where we found every thing extremely mean. Fortunately for us, our 
conful at Latichea^ to whom Mr. Baron had written a letter from Benijh^ 
had fent hither a lupply of wine and provifion for us. 

Augufl 19. We left Ingezeek about fix this morning, and travelled over fuch high 
mountains, that if we had occafion to write a letter from hence, we might 
with great propriety have dated from the clouds^ which were flying much 
below as well as above us. Thefc mountains have a great plenty of trees 
and flirubs growing on them. The fir, live-oak, crab-apple, and pear, 
are among the trees, and the myrtle among the fhrubs. — We found the 
air here very fl:iarp, and fometimes damp. At eleven we relied near a 
watch-houfc, and continued there till four in the afternoon. We were 
flickered by a fine grove of fycamores, and a pleafant ftream of water ran 
by our fide. From four iili half paft five, we went on through pleafant 
vales interfered by rivulets, whofe banks wer^ blooming with the oleander 
and other flowers, and ftiaded at the fame time with mulberry-trees. 

3 


Hence 
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Hence we had the pleafure to fee on the top of a hill juft before us, Mr. 175S. 
’Beaumejler the Britijh conful of Latichea, who, with Mr. Jafpcr Cruter the < — "d-w 
Dragoman^ and his brother a doftorof phyfic, were come thus far to meet us. 

AVe foon joined their company, and from the hill we were raviihed with the 
tranfporting view of the Mediterranean fca. It is impoflible to exprefs the 
joy which this delightful profpcift gave us, and how eagerly we fcafted our- 
felvcs on a fight which we had fo long and fo paflionately fighed after. We 
'began now to think that all our difficulties were at an end, and the time not 
far off when we ftiould be landed on that happy, native fhore, where all 
our hopes and wiflies centered. We continued to advance with our new 
•companions till feven o’clock, having upon the whole of this ftage, made 
a W. S. W. courfe ; and then difmounted, and betook ourfelves to an 
handfome tent, which the conful had ordered to be pitched the day before, 
purpofely for our reception, near the village of Balearea. Here we found Balearev 
plenty of provifion, but my indifpolition would not permit me to taftc 
of it. 

We got on horfeback before fix in the niorning, travelled till nine, Auguft 20. 
W. by S. through a moft agreeable country, abounding in Indian corn, 
and plantations of olive and mulberry-trees. We met with a fmall river 
alfo in our way, and feveral runs of water. The ground was quite covered 
with myrtle and oleander bulhes, in full bloom. We alighted at the 
conful’s country houfe, which is feated on a hill near the village Befnada, Bisnada. 
about two miles from Latichea^ and the fame diftance from the fea. From 
this fpot you have a moft delightful profpeft of the town, and of mount Li- , 
banus, and of the Mediterranean. The ifland of Cyprus bears from this houfe 
about S. W. and is diftant twenty leagues. 

The conful’s country houfe at Befnada, was ftored with every kind of Augull 23. 
refreftiment, and we flattered ourfelves that notwithftanding our long and 
fatiguing journey *, we Ihould all be fpeedily reftored to our former health 

• A table of the diftance between each of the capital cities and towns in our route from 
BaJJhra to Laticbea, 


Bejfora — 

to 


Coma >» 

75 Mile.8. 

Coma — 

to 


Cota — 

91 

Cota •— 

vtO 


Denvana — 

— 2 U 

Denvana — 

to 

— 

Hilla — 

— - 62 

Eilla 

to 

— 

Baghdad — 

50 

Baghdad — 

to 

— 

Kircoote — 

167 

Kircoote — 

to 

— 

Ar^ela — 

54 

Ar'vela — 

to 

— 

Moful 

49 

Moful 

10 


mjibin — 

10.^ 

Eifihin — - 

to 


Arin — 
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Arin •— 

to 

— 

Diarbekir •— 

58 

Diarbcktr — 

to 


Bir 

147 

Bir 

to 


Aleppo — 

94 

Aleppo m—mm 

to 

— 

Laticbea — 

— 102 


Total of Miles 
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1289 
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i7s 5. and vigour j but though we have now been here three days, to our great 
mortification, Mr. Doidge, Mr. Pye, and myfelf, ftill find ourfclvcs cxcecd- 
ingly out of order. Our whole party however, except Mr. Piget and 
felf, made a fliift to get to Latichea yefterday with the conful. They 
learnt there, that his majefty’s (hip the Amhufcade Captain Gwyn, is now at 
Cyprus^ to which ifland he has lately carried a fmall French prize. 

Augull 24. Mr. Doidge and I, in confequence of the above intelligence, wrote each 
of us a letter to Captain Gwyn at Cyprus ; likewife two others addrefTed 
to the fame officer at Scanderoon, on a fuppofition that the Amhuf- 
cade might poffibly have left Cyprus for this laft place. Mr. Doidge wrote 
alfo to Captain Evans of the Prefton at Scanderoon. Thcfe letters related, 
to our future proceedings, and Mr. Doidge'i were direfted on “ his Majefty’s- 
fervice.” 


Attguftzy. This evening our good friend Mr. Baron left us in his way back to 
Aleppo-, he will foon proceed to Scanderoon to fucceed Mr, Brown as conful, 
the latter being appointed fucceffor to Mr. Drummond at Aleppo, when he 
fhall return for England. 

Monday, Mr. Pye was feized yefterday afternoon with troublefome blotches all 
Auguft 28. over his body, and an univerfal itching of the fkin. Laft night he 
fainted, but recovered again upon being carried into the open air. This 
morning he took an emetic, but has not been well all day. His (kin is 
inflamed and fwoln, and his pulfe naturally loft, now labours greatly. At 
night he took the third part of a paper of Dr. James'% powder : this 
Auguft 29. morning we found him almoft perftdly recovered. 


An account is juft come from Scanderoon, that Captain Turner, commander 
of one of our Turky (hips there, is ill ; and that a malignant diforder pre- 
vails among the crew, which has already carried off his furgeon, and five 
private men. I find myfelf rather better to-day, my bowels are ftill in a 
weak ftate. I bathed this evening in the fea, hoping thereby to brace up 
my relaxed conftitution. 


September I. The boat we had difpatched with our letters Xo Cyprus, returned this 
morning with an account, that Captain Gwyn failed from thence laft Wednef- 
day fc’nnighr, to the weftward. He is fuppofed to be gone to the Eng- 
lijh fleet for fait provifions, and to clean, and get frelh orders. The realon 
he gave for taking this flep, was, the little probability of the T urky traders 
being foon ready to fail under his convoy, becaufe of the plague ftill raging 
with great violence at Smyrna. A letter from Scanderoon, in anfwer to 
Mr. Doidge's, addrelTed to Captain Evans, fays, “ We know not where 
Captain Evans is, and have not had the leaft intelligence of late from 
SmyrnaP Mr. Turner, who is ftationed at Cyprus, recommends our 
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going immediately to that ifland, and from thence taking our paflage 1758* 
to Alexandria, from which port, he fays, Ihips are frequently going to * 

Leghorn. We are defirous of firft having fome certain account of the 
Lrefton, Captain Evans, who probably may ftill continue in thefe fcas 
Co take under his convoy a part of the Lurky trade : yet we are appre- 
henfive alfo of his tarrying here too long for our purpofe, by being obliged 
to wait for the fhips now lying at Smyrna ; and ftiould that be the cafe, it 
is very poflible that he will not arrive in England before the fpring, fince 
the merchant fhips cannot begin to take in their cargoes till the plague 
has ceafed forty days, and when that will be, God only knows ! 

Mr. Doidge has been treating with the mafter of a Ragufan veflel to carry September z. 
us to Malta, where, we have not the leaft doubt, but we fhall meet with 
fome of our own men of war belonging to the grand fleet. They could 
not however agree about the price. The Ragufan at firfl demanded 2500 
piaftres, but afterwards came down to 2000 i Mr. Doidge would only give 
him \ 500, fo they parted. 

My fellow-travellers Meffrs Doidge and Pye, being beyond meafure anxi- September j. 
ous to arrive in England, on account of the difpatches with which the 
former is charged to the miniftry, admiralty, and the Eajt India company, 
and alfo to fettle our deceafed friend Admiral affairs, they therefore 

(with my full confent) refolved to-day to proceed to Malta in the Ragufan 
velfel, hoping by this means to get tc the commanding officer of our fleet, 
who probably might thir k it expedient to difpatcli a frigate with them to 
England. Lieutenant Alms too, whofe expeftation of preferment prelfed 
him to get home as foon as poffible, and Mr. Pigot, who wifhes to pur- 
fue his ftudies fome months next winter in London, determined to accom- 
pany them. 

Having with pain reflefted on my unhappy ftate of health, and the many 
inconveniences that muft inevitably arife from fo many fickly people being 
crowded together in the cabbin of a velfel of only 1 50 tuns burthen, I 
refolved to tarry behind in this place, till my health lhall be better efta- 
blilhed ; or till the Prejion with the Turky trade fhall fail for England, or 
a better and more commodious opportunity offers than atprefent. 

About feven this evening, my dear friends took a moft affedting leave Monday, 
of me, and foon after left Befnada for Latichea. At eleven they embarked September 4. 
in the Ragufan veffel, and immediately fet fail, taking with them Benjamin 
'Jenkins, and Toney the black boy. They are to give 1800 piaftres for this 
paffage to Malta -, but fliould they on their arrival at that ifland, get cer- 
tain intelligence of our fleet being only 20 or 30 leagues to the weftward, 
then the mafter on his being applied to, is to put them on board the admiral’s 
Ihip, and be paid 200 additional piaftres. 


This 
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1758. 

September 5. 


This day arrived here in the conful’s boat from Cyprus, Mr. Prejfon, m 
young gentleman late from Leghorn and England, in his way to Aleppo v, 
where he is going to refide as a merchant^ in the houfe of Mr, Free. 


Sep’ember 8. I wrote another letter to Captain Evans of the Prejlon, and fent it tO' 
Scanderoon : I fent alfo duplicates of the fame to Cyprus, to beg the favour 
of a paflage in his Ihip. Conful Beaumejler difpatched a Mefs or packet 
for Aleppo this afternoon ; I embraced the opportunity of writing to Meffrs 
Drummond and Baron, and fent by the fame mcflenger a parcel which Mr.. 
Doidge had left for Mr. Shaw at Bajfora, 


Monday, 
Septemb. 1 1 . 


We received advice from Aleppo, that the plague ftill rages at Conjlanti^ 
nople, but had ceafed at Smyrna the 5th of laft month: the 14th inllant 
therefore will be the fortieth day from its ceflation ; the fliips at this lad 
place, we prefume, will then, according to cuftom, begin to take in their 
lading. This advice, which comes from one of our merchants at Aleppo,. 
farther tells us, that the Prejlon, with the fhips under lier convoy, will noc 
be able to lail from Smyrna till the 1 ft of OSober, 


Septemb. 12. I thank God I am much better to-day. My pains are gone, and the flux: 

greatly leffened, For the firft time I now drank a glafs of tar-water, and 
rode with the conful to Laticbea.. 


Septemb. 13. j continue to drink tar-water, and have received’ great benefit from in. 

I rode again to the town with the conful, Mr, Prejlon, and Mr. Jafper Cruter. 
This laft gentleman was fo obliging as to fliew Mr. Prejlon and me, the 
marine-yard, and the mole or fmall harbour, wherein were 12 French 
_ fhips, from 150 to 200 tuns burthen, whofe employ is to carry Furktjh goods, 
and Jew paffengers from port to port : they are called Caravanferahsi 
We afterwards vifited the remains of two triumphal arches^ which are fo 
fully deferibed in Mr. Drummond’s book of travels, that it would jultly be 
deemed impertinent in rre to fay any thing of them. We then paid a vifit 
to Mr. Clinkey, who ads here as vice-conlul for the Dutch and Germans. In 
our way to this gentleman’s houfe, we pafled through feveral ftreets, in 
w'hich are colonnades (mentioned alfo by Mr, Drummond) and Bazars, or 
market-places, kept in good order. 

Z.ATICHEA. Laticbea is a pretty large town, built of good ftone got from the fta- 
fhore. It has fix or feven Mofques with Minarets, and the lioufes are better 
built than the ones are in general. The governor is appointed by 

the Bajhaoi Tripoli: He is abfolute in his power, of which he has given 
a moft convincing proof fince our arrival at Befnada, having ordered three 
criminals to be impaled, for a robbery on the highway. This punifliment 
was inflided immediately upon their being taken, without waiting for the 
tedious form of a trial. 


3 


My 
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My .health continues to mend. — This evening the whole family took a 1758. 
pide to the conful’s new plantation of mulberry and cotton trees, three ' — v — j 
miles to the northward of Befnada.,, and mount Caftus appeared to be about- Sepcemb. 14. 
20 miles diftant from it. 

To the N. E. of Laticbea, for fome miles, all the rocks near the fea 
fliew the remains of ancient workmanlhip. Large excavations are to be 
feen in many of them, which Mr. Drummond very properly fuppofes to have 
been chiefly Catacombs or tombs for the dead, though fome of tliem appeared 
to me, to have been rather grottos for the living. The conful and his 
company entertained us fo-day witii the Gereed. The figs are now ripe, 
and in confequence we have great plenty of Becca-Jicca birds and Ortclans. 

They are about the fize of a bull -finch, exceedingly fat, and the talle of 
their fieflt is generally efteemed as exquifitely good. 

I had the mortification to hear to-day from the Patroon belonging to the Septemb. iGi 
conful’s boat, that by letters received from Smyrna of the 2 ill ult. the 
plague then continued to rage there, and that it had made its way into the 
neighbouring iflands. If this be true, how diftant yet are my hopes of 
getting to England ! 

Letters received this day from Mr. Drummond bring no public news. He Septemb. 17, 
fays, he writes in hafte, and intends detaining the packet, till letters ar- 
rive from Conftantinople^ which are daily expefted. 

We went this day to Latichea, and there learned, that two EnglipJ Monday,- 
privateers were arrived at Cyprus-, and' that two Brench merchant llfips )8. 

alfo had put in there, only eleven days in ti.eir paflTage from Mar fellies. In 
a letter received by Mr. Beaumejler from Mr. Co.nlul Drummond, the conful 
advifed, that he defigns being at Latichea in the beginning of Odloher, from 
whence he intends going on board Captain Lui-ner's ftiip, and failing in it 
under convoy to England. This circumftance gives me freih hope of t!ie 
plague h.iving ceafed, and of the fpeedy failing of the Prefion man of war. 

This cvenitig at ten o’clock Mr. Prejlon fet out for Aleppo. Mr. h'ree 

had fent a iervant and horl'es for him, and Mr. JaJper Outer the Dra- 
goman, accompanied him. 

We took another ride to Latichea, where, to the furprize of the conful, Septemb. ro. 
he learnt, that his uncle M.\. Pur nel (brother to the gentleman of that name 
at Ba£ora, and predecefTor as conful and merchant to his nephew here) was 
juft arrived from England, but laft from Leghorn. He travelled through 
France and Italy. 

We flept laft night at Latichea, where I found the air much warmer than Septemb. 21. 

here at Befnada. Every body complained of it; but as it was not by any 

means to be compared with what I had lately felt, I was not in the leaft in- 
commoded. 
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1758. commoded.— The houfe, ever fince Mr. Purnel arrived, hath been full of 
A— V— > vificors, compofed of the chief 'Turks of Latichea. 

The following is part of a letter I received this morning from Mr. Drum- 
mond. 

“ I wifii your brother travellers a happy voyage, but am extremely 
“ forry you was not able to go with them. A Swede, now lying at Scan- 
“ deroon, may poffibly get fome goods for Leghorn. If that mould be 
“ tlie cafe, I would advife you by all means to go in her. 

“ At Cyprus you lie in the way of all that offers ; and were I there with 
“ my bufinefs finiihed, I fhould certainly move off with the firft veffel ; for 
“ God knows whether we may fee a convoy fooner than the end of No- 
“ vember. 

“ At prefent my affairs are fo uncertain, that I dare not think of form- 
“ ing any fcheme one way or the other. I have been acquainted with 
“ German roads in winter, but 1 was then young. In any fliape, your 
“ company would be a plcafure to me but I carry no fervant farther than 
“ Cyprus, for they can be of no ufe to a traveller. Were I to go by Leg- 
“ horn, I Ihoukl chufe the Swifs road, but all at prefent, with me, is build* 
“ ing caftles in the air. 

“ I know you have many rcafons for wifliing yourfelf at home ; I there- 
“ fore hope you will meet with fome good opportunity, without a thought 
“ of me, who ieem in no fhape my own mailer. — Nothing promifes more 
“ to make you eafy, than the Swede I have before-mentioned.” 

As Meff. Drummond and Purnel are both of opinion, that Leghorn is the 
place I ought to go to ; and fince the convoy probably will not be ready 
till the end of November, and both myfelf and fervant are now in tolerable 
health, I refolvcd to let out for Cyprus as foon as poffible ; hoping we lhall 
be better able to encounter the cold of the Alps in the winter, than we were 
the exceflive beats of Turky laft fummer. 

Septemb. z6. Yellerday I rode out in the evening with Meff, Purnel and Beaumejier. 

To-day 1 wrote a letter of compliments and thanks in my own and fellow- 
travellers names, to Emanuel, bilhop of Babylon ; and another to Mr. Shaw 
at Baffora ; putting them under the care of Conful Drummond. 

Septemb. 27. ^ Leghornefe being bound to Cyprus, I agreed to take my paffage in her 

to tliat illand, and lent on board my baggage. Mr. Beaumejier was fo 
obliging as to accept of the two horfes, which Baron Kniphaufen made us a 
prelcnt of. In the evening I wrote a letter, and feat it in a boat to Cy- 
prus, 
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fruit to Mr. Turvert begging the favour of him to fecure me a j aflage in i 75 ^* 
the Svoeie bound to Leghorn. ' -y— 

A Mefs, juft now arrived from Mr. Jofper Crater at Aleppo., brings the Septemb. 29. 
melancholy news of the death of the Rev. Mr. Hollozvay, and of d.e very 
dangerous ftate of Mr. Conful Browne^ juft returned tliither from Scanderocji, 
where he caught the infedlion. Mr. Crater in Ids letter inlorms us alfo, 
that the plague ceafed at Smyrna the 20th of Augujt, but that the Prejton 
is blocked up there by three French faips of war. That Captain Givyn is 
ordered to fail to her afliftance, but as his fliip the Ambufeade is gone to 
the weftward, thofe orders probably will never reach him. 

The wind hath been, and ftill continues foul for *, which circum- Septemb. so, 

fiance, (as I have fome return of my bilious complaints) is not unlucky •, 
and I am told, that the Swede will not fail for Leghorn in lefs than three 
weeks. 


The wind is now fair for our failing, and I am in all refpefts ready to Odober i, 
embark ; but the vcftTcl has not taken in her water, and the Italians will 
do no work on a Sunday. 


By the conful’s boat, which arrived this day from Cyprus, I had the fatis- 
fadlion to receive the two following letters. 


M^)nday, 
Odlober 2. 


Cyprus, 1 2 th of September. 

“ FOUR days after wc left you, my dear AW, we arrived at this place. 
** The news wc firft; learnt here, was, that the Ihips were admitted to 
prattique at Smyrna, and that the Prejlon was gone thither from Seio, in 
“ confequcnce of it. About three hours after ihe got in, three French 
“ fliips of war arrived, who had been lying in wait for her. One of 
“ them carried 64 guns, the other two were frigates. This news came by 
“ letter from Smyrna, and Mr. Turner afllires me, it may be depended on v 
“ fo that in all probability, the Prejlon will be blocked up till a reinforce- 
“ ment comes from the fleet •, and that will not be, perhaps, till we carry 
“ this news to the admiral. But the captains of two privateers who 
“ came in yefterday, give us hopes that the Prejlon will fail very foon, for 
“ they fpoke with a boat in their paflage hither, who told them, the cap- 
“ tain of the Prejlon had fent to Scio for a pilot to carry him out of Smyrna', 
“ and that the French ftiips were certainly gone off the ftation : If this latter 
“ account flioukl prove true, it will not belong I hope before you hear of the 
“ Prejlon % being at Scanderoon. If however you do not hear of her foon, 
“ there will be an opportunity of going down in the Swede, which is now at 
“ Scanderoon-, flie wdll ftop here, and proceed from hence to where 

“ I hear you may be certain of meeting fome of our cruifers, as that is 
‘‘ the port our fleet in common victual at. I have dcfired Mr. Turner to 

3 “ fend 
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1738. “ fend you word as foon as the Swede arrives, by a boat on purpofc, if n» 

— j “ other opportunity fliould offer at the time : this appears to me the only 

“ chance you have to get home this year. Pray God your health may 

“ enable you to embrace if! As for our ftate and condition, it Hands 

thus. has a voracious appetite, but nothing agrees with him -, every 

“ thing turns four in his ftomach, and yet he is too wife to take a vomit. 

“ by his own idlenefs in lying upon the deck one night, brought on his 

“ ague and fever. is as ufual, neither fick nor forty. And as for my 

“ parr, I am not Tick enough to complain, nor well enough to be jolly. 
“ I have had an ugly pain in my right fide, fo very acute at nights, that 
“ I can’t lie on my left ; this founds very odd, but it is even fo •, however, 
“ as I have no fymptom of a fever, I hope it does not proceed from an * 
“ iKflammation of the liver : tar water and moderation, I hope will relieve 
‘‘ me, and carry me home at laft lafe and found. Pray don’t you ne- 
t‘ gledl to drink it •, depend upon it, ’twill be of benefit to you. 

“ If you fhould go home in the Swede, you need not be afraid of fpending a 
“ little time here j you will find the air agreeable, and the gentle exercife 
“ of an one-horfe chaife will do you good, which will be entirely at your 
“ command, every morning and evening : you will find Mr. Turner a very 
“ honeft, good-natured young gentleman, who will chearfully do every 
“ thing in bis power to oblige you. Should you have any opinion of this 
“ Swede, I would advife you to fend a meflenger to Scanderoon, on pur- 
“ pofe, to know if (he touches at Cyprus, and when fhe will be here ; by 
“ this you will be better able to take your meafurcs, than by waiting for 
“ a boat of advice from hence, as her palTage may be uncertain. 

“ I was in hopes wc fhould have been able to have left this ifland 
“ to-morrow, but now am afraid it will not be ’till the day after. Our 
“ captain appears to be a good-natured fellow, we do juft as we pleafe: 
“ I wifh to God I it had been right and fit for you to have been with us ; 
“ however, when you do embark, I hope you will have, in every refpeft, 
“ an agreeable paflage, and that it will not be long before we meet again 
“ in dear Old England ! from whence I hope neither of us will ever depart 
“ again. 

“ All our party defire their kindeft compliments to you. Mr. Turner 
“ begs you will accept his j and as my friend, he hopes you will without 
“ ceremony, make his houfe your own, while you continue at Cyprus. 
“ Pray remember us all mod heartily to Mr. Beaimejier, Jafper Cruter, and 
“ the Doflor ; and be aflured yourfelf, my dear friend, nobody loves and 
“ efteems you more than 

“ Your truly faithful 

“ and afFedionate 

H. Doidge.” 

• The moft alarming and a.common diforder of the EaJ} Indies. 

“ Alms 
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Aim has left his great broad fword behind him, which he defircs you 
will enquire about, and take care of: pray tell Mr. Beaumejlery that 
“ the Turkijh cuftom-houfe officer, who took my piftols out of my cheft, 
“ has not returned them j I beg he will enquire into it; and I think ’twould 
“ be but juftice if fuch a rafeal could be made an example of, and punilhed 
“ for the robbery. 

“ Mr. 'Turner defires, when you arrive in the road, you’ll fend him a 
“ note, he then will be ready at the landing place to receive you in his 
“ chaife ; don’t negled doing this, as his houfe is half a mile from the 
“ water-fidc, and you’ll find it difagreeable walking. 

“ Once more, adieu. 

“ H. D.” 

“ Sir, Cyprus, 15 September, 1758, 

“ I TAKE this opportunity to fend you the inclofed letter from our 
•“ friend Mr. Doidge, who failed, with all his company, laft night, with a 
“ fair wind ; I take the liberty to offer you my houfe, wherein you will 
“ meet an hearty welcome. When you arrive in port, pleafe to ftay on 
•“ board the Ihip or boat which brings you, until you fend me a note, that 

“ my chaife may be at the marine to receive you. I hear that there is a 

“ Swede now at Scanderoon taking in part of her loading for Leghtrn, and to 
fill up here. I believe it would be proper to difpatch a meffenger to Scan- 
“ deroon to know the truth of this report, by which you may take your 

“ meafures : but I think at all events, your being here as foon as poffible 

would be beft, for this port is more in the track for Ihips for Europe, 
“ than Latichea. I have the honour to be, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your devoted humble fervant, 

Tjmo. Turner.” 

“ Mr. Doidge's exercife twice a day in the chaife, relieved him greatly of 
■“ his pain in the fide ; a few days more he imagined would have perfefted 
his cure.” 

The piftols, mentioned in Mr. Doidge's letter, as taken out of his trunk 
by the Turkijb cuftom-houfe officer, were returned to me by the conful, 
who complained of it to the governor ; but as almoft all the T urks in office, 
from the higheft to the loweft, are reputed to be rogues (and with too much 
juftice) probably this pilfering Aga will fufier no other punilhment, but the 
'mortification he has already experienced, of being obliged to part with 
what, for a few days, he looked upon as his own property, however unjuftly 
acquired. 


Ddd 


This 
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175^* This evening, aboxit ten o’clock, I bid adieu to my good friends, the 
* v— confiil, and his uncle Mr. Purnel. I am beyond meafure obliged to both 
for the great civilities they have conferred upon me during my ftay at Bef- 
nada and Latichea^ but more particularly to the conful, for having provided 
me with many necelTaries for my voyage, and encumbred himfelf and his 
houfe with taylors, &c. for my (ervice. 

At eleven I embarked on board xht Elena I'orlunata brig, Giovanni Taddei 
matter. Mr. Nun, an Irijh gentleman is the mate, and Monf. Rey, a 
Frenchman the pilot. The brig carries eight hands, and two guns, half- 
pounders. At twelve we fet fail for Cyprus, with a fair breeze from the 
eaft. At funfet the next day, twelve minutes before fix, the ifland of Cyprus 
was feen by our people ; and at twelve at night the day after, we came to 
an anchor in Saline's-bay. 

October 5. About eight in the morning, I went on Ihore at Larnica, and found Mr. 

Turner with his chaife at the water’s fide, waiting to condufl: me to his 
houfe. I was foon vifited by Monf. Cruter (father to Jafper Cruter Dra- 
goman at l.atichea) and by many other gentlemen, and iome few ladies. — 
'I'his evening came in the Sivede from Scanderoon bound xo Leghorn-, a 
few hours however too late, for the Ite^ian hath been before-hand with her, 
and engaged the whole of her intended freight. 

This ifland of Cyprus is fituate between 33 and 36 degrees of eaft longi- 
tude, and 34 and 36 degrees of north latitude, oppofite the fliores of Syria 
and Cilicia. It extends in length from eaft to weft 220 miles, and is in 
circuit about 550. The air is lb pleafant, the foil fo fruitful, and the hills 
lb abounding with metals, that the ancients called it Macaria, the Happy 
Ifland ; and the inhabitants thereof being a lewd, lafcivioiis people, it was 
thence confecrated to Venus, who is frequently ttiled Venus Cypria and Dea 
Cypri. The firft inhabitants were Cicilians, who yielded to tlie Pbenicians, 
as they did to the Greeks. Ptolemy the laft king of this ifland, knowing that 
Cato was fent againft him by the Romans, put an end to his own life. It 
continued in the hands of the Greek emperors till 656, when it was con- 
quered by the Saracens. In 807, the Greeks recovered it -, but Richard 
ift, King of England, going to the holy war in 1 191, and being ill treated 
by the inhabitants, conquered it, and gave it to Guy Lujignan, whofe fuc- 
cefTors were diApoflefled by the Templars in 1306. In 1472, the Venetians 
poffelTed themfelves of it ; and in 1 560, Selim the Grand Seignior took it, 
whofe fucceflbrs have enjoyed it to the prefent time. 

Oflober 6. This evening I took a ride with Mr. Turner, to the Salines, or natural 
Salterns •, an accurate defeription of which Mr. Drummond hath already given 

Oflobcr 7. to the public. — To-day we went together to the Bajlsa's, garden, and took 
a view of the aqueducfl, by which Larnica is fupplied with water from 
a fpring at the foot of a mountain, fix miles off. 


Mr. 
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Mr. 'Turner and I dined this day with our conf^l, and rode out as ufual *758; 
in the evening. We vifited a fmall village called Chitty, fuppofed to be oftobw ro 
built on the mme fpot as the Citium of the ancients. 'J’hc mornings and ^ ^ 
evenings are lharp, but the middle of the day is yet w.!!!!:. 

A boat juft now arrived from Latichea, with a letter {rovajafper Cruter, oaofacr i ; 
who is returned from Aleppo \ which gives me the painful account of 
my friend Mr. Burony and his fervant Ajloore^ being nigh death in a fever 
of the malignant kind, which attacked them foon after their arrival at 
Scanderoon. Captain Turner continues alfo very weak and low from 
a difordcr he caught there •, and of which his nephew, and another 
young gentleman, befides many of his people, died. There alfo, three 
officers of the Ambufeade got the ficknefs which occafioned their deaths : 
and thither our little party had certainly gone from Aleppo^ had not pro- 
vidence kindly interpofed, and carried us to Latichea. Mr. Cruter's letter 
alfo advifed, that Conful Browne cannot live long •, and that Mr. Drummond 
is expeded to arrive at Latichea as this evening, or to-morrow morning. 

He defigns coming to this ifland, in order to take his paflage with me to 
Leghorn., there being at prefent no hope of the convoy’s failing, as the French 
(hips continue to cruize for them off Smyrna. 

At five this morning, I fet out on horfeback for the top of Mount Croce Oflober 18. 
or St. Crux, in company with Mr. Turner, and his clerk Mr. Michael 
Clamfon, Alexander MAntojh, and two other fervants. We rode about W. 
by S. for an hour and half through a plain, having pafled in our way the 
latt fet of ftone arches belonging to the aquedueft, and which confifts of 
31 to the beft of my remembrance. At fix we left the village Vajino 
on our right, and in half an hour, Vudia. We then began to afeend a riling 
ground, and after riding two or three points to the northward of the weft, 
we got at half pall liven, to a fmall Greek church and convent dedicated to 
St. Alhanajius, fituated between two hills *, where, in the rainy leafon and 
for fome months after, is a great run of water from the tftountains (called 
by Mr. Drummond, the river Tatius) but the bed of it is at prefent dry. On 
the fides of both thofe hills, are the ruins of many buildings, in appearance 
very ancient. Some of them are of brick, others of ftone, and they are 
feveral miles in extent. We alfo pafled by fome ruins of a more modern 
date, feated on another hill to our right. The inhabitants frequently dig 
up ftones, marble, &c. among the ruins. 

We continued riding on till half paft eight, ftill afeending, and pafllng 
between mountains covered with the pine, oak, olive, locult (or Carubee) 
and walnut-tree. Here were alfo the hawthorn, myrtle, blackberry, vine, 
oleander, and other bufties and Ihrubs in great plenty. From half paft 
eight till a quarter after nine, we continued to afeend Monte Croce ; then we 
came to another convent, where we difmounted to reft our horfes. In this 
convent we found two or three Papas or priefts, one of whom was making 

D d d 2 a pair 
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* p^ir of llioel They readily gave us all the afllftance in their power, nor 
— v— ^ did they think it beneath them to take care of our beads fuch was the 
real, or at lead feeming humility of thefe holy men. We made free with 
the Papas kitchen utenfils to drefs the viftuals we had brought with us. 


At eleven, leaving our horfes behind for greater fafety, we mounted on 
mules to vifit the Holy Crofs, a church placed on the very fummit of the 
mountain, and reached it in about half an hour’s riding. We found there 
another Papa, and a little boy. The church is fmall, and its walls are 
built of an iron-done found in the neighbourhood. Tradition fays, that this 
edifice was erefled at the expence of "St. Helena the mother of Confiantine, 
1400 years ago; though it plainly appears to have been rebuilt fince that 
time, for not a third part of the ancient wall now remains. They fliew 'you 
a large crofs, before which a filk curtain is drawn ; and if you will be- 
lieve the prieds, it is inlaid with a part of that Very crofs on which our Sa- 
viour was crucified. Devotees never fail coming here once a year, to offer 
up their devotions at the Holy Crofs. From the top of this mountain we 
had a mod delightful and extenfive profpeft over the greated part of thc- 
whole ifland. We clearly faw the following places. 

Hours. 


Corno — — 

IJha or IJiab — — 

Dali (the antient Idalium) 
Nkojia — 

Famagufta — - 

Ltvadia — 

Larnica — 

Chilly — 

Afpera — 


didant — * i and i 

— — 5 

— — 1 1 

— — 5 


About one o’clock we quitted the top of the mountain, and in halFan hour 
got to the lowed convent ; where we alighted, refreihed ourfclves, and at half 
pad three fet out for Larnica, which is about 1 5 miles from the fummit of 
the mountain, where we arrived a little after feven, very much fatigued. 


Both in going and returning, Mr. 'Turner and I thought it neceflary to 
difmount and walk over fome particular places, the road being narrow, and 
the precipices 'dangerous. We made the Papas at both convents a fmall 
prefent, with which they appeared very well pleafed. He, who redded in 
the lad convent, took ow Douceur fo kindly, that, mounting his aifs, he 
gratefully accompanied us for a confiderable way, and fhewed us the bed 
turnings in the road. 

Oflober 20. A letter received this day by Mr. Conful Boddington, brings the melan- 
choly news of the Confuls Browne and Baron being both dead. Advices 
from Latichea mention, that yir. Drummond in confequence of the above 
unfortunate event, and to gratify the factory at Aleppo, had determined to 

continue 
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(continue there a few months longer. — The fame advices add, that there 175^- 

are now five Englifli gentlemen at Aleppo, travellers from Ittdia, who are — v— 

daily cxpedted at Latichea in their way to England. 

I clofed to-day with the captain of d\e. Elena Foriunata {or my own and.oaoberji 
my fcrvant’s paflage to Leghorn. He is to yield me the lole ufe of the great 
cabbin, and no paflenger is to be admitted into it without my content. He 
is to find me alfo in fire and water, and to give me fiich other aflifiance 
as Ihall lie in his power to make the paflage agreeable. On my part, I arn 
to pay him fifty Leghorn fequins in hand, and provided I fhall be thoroughly 
fatisfied with my treatment, ten more, on my landing at Leghorn. 

The marriage ceremony was this day performed between two young Oftober 21. 
perfons, who were Chrijtians. It was intended to have been a public affair, 
but afterwards changed to a private one, as the point of precedence could 
not be fettled between thf Britijh ixid French confuls. 

Mr. L ttrner was fo obliging as to trouble himfelf about my fea-flock, and 
procured me an hogfhead of old Cyprus wine. All the wines almoft of diis 
ifland, have in them a peculiar tafle of tar*, this is owing to the vineyards 
lying on the fides, or at the foot of the mountains which are covered with 
pine trees, whofe juices walked down by the rains, impart this flavour to 
the grapes. 

The wind blew this morning from the N. E. which brought the coldcll Oftober 24. 
weather I have known for fome years, and obliged me to have a fire. 

This afternoon, four of the Englijh gentlemen from India, Meflfs. oilober 26. 

Tottingbam, Bailey, and Pajley arrived here, having left one of their party 
hcKind zt Aleppo •, and at five o’clock they paid me a vifit. 

I returned their vifit this morning, and made them an offer of the ufe Oflober 27. 
of the great cabbin with me, provided they were inclinable to go in the 
Leghornefe veffel. They expreffed themfelves greatly obliged to me, and 
agreed with the captain for a paffage for themfelves and fervants. They 
left Bengal in Fehruary laft ; touched at Karec and Bajfora, and bi ought a 
letter from Baron Kniphaufen addrefled to Mr. Doidge and me, which I effeem 
fo great an addition to his former favours, that.l cannot help tranferibing 
it. ' 


“ Messieurs, Karreck, le 10 1758. 

“ J’ai etc charme d’apprendre votre heureufeet prompte arrivee a Bajfora-, 
“ quant aux reinerciments que vous voulea bien me faire au fujet des petit* 
“ Cervices que j’ai cu le bonheur de vous rendre ici, je les attribue a votre 
“ politelTe, et vous prie de croire que je fouhaiterois pouvoir vous en rendre 
‘‘ de plus effenticls. Lc pauvre Matplot a qui vous deftiniez le prefent 

de 



[ 390 , 3 " 

“ de deux cent roupies eft mort a Baffora^ peu dc terns apres votre depatt, 
“ de forte que je n’ai pu mettre en oeuvre, votre gencrofite a fon egard. 

“ Je finis Meffieurs en voufi fouhaitant bcaucotip de fantc, et de con- 
“ tentement, pour la continuation de votre voyage dont je ferai charmc 
“ d’apprendre I’heureufc iflue, etant avec une confideration des plus dif- 
“ tinguecs, 

“ Meflleurs, 

Votre tres humble et 
“ tres obeiffant fervitcur, 

« KNIPHAUSEN.** 

F. S. Je ne doute pas que Mr. Pye ne s’ennuye beaucoup dela longueur 
“ du voyage, je me recommende a fon Ipuvcnir de meme qu’a ccluv 
“ de Mr. Alms. 

“ Aux Meffieurs Doidge et Ives.** 

In EngUJJj thus : 

« Gentlemen, Karecky \oth oi July, 1758. 

“ I was extremely glad to hear of your fafe and quick arrival at Bajfora. 
“ I attribute wholly to your politenefs the thanks you are pleafcd to give 
“ me, for the trifling ferviccs which I had the happinels of rendering you, 
“ and beg you to believe, that I wiftied for an opportunity ol lerving you 
“ in a more elTential manner. 

“ The poor failor *, for whom you had defigned the prefent of two 
“ hundred rupees, died at Bajfora a little after your departure, fo that I can- 
“ not carry into execution your generofity refpefting him. 

“ I conclude, gentlemen, in wifhing you much health and happinefs, 
“ during the remaining part of your journey. It will give me great plea- 
“ fure to hear of its being happily ended ■, and am, with the moft pcrfcdl 
“ efteem, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your moft humble, and 
“ very obedient fervant, 

“ KNIPHAUSEN." 

P. S. “ I doubt not but Mr. Pye is much fatigued by the length of 
“ the journey : I beg to be remembered to him, and Mr. Alms. 

“ To Mejfuurs Doidge and Ives.” 

The four gentlemen, (my future fellow travellers) encouraged by our 
example, left Bengal iaft February % ftaid a month at Bajfora on account of 

• This man belonged to the Dutch Fducca which caiirkd us from Kane to Baffora, and had 
misfortune to have his hand torn |o pieces the of one of her cannon* 

3 ' the 
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the cxccflive heat: pafled from to Baghdad^ hy tht Euphrates^ and i75S- 

then over the great Defcrt to Aleppo^ under the managemen: of Cojee Raphael^ -v-— » 
who lerved them allb a very dirty trick. 

They informed me, that they left matters Bengal in a pretty good date; 
and that my worthy friend Captain Henry Smith had at la(l been obliged, on 
account of his ill ftatc of Iicalth, to follow the advice I had long before 
given him, of quitting his flup, and had lailed for Europe in the fame 
veflel with Captain Speke, — I fear too nice a fenfe of honour, which poor 
Captain Smith carried to excefs, has been the means of keeping him too 
long in that unwholefome climate ^ ! Thefe gentlemen alfo advifed me, 
tliaf Colonel Ford was at Bengal^ and that my good friend Major Carnac 
was with him *, that Colonel Clive was foon to leave the province *, that all 
the lands agreed on by treaty with the Nabob,, v^ere delivered into our 
hands-, that fincc our departure, the Xz-tt Meerjaffier,, no^ Scubahdar,, had 
made another payment of the money ftipulatcd to the company, and other 
perfons concerned ; and that he had been confirmed in the three provinces 
by a commiflion from the great Mogul,, who likewife had conferred a very 
high title on Colonel Clive,, and another, though lefs military, yet very 
honourable, on Mr. Watts. They concluded with telling me, that Lieutenant 
Cormick of the Eyger,, and Captain 2 ''cung of the army, were dead but that 
all my other particular friends, except Captain Smith,, were in good health. 

In the evening we rode out, and vifited thofe other remains of antiquity, 
mentioned in Mv, Drummond'^ travels, p. 251. We went alfo to the marine 
town, and faw the church of St, Lazarus, Papas told us, it is now 1722 
years fince he was buried here. This faint is he, wh6m our Saviour 
raifed from the dead. They Ihewed us the end of his coffin under ground, 
and defired us to take notice of fomc feraps of rags and ends of thread 
brought hither by thofe who have been favoured with the affirtance of the 
faint. The end of what they call the coffin, has been pitched or befmeared 
with fomc bitumcnous fubftance, ciefigned to impofe upon the ignorant and 
credulous, as moifture ifiliing from the faint’s body. I'hc church belongs 
to the Greeks ; but the Romans on St, Lazariis\ day, never tail to perform 
divine fervice at one of the altars. 

Thank God ! I am now in perfefl health, which is more than I i.ave been 
able to fay for ten months part, I fpent fome hours this day in taking 
leave of the fcvcral families 1 am acquainted with, I met by accident with 
the French conful, went with him to his houfe, and lor the lictk time I 
tarried, was entertained very politely. 

We agreed with a cook to go with us to Leghorn,, and to continue In our Me n Jay. 
fervice during the quarantine we ffiall be obliged to perform there. The terms oaobex 30, 
are 50 dollars, and ten or twelve more to be paid him by way of Buxie 


♦ He died before the H^ip kft the country. 


(or 
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(orprefcnt) on his good behaviour. This laft fum is meant to defray his 
expences back. 

OwOoberji. To-day the cook fent us word, that his wife will not let him go: 

however we foon hired another, who is to have 6o Cyprus dollars, and Buxie 
on the fame footing as was agreed on with the firft. 

We paid our farewel compliments to the conful in the morning, who 
with his Chancellor., returned the vifit a few Ininutes afterwards and we 
went on board. 

My very worthy and obliging friend Mr. Turner made us a vifit on board 
ilhe Elena Brig, and finding the captain not inclined for failing, infifted on 
taking us afhore again. We yielded, and in our way paid our refpefts to 
the conful, but fpent the day with Mr. Turner, who at our requeft, procured 
for us two hoglheads of water, fome charcoal, and other culinary necef- 
farics, which we on examination thought the velfel wanted, though the 
captain and pilot both infifted on the contrary. M.r. Turner accompanied 
us on board in the evening, and after hipping with us, left the Ihip about 
.nine when we weighed anchor, took leave of the ifland of Cyprus, and put 

to fea, fteering the proper courfe for the port of T.eghorn in Italy. As the 

dull detail of a fea-journal can afford but little entertainment ; it will be 
•fufficient to obferve in general, that after the moft diftrefsful and alarming 
voyage I ever made; (owing chiefly to the inexperience of our young 
commander, who had been bred a clerk in a merchant’s office) we hap- 
^EGHORN. P'ly t-ame to an anchor in Leghorn road on the 4th of December. In 

Monday, -Qur Way we touched at Meffina in Sicily, an ifland which affords the moft fer- 
D«cen)bt‘r 4. jjjg 

ns, and one of the moft beautiful profpeffs in the whole world, but 
where, though they furnilhed us with plenty of frefh provifions, we 
could not get leave to perform quarantine ; fo cautious are the magiftrates 
there on this head, ever fince the great plague which raged in the year 
J744, and carried off two thirds of the inhabitants*. 


• The following accurate account of the dreadful havoc made by the plague at Mejfma 
ID the year 1744, extrafted by an y^bbe from the regifters of that city, will fufficiently account 
for the extreme caution ufed by that government to guard againft it. 


Names of Parilhes. 

Number of people 
before the plague. 

St, Giacoma — - 

146? 

St, Lorenzo .~— 

»s ;5 

Si, Leo — • — 

4548 

St. Luca — — — 

1398 

St, Malleo 

547 ° 

St. Leonard — 

10378 

St, Pietro — 

2210 

St. Antonio - 

10699 

St, Nicbola — — 

4114 

St, Guiliano •— 

1512 

Total — 

43359 


Number that died 

Remained alive 

of the plague. 

after the plague, 

1124 

35 * 

1012 

543 

3068 

1480 

999 

399 

4370 

1 100 

8302 

2076 

1560 

6«jo 

7309 

3390 

2901 

1213 

972 

540 

3)617 

11742 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIII. 


^he author is obliged to perform (Quarantine in the Lazaretto at Leghorn.*-^ 
Receives a letter from Mr. Doidge, giving an account of his party's proceed- 
ings. — Occurrences and ohfervations at Leghorn . — Journey to Pifa, Lucca, 
Borgiana, and Florence . — Defeription of this laft place ; of the Great Dukds 
palace of Pitti ; cf the famous gallery of the old palace., and the feverat cham- 
bers of curiofities ; of the chapel of St. Laurence, baptijlry^ library^ &c, &Cr 
^Journey to Bologna, Ferrara, Padua and Venice. 


TTTE liad no fooner come to an anchor in the road of Leghorn^ buf 175*. 
VV we wrote to the Britijb conful, who foon favoured us with the 
following obliging anfwer. 

**• Gentlemen, ^uefday mwning. 

“ I have received the letter which you were pleafed to honour me with, 
and immediately fent to the chancellor of health for an order to the 
“ captain of the Lazaretto to receive you, and your fervants *, which is made 
■** out, fo that you may go there whenever you pleafe. The accommoda- 
“ tions will be very indi&rent ; however, I will fend to the captain of the 
“ Lazaretto, and beg of him to render you all the fervices in his power. 

And as to myfelf, you have only to command me, and make me as 
“ ufeful to you as poffible. 

“ When you arrive at the Lazaretto, I will take care to fend a rnan to 
you, and you may give him your orders from time to time, to buy you 
“ fuch neceflaries as you may want. You will find him very faithful, and 
“ may give him what you pleafe for his trouble. 

** The gentlemen you enquire after *, have not pa&d diis way, nor have 
I hoard any thing of them. 

“ I am forry I cannot fend you any Englijb papers ; the officers of the 
“ navy have carried them all away , but the bearer brings you fome French 

* Mr. Boiigt and his party. 

E e €• “ Leyden 
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*758- “ Leyden gazettes. Admiral 3 roimVi failed hepce with the fleet the 12th 

“ of November. 

“ It is with concern I acquaint you, that your quarantine cannot be lefs 
“ than thirty days. I have only to reiterate to you the offers of n?y beft 
“ fervices, and to afflire you, that I will with pleafure receive and execute 
“ any commands you may have for me. I am, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ To Mejfrs. Ives, Tottingham, “ Your moft obedient 

“ Pafley, Bailey, and Gre- “ humble fervant, 

“ gory i on board the Elena J o h n D i c ic.’” 

“ Fortunata, in the road of 
“ Leghorn.” 

The next morning the following letter was brought to us in the Lazarstto 
from Mr. Becher, to whom I had been recommended by his brodier at 
Bengal, 

“ Gentlemen, Livorno, 6 December, 1758'. 

“ THIS being a poft day, together with the tempeftuous weather, will 
“ prevent my paying you my perfonal refpedls till to-morrow ; but being 
“ impatient in the mean while to fee my brother’s letters, I beg the favour 
of you to deliver them to the bearer. 

“ I congratulate you, gentlemen, on your fetting foot again on a Chrif- 
“ tian Ihore •, and as I fear you will find the accommodations at the 
“ Lazaretto very indifferent, I beg you will make me acquainted with 
“ whatever you may want either for your ufe or comfort during your 
confinement; for every thing in my power, fuch as money, fsfr. you 
“ may command. 

“ The bearer is my boatman, who will wait on you daily to know, and 
“ to fupply your wants. He is a very honeft, good man. I fend you 
“ by him two London Magazines for your perufal, in an idle hour: 
“ to-morrow I will convey to you fome Englifh news-papers. I am, with 
“ refpeft, 

“ Gentlemen, 

To the Britilh gentle- “ Your moft obedient, 

men at the Laza- “ and moft humble fervant, 

“ retto. ” JOHN BECHER.” 

JDcMffiber 7. 

Mr. Becher, accompanied by his partner Mr. AJkew, and another gentle- 
man named Forbes, came to pay us a vifit. The firft repeated his kind 
offers of fervice. This day our quarantine begins, and not before, as our 
Baggage unluckily was not brought alhore with us yefterday. 

The conful, (in his coach) accompanied by Mr. AJkew, and two gentle- 
men of the fhips of war, came to ftc us. I had not the pleafure perfonally 

to 


Decenber 8. 
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to thank them for their civilities, having been the laft two days greatly 1758. 
diftrcfled in my bowels, from a cold caught on board the velTel, and re- y— » 

iiewed the day we came to the Lazaretto. 

It has blown very hard all the laft night, with thunder, lightning, and Decemter 9. 
great hail-ftones. The air fo piercingly cold, it is with difficulty I can 
keep myfelf from ftiivering at the fire-fide. The pain of my bowels is 
fomcwhat abated, but I have no appetite. 

The bluftering weather is over j and a clear (ky and keen air fucceeded. Decembeno. 
— Mr. Pantam^ and another gentleman vifited us ; but I was not well enough 
to fee them. 

1 wrote a letter to Mr. Becher, relative to Mr. Doidge and his company. Monday, 
He anfwered me, that “ he could not learn any thing of them, but pro- December u1 
mifed, agreeable to my defire, to write to Venice ," — The conful by a note, 
allures me, that neither he, nor the admiral, knew any thing of them. 

I grow better daily, though fomc pain in the right fide ftill continues. December iz. 
This has been a fliort, yet one of the moft threatning attacks I ever had 
in my bowels ; owing to my clofe confinement, the cold wet weather, and 
the want of every convcniency when on (hip-board. To thefe may be 
added, the heavy rains to which we were expofed on corning afhore, and 
the extreme cold and damp air of the Lazaretto, whofe rooms have been 
,untenantcd, and without a fire for 18 or 20 days paft. 

The conful repeated his vifit withMr. this evening. This was December i( 

the firft time I had an opportunity of paying him my perfonal refpefts. He 
gave us great fpirits, by afluring us, that our quarantine would be but of 
thirty days continuance ; and he added, that of thofe thirty, he believed 
he Ihould be able to get off five, provided we could refolve to leave all 
our wearing apparel behind us. With plcafure we accepted of the propofal, 
and gave our orders to taylors, (hoe-makers, &c. to accommodate us with 
every thing new *, for, as Addifon obferves, 

“ A day, an hour of precious liberty, 

Is worth a whole eternity in bondage.’ 

I thank God, I am once more happily reftored to health. — Our little December! 
community allembled this morning, and read the prayers of the church, 
offering up our moft devout thanks to heaven for its kind protedlion 
hitherto. 

Mr. and Mrs. Level, to whom Mr. had been recommended, have Monday 

been very civil and complaifant, in fending us feveral things from their December! 
own kitchen.— The conful too has been exceedingly kind, fending us rum 

E e e 2 and 
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*■758^- and bcerj an?! we are tinder a thoufand obligations of thislcind ^ Meflrt. 
Becber and JJkew. — A moft melanchoh piece of news reached us this 
morning ; that a Ragufan vcffcl from T mis, with the Frentb cOnTal and 
his family on board, had been wrecked on the ifland of Cornea, and the 
whole crew except fix men, perilhcd. Had not Meffrs. Bailty and Gregory- 
one night of our paflage, defignedly raifed a falfe alarm ©f feeing land, we 
fliould certainly have met with the lame fate as this Ragufan veflcl. Thefe 
gentlemen not fatisfied with the courfe we were ftccring, intreated the captain 
to haul up two or three points more to the northward, which he, by the 
advice of his pilot, refufed to do ; but was at laft brought to it by Mr. Gre- 
gory's calling aloud “ Land!" which, though not at that time feen, yet by 
the bearings of Corjica from us the next morning, it plainly appeared th^ 
had we continued our firft courfe, we mull inevitably have been upon the 
rocks before break of day. We have had dreadful accounts lately of fliip— 
wrecks in the gulph of Venice. — God grant that my friends are well ! 

Becemberzi. Heaven be praifed ! — This evening Mr. Becber ferrt me a letter he had' 
received from Venice-, which fays, that “ fome gentlemen from India, who cm- 
“ barked at Cyprus in the St. Blaijfe of Ragufa for Malta, arc, and have 
“ been fome time in the Lazaretto, and will be at liberty by about the 
“ time the Leghorn poll fhall return thither.”-— I immediately difpatched a 
letter to Mr. Doidge at Venice. 

Decemberzj. MclTrs. Becber, JJkew, and the Rev. Mr. Htetchinfon chaplain to the 
faftory, vifited us. In the courfe of our converfation fome doubts arofe- 
refpefting the length of our quarantine, whether it will continue 30 or 40 
days ; we hope for the beft. Many French gentlemen are in this Lazareuo,, 
from whom we found that things are in a very bad fituation in France, 
and that nothing but murmurings are to be heard among the people. On 
my obferving, that there were new fquadrons fitting out in the ports of Brejl 
and F oulon, one of them, fhrugging up his Ihoulders, anfwered, “ To what, 
end, unlels to be carried into your harbours !” 

Becemberz?. This day the conful and Mx.JJIew came to pay us a vifi’t, and brought. 

with them the doleful tidings of our being obliged to perform a forty days 
quarantine. However, the conful gave us fome little comfort, by re-af- 
furing us that the five days grace would be allowed, by a change of clothes. 
We told him we were prepared for that, and fliould rejoice at even but five 
hours addition to our liberty. We begged his pardon, if he difeovered any 
degree of impatience in our anfwer, afluring him, we were perfeftly fenfible 
of his friendly endeavours and wifhes to ferve us. — He was fo obliging as to 
place all we faid to its proper account. I could not but obferve, that three 
Cyprian birds were fuffered to be taken out of the Lazaretto to-day for the 
governor’s own ufe. Surely our naked bodies cannot be fuppofed to retain 
more infedion, than the feathers of thefe animals. 

Thi». 
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Tfiis evening we received a letter from the conful, as follows : “ He is 
** forry to acquaint us, of his being informed by the chancellor of health, 
“ that the magiftrates of Florence hiving received late accounts of the plague 
“ breaking oat at Salonica and the neighbouring places, have diredled that 
“ the grace of five days (hall not be allowed us ; but yet that the chancellor 
“ has advifed him to apply to the governor for our being permitted to take 
“ the advantage of them, promifing to back his rcqpeft:” adding, he 
thinks it very probable he fliall fucceed. 


December 29i 


The captain of the Laaaretto, whofc behaviour to us has been exceedingly 1 759 ' 
polite, having applied to the chancellor and governor, to indulge us with Monday 
the five days grace, this morning received for anfwer, that “ the quarantine 
** is an affair determined upon at Florence, from which the magiftracy of 
“ Leghorn cannot deviate.” 


This morning, I received with a pleaAire not to be expreffed, a long 
fetter from my faithful and valuable friend Mr. Loidge. I fliall tranferibe fo 
much of it, as will ferve to give the reader a proper idea of what he and* 
his party underwent after their parting with me at Latichea. 


“ My dear Friend, Venice, ig December, 1758. 

** I really do not know how to go about to tell you, the furprizc, the joy, 
the concern, I felt all together, at the receipt of your letter of the 22d 
“ inftant, which was brought to me laft night. Had the poll returned 
immediately, it muff have gone withouv my anTwer, fuch was the hurry 
“ and perturbation of my fpirits ' but 1 am made happy in liaving this 
whole morning to write to you, for I have a rhoufand things to lay. 

In the firft place, I rrioft uii erely thank God that you are fafely 
“ landed at Leghorn, and hope by : he route you propofe to take, you will 
“ have a pleafant and entertaining jourriey home; wierc I (liall not expeeft 
“ to fee you till the latter end of March, or beginning of April. 


“ You might well be furprized at hearing of our being here, but you 
“ know, my dear Ned, there is no comending with fate j we endeavoured 
“ to get to Malta, but it was impoflibie ■, and I affure you we are all very 
“ thankful for our being fafely landed here, it being more than we expe(!ded. 
** To give you any tolerable idea of our voyage, I muft carry you back to 
“ Cyprus, from whence we failed the 14th of September. We had nothing 
“ but contrary winds and bad weather ail the way to Rhodes, where we 
“ arrived the 6th of OSoher. Upon examining into our ttock of provifions, 
“ we found that by being fo long out, it became ftcceffaiy to get a recruit, 
“ as well as to fill our calks with water: this we had been obliged to do 
“ once before, between Cyprus, and that iflej the rafeal of a captain having 
“ moft villainoufly deceived us in this article, by the account given in, 
before we failed. The 9th of Oblober we left Rhodes, and carried with 
us our old luck, nothing but contrary winds, till we got the length of 
a ‘‘ Modem 
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1759 - “ Modofty in t\it Morecy when a gale fprung up from the fouth, and blew 

“ hard ; we intended to have ftopped at Modon to complete our water, 
“ being reduced to the laft calk, but our captain informed us it was impof- 
fiblc to lie in Modon road, with that wind, and that he could carry us to 
another place more lafe and convenient ; at the fame time hinting, that 
“ he could not think of going to Tea (though the wind was tolerably fair) 
“ until the weather became more moderate. He often talked of Venice,^ and 
“ of the wind being fair for that port. We perceiving his drift, conlultcd 
“ together, as to what was beft to be done, and at lalt agreed to take ad- 
“ vantage of the foutherly wind, and make a puih for VenicOy without 
“ flopping any where till we fhould be forced to do fo for water. Accord- 
“ ingly we bore away, and fleered our courfe for this place ; but, before we 
arrived, which was not till the 8th of lafl month, many were the difficul- 
“ ties and dangers we had to encounter. I often rejoiced you was not with 
* “ us, hoping, my dear Ned, that you was at your eal'e on board the Prefion 

“ for 1 could not be fure of your being in the Swede. Indeed, had I the 
“ leaft thought of your getting into Leghorn, you know I would not have 
“ omitted writing to you. However, I mull again thank providence we 
“ are both in the land of the living ; and I hope by and by, the re- 
“ counting of thefe difficulties and difappointments will afford us much 
“ pleafure. 

“ You may fuppofc I was not long here, before I wrote to all my friends in 
“ England ; among the reft, you will be fure 1 did not negleft our friend Cap- 
“ tain Speke, from whom I have received an anfwer, the copy of which I in-- 
“ clofe you for your information. Befides the bufinefs it fpeaks of, it will fhew 
“ the high regard which that great and good man has for us both. He has 
“ fet my heart at eafe, for 1 was fearful of being cenfured for having idled 
“ away my time. 

“ As foon as we arrived here, I wrote a letter to Mr. Murray the Englijh 
“ minifter, to acquaint him with our fituation, and the public difpatches we 
“ had in our cuftody. He very genteely fent his fecretary to us, to inform 
“ us of every thing we wanted to know. I ffiall leave a letter with this 
“ laft gentleman, to be delivered to you, when you get here. His name 
“ is Ducket ; you will find him a very fenfible and friendly man, 

“ Soon after we got into the Lazaretto, I recollefted that our friend 
“ Baron had told me of an intimacy that fubfifted between him and a 

“ General G e of this place, and of his wanting an opportunity to fend 

“ him a cafk of Cyprus wine. Now, as 1 had laid in a flock at Cyprus, I 
“ wrote a letter to the general, acquainting him with Mr. Barorfs inten- 
“ tions •, and as 1 was pnder great obligations to that young gentleman, I 
begged the general to give me an opportunity of anticipating his friend’s 
“ defign, by fending him a calk from my own ftore, which I defired him 
to look upon as coming from Mr. Baron. The general returned me his 
“ thanks in the politeft terms, and very obligingly came to the Lazaretto to 
3 “ pay 
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“ pay us a viftr. He brought with him a Colonel II , who U another lycgi 

** officer in the fervice of this republic. By this means I have made a very ■_ * 

“ good acquaintance with the general and the colonel. I fliail take care to 
“ make them acquainted with your name, and dare fay you will pafs your 
“ time here very agreeable, as you’ll be lure to meet with feveral Englijh 
“ ladies and gentlemen. 

“ We hSve loft no time in preparing everything for our journey. 1 lliall 
“ leave you a copy of the route we intend to take. We have been obliged 
“ to buy two carriages, but as you will not go poft, perhaps you will not 
“ be under that neceftity. Mr. Ducket is the beft able to inform you of 

that, and every thing elfe you want to know. 

“ Farewel, my AtzxNed, and believe me unalterably. 

Your affeftionate 

and faithful friend, 

Henry Doidge.” 

P. S. “ I had almoft forgotten to advife you upon your arrival here, to 
“ enquire for Seignior Sebajlian Battagio, who will procure you the lodgings 

we arc now in, and if you want calh, will fupply you with any fum.” 

The conful favoured us this morning with a very polite letter, touching January j. 
our dil'appointment of the five days grace. He faid, he had fet forth our 
hardihip in the ftrongeft terms to Sir Horace Man^ the refident at Florence. 

We returned the conlul our beft acknowledgments in a joint letter. 

Mr. JJkew was with us, and confirmed the account of the conful’s carry- Siind.iy, 
ing his complaint to Florence, and of his having particularly mentioned the January y, 
taking out of the birds which came from Cyprus in our veflel for the ufe 
of the governor, at the end of 20 days. — An opera is to be performed 
this night. 

The following lines are cut on one of the window-fliutters of our room, 
which I here infert not for the goodnefs of the poetry, but becaufe they 
fcnfibly ftruck me, as exadly correfponding with my own melancholy 
fituation. 

“ Ut nox longa mihi vifa eft, cum Delia mendex 
“ Pollicita eft, curis praemia magna meis, 

“ Cum fero ad limen, frigidique lub jetheris axe, 

“ Cantarem querulis, furda puella, tibi j 
“ Miratufque fuam vim tanto vincier igne 
“ Trux boreas glomerat dum fuper ora nives, 

‘‘ Sic mihi (nam de me fateor) dulcem inter amorem 
Telluris patrite, tempora tarda fluunt: 


** Tempora 
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** Tempera tarda fluunt, qu» tot labentibus aniik 
“ Me vifu prohibent cara tuo genetrix! 

“ Ter denos, quatuorque dies fol aureus orbe 
“ Complevit totos, alter et hie fuper eft. 

Ex quo me fanum, me quovis nomine peftis 
“ Jam dudum immunem, career iniquus habet. 

Sum paflus graviora ; dabit Deus his quoque fineai 
“ Ut Pihoebi terris craftina lux fuerit. 

Taedia fic parvo folebar carmine ; & idem 
“ Hofpes ! quifquis eris, fit tibi perfugium ! 

“ Duodecimo Calendas Martii, 1758. 

“ GuLiEiMus O’Carrol, Hibcrnui.’* 


januaryii. We Were favoured with a vifit from the conful and his lady; MeflTri, 
yijiew and Rutherford accompanied them. In the afternoon, the captain 
of the Lazaretto fent in his compliments, defiring the favour to fpeak with 
us ; on which we began to affume new hopes of the five days grace being 
granted. But it turned out nothing more, than delivering a compliment 
from the governor, who had come to the Lazaretto in the morning, intend- 
ing to tell us in perfon how forty he was that the five days grace could not 
be allowed us, though he had ufed his utmoft endeavours with the govern- 
ment at Florence for that purpofe. As we were engaged with the conful 
and his lady at the time the governor came, he would not come in, bht 
went away, defiring that his compliments might be made to us. Sir Horace 
Man alfo wrote, that his felicitations in our affair had been unfuccefs- 
ful. 


Monday, This evening we were vifited by the phyfician of the place, who, with 
January 15. gj-gat folemnity, pronounced that we were uninfeSfed. 

January 16. We breakfafted with the captain of the Lazaretto, and immediately after- 
wards, in a tranfport of joy, left the place of our long confinement- 

The firft perfons we paid our refpecls to, were our particular friends 
Meffrs. Becher and AJkew. The latter was fo obliging as to attend us in 
the vifits we made the fame morning to the conful, to the go- 

vernor, and to Mr. and Mrs. Level. After thefe were over, we walked 
round the mole and arfenal, dined with Mr. Becher's family, and in the 
evening went to the opera. The theatre here is fmall, but neat; it will 
hold about 700 people, and is the property of private perfons, who let 
the boxes out to hire for the feafon. Bur exclufive of the feat,, you pay 
for the performance alfo ; and this, by perfons of fafhion, is either done 
by the quarter, or more commonly by the whole feafon. People in the pit 
pay three polls (about eighteen pence) for each night, and tljrec or four 
icratclics more to the owner of the feat. The manager receives the whole 
money, and out of it defrays all expences, contrading with each aftor and 

mufician 
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anufician for the feafon. The band confifts of 35 hands, among whom 1759. 
ate fome of the beft performers in Italy. The opera-drefles are made up v— v— # 

an ! a good taftc, and very droll. 

The governor, conful, and Mr. Levet., returned our vifits. As foon as 
they were gone, we went to take a view of Donatello'^ famous ftatue of the 
grand duke in marble, and the four 'Turkijh flaves in bronze, which is a 
piece of exquifite workmanlhip. The grand duke is Handing on a pc- 
■deftal, with the father and his three fons fo chained, that at its four 
-corners from the proper point of view, all their faces are at once beheld. 

The bagnio likewifc is a- vei^ noble fight, and well deferving a traveller’s 
-attention. 

We breakfafted with Mr. Hutchinfen, who afterwards, with Mr. Level, January 18. 
■walked round the walls of the garrifon with us. It is a neat, compaft fortifi- 
cation, with a wet ditch, redoubts, glacis, &c. : from the walls, we had a moft 
beautiful land and fea profpedt. We were afterwards condufted to feveral 
handfome churches. One belonged to the Greeks of the Roman perfuafion, 
and another to the Armenians. We faw a pretty colleftion of paintings at 
Mr. Hutchinfon's : Among others, were fome very ftriking likenefles of the 
gentlemen of the fadory, done by our countryman Mr. Dance, who bids 
Kiir to be at the top of his profellion. At this gentleman’s lodgings, we 
heard the famous Seignior Giardini play upon the violin ; he was a pupil of 
Cartoni's, and is looked upon as the firft fiddle now in Italy. 

In our walk this morning, I could not but take particular notice of a January 19. 
great number of horfes, which were led about dreffed with ribbons and other 
ornaments. Upon my enquiring into the reafon of this piece of pageantry, 
a French gentleman who came with us from Cyprus, and now happened to be 
upon the parade, fhook his head, and faid, he was afhamed to inform 
me, but the fad was, that the too credulous people, conformable to an an- 
nual cuftom, were leading thofe creatures to a certain church, in order to 
their being hleffed, which was done by the prayers and lajiing on of hands of 
a prieft, who for his good offices received a pecuniary fatisfadion-; and with- 
out this benedidiqn, the owners never exped any good fervices from their 
cattle for the enfuing year. 

. This day MefTrs. Becher, AJkew, Level, Hutchinfon, Dance, and Dr. Gar- January 20. 
den (uncle to our good friend at Baghdad, and whom 1 made very happy in 
my account of his nephew) gave Mr. Gregory and me the pleafure of their 
company at dinner. < . 

Many gentlemen and ladies of the fadory, and our whole party dined January 21. 
with the governor to day. He is called Seignior Bourbon, Marquis de Monte. 

His falary is 1000 1 . per annum, exclufive of his houle, firing, wines, and 

F f f many 
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J759. many other articles, which ^tre provided for him gratis. He hM likftwifc 
'---V—' an annual prefent from the Jews, who carry ot\ a great trade here. Cap- 
tains of (hips alfo, and their owners, are not unmipdfol p^^ Paying ht|n 
bute. He prcfides over the inquifition and' other courts; and has an un- 
limited power to reprieve or pardon.. ' , 

Leghorn is fituated on what they call an iflandi made fo by an artificial;* 
canal w'hich runs round the walls, and at length communicates vrith the 
river Jrtio. There are laid to be 50,000 iphabgants in this place, of whom 
they reckon 1-4,000 are Jews : thefe in’e in part of the town by them- 
felves. Some of them are rich, and keep their carriages; but what is very 
remarkable, they arc never fuffered to be driven by a coachman fitting on a 
box, but by a poftiiion only. The trade of L^bcrn is (till very great, 
though of late years it has been much leffened by Genoa, Ctvita 'Veccbia, 
Ancona, Naples, being declared free-ports. * 

Janttar>’ 23. At nine this morqii^, a letter was put into my haqds from a friend iir 
England, dated the 28th of L^ecewber laft, bringing the moft melancholy 
tidings of the death o£ my dear and only furviving parent, whofe face above 
all things I once more defired to fee. The good natured reader will eafily 
conceive what I thought, and felt, on this afflafting occafion, and fpare me 
the trouble of deferibine it.. During the whol^rime I had been feparated 
from her, I had formea to rnyfclf the exquifue fenfation of comforting her 
in the decline of life, and had often fighed out in the ardour of my heart, 
and in the fpirit of poetry, and of Pope, 

“ Me let the tender office long engage 
“ To rock the cradle of repofing age ! 

“ With lenient arts extend a mother’s breath, 

“ Make languor iinile, and finooth the bed of death ! 

Explore the thought, explain the afking eye, 

“ And keep awhile one parent from the Iky!’* 

But heaven thought not proper to indulge me in this- perhaps my too 
paffionate requeft ; and m its decrees, how rigorous Ibever, I am taught to 
fubmit. 

In the evening we took leave of all thofe whofe ftation, friendlhip, or ac- 
quaintance made it neceffiary. 


• Mr. /ddiftn, who wa» here in the year 1699, fpealu of the great dnke being then under 
apprehenhons of the Pepr’s making Civita FtcMa a free port, as it might in time prove very 
prejudicial to Leghorn. Aooiion’s travels, page 228. 
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At ; ten a’clock tW? morning, Meffrs. Gregetyt Soily, and myfelf, 1759. 
■with oar iervaius, in three- poft chaifes left I>^Aor« for Pifa, accofnpatticd 
ijy our obliging friends MeiTrs. Becbtr and Hutchit^on. The road between *♦’ 
thefe two places runs p«rdy-' through a very pleafant wood, and partly 
through the moft delightful valley that pollibly can be conceived. The 
profpcft to our right,* was that of an unbounded plain; while that to our 
left, was terminated by the Apennine mountains, many of whofe tops were 
covered^ with fnow** After we had left the wood, we entred upon the 
plain, and got to Pifoy by dinner-time. 

Leghorn \a& almtoft depopulated the city of Pifa^ which if compared with Pisat 
its former flooriftiing ftate, may be now truly laid, to be without inhabi- 
tants, We did not omit to vifit the much talked of leaning or hang- 
ing tower,, 'whofe inclination has been at length determined by judi- 
cious artifts, to be entirely owing to the foundation’s giving way. This 
tower ferves as a belfry to the cathedral, and Hands but at a little diHance 
from it. The cathedral is a large, .noble, gothic pile of building, and 
its baptifti7 or dome, and three brazen doors done by John of Bologna^ can 
never be fulHciently admired. St. hofpital, and the beggar’s church, 

are likewife worth feeing. 

We dined at a public houfe here j and at three o’clock parted with our 
two friends Meffrs. Becber and Hutebinfont who returned to Legbortty while 
we went on, for Lucca-, where we arrived juft before the {hutting of the Lucca. 
gates, having travelled over the fineft vale, and the beft cultivated Helds and 
vineyards, that imagination itfelf can poflibly conceive. Lucca is a wdl 
built city, and though the ftreets are narrow, they arc well paved. Its 
iltuation is delightful. 

We left Lucca at half paft feven, for Borgiana, which is a Journey of two January 25. 
pofts. We got to it at half paft nine, having ftill the lame delightful Borgiana. 
country to pafs over, diverfified by many a pleafant villa and little town. 

Among the laft were Manze and Lontina on our left, and Saint Mariana- 
Cote, to our right. 

Borgiana is a neat country town ; we took horfes there for Piftoria or Pistoria. 
Pizoria, and reached it about one in the afternoon. This is a walled city, 
and famous for the battle fought near it, between Anthony and Catilim, in 

♦ Horrebat glade faxa inter lubrica fummo 
Piniferum coelo mifeens caput Apeninus : 

Condiderat nix alta trabes, & vertice celfo 
Canus apex Arida furgebat ad aAra pruina. 

SiL, Ital lib. iv. 


Fffa 


which 
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1759. which the latter was defeated, and killed • ; but we paffed by; wkh®ut golhg' 

* into it, having changed our horfes and poftiliyns afi ah iaa without the 

gates: we proceeded on for another waUfcd city. T-he people o€’ 
the country through which we travelled to-day look gay, and there appears^ 
a certain air of chcarfulnefs and content in all- the-ir dountenances.. The 
women are handfome, and at the fame time induftrious : we faw none of 
them but were bufily employed, either in the work of the fields, or fpin- 

Florence. ning and knitting in their houfes.. We arrived at Elorence. about half pafh 

feven in the evening^ 

j^uary 26. We made it our firft bufinefs this morning to wait upon Sir Hbmce' Afhn- 
the Britijh envoy, who received us very politely. Wc afterwards vrfited the- 
great duke’s palace of Pittu It confifts of a body, and two wings, built of 
Hone, with Tufean pillars and ruftic work.. The wings contain chiefly bed- 
chambers, but the rooms in the center are filled with a variety, of paintings,. 
&G. done by tlie raoft celebrated mafters.. 

1 fliall only mention thofe that {truck me moft fcnfibly.. 

Antiochus and Siratonice-, by Pietro de Cartona. 

Four large pieftures, reprefenting death, purgatory, judgment, heaven; 
and hell, by the Chevalier Nafcini of Sienna. 

A JudUby with Holifernesh head in her hand. 

The Saviour of the world, by Marroche-.. 

A Mars going to war, by Rubens. 

The three Deftinies, holding, fpinning, and cutting the thread, of life, 
by Michael Angelo. 

A Cleopatra in Affliftion, by Guide. 

Our Saviour at fupper with his twelve Apoflles, by Bonifacm 

A Virgin Mary with a little Jefus^ by Titian. 

Another fine pifture of a Madona^. and the infant JeJus in her arms,, at' 
tended by two angels, who are reading a fcroll. 

The rape of the Sylvan nymphs by Satyrs \ by Rubens. 

Two pictures by Salvator Rofa. One of them reprefents a Sea-port- 
crowded with fhips and gallies. The other is allb on a marine fubjedt. 

A portrait of Cird'md Bentivoglio, hy Vandyke. 

A fine pidturc of St. Francis. He is reprefented to be in a dark room, 
with a ray of light ftriking upon his hands and face. This circumftance 
has a wonderful effed. 

* R cliques Catilina per montes afperos, xnagnis itinerlbus> in agrum Fiftorienfem ab* 
ducit. Sallufiii Bellum Catalinarium, 

t The Hiftory of this pi6lure is related at large in the 7th volume of Rollings ancient hlf* 
t®ry*— Alfo Plutarch in Demetr. p. 906, 907, 
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A St.. Setajliatt. The three arrows which killed him are reprcfentfcl as 175.9'* 
fticking in his flelh i the exquihte torture he is in, and indeed alh the airs 
of this pidture,. arc wonderfully cxprcfled. 

A fine Magdalen, by Purina. 

A dead Chrijl, by Cigoli. 

A St. John, St. Mary,, with a little Jefus in her arms, and St. Francis- 
Handing by them ; done in 1 5.1 7, by Andrea del Sarto. 

A St. Ann, teaching her daughter to read j by Solomani i. Neapolitan, now 
living. 

Four large Battle pieces, by Bcurgcnini. 

Our Saviour, and four of the ApoftJes, by Bartolomeo. 

Cain flaying Abel^ by Scavona. 

A Ijuther, Calvin, and Calvinh wifej this laft is reprefented as a' beau- 
tiful nun, with golden diflievcllcd hair, on whom Cahin is made to look, 
very wilhfuUy. — This picture was done by Girgqni. 

But the moft valuable piece in the whole palace, is' the incomparable 
Madona de la Segiola, or the Virgin Mary in a chair, with Jefus in her 
arms. This is a fmall pidlure, but is efteemed by connoifleurs to be the 
bell in the whole world ; it was paintt d by Raphael. Forty thoufand 
dollars, fome fay fequins, have been offered for it •, but if they were 
dollars only, this piftare mull be worth about nine thoufand pounds 
fberling.. 

There are alfo in this palace many pieces of exquifite workmanfhip in 
the other arts. Such in particular are four beautiful Alto Reliefs in ivory.. 

The firft reprefents the Rape of Venus by Mars. The fubjeft of the 
fecond is the well-known flory of Bacchus and Ariadne. * The fable of 
Ceres looking after her daughter, is reprefented in the third. And in the 
fourth, Silenus is depi^fuied as fitting drunk upon his afs. Here 
are alfo four pieces of admired workmann'>ip in bronze, done by Fagiiri. 

Their fubjpAs are, our Saviour at the well with the Samaritan woman ; the 
Prodigal Son returned to his rather; the appearance of God unto Mofes in 
the burning buflr ; and another piece of Senpture-hiftory which I have now 
forgotten. Thefe, and a thoufand other things, perhaps ftill more curious, 
are to be found in the palace of Pitii.. 

We had the honour of a vifit to-day from the Earl of Northampton, and’ 
another from Sir Horace Man. At night we went to the opera, where we 
were furprized to find the performers in every refpedl greatly inferior to 
thofe at Leghorn. 

In the morning we vifitcd the Earl oi Northampton ; and afterwards went January zy. 
to fee the old palace,, which is juftly efteemed the greateft repofitory in the 

• For this fable of Om, vide Ovid. Faft. lib. 4. 

+. Vcncrat & pando fenior Silerrus afcllo. 

Ovid. Fall. 


world 



[ 4o6 ] 

1759. world of both ancient and modern curiofities. I lhall here, as in my- 3 e- 

^ icription of the new or Pitti palace, only mention fuch pieces of fculptiire 
or painting, as, at the time I viewed them, made on my mindihc-ftrongcft 
impreffions. 

Hercules lifting up Antceus from the earth. * 

A Roman foldier carrying off a Sabine woman by force, and trampling 
the hufband under his feet, f — Thefe two, with another of David, ftand 
in the court of the palace, and all three are larger than life. 

On the floor of the gallery, on one fide, are placed bufts or llatues of 
all the Emperors of jRo»2e, (binding on naarble pedeftals •» and oppofite to 
them are their EmprelTes or wives. The ferics begins with Julius Ctefar in 
bronze, and ends with Conjlantine in marble. They all deferve to be taken 
notice of, either as Angular in their kind, or admirable for the^ excellence of 
their fculpture. In the fame gallery, is a Roman Cenfor in his robes. 

A Morpheus alleep in touch-ftone. .He lies on his back, has wings, and 
holds a bundle of poppy in his hand. 

A Veftal virgin ; her head and fide of the face is hidden by a flowing veil. 
In her right hand (he bears a torch (reprefenting the holy fire) and in her 
left a cup. 

A . Roman Gladiator, admiring his lately gotten prize. This is a nobk 
piece of fculpture. 

A Seneca. 

Jupiter zndi Ganymede. J 

Jupiter and heda. § 

The nine Mufes, 

■Calliope, the Goddefs. of Miific. 

Urania, the Goddefs of Aftronomy. 

A Cbimara in brafs. — It has a Lion’s head, a Goat’s back, the hinder 
parts are thofe of a Dragon, and on its feet are Eagk’s claws. 


* Proptniut has taken notice of this very llatae. 


— — luflantum in.pulvere Cgna 
Herculit Antxique. 


Lib. iii. Eleg. xxH. 


" I et raptas fine more Sabinas 
Conceflii cavea;, magnis-Circenfibas aflis, 

Addiderat.— — — Viac. .dEneid. lib. viii. 


Intexufque puer frondofa regius Ida 
Velocis jaculo cervos curfuque fatigat 
Acer, anhelanti .fimilis ; quern pnepes ab Ida 
Sublimem pedibus rapuit Jovis armiger uncis. 

Viao. .£neid. lib. v. 

^ Dat mihi Leda Jovem cycno decepta parentem, 

Qux falfam gtemio credula fovii avem. 

Ovio. Epifi. xvii. 


Cajior 
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€afii}r and FoUux-.- Thiey are joined at their breafts, denoting the brotherly 
levc that was betweenr them. 

A his two Sons.— This is in bronze •, a "very large and fine 

piece of fculptare, and copied from the original • ftatue that ibaads in the 
Behidfra at Rome. • 

Apollo Marfias., who is tied by his hands to a tree, for pretending 

to rival the God in Mufu . j* 

The famous wild Boar. 

The God Pan^ in porphyry, j: 

A Narci£us, admiring his own fhadow. § 

An Mfculapius^^oinzmg with the fore-finger of one hand, and holding': 
a bundle of herbs in the other. 

K^ntiSf with Cupid in her lap. 

A ftatue of an Etrufean Nobleman, commonly miftaken for It is 

in bronze, and has fome charafters that fpeak it to be 7‘ufcan. 

Annins Vmis., the Son of Marcus Aurelius. He died at fix years of‘ 
age. 

A Mars. — K Mercury. Bacchus. 

♦ iminmCs orbibus anguea 

Incumbunt pelago, pariterque at Httora tendunt. 

Laocoonta petunt : & primam parva duorum 
Corpora nacorum ferpens amplexus utcrque 
Implkat, Sc miferos morfu depafeitur artus* 

Poll ipruni, auxilio fubeuntem ac telaferentem 
Corripiunt, fpirifqae ligaiK ingentibus : & jam 
Bis medium amplexi, bis collo fquamea circum 
Terga dati, fuperant capite & cervicibus altis. 
llle iimul manibus tendic divellere nodos, 

Perfufus fanie vittas atroque veneno : 

Clamores fimul honrendos ad fidera tolllt. 

ViRG. -®neid, lib. ii, 

f Quern Tritoniaca latoiis arundine vi£lum 
AfFecit pcena— — 

Clamanti cutis eit fummos derepta per artust 

Nec quicquam, nifi vulnus, erat. Cruor undique manit, 

Detcdtique patent nervi ; trepidasque fine ulla 

Pelle micant ven'.e. Ovio. Metan; lib. vi, 

J Pana Deum pccotis vetcres colaiffe feruntur 
Arcades. Arcadiis plurimus illejugis. 

Oviu. Fall. lib. ii, 

§ '- - ivifae correptus imagine forms» 

Rem fine corpora anjat— • 

Aditupet ipfe fibii vul tuque immotus eodem 
Haeret— 

Spedtat inexpleto mendacem lumine formam ; 

Perque oculos perit ipTe fuos. 

Ovio« Metaxn* lib. ili. 
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An Alexander., looking upwards, with an air of grief or pain in his coun- 
tenance. Mr. Addifon fuppofes, that the fculptor had in his thoughts the 
conqueror’s weeping for new worlds ; hut others think, t^t he is here 
reprefented. as recovering from a grievous blow which he had juft before 
received. 

The Judgment of Paris. — The ftatues of Juno., Venus, and Pallas, are 
placed near him, and are lb difpofcd, that Paris who has the apple in his 
hand, is made to give the preference to Ventis, by fixing his eyes upon 
her *. 

A Minerva. — A Flora. 

An Afollo, with a bow on his fboulders -f-. 

A Prometheus'!^. 

An Endymion, gazing attentively on the moon §, 

A drunken Bacchus, with a cup in his hand, done by Michael Angelo, 
This is the only finilhed piece of his in the whole gallery •, and here be 
exerted, all his powers, to convince the world that the abilities of men in 
his age, fell not fhort of thofe of the ancients. We were defired to obferve, 
that one of the arms of this ftatue was joined by a cement to the trunk ; 
and were told, that Angelo himlelf had purpofely broken it off, as foon as 
he had finilhed his work, and after fecretly burying the remaining part of 
the fiatue under ground, where he fuffered it to lie for fome time, he then 
caufed it to be dug up as though by accident, and fent it to the pope’s court, 
where it met with univerfal admiration, as a moft finilhed, piece of antiquity. 
Angelo was foon afterwards fent for to Rome, to partake of the general 
fatisfaftion which this new difeovery had created, and after he had fuffici- 
ently diverted himfelf with the ignorance of thefe pretended antiquarians, 
he at length thought fit to clear up the whole affair, by producing the 
arm. Other writers have indeed related the fame ftory concerning a 
Cupid. 


* At Venus hoc pafta eft : & in altae vallibus idae 
Tres tibi fc nudas exhH)ucrc Deae ; 

Unaque cum regnum, belli daret altera laudem 5 
Tyndaridob conjuXi tertia dixit eris. 

Ovid. Epift. xvii. 


•j- Nunquam humeris poftturus arcum 
Delius & Patareus Apollo. 

Hokat* Carm. iv. lib. iii. 

^ — pDr tota novel* cui jugera corpus 
Porrigitur, roftroque immaais vultur obunco 
Inimortale jecur tondens, f'ecuudaquc pcenis 
Vifeera, rlmatur^ue epulis, habitatque Tub alto 
Pc£lore : nec fibns requies datur ullu renatis. 

ViRG. JEntid, lib. vi. 


S Latmius Endymion non eft tibi, Luaa, rubori. 

Ovid. Artis Amau lib. iii. 


Here 
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, Here ue l^eral /Cthef ftatiies begun by Michael Angelo^ but never 
iinifhcd i particularly oiie of the younger Brutus., on which is inferibed a 
Latin verfe, m excufe for the fculptor’s not going through with his work. 

The real'on affigned, is Brutus'^ crime in murdering his friend and benefaftor 
Julius Cafar ; but the true reafon why this, and the feveral other ftatues 
by Michael Angelo were not finiflied, probably was, becaufe he was called 
oif from time to time by his matters, the pope.s, who fee him about other 
performances. The laft ftatue I ftiall take notice of in this gallery, is a 
very tine one of Bernini’s mittrefs, done by himfelf ; in which he has Iseen fo 
exad as to thew a fmall fear in her face, occafioned by a fcratch he gave 
her at a game of romps. Two magnificent marble pillars ttand at the end 
of the gallery, on which feveral Roman arms and implements of war are 
curioufly wrought. 

At our return to our lodgings, vVe had the pleafure to find Mr. Notting- 
ham there, who was juft arrived from Leghorn. 

This morning we made a fecond vifit to the old palace, and were Ihewn January 28, 
the feveral chambers of curiofities, that ttand on the fide of it. The 
firft chamber, which is about forty feet fquare, and of a good height, has 
its walls decorated with portraits of the great matters in painting, each of 
whom drew bis own pidlure, and lent it to this collection. The lecond, is 
almoft full of fine old china, and has a large touchftone table, cu- 
rioufly inlaid with oriental ftones of different kinds and colours. I'he 
third is made up of different relicks of antiquity, dug our of the ruins 
of Rome. In the fourth, you are fliewn a xorona muralis, and a corona 
radialis with only eight Ipikes. yix. Addifon very juftly obferves, that the 
ufual number was twelve, and quotes the following lines from Virgil to 
prove it : 

ingenti mole Latinus 

Quadrijugo vchitur curru ; cui tem[)ora circuni 
Aurati bis fex radii fulgentia cingunt. 

Here alfo I had the pleafure of feeing an ancient Mgyptian Sijlrum *. — ■ 

This, and the two foregoing articles are of brafs. The fifth chamber, is an 
octagon i where I could not but take particular notice of two young 
Morpheus's in white marble, as it ferves to invalidate an obfervation of Mr. 

Addifon's, who feems to intimate that the God of fleep was never reprel'entcd 



* Regioa in mediis patrio vocat Agmina Siflro. 


Siflra ?- 


quid nunc /Bgyptia proAint 


ViKG. ./£neid. lib. ix. 


Ovid. Amorun), lib. iu. 


G g g 
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•759* ^^y 0^ ancient fculptors, but in black marble. Here was alfb the 

famous ftatue of the Roman Have, liftning, and whetting- hi^^knife, which 
is held in high eftimation. 

Jpollo and five other deities in bronze, by John of Bologna. 

A Venus in porphyry. 

A large fawn in marble. 

Another fine marble ftatue of what is called the “ two wreftlers.” 

An Hermaphrodite lying afleep on its fide, but in fuch a manner as 
partly difeover the male parts. The large breafts and hips declare alfo its 
feminine participation. — This ftatue was made after that celebrated one in 
the Villa Borghefe. 

A Priapus\ four feet in length, and three feetone inch in circumference. 
Around this ftrange and obfeene figure, the twelve conftellations are 
reprefented. 

A Roman conful fitting. — This is the ftatue taken notice of by Mr. 
Addifon, as having the large ring upon his finger j which, he tells you,- 
reminded him of Juvenal's expreflion “ majoris pondera gemmai.” 

A Jupiter tonans. 

A bull of Euripides, the famous Greek tragic poet. 

Three marble bufts of Homer, found in Leghorn road. 

A fatyr, by Michael Angelo, not quite finifhed. 

Three pretty babes afleep, and refting their heads upon one another. 

Over the door is a moft excellent bull of Oliver Cromwell^' in plaifter of- 
Baris from which many, copies have been taken. 

Another very remarkable ftatue in this colledion, is the juftly celebrated 
Venus of Mcdicis, fo called from its being in the poflfeflion of that family, 
of whofe incomparable beauty of ftiape, air, and pofture, fo much has been 
faid by all travellers. She is here (tiled “ Venus ViSlrix," to diftinguiflit 
her from two other Venus's, which (tand near her. One of thefe is called 
“ Venus marina," the other '■'■Venus ccclejlis " and both have a covering, 
round the waift : the firft is quite naked* 

In this room you are allb (hewn a great variety of excellent paintings : 
fuch as John the Baptijl, by Raphael-, he has a tyger’s (kin about the 
waift, and Is fuppofed to be in the wildernefs j he is painted very young, 
not more than fixteen or feventeen years of age.— Lord Southwell, and Martin.. 
Luther, by Holbein. 

Two much admired paintings by 'Titian. One of them is a portrait of 
his own wife, whom he has drawn at full length, lying on a bed, and as 
naked as (he came into the world. The other,, is of a .moft beautiful girl, 
a favourite miftrefs of a great duke, who is alfo painted quite naked. The 
portrait of ^Tf/raw’s wife (eems to be alive, and is as fini(hed a piece of the 
painter’s art, as the Venus of Medicis'is of the fculptor’s. — Many copies both 
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of the ftatue and pifture are to be feen in private families, efpeciallyin 1759.' 
thofe apartments where company is generally entertained. 

Three excellent night-pieces by Schalkin : and a fourth by Francis Douven 
a Palatine. — A nurfe teaching a child to read by candle-light, a friar Hands 
behind them, warming his hands at the fire : the light of the fire ftriking 
upon the perfon of the friar, is admirably well executed, as is alfo that of 
the candle on the nurfe and child. 

The laft curiofity that was (hewn us in this oftagon room, was Cardinal 
Leopold’s cabinet of female beauties in miniature, done by the beft 
painters of the age he lived in. The cabinet has fixty drawers, with feven 
hundred pidlures in each, all fet in filver. 

There are three or four other large chambers which are adorned with 
cabinets, tables and other pieces, inlaid with ebony, ivory, wax, lapis 
lazuli, amber, agate, and precious ftones, but as all voyage writers and 
authors of travels are full of thefe, I fhall pafs them by, taking notice only 
of four or five paintings which are exquifitely fine. 

John Baptift's head in a charger, by Caracci. 

Mars and Venus, by Rubens. 

Charles the fifth, emperor of Germany, and an Italian lady, by Vmdyke. 

Adam and Eve, by Albert Durer. 

Over the door of one of thefe chambers, are the portraits of the great 
Duke of Marlborough, Prince Rupert, and Lord OJfory, done by our country 
man Sir Peter Lilly. 

In the afternoon we went to the baptiftry, which is an oftagon, and was 
once a temple dedicated to the god Mars. It has three brals gates *, one 
of them was the work of Ghiberti, a Florentine, with many feripture ftories 
in Bajfo Relievo. The famous Michael Angelo, was fo ftruck with its beau- 
ties, that he pronounced it worthy of being one of the gates of Heaven. The 
other two are alfo very handfome,' but greatly inferior to the former.— We 
then drove to the Doma church, which is a large Gothic cathedral. The 
Rotunda was the firft of its kind, and fo much admired by Michael Angeloy 
that he in part took from it the model of St. Peter’s at Rome. In this 
church, a Johannes Acutus (as he is called) is painted in Frefco, on horfe- 
back. He was an Englijhman in the Florentine fervice, and behaved very 
bravely. His proper name according to fome was Hacluit, by others, Sharp, ■ 
which the Italians rendered into Latin by the word Acutus. 

We next vifited the Annunciata, a very neat church, with a gilded roof, 
and many fine paintings. The Madona del Sacca here is much admired. 

We then repaired to St. Croce, a Gothic pile of building •, the mod remark- 
able things in it, are two fuperb monuments, one of them was crefted to 

G g g 2 the 



[ 412 ] 


1 "59' memory of Michael Angelo^ and has three ornamental ftatues about ir, 

done by three of his fcholars, reprefenting painting, fculpture, and archi- 
tefture. The otlicr is oppofite ro tr, and was defigned for Galileo the 
famous gconictrician and philofo}>her. • 


Monday, 
January 29. 


We went tliis morning to the famous chapel of St. Laarevet, which was 
begun an hundred and fifty years ago, and yet remains unfinilhed ; nor is 
it probable that it ever will be compleated. This is the burial-place of the 
great dukes of the family of Mcd'uis. Adjoining, is a prodigious large 
otflagon building, wjth an high dome, which is looked upon as the greateft 
defign now in the tyorld. Each fide of the odtagon has a moft magnifi- 
cent tomb or monument, wjth pilafters of the Corinthian and compofitc 
orders, and ornamented in the moft elegant manner with the arms of 
the family, curioully wrought in a great variety of marbles ; whofe 
fine colours, exquifite polilhings, and nice difpofitions, intermixed wirh 
oriental ftones and ores, would make one fufpeiit the whole to be the work 
of fome gi'cat mafter in painting. This building is finilhed from the ground 
to the upper part of the odagon, and beginning of the dome ; the fcaf- 
folding is ftill ftanding, but no workmen have been employed for thirteen 
years. 


We were then ftiewn the library, fo much celebrated for its large and 
valuable colleftion of manuferipts, in the Greek., Latin, and other dead 
languages. There is one of Virgil, written in the fourth century in the 
whole, there are at leaft three thoufand volumes all written on vellum, and 
m the moft elegant charaefters. 

Our party had this day the honour of dining with Sir Horace Man ; and 
were lo fortunate as to meet there, the Earl of Northampton, and his gover- 
nor, with Mr. Anderfon, Mr. JVyte, and Mr. Henry, all Englijh gentlemen 
on their travels. — Our converfation turned chiefly on the glorious and un- 
interrupted feries of fuccefs, which had lately attended the Britijh arms in 
all parts of the world. A theme of this kind could not fail of affording 
a peculiar latisfaflii a to a company of Englijhmen, thus accidentally met 
together in a foreign land ; but more particularly to me, who after fo long 
and painful an abfence, was once more going to be made happy in a fight 
ot my native country, and at a time too when her reputation was about to 
be raifed higher, than ever before, in the annals of Great-Britain. 

Mr. Nottingham being obliged to fet out from hence this day on his 
return to England, I refolved to accompany him ; and about eleven o’clock 
in^^" morning, (having previoufly taken leave of all our countrymen in 
general, and of our friends Meflxs. Gregory and Bayley in particular) we 
left Florence, and after a very troublcfome and dangerous journey of two 
days over iht Apennine mountains, we arrived at the gates of Bologna. The 
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extreme ruggednefs and difficulty of the roads, often put us in mind of the *759* 
following lines in Silius Ttalicus-, v 

“ Qiioque magis fubiere jugo, atque evadere nili 
“* Erexere gradum, crefcit labor, ardua fupnV 
“ Sefe aperit fclTis, & nalcicur altera moles.” 

The -city of Rologna^ for extent, and the number of inliabitants, and the Bologna. 
importance of its trade, is the principal next to Rome, in ail the ecclefi.* 
aftical date. It aboun:is in magnificent buildings, and is likewife famous 
for the numerous co'leftion of excellent paintings, niaftcr pieces of art, 
which arc to be feen in it but the emotions which were then felt by my 
companion and me for fpeedily getting home, were fo powerful, that we 
were obliged to deny ouri'clves the fatisfadion and pleafure of feading out- 
eyes with them. 

ThQ Bolognefe women of fadiion wear a veil or mantle of black filk over 
their heads and dioulders, which comes down before as low as their waith 
'I'hcy make ufe alfo of a black fdk apron, a petcic-oat of the fame colour, 
and a jacket of cloth, with open fleeves, winch arc turned back on the 
arm, and laced. They wear no caps, their hair is braided, and being 
circularly placed on the crown of the head, is faftened v.ith long needles 
or pins dudded with gold. But the molt prevailing fadnon among them 
is the wearing gold car-rings •, and in the winter months they never fail to 
preferve their hands from the cold by a little mud'. The country girls 
are not fo fair here, or fo prettily featured as thofe of Tufcany, though their 
drefs appeared to be much the fame. They have a bodice, and over it a 
diort jacket either of coarfe duff ot cloth. A white handkerchief covers 
the breads, and another is pinned clofe on the top of the head, and loofely 
under the chin. Some of tliem wear dices, others none t the few that do 
have a pair of red or green worded dockings, and one and all ape their 
fuperiors in wearing either gold or brafs ear-rings. To their honour how- 
ever be it fpoken, the fame fpirit of indudry prevails among thefe, as 
does among the pretty female pcafants in 1’ufcany. 

We left Bologna at half pad feven this morning, and went on through February t, 
Bevia, which is a handfome country town, with lioufes built on wooden Pcvi.*.. 
pillars or arches. The roads hereabouts arc very bad f:)r travellers, running 
through a fat and dirty foil. 'I'he country however is very pleaf.int, culti- 
vated to the bed advantage, and extremely well laid out in vineyards. The 
vinesi here, as in Tujcany, are fujiported from tree to tree *, and both the 
ftandards and vines are nicely trimmed, and uniformly planted, for many 
miles together. 

— adulta vitium propagine 

. Ahas mariut populos, 

Horat. Hpodon. lib. ode ed. 

The 
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*759* lumber carriages in this country arc drawn by three, four, and 

> fometimes five pair of yoke oxen. An iron ring or two loofly hung to a 
pillar of the fame metal, which Hands on the pole between each yokj, 
ferves all the purpofes of bells j for thefe rings, by the motion of jhe car- 
riage, are made to fall on and off the pillars, whereby a found, fomewhat 
refembling that of a bell, is happily produced. 

St. Carlo. At a quarter paft three in the afternoon, we arrived at St. Carlo, having 
gone over an ugly, long caufeway, by the fide of the little Rhine *, which 
river lofcs itfelf in a marfli near St. Carlo. The edges of the marlh 
are full of willow-trees and (hrubs, and according to the beft intelligence 
we could pick up, thefe fwamps continue quite to the fea, by Ravenna. 
The banks of this river are every where, pleafantly (haded with the willow, 
and other trees •, but lo narrow, that we were feveral times apprehenfive of 
falling into the river. 

Ferrara. At half after five we reached the gates of Ferrara: a city but poorly 
walled, and at prefent in almoft a defcncelefs ftaie. The ramparts indeed 
are fo exten five, that even in its beft elfate, it mult have required a whole 
army to defend it. The ftreets are regular, and the houfes fo handfome, 
that they may with great propriety be (tiled palaces, being built of marble, 
and in an elegant tafte. The convents and churches are alfo very mag- 
nificent. We were obliged to put up at the poft-houfe, where we had 
the word attendance in the world, but were made to pay molt extravagantly 
for every thing we called for. The fervants here, and in almoft every other 
public houfe between this and Pija, are down-right thieves ; we have been 
pillaged by them already no lefs than four times, though we always endea- 
voured to keep a good look out. 

February 2 . At a quarter paft fcvcn this morning, we left Ferrara, and prefently 
after, the horfes that drew my chaile (which was built on purpofe for me at 
Leghorn, ftrong and well fitted for the Italian and German roads) fell down 
in a boggy road, and in my endeavouring to get clear of the carriage and 
(lough, I had the misfortune to fprain my back. A full hour paflTed away 

Ponte de la before the horfes and chaife could be gotten out again. — We afterwards 

Slvro. went by a town, called Ponte de laScuro. The famous river Po, or Eridanus, 
runs by it, and is here about half a mile broad -f . 

I obferved 


-Parvique Bononia Rheni. Silius Ital. lib. 8. 

i The ancient poets arc full of deferiptions of this river. in his lirft Georgic^ ftiles 

A ** flu^viorum Rex Eridanus and in his fourth, he fpeaks thus of its importance : 

** Eridanus, quo non alius per pinguia culta 
“ In mare purpurcum violentior afHuit amnis.” 

Ovid too has made it famous by throwing his Rhaeton into it. 

“ Quern procul a patria diverfo maximus orbe 
Excipii Eridanus, fpumantiaque abluit oisu^' 


And 
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r obferved many wooden mills upon this river, raifed on boats, which 1759. 
are tied to each other, and fattened to ftakes, near the ftiorc. We often 
faw three, four, and five in a row together. They are worked by the 
ftream of the Poy which here runs at the rate of four miles an hour, and is 
navigable from Ponte de la Scuro quite to Venice. We travelled feveral miles 
to-day on its high artificial banks, which on both fides of the river are 
railed twenty or thirty feet above the level of the country, and were in- 
tended to be broad enough for two carriages to pafs each other. 

At ten o’clock we croflcd a branch of the Po in a ferry-boat, and in 
about two hours after, arrived at another branch of it called Canale Bianco^ 
over which we patted alfo in the fame manner. About two miles on the 
other fide of this river, the ecclefiaftical territories end, and thofe of the 
Venetian ttate begin. At five we arrived at Rouvigo, having travelled only Rouvico. 
twenty-five miles the whole day, owing to the deep and fwampy roads we 
went thr9ugh. We here met with a clean houfe, and a very neat and 
obliging hoftefs. 

We left Rtmvigo a little before feven in the morning, and were obliged February 3- 
to make ufe ot four horfes to each chaife, and likewife to pay for a poft ex- 
traordinary, on account of the common road being at prefent overflown. 

For feveral miles we met with a great deal of trouble, being obliged fre- 
quently to get out of our carriages, to prevent our being faft in the mire. 

At eight we reached a ferry on the river Adige, which is navigable up to 
Verona -f" i and by ren had almoft got clear of the overflown, marfhy coun- 
try, which had qccafioned us fo much fatigue. 

In going through one of the grape plantations, I obferved an image of the 
Virgin Mary fixed in a box, and nailed to one of the trees that fupported 
the vines. She is looked upon it feems as the proteettrefs of vineyards, and 
is therefore always lionoured with a falute by every devout Roman Catholic 
traveller. 

And Claudian has given the following pompous defeription of this river, 

— Ille caput placidis fublimc fluentis 
Extulit, et totis lucem Ipargentia ripis 
A urea roranri micuerunt cornua vultu. 

Non illi madidum vulgaris arundine crinem • 

Velat honos ; rami caput umbravere virentes 
ffeliadum, totifquc Huunt ciedra capillis. 

Pa]|a tegit lacos humeros, curruque paterno 
Intcxus Phaeton giaucos incendit amidus : 

Pultaque fub gremio coelatis nobilis altris 
iEtherium probac uma decas/’ &c. &c. 

Claudian dc fexto Conf. Honorii. 


f Vcfopa Athcfi tircwnfluE. 

SlLlVI lTAl.ICVt> Ubn^, 


At 
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1759. At eleven we pafled over the little river Cordm^ by the help of a wooden 

' — /-—J bridge, built on piles ■, and in a quarter of an hour after, we reached 
rif»fio»Mjage. pij'afio, having but fix miles to Montfelice, A little before one o’clock we 
reached Montfelice^ which is fituated ac the foot of a mountain, has an old 
wall, a gateway, and a worn-out v/ooden gate. On the top of the moun- 
tain, an ancient fort once flood, but it is now converted Into a church. 
Oppofite to this there is another hill ftill higher, called Monte Rocca., 
which has a convent upon it. 

M:>ktse' Great part of the road between Montfelice and Padua runs along a nar- 
row, artificial caufeway, and fo nigh to the river /fm*/ or Brent a, that we 
ciiol'e rather to quit our carriages, and walk fcveral miles on foot, than 
run the rifk of being overturned in fo dangerous a place. As we drew 
near to Padua, we met a great number of country- people returning from 
the market of that city. VVe obferved that their oxen were drefled out 
with ribbons, bells, &c. — They had alfo fheep, hogs, and poultry in great 
abundance with them. 

The Venetian country women wear their hair plaited, and in general 
have nothing upon their heads but a firaw-har, with the edge turned a 
little up : with this hat they falute after the manner of men. 'I'he women 
in the towns, drefs much in the fame way as thofe at Bologna. There is a 
particularity in this country, which I never obferved any where elfe, every 
poft-chaife driver has always a dog to attend him. Thefc little animals are 
of great ufe to their owners, as they never fail, at the proper fignals being 
made, to bark at the horfes, and by that means to pufh them forwards, as 
cft’edlually, as if the rider had given them the fpur. 

Vaduv We reached Padua before the gates were fhut, and entring the city at 
that part of it called the Holy Crofs, paffed by the church of St. JuJUna, 
which at a diflance makes a moft noble appearance, but upon coming 
near, you prefently difeover that the original ftone-work has been patch- 
ed with rough brick, which gives a flaocking deformity to the whole 
building. This edifice is remarkable for having fix rotundas or cupolas, 
and is built in the form of a latin crofs : it was defigned by Palladio, and 
is univerfally held in great efteem as a mafler-piece of art. Like all other 
Popifi churches, it is adorned with a variety of piftures ; but the chief 01- 
nament of this kind, is the martyrdom of the faint, which was done by Paul 
Veronefe, and is hung up over the high altar. Padua, though a famous city 
and univerfity, is neither fo well built nor paved as that of Bologna. The 
houfes in general are old-fafliioned, and the ftones ufed in the pavements are 
much too large. The walls alfo are built of brick, which gives them an 
odd appearance. * 

This 

* Mr. AJdifon fays, that in the town-hall of Padua, there (lands a (lone fuperferibed, 
“ Lap! nuyirii.” Any debtor that will (wear Jiiwfelf not worth five pounds, and is fet by 

the 
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This morning we hired a'boat for two fequins and an half (about 25 fliil- 1759. 
lings) to carry us down the Brent to Venice. If we approve of it, he is to 
continue at Venice., and bring us back to Padua, for an equal fum. The boat 
is called a Centaur, has a very commodious and large cabbin, and is drawn by 
a horfe on the bank. We got to Venice at five o’clock in the evening, and Vehick, 
went in mafques to the opera. 

the bailiffs thrice with his bare buttocks on this (lone in a full hall, clears himfelf of any far- 
ther profecution from his creditors. Addison’s Travels^ page 55.— This cuftom has been dif- 
continued however many years. 


H h h 
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CHAP. IX. 


Pefcription of Venice. — Journey from thence to Vicenza, Verona, Borgetto, 
Trent and Infpruck. — Defcription of the city of Infpruck. — Occurrences 
from thence to Auglbiirgh and Franckfort. — Pajfage down the Rhine to Co- 
logne. — Journey from that city to Cleves and Nimeguen ; and pajfage after- 
wards to Rotterdam and Helvoetfluys. — Arrival in England. 


T his morning we waited upon Mr. Murray the Englijh refident, and 
Mr. Smith the conful. We afterwards went to fee the famous bridge 
of the Rialto, and St. Mark's fquare and church. In the evening we vifitcd 
another church called St. George the major, wherein is a much admired pic- 
ture of the wedding feaft, by Paul Veronefe. 

“ Venice (according to Mr. Addifon) has feveral particulars, which arc no; ’ 
to be found in other cities, and is therefore very entertaining to a traveller. 
It looks, at a diftance, like a great town half floated by a deluge. There 
are canals every where crolTing it, fo that one may go to moft houfes either 
by land or water. The ftreets are generally paved with brick or freeftone, 
and always kept very clean, for there is no carriage, fo much as a chair that 
paffes through them. There is an innumerable multitude of bridges, all of 
a Angle arch, and many noble palaces. Their furniture is not commonly 
very rich, if we except the pictures, which are here in greater plenty than 
in any other place in Europe, from the hands of the beft mailers of the 
Lombard ichoo\, zs Titian, Paul Veronefe, and Tintoret. The rooms arc ge- 
nerally hung with gilt leather, which they cover on extraordinary occafions 
with tapiftry, and hangings of greater value. The flooring is a kind of red 
plaifter, made of brick ground to powder, and afterwards worked into - 
mortar. It is rubbed with oil, and makes a fmooth, Ihining, and beautiful 
furface. The particular palaces, churches, and piftures of Venice, are enu- 
merated in feveral little books that may be bought in the place, and have, 
been faithfully tranferibed by many voyage writers.” • 



Addtjah Travels, page 59. 


We 
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We were employed this morning in taking a view of the arfenal, which 1759. 
has a line drawn round it of about three miles. Three thoufand artiRcers / 

and labourers in the feveral naval branches, are conftantly employed here. February 6. 
The expence to the ftatc, upon this account, amounts to about fix thou- 
fand ducats weekly. It is upon the whole, a neat and compaft dock- 
yard, the whole navy of the republic, confifting of twenty-four (hips of 
the firft rate, which carry eighty guns each, and twenty-five galeafles, being 
kept herein. They all lie under cover, are finifhed to the upper deck •, 
and we were told, that in the fpace of two years, they could ^ all fitted 
out, and fent to fea. The maft-yard, rope-walk, fail-lofts, fmith-fliops, 
founderics, and magazines of every kind are upon this fpot ; and as far as 
we could obferve, every thing feemed to be ready at hand, and in cxa< 5 l 
order. We walked through that part of the arfenal where the fmall arms 
are laid, and faw the complete fuits of armour which the greateft captains 
belonging to the republic formerly wore. Thcfe are hung up as precious 
rclicks j and are held in great veneration by the prefent race of Venetians. 

We were afterwards fhewn the famous Bucentaur Galley^ which has two 
decks, and is truly a fine fight. It is decorated with a great variety of 
curious carved work, reprefenting the different feafons, the arts and fciences, 
juitice, charity, prudence, patience, and other virtues. The bare gilding 
of this veflel coft 12000 ducats of gold, which in our money amount to 
near fix thoufand pounds. The Bucentaur is kept merely for fliew, being 
leldom if ever ufed, but on the day of our Lord’s Afeenfion, the anniver- 
fary of the Doge's marriage with the fea. 

After taking our leave of the arfenal, we went to fee the church belong- 
ing to the bare-footed Carmelites^ which is gay, handfome ftruflure, and 
has an altar-piece truly majeftic. This church was defigned by the fame 
artift who built that belonging to the Jefuits ; and what is very remarkable 
in a place fo confined as Venice., has a good and Ipacious garden adjoining 
to it. One of the brethren who Ihewed us the church, refufed to take the 
money we offered him for his trouble. — A very extraordinary oircumftance 
this, and worthy to be noted ! 

We had the honour to dine this day with Lady Wentworth and her huf- 
band ; Mr. Murray, Mr, Bridges an Englijh gentleman on his travels, and 
Mr. Ducket fecretary to Mr. Murray, made up the reft of the company. 

We had before been favoured with complimentary cards from Lord Bru~ 
denel fon of the earl of Cardigan, Mr. Conful Smith, Meftrs. Lyte, Frazier, 

Vdney, and Seignior Sebajiian Battagio. This laft gentleman is the fame per- 
fon who was mentioned in my friend Mr, Doidgds letter. He tendered his 
beft fervices, and told me, that he had received a private letter of recom- 
mendation from Mr. SnUtb of Aleppo in favour of Mr, Doidge '4ad me, with 
credit for whatever cafh we might ftand in need of. This was the more 

H h h 2 kind 
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*759» kind in Mr. Smith, as Tie had done it without giving us the leaft intimation 
of his friendly intentions. 

In the evening we went in mafqucs to the Ridotto, or public gaming- 
houfe, which is here eftablifhed by authority. In it are ieveral apartments ; 
and in each apartment gaming-tables, loaded with either gold or filver. At 
each bank, fits a Venetian fenator unmafked, and arrayed in his icarlet robes. 
To him the adventurer repairs, trys his fortune at the game of Bajfet, and 
very often, in a few minutes is totally ruined. There is fomething truly 
diabolical in thefe feenes. The mafques are commonly drelTed in black i 
the rooms though large, are but dimly lighted j fome people you fee pen- 
lively fitting, others gravely ftalking along, or defperately gaming. And 
all the while fo profound a filence is kept, that fcarce a ligh or whifper 
is ever to be heard. I left this place with abhorrence, being lenfibly ftruck 
with the proftitution of magiftracy, the encouragement of vice, and the 
ruin of families ! 

From hence we went to the Buffo, or comic opera, and were drolly enter- 
tained : then we adjourned to a grand Fejiino or ball, given by a Venetian 
nobleman of the Veniero family, in his own palace, upon his being lately 
cleAed Procurator. This feltival continues three days and three nights. 
The magnificence and brilliancy of the prefent, is faid to equal any that has 
ever preceded it. Every apartment in the palace, intended for the reception 
of company, is illuminated with avail number of wax-candles, placed in filver- 
branches, or glafs-girandoles, finely cut ; and h.is a band ot mufick in it, 
confiding of at lead twenty -hands. Only the native nobility, and genrle- 
men-foreigners of diderent nations who happen to be at Venice, are ever 
admitted to thefe fedivals ; for which purpole a detachment of foldiers is 
placed at the entrance of each paflage to the feveral apartments, to prevent 
any improper perfon from going in. All who pais by the foldiers are 
obliged to unmalk, unlefs it be tliofe who are accompanied by fome foreign 
minider, or by one of his houfehold. This happened to be our cafe •, 
Mr. Ducket having been fo obliging as to take us with him. He there- 
fore, of our whole company, was the only perfon who found it necelfary to 
unmafk, and acquaint the guard, that we were “ Englijh Gentlemen.” 

In the feveral chambers of this palace, the greated profufion of codly 
jewels were difplayed by the noble Venetian ladies ; they were all drelTed 
cither in black filks, or black velvet, except the lately cledled Procurators 
wife, who upon this particular occalion, is allowed to appear in colours, 
with the foreign princefles, the nieces or other near relations of the 
Pope, and ’the ladies of public miniders. Every woman’s hair was ex- 
tremely powdered, and drelTed either in the French or Englijh talle, and be- 
fides the abundance of codly brilliants, rubies, &c. with which every part 
of their drefs was ornamented, there was fcarce a finger upon cither of their 

hands 
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fcands but what was loaded with rings of immenfc value. Dancing and 
cards macic up the principal entertainment of the company, though many 
c)l l oth fexts alfo feemed to be happily employed in chit-chat converfation. 
In fome ot the roorr s, the I'everal paities were regaled with tea, coffee, 
cliocolate, fherbet, wineb', &e. ; and in other rooms, were rabies covered 
with the niceft cold-meats of various forts, fuch as j^oulrry, wild fowl, paf- 
tics, cuftards, fweet-meats, fyllabubs, fnow'-balls, jellies, &c. 

The Pope^s Nuficio^ the EngViJJo refident, the French KmbafTador, and the 
reft of the foreign miniflers and their families, and all the people of the firffc 
rank in Venice^ were at this Fejlino : and the whole was fo truly fplendid, fb 
politely, and lo regularly conduced, that I never went away from any cn- 
tertainmen: lo thoroughly delighted. It may not be improper to add, that 
tlie laws of Venice ftriftly forbid any of their nobility holding the leaft con- 
verfaiion with the foreign minifters but upon thefe public occafions, or 
wlc n national affairs are to be agitated between them. A deteftion of a 
breach of thefe laws, h fure to. be puniflied with great rigour and fe- 
verity. 

Mr. Murray the FngU/h refident, is a polite, well-bred, fenfible man: 
Mr. Conlul Smith has behaved with great good-nature towards us, and Mr. 
Ducket has fully anfwered the very amiable character given of him by 
Mr. Doidge. In a word, we have experienced Venice tv try civility, which 
travellers could poffibly wifh for. At Leghorn we got letters of credit and 
recommendation to the Icveral places wc were to pafs through in Italy 
and Germany ; but Mr. Udney or this place has been lb obliging as to give 
us another on Mr. Aman of Augshurgh, 

Both the refident and conful advife us not to be afraid of pafTing through 
Franckfort on the Maine^ though it be now in poffeffion of the French. 
They feem forty that my friend Doidge and his party have taken another 
route from Augshurgh^ as hereby their cxpences and difficulties will be con- 
fidcrably increafed. * 

By the advice of the fame gentlemen, we fupplied ourfclves with a pafs- 
port from the Aujirian Embaffadoi refiding here, as it was apprehended by 
them, that the French would pay but little regard to the one we had before 
gotten from the regency of Florence. T his pafs port from the Aujirian 
Embaffador, coft us four fequins, which was a great impofition in his fc- 
cretary, who was mean enough to declare to our iervants, that we (hould 
not have it for lefs money, becaufe we were FngUJhmen., and confequently 

♦ Mr. Doidge" % paity, intimidated by Franckfort* s being in pofleffion of the French^ quitted 
their intended route, and pafled through Germany by way of Nurembtrg^ Bamberg^ Cohergr^ 
Munungen^ Cajfely pitinjier^ &c. 




2 . 
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1759* were real, though not open and declared enemies of his miftrcfs the Queen 
'■—"'***"* of Hungary, 

February 7. We embarked about nine this morning for Padua, having previoufly 
Padua. taken leave of all our friends at Venice. We got to Padua in nine 
hours, having hired a horfe extraordinary to draw our boat, that w'e might 
arrive there before the gates were (hut. 

February 8. This morning early, while our carriages were getting ready, we paid a 
vifit to the church of St. Anthony, the titular faint of this city. It is a 
very large, and magnificent pile of building, but in the gothic tafte. The 
outfide of it has rather a heavy appearance; within, it is richly adorned 
with grand marble altar-pieces, branches of mafly filver, and many excel- 
lent paintings. The church, which was once dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
befides the tomb of Saint Anthony, has aMb an abundance of other elegant 
marble monuments, and feveral Alto Relievo's, expreflive of the miracles 
wrought by the faint ; of David's playing and dancing before the ark ; of 
Solomon's temple, &c. Here alfo the whole hiftory of Sampfon is to be feen 
in brafs, Bajfo Relievo, finely executed. The pavement of the church is all 
of marble, of difierent colours, well poliflied and cubically lormcd. 

We left Padua about nine o’clock, and palTing through the town of 
Mejlrey, got to Slefica by eleven. We crofled here the river Te/in, formerly 

Vicenza, the lidnus*, by a fmall bridge, and at one o’clock reached Vicenza. We 
found the ftreets of this city narrow, the houfes irregularly built, and 
in an old-fafliioned tafte. A very few indeed which are modern, have a 
handfome appearance. 

Monte- We took frefti horfes at Vicenza for Montebello, where we arrived at a 
BELLO. quarter paft three o’clock, having had a good road all tlie way. At a 
quarter after five, we again changed our horfes at a place called Caldier, and 
Verona, fet out for the city of Verona, which we reached about fix in the even- 
ing. 

• Silius italieui has given the following beautiful defeription of this river. 

“ Cainileas Ticiiius aquas et ftagna vadofa 
" Perfpicuus fervat, turb.'<.ri nulcia, fuudor 
“ Ac niiidiim viriUi iente trahit <tmne liquorem ; 

“ Vix credas labi, ripis tamen niitis opacis 
Argutos inter (volucriim certaiiiina) cantus 
Somniferam ducit lucenti gurgite lympham.” 

How fhall we be able to reconcile the above defeription of this river, with the account 
given us by Dr. Burnit, Mr. /.ildtjun, and others of our modern travellers, who have all lepie- 
lentcd Jt as running with an altonifliing rapidity? The learned bifliop in particular fays, that 
he was carried down this river at the rale of thirty miles an hour, by me help of a Angle 
rower. - •• • 
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Very early this morning, we quitted our beds, and accompanied by ^759^ 

Count Ladovico Lazife, a decayed man ot quality, but a celebrated antlqua ' — » 

nan, went in a hatkney-coach to view the ruins of a Roman triumphal February g. 
arch; before whkh, (lands another of a more modern date, of the doric 
order, done hy J^hael San Miccheli. 1 he pillars of this la(l, arewi hdu: 
either pedeltal or bale, and are made to reft upon rude, large ftones only. 

You fee feme fymbolical figures on the gate, which I could make nothing 
of, but a Iwan and a boar’s head arc very dilcernible. We afterwards 
went to fee St. Bernards chnrth, and its be.iutifu! rotunda chapel, tle- 
figned by the fame San Miccheli. Its pillars are of the fineft marble, of the 
Corinthian ord.er., and held in the higheft ellimation. Some of them arc 
fluted, others fpirally worked, and others beautifully cut into foliages. We 
next took a view of a brick bridge of three arches, which is built over the 
river Adige. The firft of thefe arches mealures 142 Italian feet at the bafe ; 
the fecond 82, and the third 70. This bridge, and an old caftle that (lands 
near it, w’cre both built in the year 1354. The principal arch is reputed 
to be the wideft in the known world, that of the Rialto at Venice making 
only a fpan of 86 feet. 

"We were then (hewn the ruins of the Area built by Vitruvius, A. 

D. 145. This (according to the acoounts given us) was the entrance to 
the fepulchre of the Gavian family. We were afterwards led to the hol’pital 
di Mifericordia, to fee a much admired piece of painting of a Saviour 
juft taken down from the crofs, done by Alexandrim Veronefe. The 
blelTed virgin, wringing her hands, and in an agony of grief, (lands look- 
ing on the bloody corpfc, which is fupported by Ntcodemus- Our Saviour 
is reprefented of a (liorter ftature in this pi< 5 lure, than in any other painting 
I ever faw of him. — ^The laft piece of antiquity we took a view of at 
Verona, was the famous Roman amphitheatre, the infide of which is ftill 
complete, but the outfide-work has lufFered fo much from time and wea- 
ther, that a very fmall part of the old, original wall, is now remaining. 

There are in all three walls, beginning from the ftreet, .and ending at the 
centre or area for the fports. Within thefe walls, are ftages of feats for four 
different ranks of people, and fixty portals for their entrance, it being 
ciiftomary among the Romans for each order or tribe to go up by its own 
refpeftive ftair-cat'e. The Patricians fat on the firft row of feats from the 
area or field of combat, and the Plebeians on the higheft of all. There are 
forty-five of thcle feats, ranged circularly one above another, and will 
hold 22184 perfons. In the fecond wall from the ftreet, are feveral dif- 
tineft apartments for keeping the wild beads, and in the third, or inner 
wall, are twenty eight prifons, four of which are entirely dark. Here the 
malcfaflors were confined, who were fentenced to give diverfion to the 
Roman citizens, by combating the beads. Little channels of water run 
quite through the building, and were undoubtedly defigned to carry off evi.ry 
kind of filth to the common-ftiore. 


At: 
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At ten o’clock in the morning we left Verona, having hired what are here 
called Veturine horfes for the city of Trent. At twelve we pafled over the 
rapid river Adige in a ferry-boat, whole current runs at the rate of feven 
miles an hour*. The roads now begin to bellony and hilly : and that beau- 
tiful country which has been fo diftinguifliable in our whole journey from 
Leghorn, is now putting on a different afpeft, though even here, the vines 
hang like fo many garlands, from tree to tree. We tailed fome excellent 
white wine this day at a little obfcure village, which was the more extra- 
ordinary, as good wines are very fcarce all over Lombardy. 

Chufa pafs. three in the afternoon, we got to the remarkable pafs of Chufa, where 

the road was fo very deep, narrow, and rocky, that we were obliged to get 
out of our carriages, the horfes not being able to draw them over it. At 
this pafs are always kept fome foldiers, whofc afliftance in dragging along 
the chaifes, our poftilions were obliged to purchafe at the expence of ten 
pauls. The charge of our four horfes, of the feveral turnpikes, and of 
getting through this pafs, amounted in the whole to eleven fequins ; five 
and a half of which we depofited before we left Verona, and agreed to pay 
the remainder on our arrival at Trent. 

At half pad fix o’clock, we paded by the boundary done, which divides 
the Venetian date from the bifhopric of Trent. At eight in the evening, we 
reached Borgetto, which is one of the many little towns featcd on this road 
among the Alpine mountains. Here we got a clean room, and fome whole- 
fome food ; were well attended, and (what is dill more extraordinary) our 
bill was very moderate. 

Borgetto. Borgetto lies about twenty miles from Verona-, and through the whole 
journey, a traveller’s mind is very differently amufed and agitated. At one 
time, he is wonderfully druck, and pleafed with the grand and romantic 
feenery that is every where about him. At another time, he is almod 
chilled with horror at the fight of huge precipices of naked rocks hanging 
perpendicular over his head, and feeming ready to fall upon him. To this 
may be added, the extreme narrownefs of the road, and the horrid Gulph 
of fome hundred yards depth, all along on his left, at the bottom of which 
he difeovers the river Adige running with great rapidity, between a double 
range of lharp pointed rocks. It muft not be underftood however, that 
fuch frightful ideas as thefe attend the traveller during the whole of 
this diftance ; for fometimes the eye is entertained with a view of feveral 
ranges of tnountains, covered with trees and pafturage, which form one of 
the mod irregular, and at the fame time one of the moft pleafing feenes in 
the world. 

Fcl iu.'ty 1C. We left Borgetto at feven o’clock in the morning, and having pafled 
through at eleven, Roverido at three (two confiderable poft towns) 

• Claudian calls thi« river, “ Velox Athefis.” 

we 
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we got at fix in the evening fafe to the city of Trent. The fcvcral poft 
towns we paffed through between Verona and this place were as follows. 

IPoft. 

Between thefe two c Valarnia — — — ■ 

is Cbufa pafs C Peri — — — — i 

jld ^ ^ ^ li 

Roverido — — — i 

Trent — • — — It 

6i 


This city, though not very large, is well built. It is fituated in a plea- Tr 
fant plain, and the river Adige runs by it, over which is thrown a wooden 
bridge of eight arches. While our carriages were fitting at 7Vr«/ with an 
additional pair of wheels, I took a coach and vifited St. Simon's tomb, who 
lies buried in a church dedicated to him. I faw the reputed faint’s 
corpfe embalmed, lying on its back in a glafs cabinet, that is lodged 
within the tomb. The room in which the remains are depofited, is hung 
with pidures, badly painted, reprefenting the murder of the faint and his 
two fons*. 


In another church, which we afterwards vifited, we were Ihewn a very 
handfome altar-piece of four fpiral marble pillars j the fquare they form is 
open at the top, and within it the altar is ereded. We were told, that this 
altar-piece is done in imitation of one in St. Peter's at Rome^ which is in 
high eftimation. We now repaired to a third church, much talked of in 
thefe parts for the excellency of its organ. The prieft, at the time we 
entered the church, was faying mafs ; and yet by virtue of a ducat feafon- 
ably prefented to the organift, we were highly entertained by fome mirth- 
ful tunes which he did not fcruple to play at our requeft. The organ, is 
a very good one, and moft elegantly ornamented with five well finifhed, 
gilded, pilafters, which Hand projeding out of a handfome gallery, the 
front of which is embellilhed with fome marble figures in BaJJo Relievo^ 
done by Vincent Vincenti. In this church we were Ihewn a pidure, repre- 
fenting the magiftrates of Trent fitting in council j this pidure they highly 


* This Simon (who is here made a faint of) was, I apprehend, a fovereign prince of the 
Je^vSf and greatly diftinguilhed himfelf in freeing his country from a foreign yoke. He and 
his two fons, Judas and Matiaihias^ were at laft barbaroufly murthered by Ptolemy the fon of 
Abuhusy who having married one of Simonas daughters, and being appointed governor of Jericho 
under him, invited him to a caflle he had built in the neighbourhood, to partake of an 
entertainment he had there provided. Simon and his fons fufpeding no evil from fo near 
a relation, accepted of the invitation, and went thither; but the perfidious wretch hav- 
ing laid a defign for the ufurping of the government ©f hid men in the cafile where 

the entertainment was made, and when nis guefis had well drunk, he brought forth thefe 
murderers upon them, and aflaffinated all three as they were fitting at the banquet. 

See Pndeaux\ Connexion. 
1 i i efteem, 
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1750. efteem, as they do another by Paul Veronefe^ the fubjeft of which is, thir 
blcfleS Virgin and her fon Jtfus attended by angels, who, on their coming- 
down from Heaven, Ihout forth “ Ecce Agnus Dei." 


The commanding officer of the troops \n Trent, ftarted many difficulties 
to us relative to our future journey through Germar^-, and carried them fo* 
far, as to give us great uneafinefs. He even advifed our returning back 
again to leghorn, and taking our paflage from thence in fome flup bound 
to England. In fpite however of every thing he alledged to the contrary, 
we refolved to purfue our plan, and agreeable thereto, this evening about 
five o’clock left Trent, in our way to Infpruck. Betwixt thefe two cities 
arc the following ports. 


From Trent to St. Michael (Welifcbmicht) 
St. Michael to Neumark — 
Neumark to Brandfol 
Brandfol to Bolfang — 

Bolfang to Teutfehen — 

Teutfeben to Colman (a port royal) 
Colman to Brixen (a city) — 
Brixen to Mitlewald — 

Mitlewald to Stertzingen > 
Stertzingen to Brenner — 

Brenner to Stainacb — 
Stainacb to Sebenberg — 

Srhenberg to Infpru^ — 


Poft. Hours. 

— I of 2 

— I — 


— I — 2 

— 1 — 2 

— I — 2 



Total of ports and hours — i3i 29^ 


February II. At Neumark we began to pay forty-five creutzers for each hbrfe (lixty 
make a florin) the fame price was continued all through the Queen of 
Hungary's dominions. On the other fide of the city of Trent, we took 
notice, that both the men and women’s drefles were made in the Italian 
fafhion, but fince we left Trent, the German mode has taken place. The 
male peafants all make ufe of gallowfes to keep up their breeches, and the 
females wear a thick quilted worfted cap upon their heads. They are alfo 
remarkably large and indelicate. 

Monday, Wc flept laft night at (which for a town, is a very good 

Fe ruary 12. morning fet out again on our way for Infpruck. In the road 

between Brixen and Mitlewald, we pafled by an immenle quantity of pine 
trees, many of which being felled, had impregnated the very air with their 
tarry fmell. During this port too, we once more crolTcd the river Adige, 
by a large bridge. Between Stertzingen and Brenner, we parted by the 
higheft of all Alpine mountains we had yet feen in our whole journey *, 

and 
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* and at the foot of it, we loft fight of the river Adige^ which rifcs in fome * 759 * 
other mountains, to the weftwardof our prefcnt road. ^ 

We reached Infpruck aboirt four o’clock in the morning ; where we had the February i j. 
pleafure to reft ourfelves in a bed, for the firft time lince our leaving 

Infpruck is the capital city of 37ro/, and received its name from the river 
Jk», which runs near it. It has a noble caftle or palace, formerly the Insfruck. 
place of refidence of the dukes of the houfe of Aujiria, and a ftatdy cathedral 
where they were buried. The houfes, though built in the German taftc, 
are rather handfome, and the ftrects though narrow, are remarkably well 
paved. For the defence of this city, the inhabitants can place but little 
confidence in the ftrength of its fortifications, which are very trifling ; they 
feem rather to depend on the natural face and faftnefles of the country, which 
indeed form a barrier fo perfectly inaccelTible to any enemy, that even the 
2pc3X GuJlavus Adolphus^ after having over-run with his vidlorious arms the 
other parts of Germany^ could never make any imprefllon upon this part 
of the empire. 


We had fcarcely alighted out of our chaifes here, before we were vifited 
by the governor of two young German noblemen, who propofed to us an 
exchange of carriages 5 and the reafon he gave for it, was, that their own 
were not fo well fitted for the Italian roads, as were ours : wc defired how- 
ever to be excufed from clofing with this gentleman’s propofal. 


At half paft nine, we left Infpruck for Augjhurghy between which two cities 
are the following pofts. 

Poll. Hours. 


From Infpruck to Dorjlenbacb 
Dorftenbach to Payervis 
Pe^ervis to Nazareth 
Nazareth to Heidervang 
Heidervang to Fueffen 
Fuejfen to Saumejter 
Saumefter to Bruch 
Bruch to Dijfen 
Dijfen to Hurlac — 
Hurlac to Augfburgh 



Total of poft and hours — - n 34 


• So pleas’d at firft the towring Alps we try. 

Mount o’er the vales, and feem to touch the fky ; 

The eternal" fnows appear already paft. 

And the firft clouds and mountains feem the laft: 

But thofe attain’d, we tremble to furvey 
The growing labours of the lengthen’d way ; 

Th’ increafing profpeft tires our wand’ring eyes, 

Hills peep o’er hills, and Alps on Alps arife. Pope’s EiTay on Criticifm. 

I i i 2 Between 
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Dorstbn- 

BACH. 


NaZAB-ETH. 


Between Infpruck and Dorftenhdch, we found the road tolerably good, 
although the adjacent Alps were covered with fnow, and the path in moft 
places fu|l of jce. We had fortunately taken care to have pjir horfes 
fhqes well turned up an4 frpfted, which prevented their flippings ^nd made 
lis pafs over this otherwife troublcfomc road with little interruption. We 
had no great rcafon to find fault with the roads between Dorfienbacb and 
Fayervisi m both which places we obferved, that the women wore the 
fame frightful quilted cap, before noticed. Their petticoats were long 
before, but cut remarkably fliort behind. Their ftockings are very thickly 
q”;]red. which occafions the fmail part of their legs to appear monftroufly 
large and clumfy. Theie ftockings tCSCh no farther up than the catf of the 
leg ; fo that whenever the women have occafion lO ftoop forward, the naked 
thigh is almoft entirely expofcd to the view of any pCl'fon who happens to 
ftand behind them. We were obliged to wait at the obiCurs village of 
Payervis^ full two hours, for a rehef of horfesj and arrived at 
village at eight o’clock in the eveshng, 


For the little time we flayed, we were agreeably entertained with a Tirolefe 
dance, by the young people of the place. At the opera at Venice we had 
a fpecimen of this country manner of dancing, whofe greateft peculiarity 
feems to confift in the noife made upon the floor with their wooden fhoes. 
The figure is not much unlike that of our country dances in England. We 
might have had lodgings at the poft-houft lalHazareth^ but chofe to fet oqt 
Heider- Hildervang •, where we arrived at three o’clock in the morning. We 

VANQ. here found, that we were now gotten out of Tirekfey and had entered 
February 14. Swabia. During this laft poft, our paflTport was twice examined, (at Eren- 
berg and Crinberg) two very narrow pafifages between the mountains. We 
found it neceflary to give the corporal or ferjeant who was on guard, a 
little money to buy liquor for him and his party : and indeed we were 
obliged to do tire fame at all places we pafled through in the night, other- 
wife the opening of the gates would have been attended with great lofs of 
time, and other difagreeable circumftances. 


Heidervang is a large village, and can accommodate a traveller with a. 
good bed. The road from this place to Fuejfen, is a very good one, where 
we arrived about eight o’clock in the morning, having firft crofted over the 
Fuessen. river Lecby which is here not very broad. Fuejfen is a large town ; we ftaid 
till nine at the poft-office, and having refrefhed ourfelves, fet off for Sau- 
Saumester. mejier, where we arrived at three quarters paft eleven, over a very bad road.. 

This village is an infignificant one, and aferds but indifferent accommoda- 
tions. The women here, and for fcveral pofts back, wear a long broad 
belt round their waifts, with a ftrap fufpended from it, which reaches 
almoft down to the ground, and to this they tye their keys, knives, fcilTars, 
iAc. The quilted, woollen cap, which has hitherto given us fo much dif- 
tafte, begins now to be no longer in falhion j but a double one made of 

linen 
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Enen has taken place, whofe fliapeis (b very extraordinary, that it is difficult 1759. 
to fay which of thcfe two head drcffes is moft unbecoming. < i-.-* 

We did not get to Bruch till four in the afternoon, the greateft part of Bruch. 
the road being very bad, and extending itfelf through woods of pine trees. 

After waiting there an hour and quarter for frefh horfes, we let out for 
Bijfen, where we arrived at nine o’clock in the evening; and as rlie roads Dissin. 

■were too bad for travelling any farther in the night, we put up at the 

poft-houfe, and were accommodated with fome excellent veal-foup,. and 
tolerable good beds,. 

The road from Bijfen to Hurlac, which was our firft llage this morning, February ij. 
is not bad; It lies partly over a plain or down, and partly through woods. 

We took frelh horfes at Hurlac., and about four o’clock in the afternoon, got Hurlac. 
fefe to Hugfiurgh. 

Augjhurgh li-z. very large and handfotnc city, the metropolis of Swahia, Aucs- 
and fituated on that branch of the river Lech, which called JVcrtach. 

It is a bilhopric under the archbifhop of Mentz, and was made a free 
imperial city in the ninth century. It has more than once felt the 

fevere effefts of war; but, like what is reported of the Phoenix, has as 

often rifen fairer out of its alhes. The ftreets in general are wide and 
fpacious, and one in particular is the broadeft and belt paved ftreet I ever 
law. The houles are built in t\\c German falliion ; their fronts are fo 
narrow, that t,they all appear like the gabel ends of buildings, and have 
fuch deep roofs, that two, three, four, and fometimes five llorics of dor- 
mant windows are contained in them. The fronts of every houfe in the 
city belonging to people of falhion, are painted. A great number of 
artificers are employed here, whofe curious workmanlhip in plate, ivory 
cabinets, watches, is every where admired. An univerfal liberty 

of confcience is allowed and the Proteftants and Papifts have an equal 
fhare in the government of the city. It is famous alfo for the Con- 
feffion of faith drawn up by Melanchton and other Lutherans and prefented 
to the emperor Charles V. at a diet of the empire, hence called the Augjhurgh 
eonfeffion ; and for the Confederate Lreaty againft the growing power of France 
in 1683. 

Our firft ftep after our arrival, was to wait upon Mynheer Libert, a Butch 
merchant refiding here, to whom our letters of credit were addrefled. We 
afterwards paid our refpeifts to Mynheer Atnan, another Dutch gentleman, 
to whofe favours Mr. Vdney of Venice had been fo obliging as to recom- 
mend us. From both thefe gentlemen, we had the fatisfaftion to be 
alTured, thajt we had nothing difagreeablc to apprehend from the French 
forces quartered ztFranckfort', z% the ipnnct Ae Soubife, upon being applied 
to by a friend of his at Nuremberg to grant a palTport for Mr. Doidge and 
his party, had written word, (though his anfwer unfortunately did not arrive 
till after Mr. Doidge had left the place) that it was quite unneceflary, feeing 
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they were fufficiently proteded from every infult by that which had already 
been given them by the Imperial embaflador at Venice. We have often 
in our prefent journey experienced the good effefts of the unparalleled 
fuccefs attending the arms this year in all parts of the world, having 

upon that account, been treated with .the greateft deference and refpedl in 
the fcveral countries through which we had .paffed. 

Between Augjburgh and Franckfort on the MainCt are the following pofti. 



Poft. Hours. 

Augjburgb to Mittingen — 

— It of 3 

Mittingen to Donawert — 

— It — 4t 

Donawert to Vendete — 

— I-J: 

Vendete to Heyding — 

— li — si 

Heyding to Dinkefpukel — 

- 3 

Dinkefpukel to Kreiljheim — 

— 1—4 

Kreilfheim to Blaufelden — 

— ii — 5i 

Blaufelden to Mergantheim 

— I — 

Mer^antheim to BickbaSJen 


Bickhalien to Huntein — 

— I — 2t 

Huntein to Miltenhourg t- 

- I - 4^ 

Miltenbourg to Offenbourg — 

— I — It 

Offenbourg to Afebaffenbourg 

— I — 2 

Afehaffenbourg to Detlingen 

— I — - 2 

Dettingen to Hanau — 

— 1 — 

Hanau to Franckfort on the Maine 

— 1 — l« 

Total of pofts and hours 

— 19 55 


.February i6. We \tix. Augjburgb a little before eight this morning, and did not get to 
MtUingen till eleven, having had a deep and heavy road to pafs over. The 
lands hereabouts are only in part cultivated, vaft forefts extending them- 
felves on every fide, more particularly to the eaftward. Indeed we have 
had forefts in our view, with very little interruption, ever fince we left 
the Alps. 

Donawert. We reached Donawert * it half paft three in the afternoon, and (hould 
have taken frefh horfes for Nordlingen^ and from thence to Dinkefpukel (which 
was our proper road) but our lervant contenting himfelf with barely 
telling the poft-mafter,( that we were going to Franckfort, orders were given 
by him to the poftilions to drive us to Vendete, which blunder was followed 
by great lofs of time, and the unneceflary cxpcnce of a poft extraordinary. 

• A fortified town, and famous for two viflories gained in its neighbourhood by the great 
duke of MarJioreugh, The firft, was over the duke of Bavaria, who was intrenched at Schel~ 
Itaherr with fixteen thoufand Frtnch and Bavariatu. The fecond was at Bltabem, where a 
Frimi army of fiaty thoufand men, under Marfiid FaUwi, was almofi entirely dellroyed. 

The 
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The journey from Donawert to Vendete^ took us up five hours and half. 1759.' 
The firft part of the road was hard and ftony, the latter was deep, heavy, v— » 

and floughy, fo that wc did- not get to our inn till twelve o’clock at 
night. 

Between feven and eight this morning, we fet oCFfor Heytiingt and reached ^broary ly, 
it about ten. This is a large garrifon town, and in coming to it, we paffed 
over a river, which empties itfelf into the Danube. Without flopping long 
Sit Heydin^t we drove on for Dinkefpukel, and arrived there in about four Dinkes- 
hours. I'his is a confiderable large town, and has a garrifon conftantly 
kept in it. 

The men- of the lower clafs here, and in many other towns of Gerfnanyi 
wear a coat made of a coarfe green frieze cloth ; while thofe of the better' 
fort, make ufe of a fuperfine one of the fame colour, and line it with furs. 

The firft imitate the Dutch \n the cut of their clothes, the laft the French. 

On the fevcral roads in Germany you are fare to find the image of a cruci- 
fied Saviour nailed to a crofs, accompanied by the two thieves, cut our 
in wood as large as life*, in the fame manner as you meet with a Virgin Merry 
in Italy ^ ftuck up in a cafe with the infant Jefus in her arms. 

We \th Dink'efpukel at a quarter after three in the afternoon, and got to 
Kreiljheim in four hours. This is a large town, and has two walls round sheim. 
it. We flept at the poft-office, but met with very indifferent accommo- 
dations. 

At half paft feven this morning, we left Kreiljheim^ in our way for February 18, 
Blaufeldeuy which we reached at one o’clock in the afternoon. The firft’ Blaufel- 
part of the road was good, the laft fcarcely paflable. The poft-mafter here 
was a very entertaining man, and gave us Ibme excellent Vine rotu. Be- 
tween feven and eight in the evening, 'f/t got to Merganiheim. Our being Mercam- 
fo long in travelling- this poft, was owing to a great deal of fnow having 
fallen laft night, and to-day : Merganthtm is a fortified town, and has always 
a good garrifon. The country round it is in general cultivated, but in a 
very flovenly manner. 

We left our beds at one o’clock this morning, and fet off loT'Bkkh'aJlen^ Mondny, 
where we did not arrive till after fix : the fpring of my carriage unfortunately FeBnnry 19. 
broke, by which accident more than an hour was loft before it could be 
properly fecured with cords. As foon as we had changed our horfes at Bick' 
haften, we went on for and reached it about a quarter after nine Huntsin. 

o’clock. The road we travelled over, was compofed of ftone and fand, and 
in many places fo rugged, as to be very trying to our carriages. During 
this poft, wc faw two or three flocks of ftieep, a fight altogether new to us 
fince we paffed xh^Alps. In our whole journey hitherto through Germany., 
we have not been able to procure the leaft morfel of mutton at any of the 

public 
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public houfes. veal being the only butcher’s meat we have been ferved 
with. Forefts are ftill about us, whofe umber chiefly confifts of oak and 
fir The fides of the hills in this country are formed into regular ftairs, and 
neatly difpofed into vineyards, which is a piece of hulbandry we have not 
before feen, fince we left Italy. 


The drefs of the women’s heads hereabouts, differs from that oi thtltatians 
and riroleje. Their caps are of another make, and they keep their mouths 
muffled in the fame manner, as the Armenian women do in Afta. The 
laft adopt this cuftom through modefty, but probably the reafon for the 
German females doing it at this time, is to defend their lips from the feverity 
of the weather. The fevcral apartments of the houfes in Germany, are all 
made warm by clofe ftoves. The fire is never feen in the rooms, neither 
have they any chimnies in them, but this occafions the air to be difagres- 
able and unwholefome. 


Milten- We got to Milienhoiirg from Huntein a little after one o’clock in the after- 
*ouRG. whence we fet out for Offenbourg, and arrived there at a quarter 

Offen- after t.-o. Offenbourg is feated on thefouth fide of the r\\tt Maine, a large, 
BouRo. qPi fafiiioned, ill-built town. The houfes, like thofe of the other places 

] have leen in Germany, have too great a quantity of timber in them ; fo much, 
that fliould a fire at any time take place amongft them, the confequences muft 
be dreadful ! The country-houfes belonging to the nobility and gentry in 
the neighbourhood, are large, and heavily built j they have generally domes, 
and four towers around them. 


At half after three o’clock in the afternoon, we left Offenbourg, and con- 
tinued to travel on the left, or fouth fide of the Maine, whofe banks are here 
neatly cultivated, and formed into the fame kind of vineyards, before 
noticed, with flights of fteps, all faced with ftone, and therefore in the 
fummer fcafon, muft afford a very pleafing view from the river. On 
the lands adjacent, many flocks of Iheep are now feeding, and various forts 
of wild-fowl fwimming in the ftream. 

Aschaffen- At half paft five we reached Afehaffenbourg, a well-fortified town 

BouRG. belonging to the eledor of Mayence or Mentz, who has a fpacious, but in- 
elegant palace here. The place ftands partly on a hill, and partly in a 
bottom, and has a good ftone bridge of twelve arches built over the 
Maine. Fifteen hundred French troops were in garrifon, at the ti(ne of our 
arrival. We fell into converfation at the poft-office with an obliging, fenfi- 
ble Abbe of that nation, who advifed us not to entertain a thought of going 
farther than Detiingen for the night, as he was very confident that the gates 
of Hanau would not be opened for us until the morning. We left Afehaf- 
fenbourg at fix in the evening, and at eight reached the village of Det- 
tingen. 


3 


This 
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This once obfcure village was made famous by the vidory gabed here in i75f • 

the year 1 743, by King George the fecond over the French army commanded v— v-i»< " 
by Maiihal NoaiUes, The fellow, at wJiofe wretched cottage we lay, feemed 
very fond of relating the feverai particulars of this engagement, and was 
eipccially folicitous to ftiew us a hole in one of the beams of his houfc, 
which, he faid, was made by a ball from UtABritiJh artillery. He dwelt 
particularly, and with an apparent pleafure, on the fpirited attack of the 
Englijh, and the confulion of the French, when they made their precipitate 
retreat over the Maine. My fellow-traveller Mr. ‘Tottingham, and I, were 
obliged to put up with one bed in this miferable hovel we lay with our 
clothes on, and our fervants flept in the fa ne room on ftraw. Thefe were 
the beft accommodations we could procure from our Dettingen hoft and 
yet, the money we paid the next morning (to the value of three fliillings) 
did not fatisfy, the woman of the houfe telling us, that as we were Eng- 
Ujhmen, v/e ought to have depofited a fequin at leall (near ten (hillings); 
and flie infilled that her bed was the beft in the whole village, and that a 
great man, a German Baron, having lately flept in it, pronounced it to be a 
very good one. 

At fix o’clock this morning, we left the village of Dettingen, and at half February zo, 
pall feven reached Hanau, which is a well-fortified city, having a double 
wall, and two wet ditches. The French are at prefent in pofleflion of it, 
and maintain a large garrifon here. The ftreets are broad and well-paved, 
and the houfes large and handfome. The country around is well cultivated, 
and the town is fupplied with water from the Maine by artificial canals. 

On our entring the inner gate, we were conduced by the ferjeant ftationed 
there, to the French captain who commanded the main-guard. He looked 
at our pafsports, and civilly difmifled us. 

The women in general here wear a quilted linnen cap, which coming a 
long way down the fides of the face, even below the chin, is then turned 
back, and pinned over the fhoulders. They make ufe of a long cloak alfo, 
made of quilted linnen. The women of better falhion appeared to drefs ia 
the Englijh and French manner. 

At half pad ten o’clock, we arrived at ; a free, imperial city, Fra.nci{- 

very large and populous ; and the place where the Emperors of Germany were for i . 
formerly always elcAed. It is well-fortified with a double ditch, baftions, 
redoubts, and ravelins. The ftreets are remarkably wide, and the houfes 
handfomcly built. By means of the navigable river which runs through it, 
this city has great conveniency for carrying on an extenfive trade with the 
other parts of Germany, and the two fairs held here annually are very con- 
fideraWe. The fuburbs arc called Saxenhaufen, and are joined to the city 
by a ftone-bridge, built over the Maine. Our firft intention was to have 
proceeded .immediately on, without making any ftay 0.x. Franckfort •, 
but Mr. Hope, who keeps a houfe of public entertainment there, per- 
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*759' fuaded us to put off our going till the next day, becaufe it would take up 
fome time to provide a proper boat, and to lay in fuch provifions as would 
be neceffary in our paffage down the Rhine. We begged alfo the favour of 
Mr. Hope to make an agreement for a boat, as the lum demanded of us, 
1 30 florins, appeared to be very extravagant, for carrying us only as far as 
Cologne. Mr. Hope informed us, that although 1 5 ducats had been the cuf- 
tomary price, yet confidcring the great change which had lately happened 
in the country by means of the French army, and the extraordinary expence 
which the boatmen were now at for horfcs to draw their boats back, he 
did not think we fhould be much impofed upon, if we could fettle it at 1 8 
or 19 ducats. We had no objection to his fixing the matter on this foot- 
ing, but delired him, that he would take particular care in making the 
•greement, that the boatmen lliould not be allowed to encumber the boat 
with any kind of merchandife or goods. This, upon Mr. Hope’s propofing it 
to them, they readily agreed to, and the terms were committed to writing. 

February 21. ^ 

eight o’clock in the morning, we embarked, and to our 
great furprize found the beft of the three cabbins or rooms as they are 
called, filled with merchants goods. The boatman, without paying any 
regard to our rcmonftrances for the great injuftice he had done us, very 
unconcernedly put off from the fhore, and upon our giving him orders to 
land us again, he refufed to do it, and kept failing down the river. We 
hailed fome French officers, who were along-fidc of us in another boat, tel- 
ling them how we had been treated, and defiring their advice and affiftance 
in the affair ; who replied, that they themfelves were under much the fame 
circumftances, but that at Alentz, or Cologne., juftice would certainly be 
done us. 

AYEKCE Cl At half paft three in the afternoon, we left the river Maine, and entered 

tNTz. Rhine, and by four, got to the city of Meniz, an archbifhop’s fee, 

and the firft of the electoral college. Its fortifications towards the river are 
inconfidcrable, but we were told, that towards the land they are remark- 
ably flrong. It is a very large populous place, built much in the fame 
tafte as Franckfort and other German cities, and would have been efteemed 
handfome in England, an hundred and fifty years ago. The ftreets are nar- 
row but well paved, and are all fupplied with water from the river by 
means of artificial canals, which prevent any offenfive fmells arifing from 
■ the common fewers. — A bridge of boats reaches from this city to the oppo- 
fitc fhore of the Rhine. 

In the way to our inn, from the river’s fide, we ftept into two of the 
principal churches they ftand clofe to each other, are both built in the 
Gothic tafte, and contain fome altar-pieces and tombs which are well 
worth feeing. In the cathedral, we were fhewn the monuments of many 
of the archbifltops of Mentz^ who were alfo cledors of the empire. Over 

their 



[ 435 ] 

their tombs are feveral of their ftatues cut out in marble, with the coats of 1 759 - 
arms belonging to their refpedive families. In this cathedral the bones of 
St. Alexander*^ and two of his fellow-fufFcrers in martyrdom, lie dcpofited 
in three feveral cafkets, which are always (hewn to the ftrangers who vifit 
it. They are kept in the middle of a fqiiare open Maufoleum, within the 
choir, which is ornamented with handfome marble pillars at its four angles, 
and a beautiful carved foliage is carried from the architrave of one pillar 
to that of another. Here is alfo a well-toned, handfome organ, with a 
canopy of gold and filver tilTue, in which the miracle of our Saviour’s 
raifing Lazarus from the dead, is curioudy worked. The pulpit too is ele- 
gantly finiflied, being fet off with pillars and pilafters made of alabafter, 

on whofe bafes are fome good Bajfo and Aho Relievos. We did not fee 

either the archbifhop’s palace, or the arfenal, becaufe the perfon whofe bu- 
fmefs was to fticw them, could not be found. 

Mentz Hands on the left hand, as you go down the Rhine., near the February 22. 
junftion of that river with the Maine. Here our boatman dil'embarked the 
merchandife which had fo juftly given us offence. He would have left the 
city early in the morning, as foon at lead as the gates had been opened, 
but was prevented by a very thick fog, which did not difperfe till one o’clock 
in the afternoon, when we got on board again, but got no farther than 
Bingen that evening, our watermen refufing to proceed but by day-light. 

Bingen is a confiderable town, fituate at the mouth of the river Nahoy 

which here empties itfelf into the Rhine. It is diftant about 1 6 Engliflt 

miles from Mentz. 

We left Bingen this morning, and had a thick, fmall rain for the whole February 23; 
day. I mention this, becaufe it is the firft rain we have met with, fince our 
leaving the Lazaretto at Leghorn. We were almoft continually paffing by 
towns and villages on both fides of the river. Vineyards alfo are all around 
us on the hills, and bear the appearance of hanging gardens even at this 
feafon of the year j they form a moft romantic and delightful prol'pedt. 

This day we failed by the famous ifland of rats, where Hatto, the wicked 
archbifhop of MentZy is faid to have been devoured alive by thofe 
animals. 

At fix o’clock in the evening, we reached a fmall town, called Loenjieiny 
from the river Loen which here falls into the Rhine, and continued there for 
the night. 

‘ * I apprehend that the St. Alexander here mentioned, was Alexander the firjly Pope of Rome ; 
who ordered holy water in its benediftion to be mingled with fait, and fprinkled in private 
hoiifes, ** Ad deemona morho/que fugandos^^ to drive away devils and difeafes ; and water to be 
mingled with the wine, as a token of Chriil^s union with his church. — He was martyred in 
Adrian^ time. Sec Abridgment of MoanRi’s Didlionary, publiflicd in 1703. 
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*759* morning wc put off our boats from Lcenjiemt the weather 

' — / — J very foggy, and at half after two got to CobUntz. This city is very large 
^bruary 24. ^nd populous, and the metropolis of the electorate and archbiftiopric of 
Cob LENTZ, jj jj pleafantly fituated on a point of land, which is formed by^ 

the meeting of the Mofelle and Rhine. Over the firft of thefe rivers, is a 
large ftone bridge of twelve arches, built for the convenience of the inha- 
bitants of Cohlentz., and the adjacent places, A ferry machine is conftantly 
going from the city to the other fide of the Rhine, wliere is a little town, 
and a very ftrong caftle built on an eminence, llilcd “ The rock (ff ho- 
nour j” in the German language, Ehrenbriejiein. The ferry-machine is built 
on two boats in the form of a large fquare gallery, encompafled with bal- 
luftrades, and carries a tall flag-itaff, on which are difplayed the arms of 
the electorate of Treves. This machine is put in motion, by the ferryman’s 
pulling a rope, which is fixed to a ftandard on each fide of the river. 
The caftle appears to be alnioft inacceflible to an enemy, and entirely com- 
, mands the city of Cohlentz. The archbilhop’s palace ftands at the foot of 

the fame rock on which the caftle is built, and the arfenal at a little dif- 
tance from the palace. 

Ahdernach. At three quarters after eleven at night, we got to Andernach'y which is a 
fortified town, fituate on the weftern fide of the Rhine, and at the entrance 
of a fine open country, the mountains which hitherto had reached quite 
down to the river, ending juft before we arrived at this place. Here our 
boatman paid a toll, as indeed he had done before at many other places in 
our paffage down the river. 


February 25. 
Bon. 


€0t0GNE. 


At eight o’clock this morning we got to Ben, after having lain by, and 
flept all night in our boat. The city of Ben is the ufual refidence of the 
Elcftor of Cologne, whole caftle and gardens are very curious. The fortifi- 
cations of the city at this time are very confiderablc, and in the year 1703. 
this place coft the Duke of Marlborough twenty days open trenches before 
he took it. 

At half paft one o’clock, we arrived at Cologne, a rich and populous city, 
and faid to be the largeft in Germany. It is built hi the form of a crefeent, 
and by fome called the Holy City from the great number of churches in it, 
which amount to fome hundreds ; among them you are (hewn the reputed 
tombs of the three wife men, who vifited our Saviour by the guidance of a 
ftar, commonly called the three Kings of Cologne. It is well fortified towards 
the land, and has a ftrong wall next the Rhine. Five regiments of French fol- 
diers now make up the garrifon. Immediately on our landing, we repaired 
to the Hotel d" Holland, and after refrclhing ourfelvcs, intended to have pro- 
ceeded diretflly on our journey by land but on fending our-fervants to the 
poft-houfe for horfes, we had the mortification to find, that there was no 
pdflibility of getting any till the next morning, every one belonging to the 

poll- 
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poft'tnaftcr having been hired yeftcrday to carry people v> Sotty where an 1759. 
Italian opera, and other diverfions, arc to be exhibited this night. * 

Horfcs were fent to us this morning earlier than we cxpefted, and we fcr Monday, 
®fF from Cologne at half after nine o’clock, with three to each carriage, the Fcbruafy 
number which is commonly made ufc of on the German roads. The pofts 
from Cologne to Clever and Nimegueny are as follow, 

Pofla. Hours. 

— 1 — 2’-. 

— I — 2 

— 2 — 9 

2 6t 

— 2 >— 4 

2 — 3t 

Total of polls and hours — 10 

NuySy Hachjlraty Santen, and Cleveiy are Pruffian and not regulated 

by the German poll-office. We pay by the Itone, mile or hour, either of 
which is equal to about an Englijh league. 

We drove over a fine champain country, leaving the Rhine at a little dif- Dormain. 
tance on our right hand, and between eleven and twelve o’clock, got to 
Dormain-, we llaid only a quarter of an hour to change horles, and 
then fet off for Nuys, where we arrived a little before two in the afternoon. 

Nuys is a confiderable town, fubjeeft to the King of Pruffia, but the French Nwr*,- 
have made theml'elves mailers thereof, and of the feveral other places be- 
longing to that monarch in the low-countries. They have a regiment of 
cavalry q^rtcred here at prefent, who, while we llaid to refrefh ourfelves, 
very agreeably entertained us with feveral tunes on their horns. We 

left Nuys between two and three o’clock in the afternoon, and travelling 
over a moll charming, and well-cultivated country, by eleven at night, we 
reached the fmall village of Hochjlrat ; and during the time tiiat frelh horfes Hochstrat. 
were getting ready for us, we threw ourfelves on fome chairs, and took a 
little deep. 

Here we mull bid adieu to the gay livery-drefs of our pollilions ; and arc 
now to be drove by plowmen both in drefs and behaviour. In llaly the pof- 
tilions wear a coat of blue cloth turned up with red, a laced hat, and carry a 
fmall French-Vorn. acrofs their Ihoulders, decked with taffels. In the- fouthern- 
moft parts of Germany, the poltilion’s livery is always of a red cloth. As you ■ 
advance farther northward, it changes to a yellow faced with black, and 
the Frm^-horn at every hundred miles dillance, gradually incrcafes in its 
fize. Our prefent lhabby poflilions have the vanity alfo to carry a horn, 
and expeft that the fame refpeft lhall be paid by all travellers to its found, 

as- 


From Cologne to Dormain 
Dormain to Nuys 
Nuys to Hochjlrat 
Hochjlrat to Santen 
Santen to Cleves 
Cleves to Nimeguen 
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Rhineberg. 


Santen. 


Cleves# 


NiMECUE^/, 


[ 438 ] 

as has been done to the horns of their well-dreflcd brethren. The fellow 
who drove us to Hochftrat, did not ride one of the horfes, but feated him- 
felf on a low box, and made ufc of a long whip. 

At half pad two this morning, we left Hochfirat\ and at five got to the 
gates of Rhineberg, The French are alfo in pofleflion of this place, and 
have a garrifon quartered in it. The gates however were opened to us 
without a queftion being aflced relative to our paffports. This town is 
fituated on the weftern fide of the Rhine, and at about a mile and half dif- 
tance from it. The country round this place is very pleafant, and well cul- 
tivated. Since we entered tlie Frnjfian territories, we have frequently met 
with diredion pofts on the road, which though of great afliftance to a 
ftranger, are not to be feen in countries more to the fouthward. 

At twenty minutes after eight o’clock, we got to a fmall eminence, and 
difcovered the town of Santen lying at the foot of it. We had likewife in 
our view a moft beautiful vale, very broad and extenfive, with the river 
Rhine running through the midft of it. From this eminence, we could 
plainly difcover leveral fpires belonging to the churches in Cleves. We 
reached Santen at nine o’clock in the morning. This town alfo belongs to 
the King of Pruffia, but is at prefent under the fubjedion of the French, 
who have raifed enormous contributions here, to the impoverilhment of the 
poor inhabitants. 

We left Santen at half pall nine o’clock, and at two in the afternoon ar- 
rived at the poft-office of Cleves, which (lands juft without the gates of the 
city. From hence we were obliged to fend a fervant with our palTports to 
the officer commanding the French garrifon, with a requeft that he would 
give an order to the poft-mafter to fupply us with fix horfes. The officer 
complied with our defires, but not before he had put feveral queftions to 
the fervant relating to our journey and charaders, and exprefled great fur- 
prize at our thus venturing to pafs through the armies of the Grand Mo- 
narch. 

Cleves is a confiderable city, feated on an eminence, about four miles 
from the Rhine. We travelled towards it over a very fandy road, of a long 
but gradual afeent, having both on the right and left hand of us, a double 
row of fine elm-trees, which had a pretty effed, and greatly add to 
the agreeable fituation of the place, and the beauties of it's environs. 
We left Cleves at three o’clock in the afternoon, and at fix arrived at 
FRmeguen. ' 

This city is large, and ftrongly fortified, and the ftreets are well paved 
and regular. It is under the government of the States General. Our (lay 
at Nimeguen was fo fliort, that I will not pretend to give a particular dc* 

feription 
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fcription of it. I was exceedingly ftruck however with the neatnefs and >759' 
clcanlinefs of the houfes, for which, here, and indeed throughout the whole *■— 
of the United Provinces, the Dutch are fo juftly celebrated *. 

Between ten and eleven o’clock this morning, we embarked in a boat February 28. 
we hired here to carry us to Rotterdam^ for which we agreed to pay forty 
guilders and at half after five in the afternoon, we got to a confiderable 
town fcated, as Nimeguen is, on tlie left-hand fide of the river Waal^ called 
Rommel. The wind not being fair for us, our Ikipper fteered the boat to the Bommil. 
right-hand fide of the river, to lie by for the night ; we therefore went 
alhore, and repaired to a fmall neat public-houfe, where we met with the 
bell accommodations. 

We reimbarked this morning at feven o’clock, and at ten pafied by Levef- March i. 
tein caftle. In half an hour more we reached Gorcum, a confiderable town, Gorcum. 
feated on the right-hand fide of the river. The whole country about us is 
flat and low, but at the fame time looks extremely rich. An infinite num- 
ber of willows are regularly planted all along the banks of the river, which 
in the fummer fealon mull form one of the moil delightful profpecfls in the 
world. At two o’clock in the afternoon, we got abreafl of Der/, a large Dort. 
town, and very conlideral le port, famous for the Proteftant fynod held 
here in 1618. At half paft fix we arrived at Rotterdam, where we had the 
fatisfaftion to receive letters from our families and friends in England, agree- 
able to inftruflions we had given them from Leghorn. 

This is the richeft town of the feven united provinces, except Amjier- Rotter- 
dam, with clean, regular ftreets, and canals fo cut that the largeft Ihips can ''am. 
come up to the very doors of the merchants. We vifited their anatomical 
fchool, and were fhewn the moft curious preparations laid up there, but 
did not find them comparable to fome we had before feen in England. 

This city being the birth-place of Erafmus, we had the curiofity to go and 
fee his ftatue, which is well executed in bronze. We vifited alfo the ex- 

* “ The extreme moiftiire of the air I take to be the occaCon of the great neatnefs of their 
houfes, and clcanlinefs of their towns For without the help of thofe cuftonns their country 
would not be habitable by fuch crowds of people, but the air would corrupt upon every hot 
feafon, and expofe the inhabitants to general and infedious difeafes, which they hardly 
efcape three funmiers together, efpecially about Leyden ^ where the waters are not fo eafily 
renewed; and for this rcafon, I fuppofe it is, Leyden is found to be the neateft and 
cleaned kept, of all their towns. 

The fame moiflure of air makes all metals apt to ruft, and wood to mould ; which forces 
them, by continual pains of rubbing and fcouring, to feck a prevention, or cure : this makes 
the brightncTs and cleannefs that feems affedled in their houfes, and is called natural to them, 
by people who think no further. So the deepnefs of their foil, and wetnefs of fcafons, which 
will render it unpayable, forces them, not only to exaftnefs in paving their (freets, but to the 
expence of fo long caufeways between many of their towns, and in their high-ways ; as in- 
deed, moft national cuftoms are the effedl of fome unfeen, or unobferved natural caulcs or 
JlcceiTuics/* 

Sir Tempk^h Obfervations on the United Provinces, vol. i. 
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1755. change for merchants, and the great church, whofc foundation we were told 
— v«— < gave^way fo much, foon after the edifice was finilhed, that it appeared to 
be in great danger of falling; by a proper and curious application how- 
ever ot the mechanical powers, the defedl: was perfeftly remedied, and 
this building now ftands as upright, as any other ot the churches in 
the city. 

At Rotterdam we intended to have difpofcd of our Italian chaifes, which 
had coaft us near forty pounds each, but not being able to get more than 
about eight fequins for them, we refolved to have them conveyed to England^ 
in expectation tha; it would anfwer better to fell them there. And Mr. 
Rofe (a Britijh merchant who refided here) was fo obliging as to agree with 
the mafler of a Ihip to land mine at Portfmoutb, for three pounds ten fhil- 
lings. We had been told at Leghorn^ that we Ihould be able to fell our 
carriages at Rotterdam for two-thirds at leaft of what they coft us ; but 
we experienced quite the contrary, and the reafon is, becaufe our Englijh 
gentlemen, who ufed to be travelling abroad, are by the prefent, war con- 
fined at home ; conlequently thefe foreign carriages are now of little ufc 
or value. 


March j. At nine o’clock in the evening, we embarked in a ketch for HelvoetJIuySy 
Helvoets- and by three quarters after nine in the morning, arrived there, difembarkcd, 
and put up at a public houfe kept by Mr, Fell an Englijhman. Hehoetjluys 
is a clean, little I'ea-port town, where the packet-boats, which pafs between 
England and Hollandy are always ftationed. At the upper end of the town, 
is a large bafon, in which lie three or four Dutch (hips of war, in or- 
dinary. 


March 4. At eight this morning, we went on board the packet-boat, and made 
fail for England-, but at five in the afternoon, the wind coming from 
the well, we were obliged to put back, and in a few hours got again to 
Hehoetjluys. 

Monday, Xhis morning at eleven o’clock, we once more put to fea, and in a few 

hours difcovered a fail, bearing down towards us, whom we fufpeCled to 
be an enemy. The mafter of a Dutch veffel aflured us, that the fliip in 
fight was a French privateer, upon which we altered our courfe, and pre- 
tended as if we were putting back to Hehoetjluys-, but at fix in the 
evening, when it became dark, the mafter put the packet about, and 
ftood for the northward, by which means we had the good luck to efcape 
the enemy, and at half pall eleven the next morning, had the unfpeak- 
Haiwich. able joy of entering the long wilhed-for port of Harwich. 

Thus after an irkfome abfence of more than five years, and a journey at- 
tended with fuch a feries of difappointment, difficulty, and illnefs, I once more 
fafely landed on my native (hore; and in thirty- fix hours afterwards, was made 

3 completely 
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completely happy in the fight and embraces of my family and friends at 1759 , 
Titchjield in Hampjhire. On fuch an occafion, could I help adopting the v— 
fentiment and exprefllons of the Pfalmift? “ Praife the Lord, O my 
“ foul, and forget not all his benefits. I will publifh with the voice of 
“ thankfgiving, and tell of all his wonderful works. For he hath defended 
“ me from the peftilence that walketh in darknefs, and from the de- 
“ ftruftion that wafteth at noon-day. He has given his angels charge over 
me, and at length brought me to the dcfired habitation.” 
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APPENDIX. 


I. 

Medical and Chirurgical Observations. 


T O avoid interruptions in the narrative, I omitted to enlarge on the 
feveral difeafes with which the iquadron was affli<5led. 1 fhall now 
treat of that fubje6t more dUlinftly, as fomething of this kind will certainly 
be cxpefted from a perlbn of my profefllon ; and I flatter myfelf, that, 
although I mean to be concife, yet, what 1 have to offer will be of fomc 
lervice to the general interefls of the navy. 

On this occafion I beg leave to carry the reader as far back as the 9th 
of Afarc/h 17541 when Mr. IVatfon left Plymouth with all his fhips com- 
panies in perfeft health. In the months of May and yune following, 
feveral diforders took place in the fquadron, and in fpite of the united 
efforts of all our ofKcers, who ordered the decks to be conftantly fwept and 
fcraped, and the ventilators to be daily ufed, by the 9th of July, when we 
arrived at Aladagafcar, they had increaled to fo great a degree, that the 
Kent alone had buried twelve men, befides a large number who were 
reduced to luch an extremity, that they muft have died, had we con- 
tinued only a few days more at fea. 

The ditorders under which the Kent's people laboured at this time, were 
principally Putrid Fevers^ and Putrid Fluxes \ which though common to 
hot climates, were, 1 believe, confiderably increafed by the great quantities 
of ftock-fifli and other provifions flowed in the fifh-room and between the 
guns of the lower deck : the fifh becoming putrid by the heat of the wea- 
ther, and by their long continuance there, emitted fuch a noxious fmell, 
as made the air, in every part of the fliip below, unfit for refpiration. Be- 
fidcs, by this time the fea water had unavoidably made its way through the 
chinks of the ports and hawfe-holes, and by its {linking effluvia had greatly 
added to ihe’*to;itagion. 

L 1 1 2 It 
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It would be almoft needlefs to defcribc the particular manner In which I 
treated they lay on board, as there was nothing un- 

common in my praebife ; it will he fufficient to obferv^c, that I made K my 
principal care, to keep them af clean in rlieii perforrs and births as pofTiblej 
to purify the air around them as much as lay in my powei ; and not only 
antifeptic medicines were adminirtered, but wines, punch, ^ and cuanary 
alTiftancss were daily lent them from the admiral s, captain-s, and iieute- 
nants Ifores. Indeed, it is to thele a6ls of humanity in tde' officers, /and to 
the unwearied diligence of the lurgeon’s ir.ates in feeing thefe fupplies pro- 
perly applied, that the prefervation of many of their lives muft be attributed. 

I have obferved in the voyage, that at our landing on ihe ifland of M.ada~ 
gafear, where we met with a variety of. Ireffi provifions and vegetables, 
efpccially thofe of the acid kind, our fick people were rellorcd to their 
health and ftrength in a very fhort time ; and only four of thole who 
were put on ffiore from on board the Kent,, died. The Iquadron left 
that ifland on the feventh of Augujl,, and arrived at Fort St. David on the 
loth of September fediowing, in a condition as to health, that was by no 
means to be called bad ; but we thought it prudent, (notwithftanding we 
were fo foon to fail for Bombay) to fend on fhore to the hofpital 78 of 
the moft fickly of our fhips crews, moft of whom were labouring either un- 
der fcorbutic or bilious complaints ; for bilious dilbrders begun to make 
their appearance among us foon after our getting to India. The feurvy 
however was now become the moft predominaot diftemper, which was 
undoubtedly owing to our fea paflage from Madagafcar to Fort St. 
David. 

Between the 14th of November 1754 and the 14th of February in the 
following year, 104 patients were fent from two fhips to the hofpital at 
Bombay., who chiefly laboured under feurvies and fluxes. There were fome 
allb very ill in bilious fevers ; the fluxes were cither of the fcorbutic or 
bilious fort. At this period likewife, the feurvy appears to have been the 
moft prevailing diftemper, which perhaps was in a great mealure owing to 
its being the winter feafon. 

On the Coromandel coaft, between the 24th of Jfftiuary 1755, and the 
24th of October following, we received at the holpitals, from the Kent., 
Cumberland,, "Tyger, Salijbury., Bridgewater, and King’ s-jijher, 1 2 14 * patients, 
of whom 16s only were in feurvies; the much greater part of the reft were 
down in bilious fevers, bilious fluxes, or fome other dilorder that difeovered 
an overflovVing of the bile in the conftitution. As this was the fummer 

' The reader is not to fuppofe by 1214 patients, that (o many didin6l perfons were Tent 
fick from the Hrips; for the compliment of the whole fquadron at any one time did not exceed 
1800; he ib to oe apprifed, that the fame man may have been iuat to the hofpital, and after 
being' cure 1 dlfcharged ; then ft nt again on account of a rclapfe, or his being feized with 
iBnother w'uhin the time mentioned in this account. — This obfervation is to be ap- 

plied on every future occafion. 

3 feafon. 
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ieafon, it will fafficiently Accovint for’ the number bf my fcorbutic patients 
being very trifling, in comparilbn of thbfe who <rere afflifted with bilious 
complaints. 

Ax. Bombay y between the loth of 1755, and the 27th of y^7>rz7 

1756, we received into the hofpital from the whoie fquadron 1334 patients, 
of whom 514 were in fcurvies, and fcorbutic fluxes. The reft were dif- 
eafed with various hepatic complaints, common diforders, or cafes of 
forgery. : Here it is worthy of remark, that this was the winter feafon, 
when the fcorvy again became the predominant diftemper among us. 

On Coromandel coaft, between April 1756, and the 12th of OSfober 
following, we received into the hofpital from all the ftiips 847 patients, 
of whom 132 were in feurvies, 108 in bilious fevers, 163 in bilious 
fluxes, and 223 in bilious obftruftions. The remaining 221 were down 
in various diforders, but even in moft of rhefe, the bile was predominant. 
A very few chirurgical and venereal complaints are to be excepted. — This 
again was the fummer feafon, and we fee plainly, that bilious diforders were 
by much the moft prevalent during this period. 

On board the Protestor an occaflonal hofpital fhip in Bengal river, and 
at the hofpital ;\x Calcutta., between the 25th of December 1756, and the 
8th of February 1757, we received 455 patients from the king’s Iliips, of 
whom 72 were in the worft ftage of the feurvy, 27 in convulfions of 
the bowels from a fcorbutic cafe, co-operating probably with the muddy, 
water of the river 5 12 in putrid fevers, and the remaining 104 were ill of 
various diforders, all of which, except a few cafes of furgery, partook of 
the feurvy. Out of the whole number received into the hofpital here, I find, 
that at the clofe of the firft quarterly account, we buried 27 men : a par- 
ticular mention of the number of the dead, may be proper'to exhibit a com-' 
parative view of the mortality attending the diieafes of the fquadron in 
Bengal., and our other fettlements in India. Here my former obfervation re- . 
fpefting the difference of feafons, once more holds good, for thefe being the 
winter months, the fcorbutic diforders greatly increafed, while thofe of the 
bilious kind decreafed in the fame proportion. I rniift add, that the fqua- 
dron juft before had a long and fatiguing paffage of feven weeks from the 
Coromandel to the vwer oi Bengal which doubtlefs was an additional 
reafon why the feurvy fo greatly prevailed at this time. 

At Calcutta., between the 8th of February 1757 and the ^\}a. o{ Augitjl 
following, we received into the hofpital 1140 patients, of whom 54 were 
ill in feurvies, 302 in bilious fevers, 109 in intermittents, 16 in meafles, 
32 in bilious and bloody fluxes, 56 in bilious cholics, 2i in venereal com- 
plaints-, and 155 were chirurgical cafes. Out of the whole number we 
ljuried 52 men. It is ncceffary here to obferve, that -much the greater 
part of this time, the weather was exceedingly hot and dry ; confequemly, 
■, ' ■ during 
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during that feafon, bilious difeafcs were moft predominant : afterward?, 
when the rains had fet in, the inter'mittents began to make their ap- 
pearance. 

At the fame place, between the 7th of y^ugujl 1 757, and the 7th of 
November following, (during the greater part of which period, the weather 
being lultry and rainy), we received into the holpital 717 frefh patients, 
befides 430 who were there before ; fo that in the whole we had in this in- 
terval 1147 on ftiore. Among the 717 which were taken in laft, there 
were 20 only in fcurvies, 147 in putrid fevers, 304 in intermitting fevers, 
J9 in putrid bloody fluxes, 155 in putrid fluxes i 10 in bilious obltruftions, 
6 in inflammations of the bowels j 6 in confumptions, and 19 cafes of furgcry. 
The 41 unaccounted for, were made up of men labouring under various 
diforders, but fuch as in general difcovered a putrefcent diTpofition in the 
conflitution. Out of the whole number that were in the hofpital at this 
time, we buried 101, which added to thofe we had before loft in the Preh- 
teblor., and in the hofpital, fince our arrival in the river, (which took in no 
more than 10 months and 13 days) make our whole lofs to amount to 180- 
And this is cxclufive of fuch as had been flain in battle, or who had died 
on board their refpeflive fliips before a provifion had been made for their re- 
ception in the ProteSor^ or on Ihore. So that (as will loon be fhewn) the 
number of men buried in Bengal, amounted to more than half of all who 
died in the feveral hofpitals in India, during the whole time of Admiral 
IVatfon's, command, and for fome fhort time after his death, including a 
period of three years, one month, and 14 days. 

Thus far it is evident, that in the winter feafon, and during a long continu- 
ance at fea, the feurvy is the difeafe to which failors are molt fubjeft in hot 
climates •, that in the fumtner months, when the weather is h(}t and dry-, 
bilious fevers and fluxes are the prevailing diftempers j and that putrid 
fluxes and intermittents are particularly incidental to European failors in the 
fultry and rainy Icalbns at Bengal. 

I lhall now produce as exail an account as our hofpital books will 
admit, of every patient received at different times into the feveral hof- 
pitals in India, from the 13th of September 1754, to the 7th of November 
1757, which includes the whole of the time they were under my care and 
to each particular dileafe, 1 fhall put the number of thofe who died in it. 
The whole number received into the hofpitals, amounted to 6062. Among 
thefe, there were ill in 

Fluxes under different names 1819, of whom died 97. 

Scurvies 1103, died ii. 

Fevers of different forts 900, died 42. 

Intermittents 547, died 17. 

Bilious obftrudtions 536, died 10. 

Rheumatifms 103, died z. 


Inflammations 
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Inflammations of the bowels 83, died 5. 

Confumptions 47, died 3. 

Bilious colics 62. Meafles 16. Inflammation of the eyes 24. Coughs 24. 
Spittings of blood 7. Pleurifies 28. Died ii. 

Aflhmas 14, died i. 

Quinfies 8. Convulfive fits 5. SupprelTions of urine 3. Cutaneous 
eruptions 6. Palfey i. Hxmorrhoides 4. Itch 4. Worms 7. Dropfy 2. 
Gravel 33. Died i. 

Wcaicnefles from various preceding difeafes 57, died r. 

Venereal cafes 58, died 2. 

The following chirurgical cafes mufl: be added. 

Ruptures 18, died i. 

Ulcers 166, died 2. 

Contufions and other common accidents 147, died 5. 

Diflocated and fractured bones 28, died i. 

Gun-ftiot wounds 131, died 17. 

Stumps after limbs amputated 15, died 9. 

Blown up by gun-powder 13, died 3. Scalds 4. 

By the foregoing account, the number of dead amounts to 241 ; but 
befides thelc, there were alfo 87 perfons who died chiefly in fluxes, fevers, 
intermitting, or bilious diforders : but as at the time of their deaths they 
Itand on the hofpital books under the article of “ fundry perfons remaining 
for a confiderable while in the hofpital in various difeafes j” fo at this time 
it is not prafticable to exaflly afeertain what were their refpeftive com- 
plaints, or to fix a name to thofe diforders that carried them off. 

I once intended to have written very particularly of the fcveral difeafes 
to which Europeans are fubjedt in the Eafi Indies ; but having again and 
again read over, and always with frefli delight, that excellent eflTay on this 
fubjedl publilbed by my ingenious and learned friend Dr. Lind, I am obliged 
to conrels, that I find myfelf altogether at a lofs for new matter. Inllead 
therefore of oflFering any thing of my own on this head, I think it will 
anfwer a better purpole to make a few abftradts from the dodlor’s very 
valuable book, and for more particular information refer to the work 
itfelf. 

* “ Next to Bencoolen, of all the Englijh faftories, the climate of Bengal 
ptx>ves the moft fatal to Europeans. The rainy feafon commences at Bengal 
in June, and continues till Oilober j the remainder of the year is healthy 
and pleafant. 


• EHsiy, p. 78, 
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** Daring the rains, this rich and fertile country is quite, covered by the 
Ganges, and converted as it were into a large pool bf^ vrateri ' In mbnth of 
Oaoher, when the ftagnated water begina to be exhalfed by riiehWbiif fhelun. 
the air is then greatly polluted by the vapours'fron^ the flime and inud left by 
the Ganges, and by the corruption of dead firti and other aninlafs. Dlfcafcs 
then rage, attacking chiefly fuch as are lately arrived. Here, aa in all other 
places, ficknefs is more frequent and fatal in fome years than bthers. 'The 
diftempers arc fevers, of the remitting or intermitting kind: for though 
fometimes they may continue feveral days, without any perceptible rferhiflion', 
yet they have in general a great tendency to it, and are commonly accom- 
panied with violent fits of rigors and fliiverings, and with difcharges of bile 
upwards and downwards. If the feafon be very fickly, fome are feized with 
a malignant fever, of which they fobn die. The body is covered with 
blotches of a livid colour, and the corpfe in a few hours turns quite black 
and corrupted. At this time fluxes prevail, which may b^ called bilious * 
or putrid, the better to diftingujfh them from others Which are accom- 
panied with an inflammation of the bowels. In all difealcs at Bengal, the 
lancet is cautioufly to be ufed. 

“ But to quit Bengal, let us proceed to obferve — That though the air in 
the Englijh prefidentftip of Bombay is not fo pure as at Madrafs, yet it is 
much more wholefome than at Bernal ; the coaft of Malabar being pretty 
healthy, though inferior in this refpcdl to the coalt of Coromandel. 

“ The ifland of Bombay has of late been rendered much more healthy 
than it was formerly, by a wall which is now built to prevent the incroach- 
inent of the fea, where is formed a fait marfh, and by an order that none 
of the natives fhould manure their cocoa-nut trees with putrid filh. 

“ At Zurat and ‘Tellicherry, on the fame coaft, Europeans generally enjoy a 
good ftate of health. 

“ Madrafs is efteemed the moft healthy government belonging to the 
Englifj : and indeed the air of the whole coaft of Coromandel is in general 
pure and temperate, in refpeCl of many other parts oi India, not only 
Madrafs, but St. Davids, Cuddalere, and Negapatnam thb Dutch ptefident- 
fliip on this coaft. 

“ Befides thefe malignant and remitting fevers, which rage during the 
wet feafon, and fome time after it, in the unhealthy, parts of the Eaji Indies, 

• In my hofpital accounts there is a diftinftion made between the bilious and putrid ilitx. 
In the firll fort there was always heat end Amie degree of inflammation in the coaftitution and 
bowels, accompanied with a full pulfe. In the latter the patients had chills, their fltins were 
clammy, and pulfc feeble. And what was commonly underftood to make the diftin£Uon, was, 
that in the bilious fort, the bile was not in a corrupted or putrid ftate, in the other it was. 

Europeans, 
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Europeans^ efpecially fuch as live intemperatcly, are alfo fubje£t to fluxes, 
and to an inflammation or difeafe of the liver •, which laft is almofl: peculiar 
to India., and particularly to the Coromandel coaft. 

“ Fluxes are feklom here accompanied with inflammatory fymptoms ; the 
difeharge being chiefly of a putrid or bilious nature, they are removed by ad- 
miniftering firfl; a vomit, then rhubarb, and laftly ipecacuanha in fmall dofes. 
After the bile and other putrefcenc, humours have been thus fufficiently 
evacuated, opiates, with a diet of rice, and fuch food as is antifeptic, mull 
be preferibed. 

“ The difeafe of the liver is generally preceded by a high fever, a dif- 
ficulty of breathing, and a violent pain fixed in the right fide upon the feat 
of the liver, to which the fick perfon often applies his hand, feeking for 
relief*. On its firft attack the patient fliould lofe blood, and the part 
ought to be bathed with a warm, relaxing and difeutient fomentation or 
a blifter may be applied to it. When by bleeding, the fever is fomewhat 
abated, a gentle purge or clyller being previoully adminiflered, immediate 
recourfe mull be had to mercury, as a fpecific for this difeafe. A gentle 
falivation of 15 or 20 days muft be railed by means of the mercurial oint- 
ment rubbed upon or near the affefled part, together with the ufe of mer- 
curial pills of calomel taken occafionally.” 

To thefe obfervations of Dr. Lind, I beg leave to add my own teflimony, 
that I almofl; always found a falivation to be a fpecific in fuch complaints. 
Now and then it happened, that in the height of a ptyalifm, the mercury 
turned on the bowels, and brought on a fatal bloody flux j but notwithftand- 
ing this, upon the whole I will venture to pronounce mercury to be the moll 
efficacious of all medicines in fuch cafes. 1 may add, that it is the only 
medicine yet known which gives a patient any chance for his life, fince 
without his undergoing a falivation, an abfeefs of the liver is almofl; lure to 
take place, and which in the end proves fatal. 

For inftanres of fuch abfceflfes, I mufl; refer to two or three, which have 
been particularly ftated, and with great care and judgment, by Mr. John 
Bogue, now i'urgeon of Admiral Robert Harland's fliip in the Eajl Indies, 
and which are preferved in Dr. Lind's eflTay. 

I cannot finifli this fubjedl without obferving, that about the time 
Mr. Watfon's fquadron entered Bengal river, a moft melancholy feene was 
exhibited by the feurvy : It raged with fuch violence, as to make great 
devaftation among us. This malady (as before obferved) was entirely owing 
to the very long paflTage we had in our voyage from the Coromandel coaft to 


» And he always complains of a pain in one or both of the ihoulders. 
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Bengal, and in the winter feafon. The Kent it is true loft but few of her 
people in this diforder, but the other (hips of the fquadron buried a great 
many ; which difference, I am perfuaded, was occafioned by the large 
quantity of orange and lemon juices that I had preferved in a half liogfliead 
during our ftay at Madagafcar, and which 1 now ordered to be daily given 
them in their common liquor. 

At this time, not only moft of the fad fymptoms of the feurvy, which 
have been fo accurately enumerated by Dr. Lind, made their appearance, but 
two others, not mentioned by him, were unfortunately fuperadded ; viz. 
the Scrotum in many patients was fwollen to an enormous fize, equal to 
that of a globe of i 2 inches diameter, and the contents of this fwelling 
was water, as appeared upon our tapping x.\\c Scrotum. The other un- 
ufual effett was a convulfive fpafm of the inteftines, which fuddenly car- 
ried off leveral men. Some who were thus attacked, recovered, but 
others remained in the moft exquifite torture for twenty-four hours, and 
then expired. 

From the foregoing obfervatlons, and from others taken notice of in the 
courle of the narrative, thefe four general inferences are indifputably 
clear. 

Firft, That fltips bound to the Eaft Indies lliould be as little incumbered 
with ftores between decks, as poffible. 

Secondly, That dryed ftock-fifti, which upon the account of hav- 
ing no fait ufed in the curing of them, are fometimes put on board 
our Ihips of war, to prevent the feurvy breaking the amongft our peo- 
ple, by their foon corrupting and growing putrid, are fo far from an- 
fwering the good intention, that on the contrary they are produftive of 
much evil. 

Thirdly, That as but few, if any, of the Kent's people died in the 
feurvy during our winter’s paffage to Bengal, whilft the other Ihips of tlie 
fquadron buried many ; fo this difference c;.n no other way be ac- 
counted for, but by the antifcorbutic quality of the orange and lemon 
juices. It therefore follows, that if government would be fo far at- 
tentive to this fubjedf, as to order all ftiips bound to the Eajl Indies 
to hop at Madagafcar, or any other proper place, and take in fome 
pipes of thefe juices, which might be made up into punch, and ftrved 
to the fe\eral crews inftead of grog-, they would certainly be the means 
of preferving many Iwes, and greatly redound to the emolument of thq 
nation *. 

, 

This cbfervntion will hold good in every other country that abounds with thefe fruits. Sec 
Dr. Liti'J'b lait edition of hisTreatife on the Scurvy, p. 541, where my remarks on this into- 
retting fubjcil arc mere fully fei foiih. 

Lsftlvj 
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Laftly, Since intermittents, and other putrid diforders, arc found to be 
fo prevalent in Bengal., lliips deftined to the Blajl Indies, ought therefore to 
be lupplicd with a very large quantity of the Peruvian bark and Ipecacuanha 
root ; and (as Dr. Lind has jullly obferved in refpect to the firlt article) the 
iiirgeons of rhe navy fliould on that account be excufed from taking with 
tliem other drugs, not wanted, or which may at a little cxpcnce be pro- 
cured by themfelvcs in the Eaji Indies. 

I think it my duty alfo to infert in this place fuch direflions and obfer- 
vations, as my own experience and refledfion have furnidicd me wiili dur- 
ing my long fervice in the navy, with refpeft to the moll eligible metiiod 
of managing tiie woundetl in the time of adion ; a {loiiit of fucii im- 
portance as equally demands the attention both of the Jiirgeon and the 
commander. 

The firfl engagement I was in, was that between the late excellent and well 
known naval commander Commodore Barnet and the Chevalier dc Cayiiis 
in the Mediterranean, in the year 1741, when feveral of our men were 
wounded by the fhot of the enemy, and others blown up by fome car- 
tridges of gunpowder taking fire. At that time I too lenfibly experienced 
the very great inconvenience of the furgeon’s attending the wounded in the 
Cockpit, the place then, and in the late war, too commonly allotted for this 
important bufinefs. 

At the very indant when I was amputating the limb of one of our 
wounded Teamen, I met with an almoll continual interruption from the reft 
of his companions, wlio were in the like diltrelsful circumftanccs ; lome 
pouring forth the moll piercing cries to be taken care of, while others 
leized my arm in their earneflnefs of being relieved, even at the time 
that I was paffing the needle for fecuring the divided blood-veliels by a 
ligature. 


Surely, at the time when fuch operations are in contemplation, the opera- 
tor’s mind as well as body ouglit to be as little agitated as poffible ; and the 
very lliaking of the lower gun -deck, owing to the recoil of the large 
cannon which are placed jull over his head, is of itfelf fufficienc to 
incommode a furgeon, and in a confiderable degree prevent the fkilful per- 
formance of ills duty. 

I mull add, that a place of entire Jiecurity to the furgeon and his 
afTiftants in the time of an engagement, is an objed of the greateft con- 
fequence, how much foever it may have been hitherto overlooked or dif- 
regarded. In the tw'O lafl: wars we met with feveral inftances of furgeons 
or their mates being wounded in the Cockpit by cannon balls, which plainly 
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evince that this cannot be a proper flation for men, upon, whofe perfonal 
fecurlty, the lives of fo many brave feamen entirely depend. I would 
earneftly recommend it therefore to the Commanders of our fliips of war, 
that the printed inftruftions of the navy, relative to the place in which the 
furgeon is to be ftationed, during the time of aftion, be literally C'XxrKid into 
execution : and that inftead of the too common and abfurd cuftom of con- 
fining him to the Cockpit^ a platform be eretfted for his ufe in the liold^ 
where being as much as poflible fecured from all apprelienfion of danger, 
his mind will be quite calm and ferene, and his judgment undillurbcd ; 
confequently he will be more capable of performing thofc difficult 
operations, which he is always fure to meet with in a fevere engage- 
ment. 

This point, it muft be owned, is a very delicate one in refpeiSl to 
the furgeon, wlio, ffiould he make an application to hi.s commanding 
officer for this purpofe, might fubjeift liimfclf to the jocofe fmiles of fome 
of his fliipmates, and to the unkind farcafms of others, who would be ra- 
ther apt to impute his folicitude on this head to the care he takes of his 
own perfon, than to any good confequences he thinks n ay hence arile to the 
public. This was exactly my cafe in the feveral ffiips I ferved on board of •, 
and yet in fpite of cenfure on one hand, and ridicule on the other, I had 
always refolution fufficient to declare my fentiments openly on this fubjefl ; 
and never once failed in the end to convince the commander, of the un- 
Ipeakable advantages that neceffarily muft attend it. 

As many able, but mqdeft praiftitioners, however, may, through the fear 
of being thought over felicitous about their own fafety, too timidly give 
up fo important a point •, I take the liberty in their behalf, of thus pub- 
licly addrefTing mylelf to the commanders of our navy in general, befecch- 
ing them, that for the fake of their own and their crew’s live.c, and for the 
lake of their country, they would take this matter into their moft feriom 
confideration, and in times of war order a proper platform to be laid in the 
Hold for the reception of the wounded, without waiting for any applica- 
tion from the furgeon of the ffiip. 

As an inducement for their fo doing, 1 beg leave to fet before them the 
example of the late Admiral Leftock (who was univerfally allowed to be as 
good a fea-officer as any of the age) and who upon the profpedl of his 
Ihip’s coming into a< 51 :ion in the year 1744 (though at that time he was 
laid up with a fevere lit of the gout) caufed himfelf to be carried into the 
Neptune's Hold^ that he might be an eye-witnefs of the platform being pro- 
perly conftruSed, which he had before particularly ordered for that place. 
And this able and judicious officer was often heard to declare, that in 
the courfe of his early fcrvices he had fully experienced the ill confequences 
of a contrary meafure, and therefore always recommended this for which I 

am 
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am pleading, to thofe gentlemen who ferved under him, as a matter of the 
higheft importance. 

The brave Captain Speke (a man as much diftinguiflied by his pru- 
dence in advifing, as by his aftivity in executing) did not Tcruple to own 
hiinfclf thoroughly convinced by my reafoning on this lubjeth ; and though 
much innocent pleafantry had occafionally fallen from him whenever this 
became the topic of our converfation, yet afterwards, at the attack of Chan~ 
dernagore, when he himfelf was brought down wounded into tlie Hold, and 
tliere faw the necelTity of the arrangement I have been recommending, he 
with great ferioufnefs made the following declaration to me : “ No fur- 
gcon, my friend, fliall ever again be put to the pain of applying to me 
for a platform in the Hold-, for I now too well perceive what diftrefs 
and embarraflTment muft have attended both you and the wounded, had 
you been obliged to receive and drefs them all indiferiminately in the 
Cockpit:' 

The method which was at that time taken, and which with fubmifllon, I 
think always fliould be taken, was, all the wounded were fent into the 
Cockpit, until that place could hold no more •, afterwards a part of them 
were conveyed into the Cable Tier, Two of my mates were ftationed there, 
to examine into the nature of their wounds. Such as were defperately 
hurt, and whofe cafes, in the opinion of thofe gentlemen, required an im- 
mediate operation, were brought by the aflittants to me and my other 
mates, who were waiting for them on the platform in the Hold. Thofe 
who were Icfs wounded, were drelTed by my two mates in the Cockpit, and 
then placed on the fail, fpread there for that purpofe •, or on a floor made 
of boards, and covered with canvas, in the Cable Tier, 

I cannot conclude, without hinting to my brethren the furgeons of the 
navy, that had I in my earlier years known the confec{uenccs of a hot and 
bloody engagement, as well as I do now, I never would have embarked 
on board a large Ihip of war, without furnifhing myfelf with fix or more 
amputating knives inflead of two or three ; having learnt from experience, 
that the belt of knives after an operation or two quite lofc their keennels ; 
and unfortunately, the exigency of the time is fuch, as will not admit of 
tl’.eir being properly reftored by the hone. The lame reafon holds good 
with refpeft to the number of faw's, which in like manner ought to be in- 
creafed, for to difplace the old, and to put the fpare faw to the frame, is 
equally inconvenient in the time of aftion. I would alfo advife every fur- 
geon to furnifh himfelf with a greater number of crooked needles than have 
been commonly thought fufficient for unlels he has experimentally known 
it, it is impoflible for him to conceive, how many of thefe arc either loft 
or miflaid during the nolle and confufion of an engagement. 


1 
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Having given the befl; dire<5lions in my power, for the better management 
of tlie wounded in a day of battle, with a few hints to the captains of our 
men of war; I could wifh to afeend to the Lords Commiflioners of the Ad- 
miralty, and other gentlemen to whom the conduct of our naval affairs 
is committed, and pray them to take into confideration the prefent difeou- 
raging fituation of the furgeons of the royal navy. 

It is univerfally allowed, that many of thefe gentlemen, are men of the 
greateft abilities in their profefTion *, and the importance of their flation, to .i 
kingdom whofe very exigence depends on the welfare of its fcamen, ap- 
pears at firfl: fight, without the tiouble of entering into a long chain of rca- 
foning. It is alfo as true, that the fcanty provifion at prefent made 
for tite furgeons of this * fervice, when tiiey are out of commiflion, gives 
but little encouragement, either for retaining thofe who are now on the lift, 
or for the acquiring other able ones, lliould there be occafion by the 
breaking out of a new war; for only fifty of the feniors out of three hun- 
dred and upwards whofe names are mentioned on the naval lift, have any 
claim lo half pay; while the others are put to the inoft wretched fliifts to 
earn even a precarious fubfiftence. And what adds greatly to the liardiliip 
of tl'.eir cafe, is, that a great majority of them are gentlemen, who have 
Jiad the advantages of a good education, and been regularly brought up 
in their profeflion ; who embarked in the fervice in their youth, or prime 
of life, have done their duty for feveral years with great credit, and at laft 
after the war was ended, were left to the mercy of a wide world, as much, 
or more at a lofs to get their daily bread, than they were the firft day after 
their apprenticefliip expired. 

It muft be confefled, that a few of them out of fo large a number, 
by their own merit and afikluity, or by the deaths of old praftitioners 
in the feveral places where they fixed tbcmfelves after the peace was made, 
jiavc at this time the happinefs to acquire a comfortable fubfiftence. But 
can it be imagined, that thefe men will ever engage in the navy again (tho’ 
their inclinations may pofTibly lead them to do it) unlefs they could de- 
pend bn a more certain provifion being made for them after another war 

was ended ? It cannot, it muft not be expefted from them. And 

how much the public fervice will fuffer in the want of fuch experienced 
furgeons, I need not mention. For though, upon the breaking out of a 
new war, there is no doubt but that many young men bred up to this 
profeflion, would offer themfelves as candidates for a naval employ, yet 
being new to the fca, and quite unacquainted with praflice, they cannot 
poflibly be put in competition with thofe older furgeons, who have been 
long inured to the fervice, even on the fuppofition that their rcfpeiftive edu- 
cations were exacftly the fame. 

• Every furgeon of the army is intitled to half pay. 

5 I in- 
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I intreat the liberty therefore, (after above 30 years fervice as a fur- 
geon in the navy, and when no advantage can poflibly arife from it to my- 
felf) to recommend it as an objeft worthy of the attention of government, 
that a greater number of Naval furgeons be put upon the half pay lid. 
An effort of this kind, will not fail ot proving highly honourable to its 
chief promoters ; and as hereby a great many excellent practitioners will 
be fecured in the fervice of the public, it is fufficicntly evident, that in the 
end it muff redound to the advantage of Grea/ Biitaln. 
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APPENDIX, 


N^. II. 


Indian Trees, Shrubs, Plants, and Medicines. 


Cocoa-Nut Tree. 

A lthough mention hath already been made of the Cocoa-nut 
tree, yet as its produ{ 5 lions are of fuch great conlequcncc to the 
natives of the Eaft Indies, I cannot avoid prefenting it a fecond time to 
the notice of the reader. It has neither bark nor branch, increafes an- 
nually, and at length gets to a prodigious height. Some of the trees arc 
of 50 years (landing, and 60 feet high, but none are ever more than 18 
inches diameter. The root is compofed of a great number of black 
foft fibres, which are tough, 15 or 16 inches long, and of the thicknefs of 
a goofe quill. The body, or ftalk, is fingle, and full of tough, perpendi- 
cular, and oblique fibres. A bundle of leaves (hoot out annually in a kind 
of fpatha from the top of the ftalk, and is concave towards the centre of 
the plant ; when thefe leaves firft (hoot out and open fully, they are per- 
pendicular, and then the leaves of the laft year are gradually forced from 
them, and become horizontal. Thole of the preceding year fall off, or are 
cut down by the *Toddy gatherers. The old leaves are compofed of a 
ftrong and large middle rib, which fometimes next to the body of the 
tree is as thick as a man’s thigh, and 18 or 20 feet in length. From the 
bundle all around the tree, leaves of two feet or more in length foon grow, 
thefe are double at the bafe, affixed to the rib, and grow taper to a point at 
the end j thefe leaves (land very clofe together, and at the top of the tree 
form an almoft perfe<ft, and pretty looking circle. The flower comes out 
from the concave part of the leaves on the top of the tree ; the footftalk 
of which is as thick as a large man’s wrift, and nearly round •, this di- 
vides and fubdivides into many branches, among which are the flowers, 
snd which in fome fort refemble the leed-veflel of our common plantain. 

When 
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When the flowers fall off, the fruit which is called the cocoa-nut, are in 
great numbers affixed to the fame branches ; they grow to the fize of a 
boy’s head, and are at firft full of a fine plcafant limpid water, which gra- 
dually grows thicker, and at length hardens to a firm nut. 

The Indians make boats, conftruft the frames of their houfes, and make 
rafters, of the body of the tree ; and by fplitting the centre fibre of the 
leaf, and weaving the pinnae together, they cover or thatch them alfo, by 
which they effeftually keep out the wet, even in the rainy feafon. Tliey 
likewife make mats and balkets of the leaves fplit lengthways. They cut 
off a branch, or two, of the flower-ftalk, and hang to the ftump of it an 
earthen pot, in which they colledt every day, from half a pint to a quart 
of Toddy \ this looks like clear whey, and when frefh, being Iweet and grate- 
fully acid, is extremely pleafant : if kept, it eafily ferments, and then it 
is ufed by the baker in fermenting his dough for bread. Good Arrac is 
diftilled from this fermenting juice, and alfo that fiery, fingle and fimple 
diflilled fpirit, called Fool with which our feamen were too frequently in- 
toxicated. 

The nut, when thoroughly ripe, is thin, and of a yellowifli colour. The 
coat or hulk of the Ihell, is compofed of a large quantity of ftrong fibres 
folded from end to end, and is two or three inches thick. With theft; 
fibres, ‘after foaking them fome time in water, they make cables and 
cordage even for their largeft fhips ; and yarns alfo, which are ufed in 
the conftruftion of their Ihips, boats, houfes, &c. thefe they call Kiar- 
Tarns^ as the firft is called Kiar-Cahles. To attempt to enumerate all the 
feveral forts of yarns, would be endlefs -, it is fufficient to fay, that nails 
are fcldom made ufe of in any of the country people’s buildings, and that 
in their Head ropes and yarns are fubftituted. The Ihells of the nut, ferve 
for bottles, cups, glalles, lamps, &c. and at laft they make of them lamp- 
black for painting. 

The contents of the Ihell in its firft ftage is drank as a pleafant, cool- 
ing, refrelhing beverage i in its riper ftate, it is ufed to fatten hogs, eaten as 
a part of the natives diet, and put as a thickner in all their curries : by heat- 
ing it gently over the fire a large quantity of oil is alfo extradded, with 
which the natives rub their hair, and fay that it makes it black, and fome- 
times they make ufe of it in their diet. This oil has no difagreeable fmell 
or tafte, and I do not doubt, but if procured by expreflion, it would be ex- 
ceedingly good. 

After breaking the ftiells and expofing the kernel for fome time to the 
fun, they procure a ftill larger quantity of oil, but which is of a coarfer 
kind tlian the former i this they ufe in lamps, and for their common fervices. 
When the tree is cut by accident, or blown down, the rudiments of the 
leaves which nature had in ftore for the enfuing year, are found to be of 
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a conic fliape, and when cut tranfverfcly, appear Jlke the folds in a hard', 
cabbage, though not fo thick *, this is brought to the table in thin fliccs#. 
and taftes like young almonds or filberds. 

Brabb,. &>. called at Bombay % Palmira, on the Coaft ; andl 

Tall, at Bengal. 

This, grows much in- the fame manner as the cocoa-nut tree, though, T 
think, in general, fomewhat taller. The veftigia of the leaves of former 
years remain longer on this than on the cocoa-nut tree, and when the tree 
is 1 8 or 20 feet high, make it look as if it was covered with fcales. 
The fibres of the wood are rigid, as thofc of the cocoa-nut are tough 
the ftalks of the leaves grow out in. the fame manner, and are 
all as thick at the bafe, but they arc naked fix feet or more from 
the bafe. Tire leaf grows round its own end, like a fan from its centre, 
and being doubly inferred into the end of the footftalk, it appears open 
alnioft to a circle ; the leaves grow together thus for two third.s of their 
length, then they feparate, and each duplicate of the leaf goes gradually to 
a point, which makes each leaf appear like the rays painted round the 
iun, or the heads of Romijh faints, fpreading four feet in diameter : but 
the aggregate of leaves form, a head on the tree, in the i'ame manner as on 
the cocoa-nut. The flower ftalk appears like that of the cocoa-nut, but 
is fomewhat thicker. The fruit is as big as the fruit of that trfee, but 
the liufl-: is not fo fibrous, and lightly divided into three lobes, in each of 
which is a Angle fruit, of an oval form, as big as an hen’s egg, and when 
ripe as fubftantial as a chelnut •, thefe are eaten by the poor, and the na- 
tives feed hogs with them, hut, before they are in a flare, of maturity, 
there is, as 1 was told, a jelly-like fubftance round the kernel which is 
eaten particularly by the rich. The body, of the tree is converted to the 
like ufes as the cocoa-nut, and is of a ftronger contexture, the Palmira rafters 
being efleemed fufficiently ftrong for the beft houfes on the Coromandel coafl. 
The flower-flalk or flalks are cut for the extraiflion of ’Toddy, in che fame 
manner as are thofe of the cocoa-nut tree; the Toddy of the Palmira, is held 
in flill higher eftimation, than that of the cocoa-nut tree, and from thia- 
excraded juice, a fugar is made, which, is finer and, better than that madq. 
irom the juice of the fugar-cane. 

Date Tree.. 

This tree grows much in the fame manner, though not fo high, as the 
two former, only that the vefligia of the leaves of fome former j’cars remain 
longer on this, than on the other trees, and almofl alway.s give to the tree a 
fcaly-like appearance : the leaves grow out ol the head m the fame manner as 
they do from the others. The main fibre is full as long as the cocoa-nut’.';^ 
but much fmaller, fince it feldom exceeds two inches in diameter. The 
fide pinn® are not above four inches long, they are inferred doubly into the 
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bale, where they touch each other, but are far afunder at their points, which 
are hard : the duplicate of the bafe of the leaves is continued along the 
main fibre, lb that it appears fomewhat alated. The flower is like the former, 
but more ramous : the fruit are very numerous, their fhape almoft every 
body is acquainted with, and it is well known that they make a great part 
of the diet of the inhabitants of Arabia^ and part of Perjia^ but not to fo 
great a degree as Pomet has related. The numerous fruit on the trees in 
the Peninfula of India arc never perfectly ripe, although the trees are in 
great abundance there. 


Arica Tree. 

This has been fully deferibed in the t84th page of this work. I fhall only 
add, that it is a fine (lender tree, and grows in much the fame manner as 
the date, &c. 


Bonana and Plantain Trees. 

Thefe grow fo much alike, and the fruit only differing in fizc, that it is 
needlefs to make a diftin< 5 lion ; they are alfo in many places commonly con- 
founded one with the other. Generally the Bonana fruit is the fmalleft, and 
of a round form, whereas the Plantain is angular; there are of them from 
three inches in length, and one in diameter, to eight inches long, and two 
and a quarter diameter, but the larger fort are coarfe. In general, when 
ripe, they are of a fine yellow colour *, yet fome are green, and others of 
a bright red, efpccially the 1‘anjuurinc Plantains, which are held in the 
higheft eftimation. The Plantain tree is not fo tall as the cocoa-nut or 
Brabb, and thick pedicles furround each other at their bafe, and continue 
that appearance to the diftance of fix, eight, and ten feet, when they fpread, 
blit then the pedicle is contraffed, and forms the middle rib of the leaf, 
which leaf is fix or eight feet long, and i8 inches wide, of a beautiful green 
colour, and entire, but eafily to be fplitted crofsways ; the natives fplit 
them, in order to make of the leaf, diflies and plates for putting their 
boiled rice upon. (The leaf is alfo ufed for drelTing blifters with, in the 
Weji Indies.) The flower grows out from the centre of the leaves on a very 
long ftalk, which is as thick as a large man’s wrift, of a deep purple 
colour, a conic fhape, and about lo inches in length; when this appears, 
you fee the fruit furrounding the ftalk in great numbers; 15000! great 
and fmall fruit, have been fecn on one ftalk, but not more than lOQ in ge- 
;neral come to perfeftioa. 


Banian Tree, 

Although this tree hath already been taken notice of in page 199, I fliall 
here prefent to the reader, a more particular defeription of it. 
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This is the Indian^s facred tree, but they do not, as is eommonly fup- 
pofed, pay adoration to it : the root fprcads a great way ; the bark is a rcd- 
dilh brown ; the wood is white and fpungy •, the tree grows to a prodigious 
height, and its branches fpread a great way. The limbs drop down fibres, 
which take root, and become another tree, united by its branches to the 
firft, and fo continue to do until the many trees cover a great extent of 
ground : the arches which thofe different flocks make, are gothic, and as 
before obferved, fomewhat like thofe we fee in IVeJtminJier Abbey \ the flocks 
not being fingle, but appearing as if compofed of many flocks, are of a 
great circumference. There is a certain folemnity accompanying thofe trees ; 
nor do I remember that I was ever under the cover of any of them, but 
that my mind was at the time imprcfled with a reverential awe ! The leaves 
are of a bright, fhining green colour, flefhy, oval, and about fix inches 
long. The fruit is a fig, but of what kind I cannot fay ; it was with dif- 
ficulty I faw thofe which grow on that fpecies of the Banian^ called the 
little Banian (mentioned in the marginal note, page 199, whofe fibres 
had not entered the ground, and formed other trees) on account that the 
birds eat them almofl as foon as they appear. 

I know of no quality this tree has in medicine, but have been told, that 
the dropping fhoots, when young and tender, and boiled in milk with 
the flower of the cocoa-nut tree, is a cure for a Gonorrhoea. 

Little Banian. 

This is a very large fpreading tree. I have feen them 20 feet round 
the flock, which carried the appearance of being many flocks clofely united. 
The outer bark is of a whitifh, the inner is fpungy and of a reddifh brown 
colour. Shoots drop from the branches, and look as if they were defigned 
to touch the ground, and take root, in order to form another body, but I 
never faw that they did fo. The Iraf is of a deep fhining green above, but 
very pale below, and highly ribbed on the upper fide ; it emits a milky 
juice. The flowers I could never find, but I imagine they are the fame 
as thofe of the common fig. The fruit is a fig of the fize of a fmall hazel 
nut, of a pale flefh colour, fpotted with a deep purple. This tree grows 
all over India, and was curforily mentioned in my note made at Gom- 
broon. 


PooN Tree. 

This tree grows very tall and flrait ; the bark is greyifh ; the wood light, 
but tolerably flrong ; it is frequently ufed for mafls, but unlefs great care 
is taken to keep the wet from the ends of it, it foon rots. I meafured one 
of thofe trees in Maham wood on the ifland of Bombay, which though 
but 14 inches in diameter near the ground, yet was full 50 feet high, 
and gradually taper. On and near the top, on the fevcral branches, 

5 grow 
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grow the leaves, which are long and (lender, fcven on each petiole in 
a ftellated form, and affixed by ftiort pedicles. The flowers which this tree 
produces, I have not feen. The fruit is in a hard pod, opening in two of 
its convex fides, lhaped like a pear, but only a little flatted •, it is five 
inches long, of a fine crimfon colour, containing two rows of circular 
flatted feeds, as big as a boy’s marbles, and of a crimfon colour. 

Red Wood Tree. 

This grow'S to near 30 feet in height, it is full of Ihort branches arifing 
from the very root. The bark is red, and of an aftringent tafte ; the leaves 
areflrining, and thick like our bay, oval, and about three inches long. The 
flower has efcaped my notice. I’he fruit is yellow, of the fize and ftiape of 
a very fmall olive, pulpy, very fweet, and contains a milky juice. The 
ftone is large for the fize of the fruit, and of a deep brown colour •, the 
kernel white, and tailing the fmallert bit of it naufeates the ftomach. 

Tulip Tree, called Bendar. 

The branches of this tree may eafily be cut into a fine thick, fj^reading 
head, and it naturally fpreads a great deal. It is planted by the European 
gentlemen in India^ for forming their fhady walks. The bark of it is brown, 
the leaves are pretty large, and undulated, with a long flender point at the 
end. The flowers are like rulips in fliape, though the corolla are not fo 
flefliy as thofe of the tulip, and are often curled on their upper part ; fome 
are of a yellow, fome of a red colour only, but moft of them are varie- 
gated. The leed-veflel is a round pod, a little pointed, not very hard, and 
divided lightly into three lobes, which contain a fmall black feed of a cot- 
ton-like fubftance. 


EupHORlfclUM. 

On the ifland of Ceylon^ this tree grows to a tolerable fize, and is to be 
found in great plenty. The bark is grey, wood white, and pretty firm ; 
all the fmaller limbs and branches, which are very numerous, are compofed 
of triangular, flefliy, folid, deep green lubftances, each about three inches 
long, affixed to the ends of each other, where they are fmaller than in the 
middle : at the joints, there come out oppofite to each other, fometimes 
four very fmall flefliy leaves, and little red fibres, which are all the ap- 
pearances of flower or fruit that I have ever feen. The joints near the flock 
of the tree, are much thicker and longer than the others, and fometimes 
near the extremity of the branches, they are a little flatted. The branches 
fpread a great deal, and the whole and every part of the tree yield a large 
quantity of a cauftic milky juice, which foon grows tough and ropy like bird- 
lime, clogging up the wound you made in the tree to let it out, and foon 
hardening to the Gum-Euphorhium of the Ihops. I could not find that any 
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<sf the trees yielded the Euphorbium fpontaneoufly, and all the gum juice 
that at any time was found about the Hem of the tree, might eafily be 
traced as coming from a wound. 

In all the other parts of India except Ceylon., I never faw any part of the 
tree that was woody, but the plant from the very ground was compofed of 
thofe late mentioned joints. At Bombay, and fome other places, there is a 
fpecies of it, which the natives plant around their fields and gardens, and 
which grows three or four feet high ; this is of a yellowifh colour, and as 
thick as a large man’s wrift, fquare, but as it were a little twilled ; on the 
angles grow very numerous lharp fpines, and round thofe fpines very’ fmall 
leaves and flowers, fuch as are between the joints of the fort before de- 
feribed ; the juice of this, is of the fame kind as that of the other 
fort. 

Milky Hedge. 

This is rather a flirub, which they plant for hedges on the coafl: of 
Coromandel ; the root of it grows in all direflions, and is woody. In thefc 
hedges the ftems are not to a great degree woody, but where they are fo, 
then the bark is grey and cracked, the wood white, and pretty folid. The 
whole Ihrub grows very bufhy, with numerous erefl branches, which are 
compofed of cylindrical joints, as thick as a tobacco pipe, of a green 
colour, and from three to fix inches long; the joints are thicker than the 
other parts, but upon any accidental violence, the plant always breaks firft 
at thofe joints, and then it yields an exceflive caufliic milk, which prevents 
any human being going through the hedge, for it blifters whatever part 
of the Ikin it touches, yet I have feen buffaloes and goats to eat of it. 
When the joints are broken off at each end, the tube then contains but very 
little of this milk, with which I once ventured to touch my tongue, 
and found k a little fweet. At Bombay it grows to the fize of a fmall tree, 
and the wood is greatly valued tlilSre for burning to charcoal for the fineft: 
gunpowder. ' As to the great medicinal virtues which it is fuppofed to 
contain, it will be necefl'ary, in order to convey an idea of them, to relate 
the flory that gave rife to its fame. 

There was in my time a poor Portugueze widow woman, who was the 
oldefl female of her family, and had wrought furprifing cures in the 
mofl; inveterate venereal diforders, many of which had been pronounced by 
41II other pra< 5 litioners, even European phyficians, as incurable ; thefe noto- 
rious fa6ls had induced the company’s fervants, and particularly their fur- 
geons, to offer a very confiderablc premium to the woman, for a difeovery 
of her medicine, but fhe always refufed to comply, afligning for her 
reafon, that while it was a fecret, it was a certain provifion for the main- 
tenance of the family, as well in the prefent as in future generations. On 
account of this denial, our furgeons, when a particular cafe has been under 
her management, have been at the expence to have her motions with- 
out 
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out doors carefully watched, and as they were not able to difcover 
that fhe ever gathered of any other plant or tree but this, they conjec- 
ture that it is the juice thereof, with which (he performs iier extraordinary 
cures. 

I interrogated feveral of the black dodlors, who all agreed that it 
will cure the hues Venerea^ but differed as to the manner of adminiftring 
it ; fome faying that a joint of it flaould be eaten every morning, others 
that the milk only fhould be dropped on fugar, and then put into milk, 
oil, See. and given daily to the patienu / 

Jallap Plant. 

The root grows perpendicularly, of the fhape and ffze of a carrot, tough, 
black without, and white within. The plant is robulf, and fhrubby, and 
is planted in the Eaji Indian gardens for borders to their partitions, and is 
cut like our box or quickfet hedges. The flowers are the Belle de nuit of 
our gardens -, they grow in great numbers on the plant, and are of various 
colours. The feed remain after the falling off of the flower, naked. Angle, 
and of the fize, colour, fhape, and ftrufture of a large pepper corn. 
Twice the quantity given by us for a dofe of our Jallap^ is required in 
general of this, but as it grows wild in fome parts ot India, an equal quan- 
tity of that wild fort is fufficient. 


Doll. 

The root is perpendicular and woody, throwing off fome lateral fibre?. 
The plant grows in height to eight feet, and is Ihrubby. The leaves art 
of a pale green, and fomewhat woolly, but do not grow very thick on the 
plant. The flowers are yellow, and of the fhape of our pca-blofibms : the 
pod and feed rcfemble our pea-pods and peas, and thefe feed arc fplir, 
and ufed as peafe, and next to rice, arq^the principal part of the Indian lea- 
men’s food. 


Mungoose Plant, or Cassunda, 

The root grows perpendicularly, and throws off fome fibres ; it is fmall 
and woody. The plant is ereft, the lower part of it naked and woody 
the upper part divides into many branches, in proportion to the goodnefs 
of the foil : it grows about two feet high, and fpreads much, when in 
a rich foil. The flowers are yellow, and like the pea-flower, they grow 
on fpikes, and at a diftance make a fliowy appearance, 'I'hc ])ods are very 
narrow, and r.bout fix inches long, containing feveral fmall feeds. T he 
whole plant yields a naufeous difagreeable fmell. The root, is what the 
Mungoofe (a brown animal of the ferret kind, an enemy to fn -.kcs, rats, and 
mice) retires to when wounded by the Covra Capclla, which he digs for. 
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and eats fome of, and then returns to the fight, and generally kills his 
antagonilh Thefe circumftances I cannot fay I ever faw, but received 
the account from perfons of undoubted credit. 

Mulberry Tree. 

This tree refembles thofe of the fame fpecics in Englaniy but the fruit 
is much fmaller in India., than in Europe. 

CONISSIE, 

Is a fhrub, which grows like a currant bulb on Malabar hill, in Bombay. 
The roots run horizontal in the ground, and, if broken, emit a little 
milky juice : the ^bark of the root is a fine bitter, and lomewhat of an 
aromatic tafte. A decoflion of it is given with fuccefs in fluxes. This bark 
is rougher, and not of fo deep a brown colour, as that which is commonly 
called at Bombay the ConiJJie-hzvk, at Tellicherry the Congerie-h<ir]f., and by 
the late Mr. Swan, Cort dc palla \ which is a thin, dark brown bark, with a 
whitifh mofs on it, a fcruple of which is given every evening as an excellent 
medicine in confirmed dyfenteric fluxes, as well as in agues, and which is 
laid to be taken from a large tree, the common fupporter of the pepper 
about ‘Tellicberry, as mentioned in page 191 : the leaves of which tree are 
oval and indented, and the fruit are like an orange in lhape and colour. 

Dofbor Hill mentions the Malabar ears as the fruit of the tree, from 
which he fuppofes the ConiJJie-'oz.xV. to be taken •, but the bark yielding thofe 
ears has Kttle or no tafte, as will hereafter appear ; what it has, is neared to 
that of the liquorice root. 

After all, the indefatigable Mr. Slhomas was of opinion, that the Coniffie, 
which grows on Malabar hill at Bombay, is the very fhrub from which that 
excellent bark, mentioned in the preceding part of this work, is taken, and 
he believed that Don Diego the Portuguefe do6lor at Bombay (by whom we 
ufecl to be fupplied with it, and as he pretended from Tellicherry) deceived 
us in the accounts he gave concerning it. Mr. Thomas'^ words are : 
“ It grows on Malabar hill, though Diego endeavoured as much as poflible 
to hide it from you and me, but I once faw fome of the branches of the 
flirub with the ufeful bark on it, by accident in his Ihop, and afterwards 
found the Ihrub on that hill, the whole of which affords a milky juice. 
Diego fays, that he gives the Congerie or Tellicherry bark (he chofe not to 
fay the Conijfic) in intermittents only, and that it anfwers as well as the 
Jefuits bark j but from experience you and I know that it anfwers alfo in 
old fluxes, and its virtues are well known to every praftitioner in India, as 
well as to many in Europe." 


CODAOI 
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CoDAGi Palli, called by Mr. Swan Cort de PalLa. 

V This is a fmall tree, or very large flirub. The bark is of a dufley white 
withovit, and white with a grecnifh caft within, (it grows at St. Thomas'% 
Mount near Fort St. George) i the leaves prefent theml'elves on the branches 
in pairs, and are at the diftance of four inches from each other ; they 
grow with ftiort pedicles, arc of an oblong form, pointed, and of a fine 
grafTy green colour. The flowers I never faw. The leed-vclTels grow from 
a (hallow cup, on a footftalk of three inches-, they are double, 14 inches 
long, green, frhooth, and as thick as a fwan’s quill : when ripe, they arc 
black, and longitudinally furrowed, fometimes forming nearly a circle, fomc- 
times an ellipfis, at other times they are nearly parallel, but always touching 
at their ends, and at their ends only. From their lhape they are called M.a- 
labar-ears., on account of the refemblance they bear to the ears of the women 
on the Malabar coaft, which from the large flit made in them, and the 
great weight of ornamental rings put into them, are rendered very large, and lb 
long as that they fometimes touch the very fhoulders. Thcfe veflels have 
brown feeds, of the fliape of our oats, contained in a fine fibrous filky fub- 
(lance of a pale colour. I could not find that the bark is at all ufed, and 
what Dr. Hill., and the author, have before called Codagi Pahis, is the' bark 
of a large timber-tree with indented leaves, on the Malabar coaft, commonly 
named the Congerie bark. The feeds however are ufed as carminatives, 
and on the coaft of Malabar are highly valued for their medicinal virtue in 
the cure of fluxes, for which end they chew a few of them morning and 
evening. 

B r. E T 1. E. 

This is a volubllis, and is fupported on (licks, like French beans, and 
runs 12 feet high •, the leaf is flelhy, and of a pleafant green j its ufes have 
been related in p. 184 and elfewhere. 

, Tamarind. 

This tree is very large, and has been well deferibed by Dr. Hill. 

Mussendell. 

The root is fibrous, perpendicular and woody. The (lalks grow double 
from the root, are woody and tough, with a thin brown bark over 
the green : the leaves grow in pairs, are foft, of a bright green, whitifli 
above, and hoary below ; the flowers grow on umbels in the alas of the 
leaves near the top of the branches. 

Talmoolie. 

The root is like a radilh, but fmaller; brown on the outfide, and accom- 
panied with many fmaller roots, from which grow the leaves. I have never 
.feen any flower or fruit on them 
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Agnus Castus. 

This grows to a fmall tree, it is well defcribed by Dr. Hill^ its leaves 
are ufed in difcutient fomentations. 

Cinnamon Tjiee. 

This grows only in Ceylon ; it will incrcafe to a very large tree, but when 
large, the bark is of no ufe (as it grows very thick and fpungy) except 
when they diilil it for its oil, or for cordial waters, of which laft the Dutch 
have great variety, and very fine. The bark of the branches is the firft year 
of an elegant green, and almoft tranfparent. The fccond year it is brown; 
the third, they take it off for cinnamon. That the root of an old tree pro- 
duces camphire, has already been noticed. The natives make an oil from 
the fruit, which fruit is hard, and has the appearance of old caftilc foap, 
and when fcraped yields an agreeable fragrancy. The Dutch are very 
careful that no cinnamon or oil be carried from the ifland by foreigners, 
and cinnamon fells in any Dutch fettlcment in India for two dollars per lb. 

Glantigura or Gocrow. 

This is a handfome plant, grows i6 inches high, the root ftrikes perpen- 
dicular into the ground, is yellow, and throws off fome loofe fibres; the 
ftalk is fingle, ereft and fucculent, but foon divides and fubdividcs into 
a number of branches which are alfo green and fucculent. The leaves are 
of a pale but pleafant green, fomewhat thick. The flowers are yellow, and 
campaniform ; they grow in the ala: of the leaves, and at the divifion of the 
branches ; the fruit is only a hufk, which contains one ftcllated feed, whofe 
points are very fliarp, and when dry it falls into feveral pieces, each having 
two fpines ; the make of the hufk is adapted to the fliape of the feed. 
A fmall branch of this plant, when frefh, dipped two or three times into a 
bafon of water, changes the water to the confiftence of the white of an egg, 
changes milk to the thicknefs of rich cream, and gives to both a very 
agreeable fmell and tafle. 1 lalf a pint of this cream drank every morn- 
ing, in the courfe of lo days, as I, and Mr. Thomas too, experienced in 
our praflice, often cured a Gonorrhoea without the aid of any other medi- 
cine ; the firft account we received of the virtues of this plant was from 
Dr. Diego, whofe name has already occurred. 

Mr. Thomas, in a letter he favoured me with foon after his arrival 
in England from India, wrote thus ; “The mucilage plant, you well remem- 
ber \vc fuccefsfully tryed in Gonorrhoeas, dipped in milk agreeable to Diego's 
dirt<5lions, as well as with fome advantage for diforders in the breaft. I 
rnuft now inform you, that the Indians ule it to purify their foul water. 
On the coaft of Coromandel, where it grows in great abundance, they 
call it Glantigiigla or Grantigugra. At Bombay Dr. Diego called the feeds 
hU’ufcttc, and l.ud he gave a dccodion of them to promote fpitting in a fali- 
5 vation. 
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vation. The Perfees and Portiiguefe women cultivate it in their garden?, 
call ViGogruc, or Gocruc, and give it infufed in wine to their hufbands, “ I'o 
make back ftrong and as I thought this intention conveyed an idea of its 
poreHing a ftyptic quality, I grew fearful of adminiilering it in venereal 
difordcrs, but an incident foon happened to diffipate my fears, and to reft< re 
to my mind its former favourable imprefllons. A friend of yours and mine, 
under my care, who had been vexed with an obftinate indurated venereal 
Buboy from which only a green fetid difeharge could be procured, hearing 
of the virtues of this plant, and being ftruck with the limplicity of the pro- 
mifed cure, refolved, contrary to my advice, to make ufe of the mucilage 
plant in milk, and truth obliges me to fay, that he had not taken it more 
than three days before the Bubo fubfided, the matter became pure, and foon 
afterwards he was perfedlly cured by this medicine only.” 

B U R N O, 

Is a large tree. The leaves grow in bunches on the top of the branches, 
three together, on a pedicle of 6 inches ; they are foft to the touch, of a 
bright green, and which the natives give as a cooler in fevers. 

WOOLAT CONGWILL. 

This grows to a fmall tree j it is a kind of mallows. 

Naloe Usitica, 

Is a very fmall plant, does not grow creel j the natives make ufe of it 
as an aftringent in fluxes. 


JA CKAILE. 

This grows to 10 inches in height, and three or four ftalks come 
from one root j they give the whole plant as a febrifuge. 

Sambramac. 

They give a draught of a decoflion of this plant over night for a 
cathartic. 

Palhair. 

This has many Iharp (pinous feeds, and is givfen in a Gonorrheea. 

Chatrass. 

Dip this plant in boiling water and then rub it on the tongue, after- 
wards wafli the mouth with the impregnated water, and it will cure ex- 
coriations from lime, pepper, 
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D0U8RAC. 

Is a volubilis with blue flowers, and five feeds in a bunch that are like 
the fpice cloves. A decoftion made of the plant, it is faid, will cure a 
Conorrbxa. 

JUMMIE. 

A decoftion of this plant is given to cure agues, and fevers that arc 
attended with fliivcrings. 


, Havisac. 

This is a laxative, given in decoftions to remove the effefts of a debauch, 

Chaddock. 

This is a tree which grows like the lemon-tree, the fruit is alfo of that 
kind, grows as large as a man’s head, and is round ; it is a fine plcafant 
fruit, is eaten at our tables, and reckoned as wholefome a fruit as any in 
India : there are plenty of them at Ceylon and other places, and they com- 
monly are called pumple or pimple-nofes. 

COLOCYNTH. 

This is well deferibed by Dr. Hill. I have feen them at Fori Si. David 
fpread full twenty yards in diameter ; they lie clofe to the ground, and gene- 
rally fill the whole Ipace of ground they run over, forming an almoft perfect 
circle. The Cathartic quality of this plant is too well known to need a 
defer iption. 

B o N N E E. 

This is a robufl; fhrubby plant, grows to two feet in height, and ramous. 
The root goes perpendicularly into the ground, and is as thick as a fwan’s 
quill, but divides below. The leaves on the branches are pretty numerous. 
The flowers are of a fine purple like our pea-flower, . The root powdered 
and mixed with pepper, is given by way of fnuff to clear the head when 
ftufled. , 

God’s Pipull. 

This is a fhrub which grows four feet high ; its root, which is an inch 
in diameter, is of the tap kind, of a reddifh brown on the outfide, and white 
within. The leaf is of a bright green. The root bruifed, and applied as a 
cataplafm, the natives fay, will cure pained limbs. , 

■V 

Maccumseem. 

The root, which grows like the liquorice, is as thick as a man’s finger, 
fibrous, in colour fomewhat grey, but tinged yellow. The ftalk is round 

and 
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and green. It grows to a confiderablc height, but the (talk is fo flcndcr 
that it is not able to fupport itfelf. The leaves grow three together on mo' 
derately long pedicles ; they are of a deep green colour above, but paler 
below. The flowers I have not feen. The fruit is a pod, of the fhape of 
that of the pea, about five inches long, and two wide. The feeds are 
enclofed in a double membrane, are of an oval fhape, a little flatted, and 
half an inch long, y The juice of the root is given in a dropfy. 

Racalcurry. 

This has a tap root, which neverthelefs throws off many fibres that arc 
nearly as large as itfelf, but not much bigger than pack-thread. The 
ftalk grows 1 8 inches high, but is procumbent ; it has five deep furrows 
running along all its length ; the ftalk, which is of a green colour, throws 
out many branches. Leaves of different fhapes, grow from the Irranches 
on pedicles of four inches. At every joint of the main ftalk arc two fmall 
cordated leaves furrounding it by their bafe, and, as the joints are near each 
other, thefe appear like fquammar. The flower is a fmall bilabcated corolla ; 
I could find no ftamina : the ftylc is pyramidal, with many fine fibres on the 
top of it. 1 lie fruit is a pod about three inches long, as thick as a crow’s 
quill, and ftrait, containing about ten black feeds-, tliree of thefe pods grow 
from the top of every branch. /The juice of this plant given with honey, 
is efteemed to be a great cooler. 

Harritose. 

The root is fibrous the plant is compofed of a number of fquare hollow 
joints four inches long and 4 inch wide, of a deep green colour ; it 

feeks fupport from bullies and trees, and grows pretty long, and is much 
divided. When near the ground it throws out roots at its joints, and emits 
a milky juice. At every joint is one leaf, (on fhort, fucculenr, and bright 
green petioles) and a flower. The flowers are red, and umbelliferous, but 
1 have not feen them perfedl. The whole plant is tiled as a repellent and 
dilTolvent. 

Acknok. 

The root grows perpendicularly, and is of the thicknefs of a ^-nw-quiU. 
The plant is a creeper, which throws out roots at its joint'-, and runs up 
trees, to the height of 12 or 14 feet. 1 he leaves arc o.t a deep green, 
grow regularly at four inches diftance from one another. v"l he juice of tlic 
plant is given with pepper for the cure of an .mafarcous fvt'elhng-, one table 
fpoonful and half is efteemed, to be a luificient quaiuuy for a purging 
dofe. 

Lajutee. 

This is a pretty little plant with a perpendicular root as thick as a fmall 
pack-thread, but which divides. The ftalk is nuked for about two inches, 
7 rcddifti 
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reddifh at bottom, but woolly above, where it forms a kind of head, and 
throws out above twenty ereft fibres four inches long, round, red, and 
woolly : on two thirds of the outer ones are the leaves, of a fine green colour. 
On the top of the remaining third part of the fibres arc the flowers, five 
on each, the calyx is green, corolla yellow. - The root is powdered and 
applied to wounds. 


Kaoon. 

The root is tuberous and like ginger : the ftalk grows upwards five feet, 
and is 4 of sn inch in diameter, of a brownifh green colour, jointed regu- 
larly at the diftance of three inches. The leaves grow near the top alter- 
nately, diftant from each other three inches they are loft, and furround 
the ftalk at their bafe. The flower is compofed of a few green-coloured 
Iquamm* on the top of the ftalk. The fruit is a triangular pod, which 
contains numerous black angular feeds. 

Dunqueen. 

The root is as big as a goofe-quill, goes down perpendicularly, fend- 
ing off lateral flioots. The ftalk is round, green, and of the thicknefs of 
the root, but foon divides into five or fix branches. The leaves grow at 
the joints, at the diftance of five inches from each other, upon a petiole 
of three inches; they are hairy and of a deep green colour; in the alae of 
thefe grow the flowers. The juice of it allays thirft in fevers. 

SOONRAGE. 

The root is a bundle of thick fhort perpendicular fibres. The ftalk is as 
thick as a man’s finger, grows ereifl:, and to the height of two feet, but 
naked r of its length, jointed regularly at the diftance of one inch. On 
the upper third joints, the pale green leaves alternately grow, and furround 
the ftalk. The flowers grow in fquamous heads on the top of every 
ftalk. The juice is given in fevers ; and the leaf and root when pounded 
is applied as a repellent to fwellings in the groin. 

Conic Champow. 

This grows to a tolerable large tree, and fpreads very much ; its leaves 
will difeover it from every other tree; they are of a pale but fhining green, and 
fix of them grow round the end of every branch in a radiated manner. 
When the leaves fall off, the part they broke from becomes a feparate branch, 
at the end of which, fix other fuch leaves fhoot our. In the center of thofe 
radii, another branch is produced with fix more leaves, and were it not 
for. accidents the tree would grow regularly tall. The flowers I have never 
fecn. The fruit confifts of many long llcnder pods, which are but very little 
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thicker than pack-thread, in length fix inches ; thefe arc round, and contain 
oblong feeds, but opportunity did not offer for tny feeing them when ripe. 
There are various forts of this fpccies of trees. 

Kol Meg, in Bengali Great, in Bombay: 

The root is fibrous and contorted. The plant grows 15 inches high. 
The leaves feel very foft. , It is excefiively bitter, and given as a ftomachic 
and vermifuge. 

Esurmool. 

The root is long, and about 4 an inch’ in diameter, and without lefTcning 
its fize runs like liquorice a good way into the ground, being brown on the 
outfide, and yellow within : as the root is fomewhat contorted, plants arife 
from different parts of it, and thefe grow fo as to be 18 inches high, but 
as they are flender they require to be lupported. The leaves are of a light 
green, flefhy, and grow but thinly on the plant. The root is powdered 
and ufed in foul ulcers ; but its mofl excellent quality is, that if a piece of 
it is held in the hand, it will drive the covra capella fnakes away from you 
in great hafte, as they will not come near the place where the root is. 

Du RKA JoMP. 

The root is black, fmall, contorted and tuberous, thickly fet with nume- 
rous black rigid fibres. From each branch of the root grow fingle, hard, 
fquare, bl.ack fliining ft dks, naked about a foot from the ground, then at 
every three inches diftanct grow, in pairs, the leaves j it rifes to two feet. 
The feeds, I think, are round the margin of the leaf. 

Durka Jomp, 2d. 

The root confifts of a number of very fine, fmall, black fibres -, from 
thefe grow feveral fine black fliining ftalks, 10 or 12 inches high, as thick 
as a pack-thread at bottom, but gradually leffening upwards. 

Calka Jomp. 

The root is comp^fed of a number of fmall black rigid fibres from a 
kind of head, from vrhich alfo grows the ftalk; this ftalk is perfectly round, 
woody and ftrair, and grows to 14 inches in height; on the top, it is divided 
into two branches, and thofe again into two others, on the top of which 
branches are the leaves, which are of a pleafant green colour, The three 
laft plants are reckoned to be great peftorals. 

Shawlpon. 

This grows from the ground three feet, but not quite ereft. The root 
is fmall and fibrous yet perpendicular. The leaves grow alternately and are 
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of a pale green. The flower I have not feen. The parts where the fruit 
are produced are above the leaves. . This, and half a dozen more, cooling 
plants are made into a decoftion, and given in India as their greateft febri- 
fuge. 


SuTTA Mullie. 

The roots are very numerous ; they hang from the bafe of the plant by 
thin fibres, which gradually^enlargc to the fizc of a man’s finger, then taper 
gradually to a point, they are about eight inches long, white and fucculent, 
cafily dividing lengthways. There is alfo amongft them, here and there, 
a fmall fibre which runs off to a confidcrable diflance, and from this 
grow frelh bundles of roots which fend up plants. The flalks are of the 
fize of a fwan’s quill, woody and fpinous, and fome of them grow 1 2 feet 
high, then come branches which are very like the afparagus, but fpinous, and 
are an inch afunder. Indeed the firft (hoots from the ground, which are alfo 
fpinous, bear likewife fome refcmblance to the afparagus. The quantity 
of roots which was brought to me, and was the produce of one original 
plant, would more than fill a peck meafure. . The juice of the root 
is given in Gonqrrhceas, 


Nawpetkee. 

This is a beautiful little creeper, and fpreads a good deal. The flower and 
fruit anfwer the charafter of Dr. Hills Cordiofpermum., only that the feed 
is a beautiful blue. 


Bale Tree. 

This grows to a large tree and is fpinous : under each fpine grow the 
leaves, which are of a pale green. It bears fruit, Ibme of which are as big 
as a boy’s head ; when ripe they are of a greenifh yellow ; the (kin is very 
thin, and fmells like a citron, under which is a hard woody fliell 4 of an 
inch thick, full of a fine pulp, of an high flavour, and which is elleemed to 
be very nutritive-, in this are very bitter feeds covered with a fine balfamic 
fubftance, of the colour and confiftence of Venice turpentine. The whole 
when dry is red and granulated, and given on the Coromandel coaft in tlic 
jaft fiage of a fever, and is called Billapatrce. 

Doomar. 

This is a fmall tree, or rather (hrub, growing in hedges, or out of walls ; 
the bark is grey and rough. The leaves are of a pale green the upper part 
of the leaf is paler than the under part, the latter is very harfli and rough. 
The fruit is a yellow fig of the lize of our fig in Europe. It grows all 
over India., and on the coaft of Mclahar they ule the leaf to polifli their 
Black-'wocd. 


.ScAlt- 
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Scarlet Fig. 

This is a very fpreading tree, the branches generally growing in a cir- 
cular manner as if cut by art, the under part of the limbs making almoff 
a plane at the diftance of lo or 12 feet from the ground, affording fine 
fhelter for the cattle ; the upper part is convex, and of a confiderable height. 
The femidiameter of one near Calcutta in Bengal is full 20 yards. The bark 
is brown, the fkin next it, and alfo the wood, is of a bright reddifh brown. 
All the figs from their limbs drop fltoots which take root. The leaf is of a 
fine deep fhining green above, but Ibmewhat paler below. It flowers as the 
other figs do i the fruit is a fine fcarlct fig, whole diameter is an inch. 

CODDAM. 

This is a large timber-tree which grows to 40 feet in height ; the root 
fpreads much. The bark is grey, and much cracked ; the wood is of a pale 
yellow, and clofe grained. The leaves are of a fine green colour and elegantly 
ribbed, they grow in pairs. The flower grows .at the end of the branches, 
it is round and of the fize of a tennis-ball, and almofl: as hard, excepting 
the ftyle, which is much longer than the cup, and being pcrfedly white, 
(landing out of it, makes it look as if it was larded ; the furface of 
the ball is made up of fine yellow monopetalous cups, 4 of an inch long, 
divided into five parts for a third of their length ; and their five (lamina are 
fltorter than the cups. Stigma are oval •, thefe are fo very clofe together as 
to make it of the hardnefs above-mentioned •, within this, of the fame length, 
is another feries of white flowers : the reft is a fibrous white ftufF, without 
any appearance of feed the flower is fixed to a long and (lender peduncle. 
This tree is planted for ornament and fliade, on the fides of the walks at 
Bengal. 

SiNGO, on the Malabar coaftj Morunga, on the Coromatidd. 

This tree grows up to 20 feet, and fpreads a great deal. 'J'he bark 1*^ 
nearly white, the ftin that is next to it, reddilh ; the wood is whitilh and 
fpungy. The leaves are of a pale green, very tender, and pinnated fartlicr 
than Dr. Hill deferibes them to be, but I think what he calls t!ie ramofc 
leaf of the Ben, comes nearell to a true defeription. The flowers are white, 
and grow on large fpikes alinoft covering the tree, yielding a beautiful 
appearance. The fruit is a long triangular pod, which contains in its 
cavities hard, angular, alated nuts, and which I apprehend to be the Ben nuts. 
The root of this tree is ufed as horfe-radifli, and taftes very much like it. 
The leaves mixed with a little fait, and taken after a forfeit, vomit fmartly. 
The fruit when green the Indians eat in their curries, and fo they do the 
flowers. The tree affords a reddifh gum, in fliape and quality like gum ‘T'ru- 
gacanth. ^ery, if the wood be not the Lignum Nephriticum ? It grows 
all over India. 


Jack 
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Jack. 

Is alarge Tpreading tree> the hark is brown and rough, the wood of a fine 
bright yellow, and takes a good poliib, the leaves are of a deep Ihining green. 
The flowers groyy out of the flock and large branches on fliort foot-ftalks •, 
they are white, very flelhy, and fhaped like a tulip. The fruit is large, 
rough, and of an oblong figure, containing three feries of feeds, which are 
about the fize of a bergamote pear •, within thefe, is a large kernel which 
fills the Jack to within a third of an inch of its diameter •, the coat of this 
is what is eaten, and which is extremely fweet and lufeious ; it feels in the 
mouth like prefcrved citron, though fomewhat tougher and harder. Some 
of thefe capfules weigh more than 20 pounds. The tree grows in every 
country in India^ but the Dutch are more fond of the fruit than any other 
of the Europeans. 

Chulta. 

An elegant flower tree. It grows near Surman*% bridge in Bengal^ and has 
been fully deferibed in p, 184. 

White Champowe. 

This is a fmall tree, but it fpreads much the flowers appear firft round 
the ends of the branches, and are of the lhape andfmell of a jonquil, but of 
a white colour *, after the flower, the leaves come out in the fame manner 
rpund the ends of the branches, but no where elfe, fo that on the outfide, 
the tree looks well covered, but if you look from under, it i.s a Ihdl : 
when the leaves are off it appears like a tree divefted of all its fmall branches, 
there being none that are lefs than an inch in diameter, nor are there many 
of thefe. The wood is fpungy the bark fmooth and brown, it fmells very 
fweet. This tree grows all over India. 

Yellow Champowe. 

This is the Micbilia of Doftor and by him has been well deferibed. 
This is the fineft fort of all, and its flowers perfume the woods. 

Mango, vide p. 184. 

Dolcorunda or Chetha. 

This grows to 1 2 and fometimes to 20 feet in height, and is in its growth, 
and the colour of its bark fomewhat like our hazel ; the leaves are of a 
dirty green above, and of a whitifh colour below, highly ribbed, and to the 
touch are rough and harlh. I have never feen the flower, but the fruit is 
a long flat pod containing fome feeds. In dry weather, the leaves double, 
when they appear oval with one fide ftrait. vThc natives fmoke the leaves 
over a lamp, and apply them to the eyes in order to remove a dulnefs of the 
fight occafioned by a fever, &c. They alfo rowl their Charcots in them (or 
Segars as they are called in the Pf'eji Indies). .. 


Bedam. 
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Bedam. 

This grows in fome places very tall even to 50 or 60 feet, and where it 
does not Ihoot high it fpreads much. The branches are horizontal, and the 
leaves grow round their ends, and are of a bright green colour. The 
flowers are ftaminous, growing round the end of the branches among the 
leaves. The fruit are like almonds, and alfo are contained in hulks, the 
infide of which are red, and of an acid tafte. The kernel taftes like a 
young almond, and is compofed of fine clolcly-compafted fcales. 

Custard Apple. 

This grows as large as our apple tree. The bark is brown and 
fmooth. The leaves are of a deep green colour, deeply furrowed, and 
highly ridged •, they grow alternately on the branches. The flowers arc 
monopetalous and cup-like, having many ftamina. The fruit is like the 
cone of a pine, of a foft green colour, but white infide, having many 
oblong feeds intermixed with its pulp, the latter tailing very much like a 
rich cuftard. There is another fort of this kind of fruit which is fomewhat 
fwceter than this, but grows altogether in the like manner. 

Atlas. 

This is a very large and ftrong tree, with leaves confiderably large, 
which are of a pale dirty green colour. The flowers grow on fpikes greatly 
ramified, and look well on the treej on each fubdivifion of the fpike is a 
flower, whofe calyx is Ample and green ; the corolla is a white monopeta- 
lous cup with four fmall hooked filaments. The fruit is a hard green ball, 
as large as a cricket ball, inclofing two hard feeds of the lhape and fize 
of nutmegs. 

Fig. 

This is a large tree, and drops fibrous Ihoots from its branches like the 
other fig or Banian trees. The bark is brown. The leaves are of a bright 
(hining green. The fruit is round, an inch in diameter, and of a pale 
flelh colour. 


Trepalta or Morroock. 

It grows to be about 16 feet high, the bark is whitifh, armed with ftrong 
fpines. The wood is foft, fpungy, very light, and fit for being made into 
feabbards for fword blades. The leaves are of a pale green, and fome of 
them have long pedicles hanging to their points like thofe on the little 
Banian tree. The flower (which commonly by us is called (hoe-flower, 
becaufe ufed to black our (hoes,) is very large, of a deep but beautiful 
crimfon colour : Corolla, of the fhape of a pea-bloflbm, containing nume- 
rous ftamina, which are alfo of a crimfon colour. The fruit is a pod, 
about 7 inches long, near one in diameter, and which contains five or fix 
red feeds of the (hape of a kidney-bean. 


Omra 
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O M R A. 

This grows to a large tree, the bark is brown, and yields a gnm 
which fmells ftrongly of garlic. Before the tree vegetates the limbs look 
remarkably blunts round their ends fibres of lo inches long Ihoot out in 
all direflions, thefc have knobs upon them in which the young fruit are 
enclofcd, and foon after thefe appear, the leaves ftart out amidft the fiioots, 
and are pinnated i on each pinna, which is in length 14 inches, there are 
four pair of leaves and an odd leaf. The fruit, when ripe, is of the fhape 
and fize of our mufcle-plumb, but not eatable. 

Aaron Bombay » Berinda at Bengal, and Armedilla Ma~ 
drafs, by fome Europeans called Grana Regia. 

This grows to be 12 or 14 feet high, and fome get to the fize of 
a middling tree ; in the latter ibrt the bark is brown and fmooth, but the 
wood is tender ; the ftalk is of a green colour, grows eredt, bur alib tender. 
The leaves are fmall, of a bright green, growing on a fingle petiole longer 
or Ihorter in proportion to the fize of the leaf. The flowers grow in pyra- 
midal fpikes on the top and large branches of the plant, and after tiiey 
drop off the fruit remains, which are prickly green capfules divided into 
three lobes, each of which contains an oblong feed about half an inch in 
length; the hufk is of a purple colour ftreaked with white. » 1 he kernel 
is white and oleous, and the Indians make ufe of its oil for burning in their 
lamps i they alfo give it to their children in the earlieft ftate of infancy, 
looking upon it to be the mofl: lenient and innocent of all other laxative 
medicines. The leaf pounded is often applied to the belly for the cure of 
worms. It grows all over India, , 

Tatoon, vide p. 1S5. 

Russa, vide p. 185. 

Laood, hy the Centoos : Herpawl, Moors: Ciiermelle 

Portugueje. 

This grows to a tolerable large tree, and fpreads much. The bark is 
whitifh, and wood fotc ; the leaves, which are of a pale pleafant green, are 
pinnated, each pinna is about 14 or 15 inches long, growing very thick 
around the ends of the branches. The flowers grow in long fpikes hang- 
ing down from the body or large branches of the tree, after which comes the 
fruit; this, when ripe, is of a pale greenifli yellow, round, but divided 
down to the ftonc, (which is hard, and to which the fleflt firmly adheres) 
in eiglit lobes, flatted at each end ; thefe the Europeans at Bengal make tarts 
of, and call them goofeberry tarts, on account of their refemblance in 
tafte to the goofeberry. 


Guava. 
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G U AVA. 

This tree grows to the fize of our apple-tree. The bask is of a hY>hc 
brown: the leaves grow in pairs along the branches, are of a bright greVn, 
thick but foft, (not eafily to be diftinguiflied from the cuftard-upple other- 
wife than by their growing oppofite to one another.) The flower is monope- 
talous, cup-like, white, and full of (lamina. The fruit is of the fize of a golden 
pippin, green at firfl:, but when very ripe, yellow without, and generally red 
within : this is a pleafant but mealy pulp, containing a great number of fmall 
hard white feeds of the fize of a large pin’s head. The fruit, before it is 
quite ripe, is very allringent, if eaten with the fkin. It is efteemed a good 
(ruit, but the fmell of it is not agreeable to every one. 

B I E K. 

This grows to the fize of our largefl: plum-tree, and is a good deal like 
it. The leaves are of a pale dirty green, almoft white below, where it is 
aifo fomewhat hairy. The tree has many fpikes. I'he flowers are 
Angle. The fruit a plum of the fize and fhape of a yellow bullace, 
but eats more like an apple than like a plum. It grows in every pare 
of India. 

Gum Arabic. 

Some of thefe grow to large trees. The bark is brown without, but 
reddifh within, and yields a great quantity of gum. There are three (ores of 
thefe trees, all of which are full of (harpfpines, and the leaves are altogether 
al'ke, except that fome may be a little longer than others. The flowers 
grow on foot-ftalks from two to five inches long, are round, yellow, 
and of a fine fmell, and refemble the tufts on the hangings of old- 
fafliioned beds. The fruit are not all alike-, the irt fort, or thofe which 
grow on the fhorteft peduncles, are oblong, round, black pods of the ftiape 
of that of a pea, three inches long, and of the fize of a man’s little finger, 
each containing five or fix round, dark brown feeds, sd fort grows on 
fomewhat longer peduncles from different parts of the branches like the 
former, and the fruit is an oblong flatted pod, in length three or four Inches, 
and half as broad, containing five or fix dark brown flatted feeds, witli the 
impreffion of a heart, or rather of the letter V on each fide of them. On 
the 3d fort, the flower grov/s on fpikes at the end of the branches, and the 
fruit is a flat pod full 12 inches long, appearing like a firing of burtons, and 
contains 10 or 12 round flatted fecd.s, convex on each fide ; the pods are of 
a whitiQi hoary green, very gummy, and hang on the fpikes in clufters. 
With thefe pods, and the fruit they call Packekaile, the Indians tan and 
dye their leather. 

Lien Cauta. 

This is a moderately large fpreading tree. The bark is of a bright brown, 
and fmooth. The branches are full of fhort fpincs. The leaves a pale green. 

Flowers, 
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Flowers, which are very fmall, grow on fpikes like an amentum or the 
hazel catkins, but longer: the calyx is green. Corolla white and ttionope- 
talous, containing a number of fine filaments a little longer than the corolla. 
The fruit I have not feen. 


Ge-ii.. 

This grows to be a pretty large tree, the leaves are of a bright green 
colour, but fomewhat woolly. I know not of any ufe to which the two laft 
deferibed trees ii {converted. 


Cotton. 

This tree grows very large, and Ipreads much. The bark is whitifh, 
and full of ftrong Ihort fpines. The wood is white and fpungy •, when the 
tree is young, it has a beautiful appearance, the limbs then growing horizon- 
tally, bow down, and around the body of the tree 5 at five feet above thefe, 
there is another circular row of branches of lefs extent, and in this man- 
ner they proceed on to the top, fo that the tree appears at a diftance like 
a pyramid. The campanulated flower however appears before the leaves, 
and is as large as a tulip : its calyx is Angle, green, and flefliy ; corolla is 
compofed of five oblong thick petals, which are of a deep crimfon colour ; 
the ftamina arc 15 fubalated filaments, attached to each other in five 
bundles, and thefe again to the petals of the corolla. The fruit is a pod, 
of the lliape of a ftiort cucumber, divided in thr^e feveral parts, containing 
fome roundilh black feeds, involved in a filky cotton-like matter. After 
thefe, come the leaves, which arc of a pale green colour ; by the time that 
thelc are all out, the pods fplit longitudinally in three places, and then the 
cotton foon efcapes, and is carried to all places with the wind. Of that 
fubftance which adheres to the feeds, they make mattrefles, pillows, &c. 
And a dccoftion of the leaves, will cure in the laft ftage of a dyfenteric 
flux, attended with a prolapfus atiiy and other fatal fymptoms, as hath been 
experienced by Mr. Thomas^ when deprived of all other hopes of faving 
the patient. 

Mergoosa, or Nun. 

It grows to the fize of our large apple trees. The bark is brown, and 
rough, yielding a gum of the flavour of garlic. The wood is brown. 
The pinnas grow very thick about the limbs and branches, and becaufe 
the trees make a good fhade, they are planted in the ftreets and walks 
at Cuddalori and Madrafsy on the Coromandel coaft. The leaves are of a 
deep green, the flowers grow on Ijjikes, and are numerous. The fruit, 
when ripe, is yellow, half an inch long, and of the ftiape of an olive cut off 
at its end -, thefe are very foft, and almoft infipid : they grow in thick 
benches, and contain a fmall oblong hard kernel, of which they make a 

very 
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very bitter oil, and give ii; to cure^i^iany diforders, particularly thofe of the 
venereal kind. They rub it sflfo hito' the joints of people ftruck with the 
^ f&^wj.^^'Tbey’ mix .thc ptilp of the lipo fnatt, as 1 have been infbriued, 
with their cream, in order .00 incrcafci the quantity of their butter for the 
markets. .. 

Physio- Nut. 

■ This grows -eight Vor ten ieet from the ground. The bark is brown. 
The wood fpungy when there are no leaves on it, the tree looks like fevcral 
bundles of blunt fticks ftuck into the ground, and I believe is what Pomet 
has taken his draught of the Gamboge plant from. The leaves grow thick 
on every part •, they are undulated, and of a pale green. The flowers grow 
on fpikes, on the top of the branches. The fruit is in bunches, of the fize 
of apricots, and as it ripens looks like them ; when quite ripe, it is a 
black round ifli pod, dividing into three parts, and containing three oblong 
feeds, with a black huflc.'rThe kernel is white,, and divides like an almond 
between the divifions, is a fine membraneous fubftance, in which lies its 
violent emetic, and cathartic quality ; for when that is taken away, the 
kernel is as innocent and pleafant as an almond .t^E very part of this plant 
yields a grcyifli or milky juice, which will fo feparate the globules of quick- 
, filvcr,. that it is not eafy to make them unite again. 

SOONATULLA, 

This grows to a pretty large tree. The leaves are of a bright green 
colour, grow on very long ftalks, and look like thofe of green elder-, they 
are triplicately pinnated, and on each pinna are three pair and one odd 
leaf. The flower is a club on a long peduncle, bearing a number of 
large purple campaniform monopetalous flowers. The fecd-veflel ds a 
large flat pod, four feet long, and five inches wide, but not quite an inch 
thick, and which very often grows fingle on the top of all the branches of 
the tree, when it gives the appearance of a feythe ; this divides longi- 
tudinally on its edges, and contains a great number of very fine, thin, 
white, membraneous feptae, about two inches wide, among which are nu- 
merous feeds inclofed in the fame membraneous coverings ; the feeds are flat 
and brown, of the fliape of two kidneys united by their concave fides, 
each lobe being feparate. 

A-Cunn. 

This grows two feet high. Its bark is brownifii, and wood very loft ; 
the branches, before the leaves Ihoot, appear as a parcel of old flumps. The 
leaves are a pale green, very foft, flefhy, and fucculent, without fur- 
row or fibre except in the middle rib : the whole of this tree is full of a 
milky juice. I have never feen the flower or fruit of it. The Genteos in 
Bengali plant it by their PagodaSy and look upon it as a facred tree. 


Rackta 
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v*” Rackta Camull. 

‘ This is the water lilly, with the deep red fipwer ; they make uie of ihe 
root with pepper, as a cure for the bloody flux. 

. RaCAI,SUS6A. 

This is our water arrow head^ grafs. The Indiata ule the root yk'ith 
ginger, as a great ftrengthner. 

Chandool. 

This plant grows upwards to 20 inches or more. The root is of the 
fize and colour of that of the Gentian^ but is contorted, and throws out 
many fibres ; from the root and fibres, three or four (talks are produced, 
which are robufl, ereft, and fometimes ramofe. The leaves grow three at 
a ioint by pedicles, which are half an inch long t they are of a pale green, 
lomewhat flelhy, and of a lanceolated lhape. It flowers like the honey- 
fuckle, but is not fo abounding in flowers as that is on the head. 

Doolacur. 

This »6 a tolerable fized tree. The bark is brown on the outfidc, then 
a whitifli colour appears, but yellow . within. The leaves grow two or 
three from one foot-ftalk, they are of alight green, oblong and pointed. 
The fruit is a green hufk with a fhell, incloiing a large kernel. -'The 
bark of this tree when powdered, is given in rhcumatifms. j 

Conta Cochu. 

This plant grows in mud-ditches. The root is an inch and quarter in 
circumference, running with the fame thickncfs a long way into the mud, 
throwing out fome fibres, and has at irregular diftances, fome rough an- 
nular prominences, which are green within, and white without. The (talks 
are numerous, and of the fize of a man’s finger ; round, green, fucculent, 
and three or four feet in length : on the top of each (talk, there is Cither a 
leaf or feed. The leaf is 16 inches wide, divided to the (talk in feven places, 
and fome of thofe are (till further divided, in two or ' three other places ; 
the leaf is rovigh, and ferrated. The whole root, (lock, and (talks of the 
plant are fpinous. The flower is four inches long, and two thick, and 
grows round the upper part of the (talk's, like the Indian corn. 

Paw Paw. 

This tree rifes to 20 feet, fometimes (ingle, at other times it is divided 
into feveral bodies. The (terns have the appearance of the cabbage (talks, 
but are not fo eafily cut through, as Doctor Hill apprehended. On the top 
of, and round each (talk arife, on (Irong and fingle pedicles of two feet, 
many very large ferrated (harp-pointed leaves, which are of a bright green 

colour 
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colour above, but paler hoary underneath, die larger ones having the 
greateft number of divlfions. The male flowers grow out of the top of the 
branches, and hang down in ftrii^a. Each flower is fmall, monopetalous, 
and cup-like, divided on top in five parts. The female flowers grow be- 
tween the pedicles of the leaves, from the (lock of the tree they are of 
the fame ftiape as the male, but larger, and grow on fliort peduncles*. The 
fruit is yellow when ripe, fomewhat of the lhape of a pear, and many of 
them in their biggeft'part, arc four inches in diameter : they are mealy, and 
rather an infipid fruit, but by mixing with them fomc lime juice or Tame^ 
rinds, they make tolerable good tarts. 

Smalloo. 

This grows to a fmall tree. The wood is as pliable as the willow. 
The leaves grow in pairs on the fmall branches ; and arc foft, woolly, and of 
a pale green colour. ^ The A^prs bruife, and apply them to the temples, to 
cure the head-acli. 

Bamboo. 

This grows to a prodigious height, topping almoft all the other trees. 
The ftalk. is hollow, jointed, &c. and well known. The leaf is a bright 
green, has no petioles, but in part furrounds the ftalk at its bafe. The 
ftalk is very ufeful, being exceedingly ftrong, very hollow and light j with 
it they often build the frames of their houfes •, on this they carry their 
burthens, and when properly carved (which is done by art whilft it is 
growing) they arch, and carry their palanquins with it. Some, when 
highly, and molt regularly arched, will fell at a prodigious price, efpecially 
on the coaft of Coromandel, where 20 pounds fterling have been given for 
one of them. 


Yam, or All 00. 

This is the potatoe of India, and after being firft boiled, and then well 
dried in hot alhes, cats very well. The root fometimes weighs 20 pounds : 
It is of an oblong (hape, and of a blackifh-brown colour on the outfidc, 
but within, it is a white mixed with red. The ftalk runs up any thing 
it chances to lay hold of. The leaves are of a deep green above, with a 
mixture of the purple •, but below, they are paler j the whole leaf is thick 
and rigid. 

Nauta. 

This grows a litfle more ereft than our bramble bulh. The ftalk, 
branches, leaves, and feed-veftels are armed with ftrong and lharp fpines, 
which readily lay hold of any thing that is in their way the pinnte grow 
oppofite each other, and on them alfo grow others in the fame manner. 
The leaves are of a pale, but pleafant green -, the flowers grow on a fpike, 
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dn top erf eadi pinAi^ alid are yellow. T%e fhikls ft fWftnd 
pod, containing four round, herd blaiih feeds •, the pod epeos aic itt convex 
edge. v/Thc leaves mixed wWi felt and poonded, is appKed by Way Of batii- 
plafm to ruptures ; the feeds bruifed, and inftffed in milk, are ^jiven in ehe 
Weft Indies^ (where the flirub is alfo so be found) as a purge : in the Eafty 
they powder and adminifter them as -a cure for the itch : the feeds alfo ar« 
fbtnetimes difguifed, and fold for Bezoar. 

„ Nanjaroota, 

Is a creeper like an ivy, and grows about J^jengo. The whole of this 
plant made into a fyrup from a ftrong deco£bion, it is laid, cures nooft kind of 
fevers. For further particulars, not having had an opportunity of feeing 
she plant, 1 was disefbed to enquire of Salvadora de Ricos at Atgengo. 

Columbo-RooTj Rad. India. Asnar. 

This is the root of the CocuJus Indieus j when quite frefli it is an metk, 
when dry a cathartic. 


Ch£nderoos» 

They fell it in Chma for amber,, but it is truly the Gum-Cefat. 

Bang. 

This is die ftalk of the liemp*plant >> the Indians fmoke and chew it, 
until they are intoxicated. 

B EC e E. 

This I am told is a root that grows near Patna ; what was brought to me 
appeared like foft opium, but was rather whiter than opium,, inveloped in a 
piece of Ikin ; if it be truly a root, the bark of it is thin, and of a dirty 
grey colour, with a yellow caft j the root itfelf is foft and tough, or rather 
gummy. I could learn nothing concerning the growth of the plant. J A 
Gentoo dofbor told me it was a poifon^ but that when compounded, as below, 
he had adminiftered it with fuccefs for curing the putrid fever, accompanied 
with bleeding at the nofe, &c. — Take of it, the weight of one filver rupee, 
or 90 grains j of pepper, !the weight of two rupees *, of calcined cowrie- 
fliclls, half a rupee’s weight mix thefe, and with water make the maft 
into middling-fized pills, of which let the patient take one, with a bit of 
candied ginger every morning, and which may be repeated in the evenings, 
if the fymptoms be alarming. 


Datura. 

Datura, fo called by Doftor Hill ; Stramonium ferox, by DoAor 
yames, who has given a full account of its inebriating and intoxicating 
3. qualities. 
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qualities, &c. It grows ercA. to four The leaves are foft» and of a 
pale bluilh grwn colour i the flowers* which are large, and belMhaped, are 
fomedtnes white, and fomedmea yellow, v lf the Indian women have poflef- 
flon of any fecret poifon, it is the feed of this plant. 

Pa R R u L. 

This is a volubilis, which runs up the highefl: trees. The ftalk is round, 
whitifb, and woolly. The leaves, which arc very foft, grow (ingle at the 
joints, are of a brownilh green colour above, but whitim below. 

Agumhee. 

A volubilis, with numerous tendrils. The (balks are round, and hairy. 
The leaves are hairy too, and of a deep green colour. The flowers are 
yellow, in large green hairy cups, divided in five parts. The ftamina 
confift of three very fmall filaments. The fruit is yellow when ripe, and of 
the (ize of a fmall goofeberiy, but not with fo much pulp ; the feeds how> 
ever are larger than thofe of the goofeberry.. The Gentoo dodlors (ajj^ that 
the juice o( this leaf given in goats milk, cures putrid fevers..j 

Frogbootee. 

This is a volubilis. The root though tortuous, grows perpendicularly, 
and is as thick as a tobacco pipe, brown without, but paler within. The 
leaves grow alternately on the ftalk, and arc of a bright green colour. 
The powder of thefe leaves, is one of the many medicines the Indians give 
to cure a Gonorrhoea. 

Chaculca. 

This too is a fmall volubilis. The root is fibrous. The leaves, which 
are thin, rigid, and of a pale green, grow at the joints of the ftalks. The 
flowers grow on the top of the (talks, in (quamous cottony heads, are very 
fmall, and of a bright purple colour. ^The juice of the leaf mixed 
with a little fait, and rubbed on the (kin, relieves it from any itching 
diforder. 


Antimool. 

A fmall volubilis. The root is brown, fmall, tortuous, and grows per- 
pendicularly. The leaf is of a deep green, with fomc white (Ireaks./ If 
the whole plant with its root be pounded, andj made into pills, and 
a middling fixed pill be taken morning and evening, the Indians (ay, that 
it will cure the itch. 
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Gundy Bedell. 

Another volubills. Its leaves grow in pairs, are thin, and of a deep 
green colour ; they ftink worfe than a putrid cabbage. • When poun 4 cd.wuh 
ginger, it is adminiilered as a cure for the flux. 

CUTCHOO. 

This grows like our Aaron-, though its leaves are fomewhat larger than, 
the Aaron's : the ftalks are either of a deep green, or deep purple colour. It 
grows in damp places. The natives eat of the root boiled, as a part of their 
diet } and externally ufe it as a repellent. 

Wien Champowe or Ground-Flower. 

The roots are whitifti and tuberous, with fevcral others hanging to them 
by fmall appendices. The leaves feel foft, and are of a pale green above, 
but purple below, they furround each other as they come out of the 
ground. I could not procure eitl.er the ftalk or flower. 

Rangchitta. 

I could not fee this plant, but the leaves I have had ; they are of a 
deep green above, but paler below. When the leaves are bruifed, and ap* 
plied to an extravafation of blood, they will diflblve it. 

Thusmicundy. 

The root is of the nature of ginger, and tuberous, having a bunch of 
loofc fibres affixed to the top, from which the plant grows. The root 
is brown on the outfide, but yellowifli within, and like the ginger feels 
warm in the mouth. The culm grows to five feet. The leaves are a pale 
green. On top of the culm are the flowers ; they arc four flefhy yellow 
filaments, in green cups. -/'The root and leaf pounded with pepper, are 
given in colds. 

Eddy. 

This is a potato?, eaten by the natives. The root is round, with feveral 
excrefcences about its fkins, from the fize of an hazel-nut, to that of a wal- 
nut, which excrefcences are pulled off, and planted. It is of a pale brown 
on the outfide, and whitifh within, but a good deal intermixed with red. 
It fometimes weighs 20 pounds or more. The leaves are of a pale fhining 
green, flefhy, and frequently extremely large *, fo much like the Rhubarb leat, 
that Europeans frequently miflake, and until they fee the root, take it for 
that plant. The natives boil and cat this root in the fame manner, as they 
do that of the Cutchoo. 


Orriol. 

This grows to a pretty large tree, which fends forth long branches almofl; 
from the ground. The leaves are rigid, and of a bright green colour j they 

grow 
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grow in pairs oppofite each other, . the whole length of the branches. The 
flowers I have not fccn. The fruit, which is of an oblong figure, is about 
two inches in length, and three fourths of an inch broad, green, fucculcnt, 
and contains fome fmall feeds; they are allb alated lengthways, and have 
four rows of membranes. The whole of the fruit is acid, r They ufe the 
fruit in their curries and tarts, and fay, they alfo give the juice of it in the 
gout. 

African Plant. 

This is the fame as that which wc have in Ergland^ and needs no dcfcrlp- 
tion. 

Mouselle. 

This tree grows to a tolerable fize, and makes an agreeable (hade in 
walks and gardens, eafily yielding to be cut into any form, that fancy fhall 
di(ilate. Its bark is brown, the leaves of a deep green above, but of a 
paler below, they are rigid, very bright, fliining and thick. Flowers arc a 
radiated green calyx, on which is the pyramidal germen jthe corolla is a 
fhort white tube over the germen, wirh its upper part radiated ; thefe fall 
off in great plenty every day, are of an agreeable fweet fmell, and the 
Gentoos are very fond of them, ftringing and hanging them about their 
necks, arms, &c. 1 he fruit is a pale red cherry, of the fize and lhape of 

our white heart cherry, but the footftalk is not quite fo long : the cherry 
grows in the al® of the leaves, and taftes like hips, containing a ftone, 
whole fbell is tender, brown, fmooth, and Ibmewhat longer than our 
chcrry-llone, but in the lhape of the almond’s : the kernel is bitter and 
oleous. V With the oil extracted from this kernel, the natives rub the part 
that has been bitten by the Scorpion or Centipede, and which it foon cures. 
The crows are very fond of this fruit. 

CuRRiNGE. 

This is a pretty large tree, but bulby ; it is planted in fome of the 
gardens at Bengal, but for what ufe I could not learn ; the rigid leaves are 
of a dark Ihining green colour, and grow on woody pinn® upon the limbs 
and branches ; there are four pair and an odd one on each pinna ; neither 
the flower nor fruit have 1 feen. 

VOLUBILES. 

Thefe grow in fuch plenty, and there is fo great a variety of tliem 
both in the hedges and gardens, that the natives have Icarcely proper 
names for any, but thofc which are ufed in food or medicine. 

Sett Moorga. 

This plant is of the Aloe kind. The root is double, and like a pair of 
horns, a foot in length, fucculcnt, and as thick as a man’s finger, reddiili 
5 M'uhout, 
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wilhovit, and white within. The leaves «« ool fpkuMSSy «iid are #• 
inches long; the bale, is one inch broad, and of a deep green, fpotsed 
-with a pu^le>colour. The flower-ftrik is near two longa the fruit 
grow round it from top to bottom, thefe are iinaU berries, each containiag 
one.i^d. / The juice of the leaves fweetened is a great reftorative. 

B ONCHURRILLV^ 

The root confifts of feveral bulbs of a pyramidal form, and half an indh 
in diameter, with fome long fibres, of the fize of a goofe-quill. The plant 
.is grafly; the culm part is about 14 inches high; the leaves are oval, and 
a 1 or 12 inches long. The flower-ftalk is in the middle of the leaves, 
-ercfl, green, and of the thicknefs of a large goofe-quill. The flower grows 
like our Fox-glove. The fruit are fcvcn or eight green oval pods, one inch 
long, and deeply divided in fix parts. The root with fait in the form of a 
.cataplafm, is applied to bruifes^ 

Arra Chitta, 

This grows five feet high, but muft be fupported ; the perpendicular 
sroot is as thick as a man’s finger, and fends forth five or fix ftalks, which 
cling to any thing they chance to meet with, and near their tops they divide. 
The leaves grow alternately on the ftaik, or the branches ; they are pin- 
.nated, and three pair and an odd leaf grow together ; in lhape they arc oval 
and pointed, and two inches long. The flowers are blue, and of the 
ihape of pea- flowers. The feed-velTel is a pod, four inches long, contain- 
ing 10, ora greater number of kidney-fhaped feeds^/The juice or this plant, 
4he old women give in the bleeding rever. 

Dulcamund A. 

The root grows perpendicularly, is in common 1 2 inches long, and two 
thick, but fbmetimes it is ftill much longer and thicker ; it is brown without, 
and red within. The ftaik is ereA, and one inch thick, deeply furrowed, 
as are the petioles of the leaves. The plant grows to four feet in height ; 
there are generally four leaves on the ftaik, growing together in an alternate 
manner, and thefe are of a bright green, and cordated, 16 inches in length, 
12 in breadth, and highly rib^d. The flower is an umbel, notunlike that 
of the elder before it is in full bloom. 'The root of it, with pepper, is 
given in pills to difeufs fwellings ; and a cataplafm of the fame applied to 
^oln parts, is ufed with the like intention. 

Bora Conkrill. 

1 his is the largeft of the fpecics ; it is a procumbent plant, and throws 
out roots at its joints. The leaves are angular, and of a bright green. 
The flowers I have never fccn. The fruit is oval, and larger iban an 
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crflrich’S egg v of a fine or«ige coKmr, armed with thick and ftrong 
Sjpitm, full of a foft white pulp> in wliich are the feeds, which are flat and 
Mocky of thm ixTA of fixpenoe, and as thick as a crown-piece. J Thofc feeds' 
ground'on a iilone with honey., are an excellent laxative in fevers.- 

Toe ACCO,. 

Is too well known, to need a defcription. 

Ole. 

In the beginning of the rainy feafon, the leaves of this plant being': 
fblded together, rife out of the ground, and when they are gotten to the 
height of fix inches, then the ftem appears, foon afterwards the leaf un-- 
folds, and divides in three fevcral parts, and thefe go again into many other 
divifions j. but there is a continuation of the leaf through every- fubdivifion ■ 
of the three firft parts. The flalk grows to two feet or more, and is as - 
thick as a man’s wrift, fucculent,. and of a pale green j fpotted very co- 
pioufly with a deep purple colour. The leaves are of a pale, yet bright 
green.- The root is a large balT of lo inches diameter, and round, with- 
teveral cxcrefcences on its furface, each of which becomes a frefh root when * 
planted : it is reddilh on the outfide, and red within, very punwnt to the 
tongue; but yet the natives boil- and make ufe of it; and ^fo of the ftalks,. 
as a part of- their food. 


Umbel Cootcha. 

This grows almoft creA ; the leaves on the pinnae arc much fmaller, but 
more numerous, and of a finer green than thofc of the Natela or prickly plant ; 
in every thing elfc, as its manner of growing, its fpines and flower, they 
arc exactly al^e ; . the fruit of this I could never meet with. 


Golure. 

This runs up a great way on trees or hedges ; the leaf is of a deep green, 
ffitning, fmoOth, and tender. The flowti is white, monopetalous, and di- 
vided m fix parts down the cup ; the llamina are rough double filaments, 
in number fix-; theanthcraB on top of the filaments, are bearded like an arrow. 
The fruit is an apple of the fiiape of a cucumber, and the feeds are like 
it : the fruit is firfi green, and afterwards of a beautiful bright fcarlet co- 
lour, or- between that and crimfon ; the parrots, and many other birds feed 
on- them,- yet it is not the bird pepper.— The leaf of this plant when 
young, is exactly like the leaf of the Phyfical Cucumber, when- old, -it is 
like the leaf of the Dootra. 


Dootra. 


This is a garden volubdlis. 


Gar ILL A. 
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Carilla. 

This is alfo a garden volubilis, and runs up (takes or trees, but'not to 
a great height. A leaf and a tendril grow at every joint, that is to lay, 
regularly at about the diftance of four inches from each other. The leaf is of 
a deep green, and made like that of the cucumber. The fruit is about three 
inches long j ftiarp at each end, and more than an inch in diameter, with 
four ridges on its furface, running from one end to the other, rough, and 
ferrated, like a cock’s-comb. It is a cucumber, and eaten by the natives 
in their curries. 

Burner. 

This is a fmall plant, which grows to about eight inches in height ; it 
is found in watery places. The (talks arc (ingle, ere^t, and fucculent ; 
the leaves grow thick on the plant, are fuboval, and one third of an inch 
in length. . The juice of this, they tell me, they give in old fevers^ by 
which I believe they mean confumptions. y 

O G G. 

It appears to me, that this is the Dogwort Cotton. This plant grows 
to (ix feet in height and more : it is bufhy, and many (talks arife from 
one root, which (talks are (lightly divided ; yet fometimes I have feen only 
a fingle (talk to rife from the root, and then it has fpread fo much, as to 
give the appearance of the plant’s being a fmall tree. The leaves are foft, 
and flefhy ; of a pale fhining green above, whitilh, and cottony below ; the 
limbs are alfo (oft and fpungy. The flowers grow in an unibel on the top, 
and on the diviflons of the branches ; there is no calyx, and the corolla is 
fingle, bell-fhaped, with the upper part divided in fix places, down to the 
tube ; thofe lie horizontal, are flefhy, and of a fine purple colour. The 
ftamina are fix filaments, joined by a membrane in the center, on the top 
of which is a round, flatted, (lellated anthera. The fruit is an oblong, flefhy 
pod, three inches long, containing fome round black feeds, and is full of a 
cottony matter. . Every part of this plant, on being broken, emits an hoc 
pungent milk, which the natives mix with oil, and with it rub the hands 
for cure of the itch } I have feen them ufe it for the fame purpofe without 
oil. 


Gualia. 

The root of this is very large, brown without, white within j foft and 
fucculent. The ftalk is round and woody, and runs a long way amongfi 
bufhes i the leaves grow at every joint, attended by a tendril,, are hairy, and 
of a pale green colour. 'The root bruifed, is ufed as a cataplafm to cure 
any pains of the joints, thole proceeding from the gout excepted. 


Pop 
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Pot Sag, and Lol Sag. 

Thefe are the common greens which fpontaneoufly grow all over India^ 
very much refcmbling our fpinage, and are by the Europeans called Cullaloe •, 
of which mention was made in the firft book. 

Dodmurden. 

This is a ftirub, which fpreads confiderably. The bright green leaves 
are pinnated ; there are fix pair on each pinna, whole ribs are of a black 
colour. The flowers grow on a thick fpike, fr«m the alse of the 
pinnae, and are of a fine yellow : the calyx is a fine yellow rounded perian- 
thum, and the leaves are affixed to the peduncle by a fhort flender unguis : 
the corolla is compofed of fix round concave petals, of half an inch 
broad, whofc ungues are alfo very Ihort and flender. The flower confifts 
of ten Ihort and flender ftamina, whofe antherae are double, and coronated 
two of the ftamina are larger than the others, whofe antherae are not only 
double, but of a fcmicircular form, and nearly one third of an . inch 
in length j another of the ten ftamina, is longer and thicker than all 
the reft, but its antherae differs not from the fmall ones. The ftyle is 
fhort; the ftigma triangular, and near an inch long. JT}^c leaves, when 
pounded, the natives apply by way of a cataplafm to the ringworm (which 
is a very troublefome and common diforder in the Eaft Indies ) ; it makes 3 
hard cruft over the affeded part, and whenever any of this cruft breaks, 
they lay on more of the pounded leaves, and continue fo to do until the 
whole cruft falls off, not negledting to give at proper intervals cathartic 
medicines. This Mr. Thomus faw ufed with fuccefs, but he was alfo in- 
formed in India^ that the late gallant Admiral Bofeawen^ when in that 
country, was cured of a vexatious and obftinate ringworm, by an application 
of the (hoe- flower. 


Muckmull. 

This volubilis climbs up high trees ; its ftalk is round, and very 
woolly : the leaf which is alfo very woolly, is green above, and almoft white 
below. The flowers are umbelliferous, campanulated, and of a fine pur- 
ple colour. The limbs are much curled and extended. Stamina, are five, 
(anthera oblong, and erefl) affixed to the upper part of the tube of the 
corolla. Style is fingle, and fubulated. Stigma, oval, and double. 

The green fide of the leaves, digeft ; and the white, dry, old ulcers. 

Turmerick. 

This is too well known, to need a defeription -, as is alfo 

Ginger. 
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Bonadda, W11.D Oinobr. 

This plant grows to five or fix feet in height. The root js like ginger •, 
the fialk a culm, pale green, and a little woolly } flower, a club of fix 
inches in length, and formed like that of the other ginger. 

Bisnagullie. 

The root is tuberous and white ; from which arifes a Angle flender ftalk, 
naked about two feet from the ground, then at alternate diftances of half 
an inch, grow the leaves, which are of a pale green colour, and 
fupport thcmfelves by the tendrils at their ends i they are continued 
to the height of 10 feet, growing in an alternate fucceflion, as well 
on the divifions as ftalk. Several flowers grow at the extremities of thofe 
divifions, on footftalks of five inches, three leaves forming a cup for them, 
whicli ftiut up in the day, and open at night ; thefe are compofed of fix 
crafty flowers, one half inch long, of the fhape and colour of the plant. 
The ftamina are fix green fubulated filaments, of half an inch in length : 
anthera; are double, almoft: as long as the filaments, yellow, and affixed by 
their midd:.; to the top of them. The germ is oblong, divided in three 
parts, and the ftyle fubulated and bifid. ^The root is efteemed a great 
cooler. 

Lillicant. 

The root of this plant is tuberous, as warm as ginger, but more plcafant, 
of the length and thicknefs of a man’s little finger ; the outfide is whitiffi, the 
infide of a beautiful blue, with a mixture of clear white. The ftalk is a 
culm, furrounded by leaves, of a deep green colour, with fome purple 
on their edges. This remarkable root grows at Bengal, and is given, 
mixed with pepper, in the form of pills for the fore throat in the fmall-pox, 
which they lay it certainly cures. Mr. Thomas procured fome roots, and 
carefully dried them with the defign of bringing them to England, but the 
damp in the ftiip foon deftroyed them. 

Maccalfull. 

The root is fibrous. The ftalk procumbent, and takes root at the joints. 
The leaves are of a pale green above, ftill paler below, and feel rough ; 
they grow on petioles of three inches. The fruit is an apple, as big as 
a large lemon ; of the lemon’s ffiape, with a beautiful orange colour, con- 
taining a number of flat oval feeds, nearly half an inch in length, and a 
deep green pulp. xThe root pounded, and mixed with ginger, is given 
in fevers.,. There is another of the fpecies, much like this" in its leaves 
and fruit, and which runs up very high on walls, trees, &c. 

Ractagaroo. 

The root of this creeper is near a foot long, one fourth of an inch thick, 
white and fibrous within. The ftalk is round, procumbent, and green. 

5 Leaves, 
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Leaves, of a deep green above, bot paler below. ^ The root bruifed and 
mixed with pepper, they give in the gout. 

Bawmanhutta. 

The root grows perpendicularly, is an inch or more in diameter, brown, 
two feet long, white within, and woody. The italk is woody, and jointed, 
growing in height to fix feet or more, but naked nearly half way, then it 
divides into fcveral branches. The leaves grow in pairs, on Ihort pedicles, 
and are very thick together, of a bright green, fucculent, and of tender 
make. The flowers grow on fpikes, round the upper part of the branches, 
are of a pale yellow colour, and fomewhat of the fliape of our honey- 
fuckle. Stamina, are four in number, but the fiyle is linglc. J They give 
the root powdered, in the moft dangerous ftate of the fmall-pox, at the 
fame time hanging a piece of it about the neck. 

Getkull. 

This plant grows to three or four feet in height. The ftalk is woody,’ 
ereft, and fpreads a good deal. The leaves on long petioles, are fome- 
what dufty, of a pale green, and feel harfh : the flowers grow in umbels, 
on top of the branches ; they are of a deep red, or crimlbn colour, mo- 
nopctalous, divided to the cup in five horizontal iegments, which when in 
full bloom, clofe upon the fruit. The fruit is a foft berry, of the fizc of 
a large currant, and when ripe, is of a dark green colour. 

Jamblan, or Mirabolans. 

There are various forts of thefe, v/hich grow to middling fized trees,’ 
whofe leaves are fmooth, ihining, and polilhed. 

Sereece. 

This is a large fpreading tree, which is planted in walks, and grows very 
tall. The bark is brown and cracked ; the leaves are pinnated, grow 
along every branch, and are of a pleafant graflTy green : the flowers grow 
on fpikes at the ends of the branches, on Ihort footftalks. The calyx is 
a thin perianthum. The corolla is alfo green, and very fmall, with nu- 
merous petals. The flowers have very long fine filaments, which are of 
a whitifti green colour, and fine fmelU and fo numerous, as to give the 
flower the appearance of an hemifphere. 

Bonaranga. 

This is a very fmall, bufhy tree ; it grows fometimes to the height of 
20 feet, but is full of branches from its very root. The leaves grow 
very thick, and alternately on the branches above, they arc fmooth, and 
of a bright lliining green, but below, they arc paler, and ribbed. The 
limbs or the tree grow to a great length. The flowers I have not feen. 
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The fruit b a round hulk of an orange colour, about an inch in dianicter, 
and divided pretty deep into fix lobes. When ripe it falls into three pieces, 
in each of which is a pulpy fruit, with a black nut containing’ a white ker- 
nel. jThe whole of the fruit pounded with pepper and made into pills, the 
natives give to patients In the fmall-pox accompanied with fore throats.. 

Beringjole.. 

This is a robuft fpinous plant, which grows two feet high. The rough- 
leaves are of a pale dirty green, with rough fpines upon the middle and 
larger ribs. The flowers I have not obl’erved. The fruit is oblong, of a 
pale green, mixed witii a purple colour ■, Ibmetimes the purple is the 
prevailing colour : at the bottom the fruit is larger than it is at the 
llcm. The inhabitants of India in general eat of this fruit in their curries i 
they boil them alfo as we do turnips,, but many perfons prefer them when 
broiled and fcafoned with pepper and fait. 

PULSA. 

This grows to a tolerable fize. The. bark is of the colour of our 
hazel, and indeed the tree looks like the liazel ; the leaf is foft, woolly, 
and of a pale green colour. The flower I have not feen ; the fruit is a 
kind of olive, of a red colour ; when ripe a little downy, and of an agreeable 
acid talte. I never faw any of them but in. Bengal^ and there, only in a gar^ 
den belonging to Omichund the merchant. 


Puns RULE Ei 

This is a fmall tree or flarub whofe limbs grow, very long and are full of 
pinn*. The leaves are a fine pleafant green, what the flower is I cannot 
fay, having never feen it. The fruit is a fmall berry which grows at the 
flalk of every leaf j it is firft green, then red, and when perfe(5tly ripe, 
black. The boys paint their kites with thefe berries. 

The G REGORIAN or WiLD CuCUMBER, called in 5^;2^iZ/TEET- 
PULTA, and lately by {omc Europeans, ivi India ^ the Vomiting 
Bird-Nest. 

This plant grows like our cucumber plant, and climbi high on trees ; 
like the cucumber it alfo varies in its fpecies, though I faw no very 
material diflcrence amongft them. When the fruit is green it is made ule 
of as an ingredient in curries., and cuts like our cucumber. When dry, it 
confifts of a number of fine longitudinal and tranfverfe fibres finely inter- 
woven with each other, and forming three cells the whole length of the fruit, 
remarkable for having the longitudinal fibres more numerous on the infide, 
and the franfverfe ones on the outfide, and which are full of roundilh black 
feeds : thofe cells open at the end in one hole, whofe circumference is 
that of a Ihilling, and which is firmly and exadlly flopped by the ridged 
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(Kin, rind,' or coat of the fruit. In the center of this hole, is the 
piftil, which is a continuation of the ftalk, arid drops out juft before 
the rainy feafon fees in, and then the feeds alfo' fall ■, but before that 
feafon commences, the fkin remains perfectly wiiole •, which happy circum-i 
ftance Teems to be a peculiar car© of providence for the preferratioM of this 
valuable vegetable ; the fibres are what we commonly called, the Bhvls neft^ 
and when dipped in boiling water, and repeated to be dipped, until the 
water becomes of the colour of fine hyfon tea, is certainly a powerful 
and fafe emetic, not at all inferior in its virtues to the ipecacuanha root, or 
any other medicine whatever. It is truth, that wonderful cures to perfons 
labouring under flow nervous fevers have been wrought by this cucumber, 
whofe excellency doth not meerly confift in its emetic and purgative qua- 
lities, but is alfo indifputably, fraught with ftomaciuc and reftorativ© 
virtues ; it is alfo a gentle fudorific, and the feeds are etlecined as a power- 
ful vermifuge ; 30 drops of a tindture made of the fibrous cells infufed in 
French brandy, and taken in a glafs of Madeira wine before dinner, feldoin 
fail to cure the moft violent pain of the ftomach, which Mr. Thomas often- 
experienced. 

The virtues of this plant (eemed to be totally unknown to our brethren 
of the faculty in India., until Mr. Thomas (who refided with me at the 
hofpital) was informed of them by the black dodlors of the country that 
we employed for colleifling of fimples, and of whom we endeavoured to 
get all the information we could relative to botany and the phyfical pradlice 
of the country. To me, this gentleman foon imparted his intelligence, and 
after repeated and fatisfadlory trials had been made, I collefted a confider- 
able number of the dried cucumbers, and made ufe of them with great fuccefs, 
as well in my private, as in the hofpital practice. I fhall only add on this 
fubjeft, that the emetic quality contained in the cells of one of thofe cucum- 
bers, is fufficient to ferve for many vomiting dofes ■, the perfon ufing it, 
has only to take care, that after having dipped the fame in water, it be 
fufpended in the air in order to its being dried, left from the aqueous 
particles which may be remaining in the cells it fhould chance to become 
corrupted. 

Bosna, by us called Sodom and Gomorrah. 

This is a tolerable large tree, grows pretty thick, and is doubly pinnated. 
The leaves of the pinnse are tender, of a fine green colour, about i-^ inch 
long. Some of the flowers are white, fome red, whilft others arc varie- 
gated ; they are three inches or more in length and nearly two in width, of 
the fhape of the pea-flower, with numerous ftamina. The fruit is a pod 
of 14 inches long, flat, and no thicker than a goofe-quill, containing from 
one end to the other, fmall feeds of the fluape of a kidney. 
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Chutta, by us, Cock’s-comb.> 

This is a fhrub-like plant, and comnnon to all the gardens in It 
grows to be 1 o feet high, and is doubly pinnated. The ftalk is robufl; and 
woody. The bark of a brown colour. On each pinna arc lo or 12 pair 
of fine green tender leaves, which are one inch in length. The flower is 
of a fine crimfon colour. The fruit is a flat pod, four inches long, and 4 
of an inch wide, containing fix oval, flatted, greenilh feeds. 

This is the Poinciand of Dr. Hill. 

Wild Pine-Apple. 

This grows on the fides of watery places, is often planted for hedges, 
and anfwers the purpofe exceedingly well, it being thick, clofe, and full of 
fpines. The root runs a great way under the furface of the ground ; the 
branches of it, which are from half an inch to three or four inches in diame- 
ter, continue to be of the fame thicknefs for a long way; thefe are hard, 
but not woody, of a greenifh colour without, and white within. The plant 
grows in the fame manner as other pines do, but the old leaves of this are 
Ibmewhat longer than thofe of the other, and at the fame time fpinous ; as 
thefe drop off, there is a kind of ftock remaining which is five or fix inches 
in diameter, and not unlike the Bamboo ; and whenever thefe have been fuf- 
fered to remain uncut for any length of time, if you lift upward the outer 
kaves, you will fee a number of thofe ftocks, or ftems, and a large cavity 
in the middle of them, which is always proportionally correfponding to the 
height of the hedge, as there are no leaves but what are near the furface of 
the hedge. At Madrafs you fee a remarkable high hedge of this kind, 
(originally planted for limiting to the northward the boundaries of that fet- 
tlement,) which is nearly 20 feet high, and hollow enough for fheltering 
many hundred men, but their general height is no more than five or fix 
feet. The flower is an crcfl fpike, very thick and foft, of a brown 
colour, and like our grades it grows in a double ftrong and flefliy 
fpatha, yielding a fweet and highly perfumed odour ; and which, if dried 
and put amongft linen clothes, will prevent their being injured by the ant, 
or any other deftroying infe<5t or vermin. The fruit, which is eaten by the 
poor people, refembles the other pine-apple, but is ihorter than that. 

Cow-Itch. 

This is the down found on the outfide of a pod, which is about the length 
and thicknefs of a man’s little finger, and of the fhape of an Italian S. 
The plant grows to a great height amongft trees and bufties ; the leaves 
grow in pairs with a Angle one at the end, are of a deep green colour, 
cordated ftiape, about four inches long, with the main fibre running near 
the upper fide of the leaf. The flowers grow thick on a fpike which is 
nearly an inch in length, of a fine deep purple colour, and bilabiated in 
a green cup ; after the flowers fall off the pod remains. The leaves 
bruifed, are efteemed an excellent application for wounds in cattle. 

Gingilla 
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Gingilla Seed. 

This is the Sefamum of Dr. Hill. They ufe its oil to fry their flcfh or fifh 
in, and prefervc the feeds as fweetmeats, and deem them to be ftrength* 
ncrs. 

Saume de Chute.* 

This is a very pretty flirub-like plant, in height Ibmetimes more 
than 12 or 14 feet. The bark is grey below, and green above. The leaves 
are very fmalland tender, of apale but pleafant green colour; oval in fhape, 
and half an inch in length ; doubly pinnated, with eight or ten pair 
growing on each fide-pinna. The flower is fometimcs yellow, fometimcs 
purple, grows on fpikes, and is of the ftiape of the pea-bloflbm. The 
fruit is a (lender pod, of the thicknefs of a pack-thread, containing oblong 
truncated feeds ; they are firft of a brownith black, but when ripe, are 
brown, and look on the tree, where they plenteoufly hang, like fo many 
pieces of pack-thread. ^The leaves fried with Ghee are ufed as a fuppurating 
cataplafm. 


Marricallanga. Semen emeticum novum, 

I have never feen the tree, but they tell me that it is a large one. I 
had fome of its branches brought to me, which were like the branches 
our Barberry, and equally as thick ; they are of a great length, and 
fend forth but a fmall number of the fmaller branches. The bark is 
grcyifh, the wood is tough ; at the diftance of two or three inches through- 
out the branches, there grow two very long lharp fpines, which are oppofite 
to each other, and under each of thefe, Ihoot out five or fix fmall fuboval 
leaves ; the fmalleft end being elongated ferves as a pedicle in the manner 
of our thorn. In the middle of thofe leaves on a Ihort pedicle Hand the 
fruit, which when green are oval, and have an eye like the pomegranate ; 
when ripe, they are nearly round, and of the fize and colour of a walnut ; 
the fkin is rough, but breaks almoft as foon as it is bended ; in 
the infide, the fruit is divided into three partitions like the walnut, and 
thefe are full of reddilh feeds, that are oleous, and when firfl tafted, a little 
aromatic; in fliape they are the 5th or 6th of a circle cut from the circum- 
ference to the center, and fome of them are angular without the convexity. 
Thefe feeds with the hufles when powdered is in look, fmell, and tafte, like 
the powder of Ipecacuanha, and an equal quantity of each operates alike. 
They are to be had almoft all over India, and are fo cheap that the 
price is hardly worthy of mention, for a bufhel will not coft more than 
a rupee. The black people have always been acquainted with their ufeful 
properties, and frequently ufe them in medicine. But the European furgeons, 
according to Mr. Thomas's obfervations, until he himfelf introduced them 
into praftice (which was after that he fucceeded me as furgeon to his 
jnajefty’s hofpital) fcemed to be altogether unacquainted with them. ^ 


Aloes. 
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Aloes. 

The Aloe is well known in moft: parts of the world, and therefore it is 
unneccflary to defcribe it. They grow all over India % and near «S/. Auguf- 
tine' % Bay at MadagaJcaVy \% to be found in ^rcat abundance, the right 
Succoirine fort. 


Agoghorse. 

This is a direct grafs. The culm fometimes runs upwards of two feet, and 
is undivided. The leaves are pointed, of a fine green, rough, half an inch 
broad, and two feet long : they are of an aromatic tafte, mingled with an 
agreeable bitter, yield a fine fweet-fmelling .flavour, and arc ufcd in cool 
tankards, fsfr. 


Diet-Productions ^f the Garden. 

It would be endlefs to attempt a defcription of the number and forts 
which India produces of the creeper and volubilis kind, and that are by 
the Europeans and natives ufed in their curries, and foups i there are of them, 
whofe fruit are from the fize of a bufliel meafure to that of the goofeberry ; 
and of every flrape, fuch as round, oval, oblong, angular, There is 

alfo a great variety of the bean kind, too tedious to mention here j but the 
one which they call 1‘ryy I cannot pafs over : it is highly efteemed when ftewed, 
by the Europeans^ and when ripe and dry, carries with it the appearance of 
the IVild Cucumber-, and is, as I was told, like that, of an emetic qua- 
lity. Whether it is the fame, has been a matter of difpute j however, 
by comparing the defcription already given of the Eeetpulta-, with the few 
particulars which follow relating to this, the reader will foon difeover how 
miftaken thofe are who fuppofe them to be the fame. This fruit when dry, 
is highly ridged, with five or fix large fibres running its whole length, and 
without a piltil ; neither are the fibres fo diftinft as in the other, but are 
pluffy, as if beaten. 

In the markets of all our Engl^ fettlements, you feldom meet with any 
other vegetables for fale than what are the natural produftions of the 
country j whereas in thole ot the Dutch you find a plenty of the European 
cabbages, coleworts, carrots, turnips, peafe, l^c. 

With pleafure, I acknowledge the aid I have received from the late ingenious 
Mr. Ihomas's papers, which contain alfo branches or leaves of’ almoft every 
one of the foregoing trees, fhrubs, and plants ; thefe enabled me to give lb 
accurate an account of the vegetable produftions of Indoftan, and from 
them I have alfo tranferibed the following recipe for the cure of putrid 
intermitting fevers, communicated to us by a Gentoo do<5lor during our 
being together in Bengal, and which I oftentimes- fuccefsfully prelcribed 
in the courfe of my hofpital pradice in that fetclcment: concerning it Mr. 
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•Thomas hath left this opinion, “ We have found it to anfvvcr better than the 
bark, in whatever quantity given.” 

Take of Roman vitriol, and burnt pearls, each, the weight of one 
rupee, (i. e. three drachms and feven grains ;) orpiment half a drachm ; 
lurnamachy, (a metallic foflil) burnt lo grains; walh the orpiment in 
chunam (Lime) water •, powder them well together, and make them 
into a foft eleftuary with the juice of green aloes j then put it into a fmall 
unglazed earthen pan, and turn another lhallow one over it, both which 
dole well with cky, by furrounding both the pans with it, and at lead half 
an inch thick. Then dig a hole in the ground 14 inches wide and a 
foot deep, into which put dried cow-dung and fome bits of draw to the 
height of fix inches from the bottom of the hole, then fet the fame on 
fire ; put over the fuel the pans, taking care to cover them with cow-dung 
and bits of draw, till they arc piled fix or eight inches above the pit or 
hole, where let the pans continue till all the fuel is confumed by the 
fire, which will be about feven hours. When the medicine is taken out, 
it looks like a cinder ; this you are to reduce to a powder, and give two 
grains with fugar every morning. 

A Lid of Indian Drugs hath been given in p. 44. 
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APPENDIX, 


N'’. III. 

An Account of the Diseases incident to Gombroon, 
contained in a letter from an ingenious phylician who 
refided feveral years in that fettlement. 

D uring my abode at Gomhrootty autumnal and vernal Intermit tents 
raged in as various forms, as have ever been remarked in the deferip- 
nons given of thefe difeafes by medical authors. The moft Ample of them 
often continued to harrafs the patient for a confiderable length of time. 
Others were quite anomalous, the paroxyfms frequently redoubling, and 
that not always in a regular order ; which plainly evinced the malignity of 
their nature. . 1 have known a regular autumnal "Tertian (which never 
doubled the paroxyfm, except upon fome cafual indiferetion of the patient), 
fo obftinate as to continue twelve or thirteen months, and at length to occa- 
fion indurations in the Ipleen, liver, fjfr. 

The obftinacy of thefe difeafes, and the bad confequences arifing from 
them, do, I believe, but feldom occur in other countries, and here, were 
by no means occafioned by bleeding, or other improper evacuations. Even 
when by the irregularities of the patient the fits were anticipated, or re- 
doubled, the fever quickly aflTumed its firft type, and fo , went on until the 
patient’s want of ftrength and the dread of worfe confequences, obliged me 
to put a Hop to its career by the bark. A repetition of the fame medicine 
afterwards, at intervals, according to Sydenham's method, did not always 
prove fuccefslul. 


Otlier 



[ 499 3 

Other Intermit tent St were of a more malignant nature, and attended with 
fuch complicated and redoubled fits, as fometimes to terminate in a con- 
tinual fever of the worft kind, to the great danger and often the deftrudliort 
of the patient. Continual Putrid FeverSy appeared as the fun approached the 
winter, or fummer folftice, but were by no means fo frequent as to deferve 
the name of epidemics. Baftard Peripneumoniesy alfo occurred from the 
middle of OEtober to the middle of Novembery and might in fome years be 
obferved even in the fucceeding months to the end of February. 

But the various fpecies of Intermitting Fevers already mentioned, were,' 
at leaft while I was there, the moft prevailing diforders at Gombroon. 

The Siuotidiansy during the firft days, by reafon of their obfeure inter- 
miflion, were fomewhat difficult to be diftinguifhed from the reft : but by 
attending to the attack of the firft cold fit, and the progrefs of the other 
fubfequent fymptoms, the cafe may be known. The chilnefs in the begin- 
ning of this fever commences in the extreme parts of the body, fuch as at 
the tip of the nofe, and the ends of the fingers, or toes : it never feizes with 
an univerfal rigor, or in all or moft of the mufcular parts of the body at 
once, as in the beginning of many Continual Fevers •, neither does it rife to 
fo great a degree as in a Tertian. The cold fit is often very Qight at Gom- 
broon, and I believe in moft hot climates. Towards the end of the cold fit, 
a pituitous vomiting, with great drowfinefs, often attacks the patient, and 
foon after, the pulfe becomes quicker, having an undulating motion, but 
not fo ftrong in its vibrations as in a T trtian, nor attended with that tonfity 
and hardnefs as in acute Inflammatory Fevers : neither does the patient com- 
plain much of thirft, but is on the contrary frequently troubled with- watery 
and frothy fpittings. Moreover, the heat of the body during the increafe 
or ftate, is accompanied with a moifture, and is very moderate when com- 
pared with the heat attendant on continual Inflammatory Fevers, ox Tertian 
IntermittentSy in the fame ftate. If the face continues for any time pale, 
livid, and as it were a little bloated, with tenfe Hypochondriay danger is 
portended. 

The patient in the firft days hath feldom any truly critical fweat; nor 
are the intermiffions for the moft part perceptible. However, in five or fix 
days thefe Fevers moft commonly fhow their nature more plainly, by Inter- 
mifftons of fix or eight hours continuance, and, what I have not elfewhere 
obferved of fuch ^otidians, they in about a fortnight afterwards terminate 
in Tertians. This Fever will by no means bear a hot regimen j by this 
it will foon be changed into a Continual Putrid, and more dangerous Fever. 
A cold regimen is alfo a dangerous extreme. At Gombroon, if I may be 
allowed the expreflion, it is of a phlegmatic arpituitous nature, in which a 
mean courfe between the two cxceflcs of cither of thefe regimens, is to be 
followed. 
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•’ Oh its firft attack, I ufually gave a vomit, either of Ipecacuanha, or Salt 
of Vitriol, adding to the former a grain or two of Tartar Emetic, or two 
drachms of Vinim BenediSium for robuft habits. Bleeding is feldom requifite 
in this fever •, the pulle, joined with the ftate of other fymptoms, muft alone 
determine the expediency of that operation. The conftitution, fo far as 
I could find, in Gombroon, will not bear too fmart, nor too great evacua- 
tions of any kind. For common drink, I ordered fack-whey, fage-tea, or 
orange-whey •, and gave often fome grains of Sal Prunella mixed with them, 
fo as that the patient might take about the quantity of a drachm and a half 
of it in the fpace of twenty-four hours. I dire6led panado, and water-gruel, 
for their food, allowing fome fpoonfuls of rheniflii old hock, or other white 
wines, to be given when the fever was almoft on the decline. I have fome- 
times, to ungovernable patients, allowed chicken broth, but cannot approve 
of flclh nutriment, even of the lighteft iort, efpecially in the firft days of a 
fever of any kind, as more eafily tending to putrefa<ftion than the farinace- 
ous aliment. Sage, or other tea, I frequently allowed as a change of drink i 
but I found the fack-whey infinitely preferable, as fupporting the fpirits 
better, anti alfo affording fome nourifhment, which the teas did not. 

Sweats forced by art in the beginning of thefe fevers, as well as in moft 
others, pervert the intentions of nature, and render the difeafe more malig- 
nant and irregular but when occafioned by gently diluting and rcfolving 
medicines, they either bring the Fever fooner to an Intermiffion, or by 
gradually refolving and eliminating the morbific matter, reftore the patient 
to health. In cafe the bowels are much conftipated, a clyfter of milk, oil 
and fugar, with two drachms of lenitive eledluary diflblved in it, may be 
adminiftered ; but in moft cafes at the beginning of ^otidians, the ftools 
are crude and watery, and an emetic will ufually procure as much evacua- 
tion as is neceffary this way. "Where tire drowfincfs was fo exceflive as to 
threaten aComa, and the languor of the pulle required the application of a 
blifter, I have found benefit from applying it, but great care is to be taken, 
left lo powerful a Jlimulus fhould throw the patient into a Continual Fever •, 
and indeed, although i^otidians are very troublcfomc, and often dangerous, 
as I leldom had cccafion to lower the Fever with the lancet, fo neither have 
1 been often obliged to raife the pulle by the application of vcfica- 
rorics. SuchFVwrj, by a prudent treatment, without running into any ex- 
tremes, will often in a few days grant fome hours truce daily to the patient, 
and provided his conftitution holds out, may in a fortnight afterwards, form 
themfelves into regular Tertians. 

But where I have been apprehenfive of the patient’s fuecumbing 
under the fever before fuch a wiftied-for change, I have then taken the 
opportunity of the fmall intermiflions, to give the bark, with as much cau- 
tion and prudence as I was mafter of. You are fenfible, no particular 
advice in fuch a cafe can be given ; this muft be left entirely to the judgment 
of the phyffeian or furgeon who has attended the patient through the whole 
' courle 
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courle of the difeafe. I have however obferved, that on the firft, fecond, 
third, or fourttj perfect Intermijjion., if I had a mind to embrace that oppor- 
tunity, I could always exhibit at leaft two drachms of the bark before the 
approach of the next fit, which I indeed obferved to be fomewhat higher 
than the preceding one, but without danger. 

At the next Intermijjion I could generally make the patient take half an 
ounce, and on the third, fix drachms, or thereabouts ; which praftice never 
failed to drive off the Fever, or change its type to a Tertian: nay, I have 
been fomecimes forced to lay hold of RcmtJJions, and it is to be done with 
fafety when one is fure of the nature of the Fever. Sometimes you will 
gain your point in twicp giving your bark as above-mentioned, thrice never 
failed me. In Fluotidians I almofl always obferved that the bark occafioned 
Watery ftools, but never durft venture to check them by opiates •, how- 
ever I found by experience that notwithftanding the ftools, a third exhibi- 
tion of the bark feldom failed of fuccefs. 

Tertians at Gombroon, as well vernal as autumnal, frequently imitate for 
fome days the genius of Continual Fevers. They may be diftinguiflied even 
in this ftate from the other fpecies of Intermittents, in that the pulfe, dur- 
ing the ftate of the Fever, is more full, and ftrong the heat is more 
ardent, and dry •, and the fymptoms feemingly are more violent ; the cold 
fit too is frequently more fevere, though as obferved above, this is not 
always to be relied on. As to their refemblance to the Continual, it is fo 
very natural, that it is not eafy in this period of them to make always a juft 
prognoftic, or judge truly what Fever one hath got to deal with. How- 
ever, the fetting in of the Epidemic may greatly aflift one’s judgment. It 
may likewife be obferved in them, that the heat of the patient’s body feems 
to the touch, of an equal temperature, not greatly increafed, as in moft Con- 
tinuals. But notwithftanding all this, you arc very fenfible that Sydenham, 
and after him Boerbaave, have written, et f^epe initio Autumni mulan- 

tur exa£ie indolem continuarum, ob longiores et duplicates paroxyjmos, dum 
tamen indoles cur atio plane diverfa funt. The firft part of which Aphorijm 
fhows, that at leaft in the beginning of Autumn, their appearances are as 
fallacious in other countries, as in Gombroon ; and the latter part of it 
declares, that a very different method of cure from that of Continual Fevers, 
is requifite in thefe Intermittents. 

I muft confefs, that notwithftanding two fuch great authorities, I have 
been frequently obliged to ufe the lancet to determine their Inter~ 
mijfions more fpeedily, left greater mifehief fiiould have befallen the patient. 
Boerbaave, in another aphorifm on Intermittents, fays, Venafediio nocet per 
fe femper, prodejl alias cafu ut et tenuis exatiaque Diurta: Yet he foon after- 
wards adds, Porro fymptomati urgenti occuratur juxta regulas in acutis datas. 
And I can with truth affirm, that in Gombroon, I often found moderate 
bleeding rieceflary, as well as the tenuis exabfaque diata. 
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In the beginning of thefe Ta^tians, as there are but few ndes or preeepjpt' 
which will not admit of exceptions, I have in fome very faoguine habits 
body bled even a lecond time ; and am of opinion that the probability of 
thereby protracting the fever’s duration for a few months, at lead in Gom- 
broon^ is not fo hazardous as running the rilque of its change into an Un- 
remitting Continual Fever \ in which laft cafe it is always highly dangerous, 
and of a malignant nature. I am a living witnefs of an Autumnal Fever ^ 
which began and continued almofl: perfectly regular for thirteen months, in 
my own perlbn, in fpite of all the medicines I took to get rid of it ; neither 
did it ever double the paroxyfrr, unlefs it was my own fault. I neither 
bled nor ufed any other fevere evacuation, and I have known the like hap-^ 
pen to feveral others-, lb that in Gombroon thofe lnterviitt{ng Fevers fometimes 
run much beyond the ufual period of their duration in other countries nay 
even where bleeding hath not been ufed, the Vernal often continues to harrafs 
the patient for fix months. 

But to return from this digreflion : I have often found the Fever by its 
continuance for a few days fo to weaken the patient, that I was glad to 
adminifte. the bark even on the firll Intermijfion., and always have done it 
with fafety and fuccefs ; fometimes indeed, as was obferved in ^otidians, 
on firft giving this medicine it did not fucceed, nay in fuch cafes 1 have 
found the next paroxyfm, as it were exafperated, though without danger to 
the patient but the fecond exhibition of this noble medicine never failed 
to put a temporary ftop to the fever, and often, if I might be allowed the 
exprcllion, to make an entire conqueft over it. When fymptoms were not 
fo urgent after Intermijjion from the Fever^ I gave the patient a drachm of 
the Sal Polychrejl evening and morning in a draught of bitters, and direCled 
the bitters by themfelves to be taken two or three times a day, efpccially 
during the IntermiJJions of the Fever. Care was taken not to overheat the 
patient, to prevent his difeafe being converted into a Continual Fever^ of 
which (except fome very great irregularities had been committed by the 
patient) he runs no great rifque, after the IntermiJJions from the Fever have 
for fome days been perfectly diflinCt. 

I thus prepared him for the bark, as moft practitioners in Europe do at this 
day. When once the IntermiJJions are fair and compleat, you are fenfible there 
can be no danger from the bark. To fay more to you upon the fubjeCt would 
be improper I (hall therefore only add, that I have fometimes fecn thefe 
Fevers,, without any rcafon that I could aflign, double their paroxyfms ; and 
fometimes on the third Intermijjion that appeared, I adminiflered the bark, 
and thus put a ftop to their further progrefs. After theft Fevers have been 
fubdued by the bark, all evacuations become hurtful except a vomit, nor 
is even a vomit to be given, unlefs in cafes of a relapfe. Amorous dalli- 
ances with the fair ftx, (of which I had ftveral inftances, as well in Gombroon 
as elftwhere,) infallibly caufc a relapfe, even where there hath been no enjoy- 
ment. Too great an application to bufinefs, too much thoughtfulnefs, and 
all forts of exercift, even only in fuch a degree as on ocher occaftons might 
5 be 
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be deetned falutery, wll pr6duce relapfes, efpecially during great heat of 
the weather. 

Siuartans are not near fo frequent at Gombroon as the above-mentioned 
Fever^ nor have I ever obferved a Vernal ^artan either here or any where 
ellc i and thole which occur in Autumn have nothing particular, but what I 
(hall remark afterwards among the complications of thefe Fevers. Neither 
did the ^artans at Gombroon., as far as came within my obfervation, ever 
imitate Continual Fevers, or double _their paroxyfms, or require a different 
treatment from what they do in other countries. As to the Complications of 
thefe Fevers, I muit own 1 never met with a Double Quotidian, unlefs the 
patient by interrupting the fweat at its beginning, brought back his fever 
before the wonted time. 

Double Tertians at Gombroon, are frequent, and eafy to be diftinguilhed 
from Sluotidians, by the paroxyfms being equal on equal days; for inftance, 
if the accefs happens to-day at noon, to-morrow it will happen at fix at 
night, next day at noon, and the day following at fix in the evening, but 
often the fits anticipate each other. When the Fever was of the Tertian 
kind, thus redoubled, I ufed in the firfir, fecond, or third IntermiJJion to 
reduce it to order by the bark. When it appeared in this form from 
the beginning, after a vomit and a few days treatment as in the ^otidian, 
I commonly took the firft fair opportunity to give the bark in fmall quan- 
tities, which feldom failed of reducing the difeafe to a Ample Tertian, but I 
never ufed to be in too great a hurry. 

A Semi-tertian fometimes happens, and yields, fo far as I have found, 
to the treatment of the ^otidians ; but be very cautious with regard to the 
bark. I have fometimes feen a Tertian affliifl the patient for two days 
together, and intermit the third ; and fometimes continue for two days, and 
intermit the two following days ; both which cafes do however but feldom 
occur ; but among thofe Fevers you will find more irregularities than even 
what I have mentioned. When you are fearful of ufit^g the bark in the 
mixed or complicated kinds of thofe Fevers, or even in the more regular 
Intermittents, the Elixir of Vitriol is an admirable medicine, joined to bitters. 
It is alfo excellent to prevent relapfes. 

I never obferved at Gombroon, the Simple Continued Inflammatory Fever : and 
Putrid Continual Fevers feldom occurred, unlefs fuch as were of a periodical 
difpofition. 

As to bleeding in fuch Fevers, it mull chiefly be determined by the pulfe ; 
this evacuation however in the fame fpecies of fever during fome times of 
the year, may be proper in fome perfons, but in others not fo necellary, 
or even advifeable ; in general I found the nature of thefe Fevers, and 
likewife of the air, admitted of bleeding, if not carried to too great an 

height. 
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height. I never omitted giving a vomit as early as poflible, and if the 
vomit did not pafs downwards, I the fame evening adminiftcred an emollient 
clyfter ; after which carefully attending to the genius of the Fever., I pre- 
feribed a cooling antiphlogiftic regimen, with attenuating faks, and julaps 
acidulated with the Elixir of Vitriol, being, as careful as I could, of 
a ne quid nimis. Violent attenuants or refolvents, when too plentifully 
vfed, may diflblve the Crajis of the blood in too great a degree, and thereby 
contrary to their antifeptic nature, produce in the human body, effeds quite 
different from the intention with which they are given, by even converting 
the animal fluids into a putrid latex, altogether unfit for the fundions 
of life, Thefe alfo too freely indulged, frequently bring prcpoftcrous 
fweats in the beginning of the Fever, before nature hath fufficiently con- 
coded the febrile matter. To prevent or corred both which inconveniencies, 
I never found any thing equal to the Gas Sulphuris, or fpirit of vitriol, 
frequently given either in julaps, or in the patients common drink. Orange- 
juice, and diffilled vinegar, are good medicines, and the lafl: is found in 
plenty in Gombroon. In Fevers the fpirits are more apt to flag zt Gombroon, 
than at any other place I ever knew, efpecially during the heats, and in 
the foggy damp weather, yet I never had rccourfe to any of the heating 
cordials, but found the acidulated julaps anfwer my intentions very 
well. 

I rarely ordered emulfions, finding they curdled on the ftomach, either 
through the heat of the weather, nature of the patient’s ftomach, or perhaps 
by means of the acidulated julaps fo neceffary in thofe ; I therefore 

generally advifed whey for common drink, in which I could diffolve what 
lefolvent falts I thought fit, and could acidulate to what degree I thought 
proper, without accumulating a numerous farrago of medicines upon the 
patient, which in fuch cafes ufually becomes naufeous by this beverage 
1 found the patient’s fpirits better fupported than by emulfions or teas, altho’ 

I frequently allowed the latter, efpecially that made from fage, by way of 
variety. I fometimes indulged the patient with a cool tankard made with 
rhenifli, old hock, or in w^ant of them with any other white wine which if 
not acid enough, I fliarpened with orange juice, or fpirit of vitriol ; but I 
think it not fo well to allow the patient this draught quite cold, as they 
ufually defire, for fear of occafioning obftrudlions by Us chilnefs. 1 pre- 
ferred the farinaceous food, fuch as water-gruel, panado. Congee, (f?c, to the 
lighteft flelh nourifhment, which in thefe fevers is ftill more to be prohibited, 
than in the beginning of any of the intermitting kind. 

A cooling clyfter is fometimes neceflTary, efpecially if the fever much 
affeds the head •, and by this gentle treatntent, thefe Fevers in five, feven, 
nine, eleven, or fourteen days, ufed to go off by a gradual refolution ; a 
very beneficial way to nature, and by no means hazardous. 

7 Few 
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Few of them run a great length ; moft of them laft not above ievcn or 
lime days j few arrive at fourteen, and fome were terminated in five, nay 
a very few but very violent in three days: what feemed to me fomewhat 
remarkable, was, that a few of thefe Fevers terminated in Intermittents ; and 
others of them were fuccecded in about a month’s time by an Intermittent, 
Whether this was owing to any particularity of the air, fo naturally dilpoled to 
produce this h&. Fever^ efpecially in weaKened bodies •, or whether it was 
owing'to nature’s not bringing on the firft fever to a copious and critical 
ejedtion of the morbid caufe, 1 (hall not take upon me to determine. Yet 
notwithftanding this confequence, (which was not however very frequent) 
I always preferred a gradual refolution of the Fever^ when critical, to the 
rifque which too often attends an imperfect crifis. After thefe fevers, I uled 
to purge the patient at leaft twice, with the DecoUum Amarum cum Senna^ 
adding fome drops of the elixir of vitriol in each dofe. Sometimes, inftead 
of a decoction of bitters, I ordered an infufion of them in white wine. By 
this method I judged that the patient was not fo liable to a fubfequent 
Intermittent,, but I found that even this did not abfolutely prevent it. With 
regard to Blijiers, where the pulfe was ftrong and full, I rarely or never made 
ufe of them, on account of a fimple delirium in thefe Fevers ; but when the 
pulfe funk, and where nervous twitchings or coma fupervened, 1 always 
applied them. 

There is likewife to be met with at Gombroon a Low Fever,, attended with 
great depreflion of the fpirics, wherein Wiftering is abfolutely nccclTary : 
this I take to be what is called in Europe the Nervous Fever. 

Blifters in general are more advantageoufly ufed in periodical fevers, 
whether mild or putrid, than in thofe fevers which are continual. 

For nervous fymptoms, Sal. Succini., L'inbl. Cajlor. Ruff, and other warm 
sucdicincs, become ncccflary. 

The Bajiard Peripneumony at Gombroon^ requires ftrong blifters, as well 
as every where elfe ; and bleeding in proportion to the patient’s ftrength once 
in the beginning, I found for the moft part was neceflary, with a diluting 
regimen. Balfamics, efpecially of the heating kind, do often more harm 
than good. 1 have fometimes ufed a little of the Oxymel SciUticum with 
fuccefs. 

While I was at Gombroon, there were none of the Morbi acuti febriles 
which could be called Epidemics, and as fporadic they obferved their ufual 
tenour. 

The Small-pox is by the country people, generally fpeaking, reckoned 
epidemic, and fatal, and obferved to return among them about once in 
feven years j but I had not a patient in that diforder all the time 1 waa 
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!n the place. IMl JaHt as tell la 

carC) as much as I poflibly could, tofrefft^^ the m that 
rmtti that the patient might not be carried off by. the difeafe ariflng te too 
great an height; nor nature on theodier hand, be lb weakened, as |)|e 
unable to bring about the purpofe either of benign refolution, or crltcai 
evacuations: you know this is the true golden mean to be oblervll m. 
treating fw;. 

As you muff be fenfible that the particular genus of an Acuti difeafe,. 
with the fymptoms peculiar to different IiioJ;fnmfay can only be learnci 
from perfonal and attentive obfervation; fo with thataffiftance, the fore* 
going remarks, I hope will be found ferviceable and ufcful. 
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